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e HIS Preface is not an idle Com- 


Free Cuſtom, or to. ibn 
$1 1 Compliance with the Importun;- 
2 ies of Friends in the Publication 
8 | of the following, Book; but there 
being a Neceſſity of premiſing ſome few Lines on 
- the preſent Performance, and the Origmal or 
Ground on which it is built. * 
. The famous Lucian furniſh d the firſt Hint, 
(for ſo I muſt call his Af, in compariſon of 
. what has ſince been done on it,) and Apuleius 
enlarg'd it into eleven Books. | I ſhall not ſay 
much about Lucian, as to the Excellency of his 
Genius, its Nature, and the like, that bein 
done admirably well in his. Life, written 7 
Ar. Dryden, and now ready to be publiſh'd; 
but I muſt ſay (with the Criticks Permiſſion) that 
Apule us has much improv d his Sketch, by the 
Vor. I. A HAdds- 


** 
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">" 7 ThE PREFACE. 
0 9 various Diſcoveries in 5 A 


been, the chief Aim of the Invention. 5 


tte Audiems nb Fuſtict Man can 
without e J allow yo 4 their De- 
fan were maſt . they always had 
lee „ in their Draughts of Man 
in his Pajious 
| . A ty 
Od) thoſe at leaſt who have 
12 have been thoſe who deviate h 


x "His Hen fame Lucim 055 i, 

i 92 he ld in mn r hen 

"whe Taſte of the peppi wias as looſe and debauch'd 

"& their Principles n Manners; abd Lucian, 

un al h Wit, conld not eſcape the Tufeftion 

of the Times, as 'is Slat fig + h Defence” of 

* Dita; * which, 1 he gitrr # great many 

jut Praijes fo 'that Art, then hu itt Pexfebtion, 

E | wh be prefers it bven fo a Tragedy, he p 791 

- Defermite to Sxnſc. * 
Wa, * ions of 4 

"of G . who the privy has gh them 

\\ Part. Jirfficient to make a tolerable Firnre among 

* Mien of Senſe, \ leſſen 19hat They have by the Af 

i feltation of  ſotiny mort in an old Anthor than 

* a one elfe tun 22 nn 


: © Conditions, which uu indeed, er ought to have of 
I muſt aua ä 


See -» % - 
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The PREFACE. 
Pride o ht bolgrs th 
2 7 9 nigs 


Ee ee 


fo in their own ſongle 

58 Gentlemen "Fes N are generally 
only Wards, The happy tum of an Expreſſion, 
a Phraſe full and ſurprizing, commands their 
Adoration; but far t "the Ds Dag and Cindut? of 
the Piece, they know no more of it than if they 

never read an 7 Theſe. are meer 
Grammaticaſters, and read Books like Dutch 
Commentators, buſying themſelves with empty 
Wards, while they 3 over Excellencies much 
greater aud more charming. Authors that 
are their Darlings have regſon to complain of 
their Praiſe, as Zeuxis in Lucian does of thoſe 
2who had ſeen his admirable Piece of the Centaurs. 
The Applanſe was ever in the wrong Place; they 
were not touch'd with the Miſtery of of his De- 
ſign. or Performance, but the oo fin Er- 
rors of bis Pencil put them into 2 I have 
ſeen the ſame at that preſent favourite Monſter 
call d an Opera, when the fineſt Ariettos 4nd 
Da Capos paſt unregarded, und the horrible Re- 
citativo pm the empty Heads of affeted Coxcombs 
in ation, a Ag itated with an of 1 7 | 

I know = Gentlemen + 5 

never allow Apuleius a Place in the Preſence app 
Lucian, aud look on his Attempt æ the [ame thing 
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As an  Impudence the Barbarifm Aub 
| "dern Man of Africa; 235 not 1 in 
Hire of their ſupercilions Coy gere, to prefer Apu- 
Jews to Lucian in this Particular, ah e he 
Has heighten'd the Satyr, and improv d the De- 
4 n, which are things of far greater Conſequence 
than all the petty Beauties of Diction, in which 
. they cant well be compared, beranſe Lucian 
uore in Greck, and A puleius in Latin: Hon 
ever, I will be ſo complaiſant to theſe Criticks, 
to alloy Lucian the Advantage in the Diction, 
aul be content that Apuleius has the Preference 
in the Improvement of the Deu. But that 
this may not be look'd on as Gratis dictum, 
e I come to Particulars; we find Luciat'r Aſs 
Al d either with the arch Roguerier of a Co 
by which he ſuffer'd in his Perſon in that 
yy nine Shape, or his other Hardſhips in Tra- 
welling, and Burthens, and the like, 5 ſome 
little Hint at the Diſcaveries he made of the 
Pices of Men and Nomen, who hid them from 
Human Kind. But Apuleius, tho he Kent all 
that Lucian furniſh d in thoſe Particulars, yet 
he every where improv'd the Hint, and enlar 'n 
the Image he would repreſent ; he has alſo t 
Care to multiply and embelliſh all thofe Stories 
. which ſhew'd the Salacion als the Women, 
. and the Knavery and Brutality 2 Priefts of 
the Syrien Grief f, the a n'd Lives and 
Rogmeries of th: Robbers, and ſo to the reſt; ; jo 
that 
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that his Book: may be call d a Satyr on the Vices 
of Men and Nomen; and Lucian s, the Picture 
of the miſerable Condition of the Life of an Af. 
Iconfefithere are ſeveral trifling things in Apu- 
leius, or ſch at leaſt as would certainly ſeems ſo to us, 
ho the Superſtition of thoſe Times will afford no. 
contemptible Vindication. of moſt of them. His. 
Style will perhaps admit of a Debats whether it 
be allowable or. peſutively bad. That, he has . 
d a very poctical Diktion is wiſivle to every, 
Reader; but whether 4 Style ſo cramm d with 
Metaphors, and ſa. uerbaſe, be allowable. in 
Proſe, I ſhall not here determine; tho I have 
no contemptible Authority for 2what Apuleigs 
hau done, and I might urge, that the whole he- 
ing 4 poctical Fiction, he au at Liberty to. adapt 
bis Stile to hit Subject; for tho Verſe be choſen. 
as moſt harmonians, Se to Ariſtotle, yet 4 
Fable is no leſs a Poem far being in Proſe. 
I cannot diſmiſs Apuleius withoxt ſaying ſome- 
thing about ſo conſiderable a Part of Vi Book as» 
the Fable of Pſyche. Athenzus has wrote it 
much larger, and with a greater Circuit of 
Words and Prolixity, which Apuleius confines ta. 
1po. Books. There, have been ſeueral Morals 
given it, but few or none that ſeem to fall within - 
the Deſign of the Inventor of the Fable. Some 
have made it the Union of Soul and Body; 
ethers, Adam and Eve, aud the Tree of Know- 
keage, aud the like. For un part, it ſeens ta 


3 
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we to be a Moral chiefly againſf Curiofity, 4 
infbant'd twice by Cur 0 iti 'The Fable 


of rhe celebrate Oedlpus is ol ainft the ſame 
Fault or Folly,” and all the lanentable. Fate of 
rb Pritzce is plainly the Conſequences of it. The 
Heathen Prieſthood had reaſon to level their Bar- 
fevies againſt it, for they were conſcious of Follies 


| that they might wane e 
ng to Curio 1 
I now .. that' I ſay 4 12 or ru 
to the modern Improvement pale Fee 
tha I ſhall no be accounted tov partial to our 
own Age, if I here give the Advantage to 1ht 
 Aodern from the two Antients. © For the ſame 
Reaſon that ſets Apuleius before Lucian, prefers 
the Modern to both, the Deſign being in the laft 
moſt compleat. - An Afi was an Animal that 
could ſcarce come into - Place where there 
could be any Secret tranſatted, and therefore no 
mw Machine — the Diſcovery of ſecret Vices, 
| V. But a fine Bologna 
pork is . to the Cloſets, Cubineti, 
and Bed. chambers of the Fair and the Great, 
and therefore a_Tr io into that Shape 
was more proper and conducive to the Deſign 
than that of Lucian and Apuleius. The Mo- 
dern has taken care to do by A uleius hat he 
= Lucian, "that is, to tram plant for that he 
ſuppoſe rvould any 19 thrive ouriſh 
bs his = 3 wy . 
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Be, added the 
Pre Hers 8 
Polaichs which, are not. in either the Greekvor 

ain Aethers. Lela of the. Frag, af bt 
Syria, with whoſe 2 the, projent Stare: 
of Europe has little 10, de, he hasingerted: 
Rogyeries, Cheats, and Debus hes of the Fryars 
and laut; who, % grafied.on. Chriſtianity: 
baue as far excell'd the Wickgdneſs of thoſs:i- 
weraut Aendicaus of Paganiſm ith their ſtroking 
Divinity, as the Excellence of the Quin Reli 
gion is greater than the meer Invenio. ye 
jan Corruptio optimi eſt peſſima. 8 

Whether the Stories of the Feſwits and Fes 
and Nuns, be literally true, IJ will not pretend 

to determine 3 bon d 1 can figs I can parallels 
oa exceed them in authentick_Accounti, alrea 
publiſh' d to. the World. Sv char the 
have no juſt cauſe of 222 of any Inpoſtmres 
f our Author, who has ſaid no mare of them 
thay their own unn, ieh, and Henry Ste- 
oe how proves 2 e Records... 


that 100 much of li 
rau forwariau- 


4 till, „he end of —— Bas 
Fantaſio a the end of the ſecand;. and (bo the 
Baoky of the Modern ave er han 
thoſa.of the Ancients ger the whole Hor con- 
2 * nuelue Books, 2 Which — 2 f 
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d. i bears bene Proportion tothe whole 
2 other. 

There is one Thing per een Abe wind 
3 neither in the G wor the Latin,' which is, 
That the Modern has taken care occaſionally to in- 
rerſperſe Di iſcomrſes, Letters, and Verſes, on uri 
ons and curions Subjetts, with frequent Moral 
R » which axe not to be found in the others: 

Bosh the Italian, and my ſelf have \endea- 
wonved. to came as near the Style of Apuleius a) 
the” difference of Time, and the Rights ef the 

er would permit. To conclude, there 
4s nothing in the Latin Author worth our read- 
ing, that is not in the We ee And ſince 
fo many wretched Books have taken with the 
Town, purely becanſe tranſlated from the French, 
7 was in hopet, that 4 Verſion of an Italian, when 
The Follies of that Nation are ſo much in Vogue, 
world not be deſpis'd. But if nothing but ſuch 
„ict Dreams as The Arabian Nighes Enter- 
tainments: The Devil upon two Sticks, ec. 
will go down, the London-Bridge Bookſellers 
have reaſon to hope, that Valentine and Orſon, 
EINE Thumb in 1 more 
valuable Trifles may advanc d 
the Nurſery 2 the E F the — 
the Studies. of the Wits. But indeed England 
at this time ſeems the Africa of Wit, 1here on- 
TG thrive and Dr . on the 
hearte and in the. Prefs. - 
T H E 


APULEIUS 


© HE following Diſcourſe: 
29 N founded on the 
bc; Works of Lucius Apu- 
i, Ichought it would 

SIC) not be ingrateful to the 
2 to give him the Liſe of that 
Author, inſtead of à Preface. B ut 
the Gentlemen of the Pen have ge- 
n erally been ſo remote from Action, 
Ax that: 


The LIFE of 


that their Lives'afford little of Fact 
, ro entertain: However, what L have 
deen able to collect I ſhall deliver. 

The Place of the Birth of our 
22 Ns of conſiderable Reputa+ 


a City of Africa, ſituate in the Con- 
fines If Numidia and Getulia, anci- 
ently in the Juriſdiction of King 
Syphax, aſſd then umher Maſſiniſa, 
and was afterwards a ver noble 
Colony of the Romans. His Father's. 
Nao was Theſeus; u principal Man 
of the Place, bad the honourable 
Employment 'of Damvir, and paſt 
all the. other” honourable Poſts of 
the Magiſtracy of that City, His 
Mother's Name was Salti, de- 

riving ber ſelf ditectiy“ fro that 
eminent Philoſopher of the Chero- 
neſus, and his Grandfon Sextus, who 
read Philoſophy: to the Emperor 
Antoninus the Phi opher, as Capito- 
tins aſſures us. Time of his 


Nativity is not very certain, tho? 
e e make OT probable Conjeftures 
about 


APULELUS:. 


abgut it; for, we may ap. 4 
ments of e Force, 
flouriſhed: chiefly 7 N 7 
. 
toninas the Ph her, An 
Lucius Aurelins Yerus..., Far he men. 
tions C. V. Lollianus A Whos 
25 we have oblery'd, from 
and the ſame Capyrolinas 22 
dent of Bithynea in the A410 of the. 
two laſt Emperars I hayes nam d, 
and that he liy Sucre n Time 
of. Pertinax, being then à Man of- 
conſular, Dignity. He alſo calls 
Lollius Urbicas Prefect of the City; * 
who; the ſame. Hiſtorian aſſures us, 
was Lieutenant General 40 Aavapi- 
nas Pigs, and in that pion mo 
quid the ,Brotons.,; blew 
ſeems to make Stipio Orcs Pr 
dent of Africa, hom t A 4 
chor makes Prefect of the roy in- 
the Reign of the ſame Antonzugs: 
Pius, and, afterwards. in the Reign 
of Antoninus the Philoſopher he was: 
exalted to many Honours and Dig-- 
22 A 6 nities,, 


The! LIFE of / 
nities, tho” he lay under the Suſpi- 
cion of being one of thoſe who had 
a private and clandeſtine Affair with 
Fauſtina, and who ſeems about that 
Time to haye paſt thro? his Conſul- 
Fhip.' And our Civilian gives us 
an Account of the Act of the Senate 
of the Time of Marcas Aurelius in 
the Confulſhip of Orphitus and Ra- 
Fur, and calfd the Orphiſtan Act, 
from the Name of one of the Con- 
fuls. And Alius Lampridius tells us 
of Orphitus, who was Conſul with 
Maximus and Rufus, likewiſe under 
the Emperor Comodus. It is true 
indeed, that there might in thoſe 
Times be more of the Name of 
Orphitus than one; but this Place 
wilt not admit of a long Diſquiſi- 
tion on that Head'; for out of all 
this we only deſign to draw our 
Conjectures about the Fime of the 
Birth of our Apaleius, that is, in the 
latter end of the Reign of Adrian, 
or very near it. aneh. IE 


n. 
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lie was from his Childhoed ex- 
tremely mclin'd. to Learning, and 
Study was his- Delight, firſt at Car- 
thage, and afterwards in his-Youtlt 
at Athens, where he attainꝰ dall man- 
ner of Liberal Sciences; and where 
he was for the molt part a Follower 
of the Platoniſ tg. 
Whence being come to Rowe, he 
apply'd himſelf to the Study of the 
Latin Tongue, which he learnt with 
no {mall Difficulty, having no Maſter 
to give him any Inſtructions in it, 
as. he himſelf tells us in his In- 
troduction to his Golden Aſs, the 
Book from whence ſo much 1s taken 
of this- New. Mztamorphoſes; and on 
which the whole is built. 
In Rowe he alſo made ſuch a Pro- 
greſs in the Civil Law, that he 
pleaded. Cauſes in the Forum as an 

Advocate. | 
He was initiated in the ſacred 
Rites and Myſteries of the Religion 
of the Times in Greece; and he 
himſelf often informs us, that he 
| Was 


was a Prieſt in the Province of 
Africa; whicli St. Auſtin likewiſe 
er ves, Who tells us, that he at 
that time exhibited ſuch Entertain · 
ments, and gave ſuch Preſents as. 
were ulual on thoſe Orcaſions . About 
the ſame time his Statue in Braſs 
was order'd by the Decree of the 
Senate to be ſet up in Carthage. 
He was a Man ot a very conſi-· 
derable Eſtate, but his many Tra- 
vels and great Application to his 
Studies made him too negligent of 
his Affa irs, not to have them em-. 
bezled hy Servants! s. 
Pmdentilla, his Wiſe, was of Ora, 
another City of Africa. She was a 
Woman af Years; and a Widow, 
having à Son by a former Husband 
call'd Pontianus, who died ſoon after 
her Marriage with Abaleius. Tho? 
ſhe was ſomething aged, yet ſhe was 
veryrich;bringing with her forty hun- 
dred thouſand Seſtertii, which makes 
2 250 Pounds Sterling, every thou - 
nd Seſters being 7 J. 16.5. 3 - 
| She 


* 


APULEIUS. 
She had deen thirteen Years a Widow, 
when ſhe married Apaleinr. 
This conſiderable Fortune by his. 
Wife was the occaſion of ſome 
Trouble to Apuleius, for it drew on 
the Accuſation of Sicimus Emylianus, 
BrothertohisWife's former Husband, 
7 hit, before the Proconſul 
Africa, Claudius Maximns, as guil- 
ty of: the unlawful Practice of the 
Art of Magick. The Charge was, 
that he had by diaboljcal Charms. 


bewitch'd Pyuentilla, à Lady fome- 
thing in Lears, to be in Love with 
him, and to have murder'd his Son- 
in- Law Pontiam s. 
But this malicious Proſecution 
ave occaſion for him to defend 
imſelf before Maximus, in an Ora- 
tion of a conſiderable length, Which 
is yet extant, and bound up with: 
his other Works. He there tells 
us, that Sicinius Æmilianus for fear 
of being puniſh'd for a wrong and 
unjuſt Proſecution, had entet'cfA Li- 
bel in the Name of Simms Pu- 
* dens, 


- 
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dens, 
yet almoſt an Infant, which wo 
not be admitted by Maximus, but 
he order d to bring the Acculation 
in his own Name. 

. Apuleins.in biadofocrdermthat 
Eaſtern Philoſophy 2 Kerr: 
from the ignorant Im ions of 
the Vulgar, —_ himſelt againſt the 
— bor oh of —— —_— 
the Advocate of the Plaintiff: Whoſe 
Objections were ſo fooliſh and tri- 

Wing, that they ſurprizedthe.Reader 
with Wonder, — a Proconſul of 
Africa ſhould have Patience to hear 
them. They object, that when he 
came to Orca, the Reſidence. of Pa- 
dentilla, he had but one Servant, 


that afterwar ds he had three Freed- 


men at a time: Nay, they accuſe 
him of having his Face clean, uſing 
a Looking-Glaſs, and the like Trifle 
which they. ſuppos'd might reflect. 
on him, as deviating from the Dut 
of a Philoſopher. They inſinuated, 
that he gavè A great Price for ſomg 
| certain 


the Son- in-Law of eee | 


meds eds © ws @% 


APULEIVS. 
certain Fiſhes.; had given Pudentilla 
a ſort of faſcinating Letter; and the 
like; which Apuleius with Eaſe and 
Addreſs refutes and expoſes, as high- 
ly ridiculous in the Proof of his 
practiſing an unlawful Magick. © 

Tho? he has thus acquitted him- 
ſelf of the Magick laid to his Charge 
by Sicinius Acmilianus, yet ſays a 
certain Writer of his Lite, he de- 
clares himſelf in his Metgmorphoſes 
more than once to be a mighty Lo- 
ver of that Art. But this ſeems 4 
very trifling Concluſion, which 
would draw a Proof of a Reality 
and Opinion from a Book of Fancy, 
a Fable of Pleaſure. 
Apuleius, in the Introduction of 
his Golden A, does not only tell 
you his great Inclinations to Ma- 
gick, but even his Credulity in its 
incredible Power. But this Author 
does not conſider, that Apuleius be- 
ing to wrif a Book of the Tranſ- 
formation ot himſelf into an Als, 
was oblig*d,” as much as poſſible, to 
entho © prepare 
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prepare the Crediblity of the Fact 
Relations of Wonders of this 
Ne done in Theſſaly, always 
famous for Witches and magical 
Charms. In this he has follow*d 
Lucias in the main, tho' he has 
heighten'd it by ſome Particulars 
Which gives it the greater Air or 
Truth. Thus he liſtens with all the 
Attention, and the greateſt: Aſſu- 
rande of believing what Ariſtomenes 
tells of the extravagant Fate of his 
Friend Socratas; and juſtifies the 
Poſſibility of the Bvents that hap- 
pen'd to him by-M-roe, by the Ac- 
count of what he himſelf had ſeen 
a Jugler do publickly in the Streets 
at Athens. Becauſe all this was ne- 
ceſſary to prepoſſeſs the Reader in 
Favour of his own Meramor phoſis 
into an Als, by the Miſtake of Foti 
in the magical Ointments of her 
Miſtreſs Pamphlla. 
But, continues my Author, he 
had the ſame Reputation in the 
Time of Tertullian, St. Auſtin; and 
3 others 


uh 
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others of the old Fathers of the 
Church; and that he was 4 Diſci- 

ple of Apullonins Tyanehs, and other 
a rs in Magick, whoſe Miracles 
the Heathens have pretended to 
have been greater, and more nume- 
rous, than thoſe of our Lord and 
„ ee e 
This ſeems ſo far from being an 
Authority in this Caſe, that it is 
only built on the vulgar Opinion, 
which eafily makes a Conjurer of a 
Man of more than ordinary Parts 
and Learning; who was noted for 
his curious Enquiries into Nature, 
having examin'd the Writing of 

ge by Experiments of his own, 
and wrote Books both in Greet and 
Latin on the Nature of Fiſh, and 
their ſeveral Kinds, manner of Ge- 
neration, and tlie like : the Diſſecti- 
on of which gave the Ignorant oc- 
caſion of thinking him a Magician, 
as the Diſſect ion of other Animals 
had given the People of Abdera a 
N otion that D:mocritus was mad. L 
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It is no wonder, that, if when he 
vas alive theſe things gave Ground 
for a publick. Accuſation; the, hr 
mour might encreaſe and ſpread. af 
ter his Death; from which the Fa- 
thers might barrow their Notion; 
Nay, when. he came before Claudius 
Maximas, he plainly declares,. thas 
he does not credit thole common 
Notions, of the Powers of Mag ic; 
and doubts even the Prognoſticati- 
ons of the prophetick Boys, whe. 
ther in Nature poſſible or not. And 
this Paſſage in his Apology. would 

erſwade me, that his being a Fol- 
lower of Apollonius, is either a Mi- 
ſtake in the Fathers, or that he did 
not follow. him on Account of Won 
ders that he work'd ; for the ſeeing 
ſuch incredible Things done by Art, 
could have left no room for any 
doubt whether: they could. be done 
or not. Beſides, the Platoniſts had 
too noble an Idea of God, to apply 
to the Devil for any thing, = A 
puleius has not only wrote on the 
ee e eee. 
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Platonic Philoſophy; but upon the 
Demon of N bock which 
Tracts are ſtill Extant, and bound 
up With his Works. 

This is ſufficient, I hope, to clear 
our Author from the Imputation of 
the Black Art, of which he only 
made uſe as a Machine to convey 
the Satyr he deſign'd, with che grea- 
ter Face of Probability. 
From Apuleius we Ather more of 
his Cotemporaries, for he mentions 
Severianus the Proconſul of Africa, 
and his Son Honorius, who was his 
Lieutenant; Strabo Emiliantis of Me- 
mantia, his School- fellow, to whom 
he ſeems to have | Dedicated his 
Book; and the Poet Clemens, who 
rote the Actions of Alexander, the 
1 Great i in Verſe, 

Apuleius wrote a great deal in 
Proſe, and not a little in Verſe, ma- 
ny things in Greek, and not fewer 
in Latin. The greateſt part of 
-which are periſ d- by the Injury af 
Time. Thoſe, which have reactyd 
* our 
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our Time ptetty entire, ate theſe 
that follow. Eleven Books of the 
Metamorphoſis, or the Golden Aſs, tlie 
ground Work of our preſent Enter- 


tainment. His 3 or Orgtion 
bout Magie, His Book of the Worla. 
Five Books of the Operation of Plato, 
oruf Philoſophy!” The firſt of Natu- 
ral Philoſophy ;. the-fecond Ethics, 
and the third Rational. His Book 
Of the Gad of Sacrates. His Florida. 
His ſportiue Verſes: tranllated from 
Theapad:r. TitTon | +7 * int Tho Ye, Ye 

The following are - thoſe, ' on'y 
whoſe Names, and {ome few Frag- 
ments we could get out of the Wri- 
tings of the old Grammarians. 

Many Copies of Verſes, among 
Which there were not a few, amo- 
rous Epigrams, Epiſtles, x Book * de 
Lidicris: of Proverbs; of Trezs ; of 
Numbers; of the Commonwealth ; 
Table Tall; of Natural Queſtions, 
and of Madicinal; Hermagoras 1. 


* 
. i 1 * # A. a * 
_— _— — F_ A 


ar theſe Libri Ludicri were, is yet undecided. 
Her- 


Hermagoras 2. A. Tranſlation of 
Plato's 'Phieds/ An Epitome of Hiſto- 
ty; an Hymn and Dialogue on Æſcu- 
Japius. His Oration on Account of 
the Statue, that was $0 be ſet vp to 
Bim! in O 

„ehen Much 14 bad to hy ob this 
. Myles who was Author of che 
\ Metamorphoſis, I ſhall only add for 
the Information of our little Critics, 
that Apulerns very well diſtinguiſſyd 
his Subject, and therefore adapted 
his Style to the Nature of that; the 
Style of his Golden Ass is extremely 
Luxuriant, it being to Cloath the 
Child of Fancy, Which is always 
gay and gaudy. But i in Kis Apolo- 
gy, ke adapts it Jultly to the Bar. 
In his Philoſophical Works it is 5 

r for the Didactic, and in 

23 it is Conciſe and 12e 
and 1 do not doubt but that he ob- 
; the fame Beauty of Diction 
in all thoſe Works of his that are 
left! But our modern Wits and 
Authors are generally fo Judicious, 


as 
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ds to keep the fame invariable Style, 
let their "Subject be what it will; 
and yet are ſo happy, as to get Re- 
putation by their Ignorance, though, 
indeed it mult be own'd, that it is 
only among the Ignorant; yet ſince 
that is a Party of Figure and Pow- 
er, it proves a great Diſcourage- 
ment to Men of Art and Genius, 
that follow the Antients, Nature 
and Reaſon. But thus it will be 
till ſome Man of Capacity, and 
e in true Policy, ſha reſcue 

rning and Merit 8 its Sub- 
jection to Fools; but our Exgliſh 
Stateſmen have hitherto wanted Pe- 


netration enough to know the Ad- 


vantage, that the Encouragement 
of the Politer Studies are; to a 
State. 

But to return 58 this Digreſſi- 
on. There was another . in 
the Time of Tiberius, his Cogno- 
men was Celſus, a Sicilian, an an 
eminent Phylician, the Maſter of 
 Seribonins Largas, and Valens, as the 

ſame 
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APULEIUS: 
fame Scribonias ſays in his Bol 
the Compoſition of Mauicines al 
Marcellus Empiricus, in the Reign 
of 3 Gratian, put hin 
among the Latin Authors of Medi- 
cinal Diſcourſes. There a Trea- 
tiſe of Herbs aſcribid to our Apu- 
leius, and printed With his Works 
in the Bai Edition, which rather 
ought to be attributed to Celſus the 
Phyſician, before-mentioned ; tho 
the Style reliſn not of the Purity 
of the Auga/iean. Age, nor of the 
Copioulnels of our. Ae. As ill 
Romans do they make of the 
yle and the Thred of the Dif- 
courſes Of Apuleius who would fa- 
ps 10 a of the 
Aſclepius of "Hermes Iriſmigiſtus 
— 4 the Diction of t s Pia 
e is the moſt ſilly and imper- 


tinent of any thing in the Lats 


Tongue, 
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The New Metamorphoſis : ** 
The Pleaſant Trane,” 4 


BE/I:N,G 


The GOLDEN. ASS 
LUCIUS APULEIOS 


'  Improv'd and Alter'd to the © * 
Modern Ti Es and MANNEI Ns. 
NN NN IS SHERSETSE 


The INTRO DUCGCTIORN. 


To Seignior Giovanni Vecchio Letame, of the 
Academy of La Cruſca in Florence, Carlo 
Monte Socio, :of the Academy: of the; Hu- 
moriſti iz» Rome, wiſhes Health, happy Das 
and r, Nights. 

"Een SEND you, my good Friend, 
wich this Billet, a Copy of the 

8 Manuſcript! taken from that of 

Well the memorable Seignior Fumoſo 

de la Fantaſia, of the deli * 


Province di Parnaſo, fill'd With the ſtrange 
Vo I. I. B and 


| 
1 
4 
7 
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and wonderful Fortunes which befel him, 
and the ſurprizing Adventures he met with 
during his long Peregrination in a borrow'd 
Shape, which at once deliver'd him from 
Diſaſters he could not otherwiſe have eſcap'd, 
and gave him Admittance to Secrets he could 
only this way have attain'd. 

I SHALL neither raiſe your Expectation 
from a Promiſe of uncommon Pleaſure in 
the Peruſal, ogg you will find a Variety 

that will bid fair for it) nor anticipate po 
Satisfaction in a prefatory Diſcovery of the 
Deſign. All that I have to tell you of this 
Affair, is, that paſſing into England with 
the Venerian Ambaſſador, during my Stay 
there I had the Fortune to = into an 
Acquaintance Intimacy with Seignior 
Fans de la Fantaſia, whom for 4 we 
us d to call Fautaſio; I this 4 I = the 
Opportunity of ing all his Manuſcripts, 
which 7 . had their Kerl 
particular Excellencies, which at once engag d 

THro' he was not fond of ſhewing his 
Performances to every one he knew, yet I 
had the Happineſs of being one of thoſe in 
' whom he repos d a particular Confidence, to 
which I owe the Li gre me of tran- 
ſeribing what I pleas d from And this 


has made my Power equal to my Will, to 
Eil comply 


The INTRODUCTION. 


comply with your Deſires of having a Tran» 
ſcript of his Transformation into. a Bologna 
Lap-Dog; a Form more opportune for the 
Diſcovery of the Secrets. and Intrigues of 
Ladies and great Men, than that of an Ass, 
who conld not be admitted beyond the very 
Stable, or at moſt to a nearer View of the 
Affairs of the Mob. Let no. Man object, 
that there is more Proportion betwirt an Aſs 
and a Man for Bulk, than betwirt a fine 
Bologna Dog; for the Power of Magick can 
do one as well as the other, and cram a Giant 
into a Pigmy, as well as change the human 
to the beſtial Form. Does not every old 
Woman furniſh us with Proofs of Witches 
being transform'd into Cats, Weeſels, &c. ? 
To the facilitating of this Change, Nature 
had contributed by the diminutive Figure of 
Fauaſio, as you will find in his own Account 
of himſelf. | | 
Bur tho he was not unwilling to let me 
tranſcribe this Piece, as v. ell as others, yet he 
laid his Injunction upon me not to publiſh 
it in Print, left the Incredulity of an impi- 
ous Ape ſhould render his whole Narration 
ſuſpected of Impoſture. 
Mie this Difficulty I had no way 
left but to ſend you the Manuſcript it ſat, 
enjoining you a ſpeedy Return, leſt you be 
tempted ro communicate that to another , 
L #2 Bz2 which 
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which I ſend only for your own Diverſion; 
for I would no more have my Pleaſures com- 
mon, than my Miſtreſs. I have bequeath'd 
this, with the reſt of the Manuſcripts of 
Seignior Fumoſo de la Fantaſia di Parnaſſo, to 
the Yatican Library, to increaſe that celebrated 
Repoſitory of Rarities; and as I deſign you 
my Truſtee in this Particular, ſo I am the 
more willing you ſhould ſee and conſider of 
the Value of the Legacy. | 

Bor I will no longer detain you from 
your more agreeable Converſation with Fun- 
24/70 himſelf, | 


$10 DRE 
New NETAMORPHOsIS.: 
eng 


Pleaſant Transformation. 
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C HAP. I. 
the Country, Parents, Birth, Education, 
wt © Te aber and Tuchnation, * Fantaſio; 
and of his leaving his native Country, and 
Arrival at Rome. 


| HE following ſurprizing Adventures of 
| my Life may —— 8 ſtart a Curio- 
ſity in the Reader, of knowing ſome- 
thing of my Perſon, my Parents, 
WS! my Quality, Birth, Inclinations, and 

ucation. To anticipate therefore 


his Enquiry, I muſt inform him, that my Name is 
" Fumoſo de la Fantaſia, or for Brevity, Don Fantaſio; 
a Family as reputable as any in the whole delightful 


B 3 Province 
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Province di Parnaſſo. My Grandfather (the firſt of 
this Branch of the ng Ad —— 2 I am, ) . was 
Seignior Luciano d' Aſino, m 10 br ont 
4 Oro, my Mother was —.— Muſs a del Inventia 
Daug 9 Giudici de la — all of 
ame Family and celebrated Countrey 

Nar ux, however favourable ſhe has ben 
td be to my Mind, E ve and 
5 al in he Materials of my Body cb q 

n . — —— of her Parfimony i 
my Bulk, ſince ſhe has had ſo great an Eye to Propor- 
— and Uſe. And while 1 2 a } juſt S 8 metry of 
my Parts, and a Sufficiency to their End, I am free 
from the Scandal of Deformity, and Uneaſineſs of In- 
capacity of any Pleaſure which the larger and more 
bulky part of Mankind enjoy: Nay, I have this Satiſ- 
faction iar to my ſelf, to remember the Virtuoſos 
and P yoſophers have always agreed, 0 That the Cun- 

„ Wiſdom of Nature is never ſo apparent as 

moſt minute of her Productions. 

My Mother had the Advan 
nuine Natives of this Clin 3 men ue * eee 
without any of thoſe raging are ſo gene- 
ral in Travel. And as my per Hrs ve her no Pain, 22 
my Being fupply'd her with of Joy whilſt 
I remained under the Guardianſhip of her Eye, and 
Ipe event vere me} Roving dF Pang 

t me, not R m 
Fore: of my Deſtiny, — — 2 
may ye Arms, rudy wget te 

M y Education was prudently adapted-to Bent 
of my Genius, averſe from — barren and — 
Trifles of the Schools, and only EDS 


gayer and ter DoCtines of the M — * 
moſt uſeful to the forming 

ners. My Parents rok ceo indulge 

ons, un Fry al the Arg of 

Studies, which the Cuſtom of the 


 Clination of the People, ally fophy's,” 


— 


250. a 
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As the delightful Province di Parnaſſo enjoys all the 
Indulgence of ſmiling Nature, ſo it ſeldom abounds 
with the Favours of Fortune. That was a Detect, 
which too ſenſibly affected me; fo that fooliſhly unſ: - 

tisfy'd with the Bleſſings of the former, and as fondly 
, of the gaudy of the latter, at the Age 
of eighteen I leave the calmer Receſſes of my paternal 
Abode, in purſuit of the falſe, . ee 
ſpects of Cities and Courts; and brib d by the Hopes 
2 Glory See ſelf in the Legions 

Fortune, Trophies ſhe promis 
with faithleſs Aﬀſomace — all — her: But 
alas! the blind Goddeſs, unmindful of Merit or Juſtice, 

d me to Miſeries as great as furprizing. 

ROME, the proud Head of the Catholick World, 
that holds now almoſt as large an Empire over the 
Conſciences of Nations, as it once did over their Per- 
ſons; Rome, 1 fay, was the Place where I flatter'd m 
ſelf I ſhould arrive to that Grandeur and Wealth which 
already my Hopes had devour'd: For Rome is the Mar- 
ket where Riches and Power are barter d for Words, 
H iſy, or cunning Addreſs. - 

EIN ariv'd in this City, I began to confider 


on the Ladder of Fortune, to mount to that Height 
which my Ambition d. On a narrow Enquiry 
I found that the Cardi umi of the H of 


Popoli, by the Advantage of his Poſts, had it moſt in 
his Power to anſwer my Deſires; for he Was Arch- 
biſhop of Naples, a latere, Chief Miniſter of 
State, and Privado to the Pope; and of Intereſt 

in the fame College one Day to ſeize on the triple 
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ſery'd: to-let- me ſee the Vainneſs of my Hopes, till 


Chance one Day ſupply'd, by a lucky Hit, all other 
Defects. eee 


eee 


CHAP. IL 


Being an Account of Fantaſio's getting into the 


' Family of Cardinal Cantelmi, and of the Fe- 
"ftivals of Gallantry which the Noblemen of 
Rome make in the Churches for the Enter- 
raiument of their Miſtreſſes, which brought 
him to the Knowledge of Donna Thereſa, 
, the beautiful Niece f the Cardinal. 


INzasy with my bad Fortune at Home, 
nl and partly to divert the melancholy 
al Thoughts that might ariſe from too ſe- 
1 rious a View, and partly out of Curioſity to 
ee the celebrated Places of this great City, 
one Day 1 went abroad, and paſſing the Piazza No- 
vanna, my Eyes were ſaluted by a magnificent Church, 
caild de la Pace. The Pork, though adorn'd with 
all the Art of the Architect, and the Advantage of the 
pꝓuteſt white Marble for its Materials, yet unſatisfy d 
with theſe Ornaments, whiel-laſt all the Year long, 
the Prieſts had hung it all round with a thouſand curt- 
ous Pictures of the Maſters, and abundance of Fi- 
gures made in a ſort of Moſaick Work (as I may call it) 
of Silk of various Colours, after the Mode of Bononia, 
which _- is exquiſite in Performances of this Nature, 
Tuts Pomp of the Porch aſſur'd me of ſome So- 
\Jemnity pepe d within worthy the View of a Stran- 
D» Ys 4. 4 ger, 
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ger, and abhvays entertaining to a Devotee of Pleaſure 
and Muſick. On my Entrance I preſently found that 
all this Preparation was for a Feſtival of Gallan 
which ſome Nobleman, or Man of Wealth at 
had exhibited at his own Charge and Expence, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of Italy; where the admirable 
Muſick, and Harmony of Ladies, always invited on 
theſe Occaſions, ſupply the Advantages of the Theatres 
of leſs fanctified Countries. | 
T a1s Feaſt was, as I found on Enquiry, in Honour 
of St. Thereſa; that is, the Name of St.. Thereſa was 
the Bawd of Count Luciano's Addreſſes to Donna The- 
reſa, the beautiful Niece of Cardinal Cantelmi, Arch- 
biſhop of Naples, and Favourite of the Pope: For the 
Saint that is choſe by the Gallants, who are Maſters 
of the Feſtival, bears always the Name of their 
Miſtreſſes to whom it is, in reality, devoted, conſiſt- 
ing of firſt and ſecond Veſpers and Maſſes: For as the 
Painters in their Madonnas always copy their moſt fa- 
vour'd Miſtreſſes, fo theſe noble Devotees through the 
Saint triumphant convey their Addreſſes to the Saint 
44 militant. 
A TrRoONE was erected exactly againſt the Gate 
for the View of all that entred the Church. This 
Throne was ſurrounded with a glorious Company of 
Gentlemen of Quality, among the foremoſt of whom 
fat the Count Luciano, at whoſe Expence this Feaſt 
was exhibited in Honour of St. Thereſa, or rather of 
the Cardinal's Niece, as four other young Noblemen 
had done already in Devotion to their Miſtreſſes. 
Tu x conſtant Ornaments of this Church de [a 
Pace are as magnificent as moſt in this City, bein 
painted and pilt all within, and every where adorn d | 
with Statutes worthy Obſervation; but on this extra- 
ordinary Occaſion ſeveral triumphal Arches were erect- 
ed, embelliſh'd veith the Repreſentation of the ſeveral 
Tranſactions of the Life of St. Thereſa ; all the Figures 
of the holy Hiſtory being wrought in Silk of various 
Colours by the . Church Adorners, 155 
T's" 5 
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tiful enough all over Traly, who had been above three 
Weeks preparing this of hol J. — CF | 
On each ſide the &/ ad the one I have 
mention'd, a Theatre was erected, one for the vocal, 
and the other for the inftrumental Mufick; each Band 
conſiſting of fifty Performers, beſides four Solos in a 
rn Altar, who were the beſt Voices 
Rome. | 
Four hundred and forty five white Wax Candles 
being now lighted, the Muſick all ready, and the Gal- 
lants impatient, the welcome M was brought,. 
that the Lady of the Day, and their Wiſhes, was very 
| near the Church; and the Signal being given on her ſet- 
ing Foot jn the Church, they began the firſt Anthem. 
ONNA THERES Ms Arrival gave a new Air 
to the Faces of the Gallants, over which ſhe ſpread 
a Joy and Satisfaction, to balance the uneaſy. Impati-- 
ence they had felt at her Delay. Tt had been difficult 
for me to have diſcover d the fair Idol of the Solem- 
nity, ſo many Ladies entring the Church with her, 
not Luciano ſtept from the Throne, and led her 
to a Reading-Desk 1 for her, and cover d with 
a Carpet of Crimſon Velvet, n 
golden Fringe; and a great Cuſhion of the fame, moſt 
nichly emboſs'd, was hid for her to kneel on. 
HER Dreſs was modeſt, and her Head*cover'd with 
« large black Veil, which fell down behind and on 
each fide almoſt as low as her Feet, and by it, accord-- 
ing to Cuſtom, her Face was cntirely had; but that 
was an Evil ſhe had the Goodneſs and ity of re- 
moving with a great deal of Addrefs,. for under ſhew 
' of Ricking a Pin, en cw made ſhift to difco« 
ver to the Gentlemen, who ey'd her with abundance 
of Deſire, ſome part of her Face, and threw now and 
then as gracious a Smile and R with her Eyes 
as they could expect or defire. us, tho her Breaſts 
n 23 
| it regardleſly, to give dmirers 
Denn Charming « — 
| I H 
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Tus Muſick was incomparable, and the Anthems, 


taken out of the Canticles, were extremely more ap- 
plicable to the Lady than the Saint; and the Picture 


of the Altar-piece,. the Maſs was to be flid the 
next Morning, T found bo have the Face of the beau 
tiful Thereſa. 


Azovut wok as Grp of Ps ers, two: of 
Gentlemen too Charger ers, to pre 
Ne y of Carrabons, Roſe 


CardinaPs Niece, the Sovereign of "Day; mein 
thoſe Flowers I perceiv'd a Billet nicely, 5 
which immediately, and with abundance of 3 


I could diſcover of its Contents, was, mia Du, ; 
Goddeſ;, The Flowers were no ſooner deli 44 but 
from the Galleries of the Church fell a of 
printed Papers, containing the Praiſe of St. 8 
tho that of Donna Thereſa was chiefly expreſs'd in 
the Verſes. 

Tns' the Muſick laſted four Hours, yet the Splen-- 
dor of the Church, of the Ladies Gallants, and 
the exquiſite „ . the Voices and Inſtruments, 
made it ſeen not half an Hour. 

Tus next Morning I return'd to the Church, no 
leſs charm'd' with the Lady than the Solemnity, anc 
— e es near her 2s 1 tad the Day 

and Monks ſaid Maſi at the Altar, adorn'd 
with the Picture of Donna Thereſa, 9 
Count Luriano and his Miſtteſs; At the beginni | 
High Maſs, from the Galleries fell down I 
Shower of Sonnets, in Praiſe of the Saint and the- 
oung Nobleman, who was at the Expence of the 
Bntertainmens, and was Maſter of the Feſtival... 11 

Ir was One a Clock before High Maſs was done, 
when the Ladies retir'd to their own Homes, and the 
Gentlemen and Prieſts to an mY the Church 
a7 as 
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de la Pace, where a ee Entertainment attend- 
ed them; and the. Muſicians to the Sacriſty, whither 


. 


Count Luciano took care to ſad them large Diſhes of 
Meat, and abundance of rich Wine. | * 
Tux Notes that, according to Cuſtom, were diſtri- 
buted about, ſignify'd that Veſpers would begin exactly 
at three; I was punctual at the time at my Poſt, but 
it was Fixe e er the firſt Anthem began, — Ladies 
and Gentlemen ſettled in their Places. All the diffe- 
1575 tetwixt this and the firſt Veſpers Was, that the 
nthems were 1 and the s, beſides the 
Noſegays, were preſented with Chargers of Sweet- 
meats, with which they fill'd their Handkerchiefs. 
Wurz nothing but Gaiety and Pleaſure fill d all 
the Place, I found a Pain in my Breaſt peculiar to my 
ſelf: Not but I ſuppoſe I a great many of that 
Aſſembly Companions in my Paſſion for the charmin 
Thereſa; but none but my ſelf lay under theſe Diffi 
ties of Deſpair which my P and my Circum- 
ſtances. con{pir'd to throw on me. They were all 
Men ef Quality, and the Favourites of Fortune, come- 
ly and 1 and furniſh'd with the Advanta- 
of Folly and Impertinence, to render them - 
CE I Raman: on the pon , I was a Child in 
Appearance, a in my Condition, divided in m 
Mg between Ambition and Love, and haunted with 
Sentiments not laviſh, nor trifling enough to make a 
ſucceſsful Addreſs. - Tis true, both Love and Ambition 
might find in the Perſon of Thereſa Matter | 
for my Hopes, yet deſtitute, of Friends and Money, 
and wanting that neceſſary * more prevalent 
th the Fair than Merit or Dignity, Deſpair was the 
ly. and terrible Object of my Thoughts; For- 
tune, that loves to make a Sport of our Ces, 
and rules with an abſolute, Sway in human Affairs, 
rurn'd all my Defects to my Advantage, and gave me 
that Succeſs which her more happy Mignons ſigh d 


fog in van. 
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— Son A 


9 2 never 8 thn 
Or think you can retire, T 
little God of 7 is ſure, 


' Whered'r he ſhews his Fire, * 


II. 


If Acme's Charms are out of Sight, 
Bright Chloe's come in View; 

And where her Eyes diſpenſe their Ligh, 
There's no Retreat for you... 


* 


III. d 
For Chloe has a thouſand Charm. 
To wound your tender Heart, 


While you againſt ſuch pleaſmg Harms 
Hope no er or t. 


W. 755 

For ah! like the ſoft Syren's Vaite 
Tour raviſh'd Senſe ſhe charms;  * © 

D.. 
And periſh in (Ft 


Tax lft Ceremony „ 
and Sweetmeats 1742 in being Handkerchief, ſhe laid 
dee de per l. e . 2 f. ha 

e, and had given the Count Luciano a Return 

the Honours he had done her, while turnin too 
at a Noiſe on the other fide of the Church, 

down her Cargo of Flowers and Fruitz they 

a me on th Tea th Fa a at leg 


* a 


* 
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in my Arms before they could reach the Ground, 
and with no ſmall Eagerneſß kiſlmg their Cover, r 
met her fair Hande, and return'd them to Donna 
Tux Addreſs of my Delivery ſeem'd too — 2 
for my Age, which the Stnallneſs of my Perſon 
would perſuade not to exceed eleven Years; my Hair 
was of a lovely Awbourn, and in wanton Ringlets 
fell down my Shoulders, while my Forehead was 
crown'd with a Wreath of ſmaller Curls; my Face, 
tho naturally freſh and blooming, was then made 
more ruddy with a conſcious Bluſh of Deſire and 
Love. As my Locks were of Gold, fo was my 
Complexion of Alabaſter, which received a heightning 
Warmth from the perfect Vermilion of my 5. 
my Eyes were black as Sloes, and as ſprightly as 
Fire; tho' qualified then * maren Look on 
fo celebrated a Beauty. All tog I was-an Ob- 
ject too izing to ſuffer Thereſa not to take no- 
tice ot my Perſon, and Addreſs. But infinitely plea- 
ed with my Perſon, and Officiouſneſs, and privi- 
ledg'd by my childiſh 3 ſhe raiſed me to 
her Seat; where ſhe was pleaſed, by a thouſand agree-- 
able Queſtions, to enquire into my Parentage, Cir- 
cumſtances, and Name; and finding me a Wanderer 
in the Wilderneſs of Fortune, ſhe promiſed me a 
Patronage in my Addreſſes to her Uncle, the Caidinal 
Cantelmi, Whoſe Service I acknowledg'd my felt am 
bitious of obtaining. — j 
Tur Prayers now being over, and the Feffival 
perform d, the young Luciano was not a little proud 


and delighted with hi theent — of all 
—_ Solemnity, and with Pleaſure in his Eyes 
received the congratulatory Applauſes of all his Com- 
anions. - Now every Lady return'd to her Abode, 
aden with Flowers and Sweetmeats, and what they 
valy'd' moe, the Billets and Vows of their Lovers: 
— theſe Feſtivals are the Rendezvous of the Gay, 
and the 'Amorous, where the Ladies, confin'd by a 
p too 


Clap H. Ser AS — if 


too r by the Indul- 
ee b.. ch, and its Devotions, un- 
27 . 4 
and uoully contriving 
Bow te n 6 as our alia 
en Chi wands le fe N 
Feſta in puaca Tempo ne fa una Putana. That is, He 
ths fans is Dyer 1 NON FO Is For 
make hey a Whore 
For while the marry? d and Lads are ra 


ben a hex vat on th ether that — ve pc 


opportunity of looking them in the Faces, and of 
conveying Billetdeux into their Hands, But I have- 
no cauſe of Quarrel to the Liberties and Indulgence 
Hot, e 
ing, as my acquaintance” Dona Thereſa, . 
\ Saint of yy Vows, and the agreeable Inlet ts. 
Ambition and Love. For charmd with my Con- 
verſation, ſo un to my ſerming Yeats, ſhe-t 
me Home with her, and with no ſmall | 
recommended me to the Cardinal; telling him the 
Events of my — * — my Orphan Condition, 
as unable to expect rt from my Parents. 
* find fornethy in me 


s of m expreſ- 
n e 
woul dier ar in in Tim and her Fat 


I vis Cate vas thot a little ſurpriz'd at my Dic 
courſe; pleas d with my Perſon, and ind his 
Niece's innocent Inclinations, he eaſily admitted me 


into his Family, and mme 
aul Thereſa, 2 


I 


eu 
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4 decent the Terre Fs of the 
Cardinal's 7 and the apretable Proſpett 
e, Succeſs to his Forte; till Love. inter- 
vew'd, and loſt him in a Paſſion for the Beuu- 
tal Thereſa, | Niece to the Cardinal; and 
v1 4 E 5 in the Carapiat's e 


T Splendor and 1 of the Candid? 


| s, I defi 1d, Crane: and Afflu- 
22) ence A round in a N and ever 
| Hour was crown'd with mp, and wit 
Plaiire; whilſt cach Gatisfy'd that Appetite which 
Variety created, and Enjoyment could not deſtroy. 
HA v in fach Bleſſings, with Pity I look'd down 
on the inſipid Retreat o my, Parents,” and ſmil d at 
their Choice of a ww; InaQvity, "al Com of 5 


rl os ſo tranſporting as Cities, 
mg my. 1 ent in uitting VG * 
lug my {elf in of © m e Refaly, 
ch had brought 345. Ned ne'er al 


5 known, . 1 me 1 

iew. 

. © Here Fortune ſeems to have declar'd on my fide, 
in placing me directly in the Road to Preferment ; 
where I might have 2 a Looſe to my Ambiti 

fince Imagination could ſcarce form any thing 8 

extra t that I might not have ſome Hopes of, 

from Fondneſs of the Cardinal, and the Indul. 


r Adventures more ur common, and d me 
2 to 


gave me a bewitching Earneſt of 
; 15 Yo 


of his Niece, But Fate, that had Gan me 


* 5 
— 


r a 7 tie a. A. 6 a6 — 


— — — 8 b e w<4 


— 
— — 


Ported ts 22 


— 


* m 
— 


Chap. III. Go r DIY Ass. 17 


to Misfortunes peculiar, as extraordinary, rouz d 
that Fire of Love fo mconfiſtent with Ambition 
Glory. To this End, ſhe made uſe of the Height 
of my Favour to begin my Diſaſters, while There/a's 
Eyes, and thoſe other Charms which the Privilege 
of my Place and Appearance diſcoyer'd , ſmooth d 
the . way to the Precipice, down which I muſt 
fall. For though Ambition put in no ſmall Chim to 
my Heart, yet the es Folly of my Country, 
commanded the greater ſhare ; for . few have been 
born in the Province of Parnaſſo, who have not be- 
tray'd ſo peculiar a Tendency to Love, as to 
ſurrender all other Conſiderations to its Satisfaction: 
An amorous Conftitution being the natural Product 
of 175 K | 1 2 
ow was it then poſſible for me to ſee perpe- 
ow the dazling Beauties of Thereſa, without a 
Paſſion ion d to the Cauſe? Which was eve- 
ry day heightn'd by the Liberties ſhe took of drei- 
g. and undreſſing before me. Who without Ago- 
nies of Defire could ſee Breaſts round and hard as an 
Apps a Skin whiter than the driven Snow, ſuffu- 
with a glowing Warmth, that brighten'd the 
lour, and hephtentd the Temptation, ſofter than 
'Down of Swans, and ſweeter than all the 
Spices of Arabia? Legs turn'd with all the Exa 
of Proportion: In , every Limb and Part ſo 


m the Pains of conſulting ſo many ſeveral Beauties 


erfect, that had ſhe fat, to 4pelles, ſhe had fav'd 
5 finiſh the Picture of the bright Queen of Love, 


Height of 9 Idea. * n 

| ou ma imagine what Fires ſuch Sights, 
as theſe — 11e W Oo in Matter ſo ſuſceptible 
of the Flame as my Heart. It cannot be expreſs d 
how I burnt with continual and* ardent Deſires to, 
2 ſuch Beauties, that would corrupt St. Francis 
himſelf in ſpite of his Refuge in his Wife * 
——— HE 


1 nh] 


"Thereſa alone had been ſufficient to riſe up to the. 
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| that might rob me of th 


Tux Liberties ſhe allow'd me of tender Careſſes was 
a vain Solace that only encreas'd my Deſire; for under 
the Notion of a Child ſhe believ d Al her Permiſſions 
inoffenſive. Jn often did I claſp my Arms round 
her Legs, and preſs d them with ſuch Ardour, and 
ſuch Kiſſes, that often ſurpriz'd her with Wonder! 
How oft have I figh'd on her Breaſts, and panted with 
Pleafure, with my Lips cleaving faſt to her Kell 
heaving Boſom, without any Suſpicion of m 
of ſatisfying a Paſſion I ſeem'd to be d of 4 
fore the Age of Accompliſpment. 

Ar the Relief I found was now and then by 
venting my Paſſion in Verſe, which yet I durſt not 
fhew to 1 e a Diſcovery 

© charming Liberties hi. 
were given to my Impotence, Cide I made 


one Day when I retir'd from thoſe Viſions of Beauty, 


which only ſerv d to torment, not make me happy. 
0D E. 


1.5 


E SS was the Greeian Dame, 
"Who ee with her Eye, the Flame, 


y Tow'rs on Fire, 
made prod te Bic expire 
IT. | 
To charming Llamas wg 1 


Unſa dated a ; 
Confeſi d her . 
Aud while t eee 
The Fort he ſeizes 

But the tumultous avs the foals 


The lov'd, divine Impoſtor ſoon reveals, 
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m. 

Had Venus with my Cælia ſtrove; 

For Beauty's er rhe Idalian Grove, | 

1 the of Love. 
e ent Beauties had ſo charm u the Bi. 

He had hep 


d no diſtant, no adult 
And ſonght _—_— 1 1 ler 7 Troy. 


1 Hab not been loog in the Family but as I per- 
ceiv'd my {elf touch'd with the Charms of Thereſ#, ſo 
J found my {elf attack d by the fulſam and brutal In- 
clinations of the Men, 45 Bathyllus, Hylas, nay, 
and ſometimes Cupid, was my Name in their Mouths; 
but that which gave me the greateſt Uneaſineſs, was, 
that I found the Cardinal himſelf not exempt from 
that abominable Guſto: Him only I had cauſe to fear, 
both trom his Power, and from my lying in a Bed in 
his Anti-Chamber. Had he been now as violent as 
Mead ane qa here the Scene of my ima- 

Bea Banat muſt bare Tue vp and I muſt infa- 
mouſly have ſunk under his Deſires, or felt his Reſent- 
2 for a Refuſal, which . 

renn 

Bur as yet the Paſlionbnly play'd about his 
Heart, and it was. not ſo violent as to his 
Buſineſs, the Multiplicity of which at that time en- 

d his Hours too much to allow any Pleaſure. 

Bur Fortune once more ſmiling in my Diſtreſ, 
mov d Donna Thereſa to take me With her, as a Di- 
verſion of her Solitude in her Retirement to a Villa of 
the Cardinal's near Tivoli, about fifteen. Miles from 
Rome, and from whence you have a Proſpect not 
en of that Ci, bt of te beat. Gounry al 


— 
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y CAA Dries thin ror? ha 


A Deſeription of the Villa of Cardinal\Can- 
telmi at Tivoli: Aud an Acconnt of The- 
reſa's going into the Bath, and Fantaſio's 
; Aniſton to divert. her with Diſcourſe. 


HE Hlla of Cardinal Cantelmi having a 
$ lofty Situation, has an agreeable View of 
all the Campania of Rome. The Houle is 
of the Jonick Order, and a ſquare Figure, 
and tho adorn'd with many Rarities of Art, the Bar- 
dens'draw the Admiration of all Strangers; for being 
on the ſide. of a Hill, there are four Rows or Degrees 
of Deſcent . each furniſſid with Caſcades, Grottos, 
and Water- Works, of admirable Art and Variety. 
The River Auio, which runs behind this Hill, being 
admitted by ſecret Conveyances cut through the Rocks 
x the Mas, ſupplies. all theſe — 4 . 
ater; for the Gardiner b * ing a great 
in as much as is f hel for the. Fountains , Caſ- 
cades, Grottos, Giraldola, and all the other exquiſite 
Water-Works. Hence is made a moſt ſpacious Foun- 
tain, and Stairs of Water, which dire&s your Eye to 
a Walk of two hundred Paces in h, adorn'd 
with frequent little Stone Fountains Bafins on 
each fide, which fill your Ears with pleafing Mur- 
murs, caſting out little Jets of Water as you. pas | 


On the turning a great Cock above, at once ſuch 
Noore of Wind and Water iſſues out to the great Giran- 
dola below in the Grotto, that it makes a perfect Imi- | 
tation of Thunder, Hail, Rain, and a Miſt. Here is 
a Statue of a Centaur, which winds the Horn, which 
he holds to his Mouth in perfect good Meaſure. There 
fits Apollo on Mount Parnaſſus, and being W 

W 


82 
A” 


tA. 
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with a Circle of the nine Muſes, form a Symphony 


. Wind Muſick, while the thorough Baſe is play d 
on an Hydraulick Organ. 


- Frem the 2 enter a quadrangular 
Court, in each Angle, ſi n 
a Statue of Fortune on 8 the Action ſo juſt 
and natural, that they ng, as it were, the 
voluble Ball, on b ' only Ea to have ſtood 
for the Advantage of the ; for their Motion was 
A lively, that "I not perſuade your ſelf that 
were fix d, but flying. 
N the. midi of this Quadrangle flood a val Rock 
of white Marble, cut out into various Repreſentations. 
The firſt Figure, "which fronts the Gate as. you enter. 
is the Statue of Diana, a Piece of admirable Perfecti- 


on; her. Garments looſe and flowi and driven back, 


as it were by a contrary Wind, diſcover d an Action 
both lively and ſtrong, and full of the venerable Ma- 
jeſty of the Goddeſs. On each _ of her ſtood, or, 
1 may almoſt fay, wal, ouples;. their 


m'd to menace, 3 erect, Ve 
oſtrils Aue out Wi hot Mouth open 
with ſo natural, a Fj - od any Barking 


ppen -near . 0 u would ſwear that it came 
Sem. = as les o I And that which ſeem'd 
none of the leaſt Piece of M 2 the Carver, was, 

that as were cut in the Act of Running, 75 
with Breaſts erected their Fore Feet [agen 
rum the hindermoſt, fix d to the Stone, Ger 175 to 
their Career. Behind the Goddeſs, the marble hop 
Tiling, higher in the Form of a Cave or . We 
cover d with Maſs, Graſs, Leaves, and Spri 

it was ſhaded with young Vines, whoſe ing Tov Ten- 
drils twin'd about x Gringing g and flouri 

that fill up Ro Legge here the Bri NE fakes 
Marble n a rt of . on the Hollow. of 
the Grotto. pom the Extremities of the Bork 
wander d a charming Foliage, from whence 

Cluſters all manner of From. as Apples, Grapes, 2 
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A Deſoription of the Villa of Cardinal Can- 

telmi at Tivoli: Aud an Account of The- 
reſa's going imo the Bath, and Fantaſio's 
 Adzniſſion to divert her with Diſcourſe. 


HE Villa of Cardinal Cantelmi having a 
lofty Situation, has an agreeable View of 

all the Campania of Rome. The Houle is 
of the oni Order, and a ſquare Figure, 

tho' adorn'd with -many Rarities of Art, the Gar- 
dens'draw the Admiration of all Strangers; for being 
on the ſide. of a Hill, there are four Rows or Degrees 
of Deſcent , each furniſſid with Caſcades, Grottos, 
and. Water- Works, of admirable ' Art and Variety. 
The River Anio, which runs behind this Hill, being 
admitted by ſecret Conveyances cut through the Rocks 
of the Mountains, ſupplies. all theſe ens with 
Water; for the Gardiner by turning a great Cock lets 
in as much as is ſufficient for the Fountains , Caf- 
cades, Grottos, Girandola, and all the other exquiſite 
Water-Works. Hence is made a moſt ſpacious Foun- 
tam, and Stairs of Water, which dire&ts your Eye to 
a Walk of two hundred Paces in h, adorn'd 
= frequent little Stone Fountains Bafins on 
| fide, which fill your Ears with pleaſing Mur- 


A 


murs, caſting out little Jets of Water as you. paſs 


On the turning a great Cock above, at once ſuch 
Aoore of Wind and Water iſſues out to the great Giran- 
dola below in the Grotto, that it makes a perfect Imi- 
tation of Thunder, Hail, Rain, and a Miſt. Here is 
a Statue of a Centaur, which winds the Horn, which 
he holds to his Mouth in perfect good Meaſure. There 


ſits Apollo on Mount Parnaſſus, and . 
w 


Don Com 


Chap. IV. GOT DEN Ast. 27 
with a Circle of the nine Muſes, form a Symphony 


.ot Wind Muſick, while the thorough Bale is d 
on an Hydraulick Organ. Pay 


- Fre: the Portico you enter a quadrangle 
Court, in each Angle, _ rted by tens Piles 
a Statue of Fortune on ed ta... the Action fo juſt 
and natural, that they ſeem ſpurning, as it were, the 
voluble Ball, on which only ſeem d to have ſtood 
for the Advantage of the Riſe; for their Motion was 
2 that you could not perſiade your ſelf tha 
were fix'd, but flying. 
be mid of tb Quadrangle hood a wall Rock 
of white Marble, cut out into various Repreſentations. 
The firſt Figure, which fronts the, Gate as. you enter. 
is the Statue of Diana, a Piece of admirable Perfecti- 


on; her Garments looſe and flo and driven back, 


as it were by a contrary Wind, diſcover d an Action 
both lively and ſtrong, and full of the venerable Ma- 
12 of the Goddeß- 2 Page * of her ſtood, or, 


deere amps ay, ran uples; their 
d. to menace, EF 8 Rood erect, their 

oſtrils NN out their Mouth open d 
with { natural. a Ffercegels, that. ſhould any Barking 
near rhe ould ſwear that it came 


trom theſe Beagles DB 1 * that which ſeem'd 
none of the leaſt Piece of M in the Carver, was, 
that as they were cut in the Act of R while 
with Breaſts erected their Fore Feet ſeem per to 
rum the hindermoſt, fix d to the Stone, Ge d to ſto 
their Career. Behind the Goddeſs, the marble R 
higher in the Form of a Cave or Grotto, ; was 
cover d with Moſs, Graſs, Leaves, and Sprigs. Here 
it was ſhaded with young Vines, whoſe curling Ten- 
. drils twin'd about the {pringing and flouriſhing 'Shrubs, 
that fill up the Landſca here the Bri — of the 
Marble caſt a gloomy ſort of Light on the Hollow. of 
the Grotto. ound, the Extremities of dab. the Back 
wander d a charming Foliage, from whence 
Cluſters all manner of Fruit, as Apples, Grapes, 2 
19 3 rina, 
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rins, and the like, ſo curiouſly finiſh'd and poliſh'd, 
that emulous Art ſeem'd to have equall'd Nature her 
ſelf; while it deceiv'd the Eye into a Belief, that 
ſome of them, ripen'd by the autumnal Beams of the 
TIE cert Bens york 


pull d by the _ 
Ts cling Ey _ the Stream, 
chat ranking hs down * ock, gently to 


into the ico the murnuring Food, fl faſt 15 be the 


deluded by the 


2 Art of the Carver, 25 to be perſuaded they fav 
an Branches of the Vines receive an 

mary Motion from the Current of the Stream inte 
r over- 


be nc re „you diſcover the Statue of 


and Earneſtneſs fat viſibly in - 
Dyes, whie wi Impatience he waited the 
Di 


6 diltob'd of her Cloaths, 


and naked to his View. 

Lor in Admiration of theſ admirable Wonders 
of Art, my charmi mrs me by the Hand, 
2 by deſt thou entertain 
* thy ſelf with NE Bs of Aru whe are 
1 th? Gif dach: Wonder of its Original Nature? Come 
2 along with me, it is time to refreſn our ſelves 


the Fatigue of — een ſhall have time 


enough to contemplate all ents of this Villa 
« 'during this Month's Stay here at — 5 


r 
R- ders the 


On the Walls was . pled with Gol, 


" ZEneas, even to the ve, and the Storm, which met 
R Place on the Top of the Stairs. The 
| "eas og and nc lively yet the Painter fem d 
| n in the various Fi- 
and | ZEneas, all within our View, there 
82 Relemblge or Lkene in der fer 
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THENCE We by te to an A 
allotted for Thereſa. Where, fatigu'd with the Jour- 
ney and Heat of the Day, being thrown on a Couch, 
her Maids undreſſing her Head and lovely Body, dif- 
cover d ſuch Charms that filld my Eyes with Pleaſure, 
and my Face with Bluſhes of warm Deſire, Bei 
near undreſs'd, ſhe order d my Gown to be 
and me to be undreſsd, that I might be more cool. 
I obey'd her, but fGigh'd to ſee her retige to the Bath 
\without me, leaving only to Imagirſtion what the 


Waters conceal'd. | r! 2 
1 Ha not been long undrelf, a G upon 
the Couch, more uneaſy with Dyſire than the Fatigue 
of the Journey, but the Maids brought me Orders to 

ir to their Lady, who deſigning to indulge her 
Pleaſure in the Bat had a mind to divert the Time 


the more agreeably with my innocent Prattle, 1 
with more — than | dirt yet diſcover, arr 
with the Thought of being ſo near the naked Beauties 
of 19 where my Eyes would be 
but faintly excluded from a full View of her Perſon, 
by ſo tranſparent a Veil as the Water. | 

hs, according 


THe Bath was made of various Dept i 
to the Perſon, or Uſe that was made of it; on the 
fartheſt fide from the Entrance was a Couch of Mar- 
ble, on which one might lie with nothing but the 
Head above the Water, There it was I found the 
charming Thereſa extended at full with one 
Arm thrown over her Head, and her iprightly Eyes 
Full of iſhing Deſire, while her Face, cover'd all 
over with a conſcious Bluſh, promis'd to the happy 


Man that thus could attack her no obſtinate Reſiſtance. 


Beyond this watry Couch the in of the Bath is 
rais d about two Foot, where ſhe bid me lie down, 
rler | 
Tuo my Heart was too full of the Charms that 
were ſo near me, to be pleas d with diverting my 
Thoughts to a Story that was foreign to my Wiſhes, 
et I was not lefß inclin'd by Choice than by 2 
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to obey her Commands. Having therefore thrown my 
{elf down by her on the Margin of the Bath, with my 


ee 
tion 


rat n r th fh: 
nA. v. 


FF 


deric and Catalina of Toledo. 


ot. 1 2 To 214. 


17 JON Frederic of Taledo was a Man of ad- 
— cmirable Accompliſhments of Perſon and 
| Mind; he was proper, well ſhap'd, and 
oy active; danc d and ſung, and rode with 
all the Grace of the Court. N theſe 
Advantages, he had a Wit ready and ſpritely, and fur- 
niſh'd with all the charming Art of bene Per aGon, that 
might win thoſe Ladies to his Pleaſure, who could re- 
fiſt the Beauties of his Perſon. Don Frederic had a 
| Houſe in a Village about two Leagues from 
Toledo, whither he often retir'd in the Heat of Sum- 
mer to loſe himſelf from Company and Buſineſs in 
his Grottos and Shades. 
Tua livd in that Village an old Gentleman 
call'd Sancho, of a Fortune broken, and a Family not 
very ancient or noble; however, Don Sancho IT 
only one Daughter, the beautiful Gang by his 
Donna Elvira, a Woman of a hty Temper, and 
Family of Quality, liv'd in this ——— with as 
much Reputation and Satisfaction as a Man could take 
in Sufficience, when he had thrown off all Thoughts 
of Ambition. Catalina was his only Comfort, and 
Catalina was his only Care: How to diſpoſe well of 
her in Marriage was the Subject of all his Conſidera- 
tions ; 


4 


| 


| 
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tions; but being able to give little or nothing in hand. 


all her Fortune lying in uncertain Rev fevy - 
Matches preſented agreeable to her Wiſhes or her Be. 
ſires 


SHB- was young and beautiful, tall ſlender, and: 
ſtrait as an Arrow ;” but had a Heart more lofty than 
her Perſon, full of Ambition, Self. Opinion, and Vio- 


lence: The Merit ſhe had in her Body was a Snare to 


her Mind, perſuading her that all things were due to 
her Beauty: The Gardens of Don Frederick were the 
moſt! curious of any in Spain; ſo that when he was at 
Toledo, the Maſter. 1 gave free Toleration to 
Donna Catalina to divert her ſolitary Hours with ſo 
pleaſing a Promenade: And for her greater Conveni- 
ence, ſhe had a Key to a Back-Door, which was not 
many Steps from that of her Father's. No notice 
being given of Don Frederict's unexpected Arrival, 
Catalina having wander d round the Walks and Par- 
terres, was retir'd in the Heat of the Day into a 


lonely. 
Grotto, and there fell aſleep. This happen d to he the 


very Place where Don Frederick us d to paſs an Hour 
ar two every Day when he was in the Country: And 
hither he paſs'd (the Gardiner being out of the way) 
without any notice of the Famil 


Tn Couch on which Cat s ds 


Nich of the. Grotto, obſcure th, and the 
Shadow of the Banks that roſe a — it. A Foun- 
rain that ſupply d a ſmall Bath exactly fronts it, in 
which Don Nealerel 2 5 waſh'd linda, eſpe · 
cially ſoon after his the Villa. Prepar d there- 
tore for this, he comes only in his Gown, Which ſaon 
thrown off, he plunges into the Water; the Noiſe 
awak'd Caralina into a terrible Susprize, which ſuffer'd' 
her not to move from the Place where the lay; Don 


Frederick immediately came out naked in her View, 


to throw f into the Bath, which was of 

too cold a Nature to ſuffer him to remain in it above 
two or three Minutes at a time. Having repeated 
Vor. 1 E this 


| 
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this Exerciſe about four or five times, rubbing hin{elf 
dry, he put on his Shirt and his G rn. 

-You ob imagine what a Condition poor.Catalina 
was in, to be found alone in fo ſolitary a Place, where 
ſte had no Right to be, and at the opening her Eyes 
faluted with a Sight ſo agrecable, yet ran for the 
View of a Maid; and 3 — 
without go > ——_— of the Parts. 
What to do fhe could nor what courſe to 
take in this Diſtreſs : To iy the could nor; withaes 
— the — ſhe would not be thought d 
| . T there ſhe expogd: ber ſelf wo his 
Mercy, cr kel to his Aue which: not be- 
without ſome Affront to her laſt ſhe 
came to a Reſolution of lying ſtill, d eee 
that Sleep he bad driven from her by his coming 
ſince this might keep her from his Obſervation, or at 
leaſt ſecure her from the Impuration of having beheld 
what ſhe ſhould not have ſeen. 

"DON FREDERICK being now wrapt up in his 
Gown, came directly to the h where Catalina 
was laid, with her Face hid with her Ag and 2 
ingly aſleep. Don Frederic s A 
ſome of his own Domeſticks, w 10 Ip Ben her el 
' there to ſpy on his Retreat.) rais'd Hee ſomething 
roughly; but ſhe ſeeming to ſtart from profound Sleep, 
diſcover'd a ze, and a N that charm'd and 
amaz'd him. He made an Apology for his Rudeneſs 
oy 2 2 o Repoſs; ſhe for intruding into 

her Ignorance of his bein in the Coun- 

for arg be A not elſe have expos d her ſelf to his 

wy fo and her Confuſion, But he aſſur d her that 

he bleſs'd the Indulgence of his Fortune, that by ſo 

an Accident had brought to his Sight the moſt 

— Lady in Spain: Nor could he ſuffer her to de- 

part till ſhe had given him ſome Aſſurance of another 

ofthe Fu of offering” her a Heart REY till then, 
of Love, q 

| a © 
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Ir would be tedious to t all the Refuſals, and 
Struggles betwixt Deſire and Honour which ſhe found 
in her Breaſt, or to tell you with what ſeeming Re- 
juctance ſhe ſuffer d her {elf to be compelld to fit a 
few Moments to, hear the amorous Complaint of Dow 
Frederick. His Tongue and Perſon were too bewitch- 
ing to leave Catalina indifferent; and after an Inunda» 
tion of Vows of Conſtancy and Honour, ſhe allow d 
him. the firſt Freedoms of a fortunate Lover; and in 
the, midſt of a thouſind Kiſſes promis d him a ſecond 
Hearing. Thus fwelld with vain Hopes of marrying 
a Grandee, and pleas'd with the Beauty of his Perſon, 
ſhe retir d through the Back-Door to her own Garden. 
* Catalina, as wounded as ſhe was, had not yet 

m the ſoft Paſſion of Love the Cunning of a de- 
ſigning Woman, who would turn all things to her 
Intereſt and Advantage. She was too pleas d with 
her Conqueſt not to endeavour to fix it, and by the 
Difficulty of ſeeing her ſhe hop'd to heighten his De- 
fire, and fo win him to Marriage, to ſatisfy a Paſſion 
| ſhe had reſolv d mt 15 ally ca tines 
Terms. 

FREQUENTLY would Don Frederick walk near 
the Wall of her Garden, and with his Voice and Guitar 
make his Songs plead that Love which was deny'd a 
more near and ſecret Advocate to argue. He ſung too 
well, and play d too muaſterly, not to blow up the Fire 
that was already too well kindled in the Boſom of 
Catalina: So that unable to act a falſe Severity any 
longer, by a Billet thrown over the Wall, ſhe appoint- 
ed the next Evening for a ſecond Interview 10 5 
Garden: The Time is come, and Don Frederick im 
tient, waits ready at the Door to catch her in hi 
Err Go bo hs 

He was all on fire w w her, 
when he touch'd her; and unable to ſupport the Vio- 
lence of a Paſſion which ſo much Beauty had inſpir d, 
and ſo much Cruelty hitherto deny'd the Power ot 
accompliſhing. You _ imagine nothing was want- 

2 5 ing 
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15 in him eh the Mr and. it was with. no 
A 


fall Difficul then e the Fury of his Em- 
races; e este e ind rehery 2 5 | 
had, very, near betray'd t Garriſon of her Pride to 
ſufler a Storm, Which elſe de might have prevented; 
But Pride ard Honour rallying, drove back the Enemy, 
while ſhe ſprung from his Arms and ran to the Door; 
pur not able to open it before he had overtaken her, 
& proteſted The Would cry out, unleſs he let her de- 
art from 'a Rudeneſs that had taught ea to think of 
im no more, unleſs he could ſecure her of not pdf- 
| ng the terrible Boundaries of Honour... .. |...) 
*"$7x vcx With Deſpair at an Anger that ſeem'd too 
ſincere 'to carry any ing of Diguiſe he -humbled 
himſelf to his Knees, and with a dying Deſpondence 
in his Eyes yow'd ſolemnly, for the future, Honour 
only ſhould be the Guide of his Conduct, if ſhe 
would forgive his paſt Madnefs, and continue the Fa- 
vour of her Converſation, .. We calily. belicve what 
5 n it is ee for a Heart 8 i 
e Cauſe to give a ent impartial, ſince Paſſion 
is 2 Pribe kad peel 7155 any one to reſiſt. Thus 
Catalina corrupted with the ſeeming Sincerity of his 
Vows and Aſſurances, promis d to meet bike again 
the next Evening. She kept her Word, but would 
not be ſo confident in his to venture with him into 
any cover'd Walk or Arbour; and he un willing ta 
alarm her Fears and Miſtruſts, ceas d to preſs what 
Teem'd ſo diſagrecable. Kiſſes, and tender Preſſings o 
the Hand, and ſtoln Careſſes, with Vows of Loves 
Conftancy, were ſuffer d in open Air; Which chin Diet 
was all the Food of his Love and Deſire, till his Con- 
duct had given her Confidence enough to venture 
with him any where. AMS . 3 


* 


Tus Kiſſes and Embraces, and the near Con- 
verſation wn the Object of his; Wiſhes, was, too 
Watm to let his Thoughts of Enjoyment expire; yet 
he was ſo admirable a Maſter of Diſſimulation, tha 
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under the gentleſt Preſſures of her ſoft Hand, and 
Kiſſes as modeſt as Love could allow; Having con- 
tinu'd this Conduct now near a Fortnight together, 
and travers d alt the ſplitary Paths of the Garden, with- 
out any Offer like thoſe at the beginning of the Amour, 
ſhe ventur'd one Night into a Grotto remote from the 
Houſe, and out of Ear-ſhot from any of the Neigh- 
bours, being in a Grove about the midſt of the Gar- 
den. There he had prepar d a Collation for her, and 
only one Servant attended at a diſtance, who only 
ſerv'd to give her the more Confidence to deſcend 
into a Place elſe ſo dangerous for two young Lovers 
to enter. nn FF 8 
Tux Collation being ended, and the rich Wine 
drank off, be- order d his Servant to fetch him a Bottle 
of fine Cordial, abſolutely — * after ſo plentiful 
a Deſert of Fruit: This was his Que to return no 
more. The Servant being gone, and the Table re- 
mov'd, he takes her by the Hand, and fo walks u 
and down, ing how infinitely he was ſtruc 
with her Charms, that it was impoſſible: to live 
longer without her ; and that if ſhe would not, with 
a Barbarity too cruel for ſo tender a Boſom, have him 
periſh before her, ſhe muſt not uſe him with all that 
rigorous Reſerve which ſhe had: hitherto affected. 
Nor giving her time to reply, he ſtopp'd her 
Mouth with Kiſſes, and run over her Boſom with 
Fingers tranſported; till for want of Breath rhe 
ſtruggling Nymph fell back on the Couch, where firſt 
ſhe had ſeen this fatal Don + Frederick, She bit, ſhe 
ſcratch'd, ſhe tore, and exclaim'd, but all in vain; the 
Cavalier puſh'd on his Fortune, and now almoſt 
poſſeſs d of the Fort, ſhe got from his Arms; but he 
toon recover'd his Prey, and with all rhe foft endear- 
ing Actions and Words aſſaults her Reſolution, © She 
preſſes Marriage, he makes no doubt of the Terms, 
aſſuring her with Oaths, that on the Dearth of his 
Mother he would make good his Promiſes, not being 
able in her Life to diſpoſe of himſelt without a For 
2 C3 tune, 
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nume, but with the Lo of his own, . Pride, Ambi- 
tion, and Love, now;unite, and ſhe melts with his 


; 2b by ling exery Moment leſs and 
- fs, as be pid Alan of Marriage and a 


' Pass238» now of al he could deſire, there nothi 
2506p lore $0.mopent the Þ as oft as he 


In the Intervals 3 now . thrown 
ec. n ene 
of an Opera. 


Love! how ploaſcng are Chaney | 
1 K there alone true gan tics 
$821 Torments paſt o er- paid I 
t Wha Eon le, — any 2, 
| Love ! ng are thy Chains 
Por there alone — Freedom e | 


.. CATALINA, who had. noill Voice, a 
acquainted with Muſick, reply amen TO 
e, as ſhe imagin d. | 


At bow ſweet it ia 10 find 2 
; The Lover in the Husband's Arms ! 
Choice and Duty thus combin'd, 
i, Flow with everlaſting Charms! 
Ah! bow ſweet it is to find | 
The Lover in the — Arm! 


"To Interview. i Muſick and Led till 
the Hours now 1 $ On _ 
was -accompany'd with Tears, 8 
Promiſes of a ſpeedy Return. 

Tuis Intrigue thus continu'd for the ſpace of near 
half a Year without Interruption; but then Don Fre- 

erick's Mother having provided him a Wife of a con- 
le Fortune, y, it was as | impoſſible for 

him to tell it to Catalina, as to prevent it if he would: 
But the Fickleneſz of his Temper, and the Bribe of io 


Y 
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reat a Fortune, ſoon put an end to the Joys of the 
— Catalina. | is 
Taro? his Abſence pew tedious, yet the Diſtance of 
their Quality, and the Place of her Abode from Toledo, 
and the want of A Confident of her Amour, conceal'd 
for a while his Infidelity from her; but his Abſence 
continuing, and his Silence alarming her, ſhe made 
ſome Enquiry of the Maſter-Gardi him, and of 
him heard the ungrateful News of his Marriage to 
another, and her own Deſtruction. The Gardiner not 
knowing what his Maſter's Marriage was to her, was 
infinitely ſurpria d to find her ſwoon away on the 
News. Being come to her ſelf ſhe excus d the Event, 
by aſſuring him it was a common Accident with her, 
elpectally any ill Luck; and therefore to pre- 
vent the ill Omen ſhe would immediately retire to her 
| Father's Houſe. . | 
Be1NG return'd Home, the retir'd to her Chamber, 
. ſhe gave a Looſe to the Rage of her Grief. Oh! 
* perfidious, perjur d Villain,  faid ſhe, is it thus 
« you love me? Thus you keep your Vows? And 
* muſt you bear of the Trophies of my ruin'd Ho- 
* nour thus calmly, and without Reſentment ? No! 
No, Don Frederick, thou ſhalt not triumph over a 
*« wretched Maid, whom thou haſt undone by her fond 
« Credulity in thy Vows and Oaths: Nothing but thy 


Blood can expiate thy Crime, and that thow ſhalt be 
ſure of from this injur'd Hand. But oh! I love hita 
© ſtill, and how can I ſtab the Heart 1 love! all 


The Rage of Love is tender ſtill, 
Mingling Sweetneſs with its Fires, 

Th# Heart it may with Fury ſwell, 
But never Cruelty inſpires. 


„WII therefore ſend to him, 1 will 


* him, and if he be really ſo falſe, will kill tim, But 
-* ſure it is impoſſible fo many Perfections ſhould lol 
D their Luſtre in * It muſt be 
WIRE + * un- 
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 Ipondence, and anſwered all her Reproaches with a 
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* itnpoſſible!- Frederick muſt yet be true, and all my 
murthering Thoughts have been unjuſt. 


Hope, the Seducer of my Herr. 
Does gentler Thoughts inſpire, 11 
And with a kind deceiving Art 
Augments my amorous Fire. 
Hope, the Seducer of my Heart, 
Does gentler Thoughts inſpire. 


Tuus rack'd with Deſpair, Love, and Rage, ſhe 
long argu'd with her ſelf, till too much convinc'd of 
her Misfortune by all Hands, ſhe gave her ſelf over to 
her Paſſion. 6 
FTuo' Love had no ſmall Share in her Diſtraction, 
= Pride and Ambition had their Part. She was in a 

age with Indignation at her being left for another, 
aud robb'd in a Moment of all that imaginary Gran- 
deur which ſhe had already devour'd. Deſpair, 
Grief, Love, Hate, Contempt, Pride. Ambition, 
made a medly War in her Boſom at once; and had not 
. Fate preſerv d her for the Puniſhment of her perjur d 
Lover, ſhe muſt have -periſh'd on the — 4 But 
having now vanquiſh'd a Sickneſs that had held her 
- fome Weeks, ſhe ſoon recover'd her Complection and 
Strength, with the Thoughts of a ſpeedy. Reven 
with which ſhe would not ſo much as truſt her Fa- 
ther or Mother: But admitting none into ber Conſi- 
dence but an old Nurſe of hers, who ſuckled her in 
her Infancy, ſhe ſets privately out för Toledo; where 


+,” 


being arriv'd, ſne is conducted to a convenient Lodg- - 


ing for her Purpoſe by the venerable Governant: And 
there by her artful and flattering Letters ſhe prevail d 
with him to make her a Viſit, 
Tux Time being appointed, ſhe makes all things 
+ ready. for his Reception, and to give him a Treat- 
ment the Fierceneſs of her outragious Malice thought 
juſt, Don Frederick approaches with a 


Temper 
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Temper that would have abated the Rage of any but 
Catalina, He aypyd his Love 7 oreat, his De- 
fires far greater, and accus'd the curſed Severity of his 
Fortune, that put him under a Neceſlity of obeying, 
therigid Commands of his Mother: That he looked on 
hirnſelf as her Husband, and ſhould always reſpect her 
as his true Wife; till Fate more ingulgent than, hitherto 
it had been, ſhould ſet him free to follow the Dictates 
of his own Choice. | 
CATALINA too, fix'd in her Reſentment and Ro- 
venge, took all that he utter'd {as falſe a Diſſimulation. 
as all his former Vows and Aſſurances had been now 
found. Reſolving to encounter Falſhood with Falſnood. 
ſhe ſem'd ſoon à little appeas d, and by Degrees ſeem d 
convinc'd of the Weight of his Reaſons, and the Ne- 
ceſſity that had compelled him to do What he had 
done: Nay ſhe puſh'th her Deceit to. ſuch an Extreme: 
to yield to his Embraces in falſe Tranſports, where 
they were really more odious to her than ever they 
had been dear. nabe n 
BEING therefore in Bed, and after the Dalliances 
of repeated Deſire had now left him faſt aſlecp. her. 
Rage, unappeas d by all thoſe ſoft Endearments, keeps 
her awake, and by the Help of her Nurſe ties him 
down: to the Bed, and with a futious Stroke ſtabbing! 
him in the Breaſt; ſhe was not content with his Dea 
without upbraiding him, and triumphing in her Ven- 
ance as he was cpiring, betwixt every Word giving 
reſh Stabs; nor! was the Outrage at an end even after 
he was dedd.. 2 
gor this Death of Den Frederick, could not be ſo 
conceal'd as was expected by the Actors in the Tra- 
gedy ; who! were betray d by the Houſe, and his Ser- 
vant that attended hita chither, ſo ſeiz d and put to 
Death; which brought Catalina's old Father in Sorrow 
to his Grave. dre ons rtf 03 arte 
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CHAP. VI, 


The Adventure of the Bath, how Seignior Fan- 
taſio got the Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs Donna 
Thereſa, and what followed that Succeſs, 


ay Y dear little Cupid, (cry'd Downa Thereſa, 
| finding I bad fone my Story) — 
| ! * what a manly Air haſt thou told this 
1 tragical Tale. How ſenſibly didſt thou 
* talk of the Tranſports of Love, and all the Acceſſes 
« of its diſſolving Raptures, as if by ſome Miracle 
thou hadſt known what they were. Oh! my dear 
little Miniature of Man, that thou wert as capable 
* of caſing my Pains as thy Tongue has been of: 
* raiſing them!” And graſping me with ſome Eager- 
neſs, on that ſudden Ejaculation, I tumbled into the. 
Bath with my Gownon. She ſtarted up at the Accident, 
and t me with her Arms, to ſecure me from be- 
ing frighted at the Fall; and pulling of my Gown and 
my Shirt, threw them afide, and ringing the Bell, ſhe 
hid the Maids take them and dry and ordered 
me to ſtand ſtill in the Bath, whch do me no 
Harm, but refreſh"tne after my Journey. 

Tur Maid being gone, ſhe plac'd me by her ſide 
on the Step to the Couch, but —_ Arm round 
me for fear 1 ſhould fall any farther. As ſhe gave 
me a thouſand Kiſſes, fo the ſuſſer d my 


to 


H 
wander wherever I d, which gave an inſipid ſort 
of Satisfaction to L it only ih to raiſe our 
mutual Deſires. I ſung her this Song, and us'd all the 
her Wiſhes Se utmoſt . 270 * 


SONG! 
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J. 
H! how fweet to. ſee the Eyes ny 
| Rolling in their fe. 2 ! 
ben the N extended lies 
Full of Love and. Warm Defires ! 
0165 Red her Face o vr 
And her heaving Boſom riſing, 
Milky Paths to Rapiures leading, 
Murmuring Sighs her Foys 5 
"The Lovers only know 
al tn ſom ſen un | 


* 


Liſten then 10 young Deſire, 
Now with your ry Aſs 0467 a 
Dejre; like : as $ 4 r. : 
Perſuades 2 3 
Like Chymic Boaffs your Frida will ndl. 
* we Way} ir) A | 
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1— 2 when die caugbt me: 
in her Arms and cryed out. dear little Creaturs;, 
« were the Gods of old Rams {till in Faſhion, I ſhould: 
ſwear thou wert Cupid, come to rifle my Charms 


in the pleaſing Diſguiſe of a Boy.” « I love ter 


more reply d e ” And 
Boſom with m Fingers as hard as I was 


Sen . 
ours to work greater Miracles than all the Heather 
woe of i "Deities: Which having . 

2 my n 8 Nr 4 
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« city of a 1 * n 
expected from my 
INFINITELY Plard with 1 and mov d 
by a ſtrong Imagination, ſhe lifted me up in her Arms 
and threw me on her Boſom, when ſhe ſoon made the 
_ of the Miracle I promis'd, finding me in- 
ufficiently capable of eaſing both her Deſites and 
= = Her wanton Hand unfatisfy'd with what 
ſhe had felt; run over my naked Body, ſcarce yet con- 
vinc'd of her Error, till unable to defer * oy, and 
unwilling to give her Time to recover 'her Suprize, 
I eafily took Poſſeſſion of a Fort that was not pro- 
vided for a Siege. | 


Quick, and more quick, bor panting Breath expires, 
Her Tongue wants Force to utter her Deſires. 

She left the welcome Story to her Eye, 

Where humid Fires were ſeen ſuffusd with 7 

The Stin e 
Paſſive ay > lies, and waits the welcome Roſs. 


Havins often repeated the Effort to convince her 
Incredulity, ſhe laid me at laſt vanquiſhed on her 
ing ſhowy Boſom. What Dream is this (aid The 
in ſome Extaſy) © my charming little Cpid, that I have 
« had? For it is nr ſhould be real. What 
« Pleaſures, what Raptures have 1 felt, 
« which no Mortal could impart? Thou ſure art ſome 
« diviner Power transform d into Fleſh and Blood to 

Whew! = us with Joys, which without nt tis im- 

le for Woman to know.“ 

Ar rin a cet a Crete and AC 
furances of my Mortality, that I was a Man of eighteen 
Years of Age, and capable of anſw her warmeſt 
Defires, ſhe ſeem'd tranſported, i the Pleaſure 
heightned by the Novelty, and d me to keep m 

Fortune a Secret from all the World beſides. She 
aſſut d me, that for the future I ſhould be her conſtant 


Bedfellow, ſecure from Scandal and Suſpicion, by the 
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falſe Appe of my Perſon: She told me, he” 
ſhould now be as jealous and fearful of the Women, 
as I had been of the Men; and therefore her Bed ſhould 
be our Security from both. 

Now leaving me on the wat'ry Scene of her Plex 
ſure, ſhe got out of the Bath, and roſea no leſs charm- 
venus from this little Bed of Waters, than the fa- 
Aphrodite: from that of the Ocean. She left 
her warmer Auoni full of Satisfaction and Pleuſure in 
this fortunate Adventure; and hav ring deft dry her N 
Body, ſhe veil'd it with her Shitt and her Gown, and 
went her {elf for the Robes to dreſs me her Darling; 
but my Gown not being g yet dry dry, ſhe brought me a 
. Shirt and my Cloaths, and lifting me out of the Bath, 
he bn et incredulous, ſhe could ſcarce believe my 

ble Gro entials of Manhood. She kif#d me all over, 
= ſhe had never ſeen a Sight ſo amazing, ſo 
leat and delightful as the 5 Harmony of 
. —ů— rtion. Seating me in her Lap ſhe 
8 me with her own charming Hands, the led 
me into the Salloon to a Collation that waited our 
coming, where with rich Wine and Viands we re- 
2 the ng Expences of Lore. The Ceili 
painted by Guido Rheni, and the Walls hu 
— — and Rup hae . 
rie. and Ti:ian, and two'or three of Bona N 

Dunruso the Month of our Stay at the Villa, near 
mol, we took care to give our oys e Va- 
riet y, and let no Moment glide by us wichout load- 
ing its downy. Wings with ſome Pleaſure or other: 
Love, Muſick, and Poetry, had their Turns; and when 
ever Chance or — ſeparated our Perſons a few 
Moments, our Though ts were never aſunder. 

This was the Z of my good Fortune, and be- 
ing ma made for Pleaſure, it was a Folly" to expe& ought 

it. I was poſſeſe d of the greateſt Beauty of 
way, juſt in her Bloom, fifteen Winters not yet avi 
'd Oer her Head; a Lady of the firſt Quality 1 1 
era in the midſt of the inquiſitive Eyes of merce- 
4 nar y 
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nary Spyes enjoying the full Guſt of Love in 
Security. nes comet ————— ond d 
by the Maids, and ble&'d with the warmer and more 
charming Embraces of my Lady, her Favourite con» 


Bur all humane Grandeur and Happineſs ſtands on 
Dr while Fortune takes a mali - 
cious ure, by a yy ne Turn, to whit her 
non of Yeſterda 1-the ti — of 

her Wheel to the loweſt to Day. Bat of all Happi- 
neſs, that is the moſt frail that depends on the various 
Humour of Woman, and of a young Woman, nay 
of ay Woman of Quality, the very Epitome of 
all the Follies and Vices of the Sex; for their Titles 
furniſn them with the Vanity oſ excelling all other 
Women in Lewydneſs and Inconſtancy, as it their Qua- 
ible Bere inthe Wiebe of Zenta very 

in Vi of 428 F 

Enjoyment rendring her Pleaſure more id ; — 
my Flame rather encreas'd by Poſſeſſion. But return» 
ing to Rome, the Change of the Scene gave a new 
to her Inclinations, as actiug under a greater 


I Was welcom'd with no little Pleaſure by the old 
Cardinal, and the reſt of my humble Servants of that 
Family. To 31 all my Fears, — Le neck 
ity prevail my continuing her Bedfcliow'; 
I — — rehenfive of the Attacks af his 
Eminence, whoſe my - Abſence had rendred 
more violent. 0 
. Bern retir'd with Donna Thereſa to her Cabinet, 
ard all the Company withdrawn to their Apartments, 
having permitted ſome ſoft Dalliances which I could 
not defer, ſhe open d her Scritore, and looking; out 
ſome Papers, let fall a Miniature, which I ſnatchi 
=P found to be the Picture of a beautiful Y 
hen demanding with ſome Concern ho the 
Man was, whaſe Portraiture ſhe admitted to her Cloſer, 


* 
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with à Kiſs ſhe aſſur d me, that I need not to be jea- 
lous of the Original, or envy. his Fate; for tho happy 
in his Love, yet he loſt his dear Life in the Puruit ot 
his Amour, | 

I Pass her to give me an Account of the un- 
fortunate Lover, which ſhe promis d to perform on 
the Morning's Return, when Sleep had refreſh'd her, 
e with the Hiſtary. 
So to Bed we went, w 


revelld in Pleaſure as as I was capable of giving 
or — any joy: The low Ebb of Love — 
come, in an of ſoft Kiſſes e both fell aſleep. 
Tut Morning 1 I frſt eſcapd from the 

e of Death, and Kiſſes, and ſoft Careſſes 

y drove away the drowſy leaden God, that too 

ng uſurp'd the fineſt Eyes in the World. And ha- 
on our Gowns, and went into the Cult to fatisty 
my Pn ſhe: had 
comis'd to relate. She took from her Scrutore the 
i mention d, and ſeveral Papers relating to her 
2 Affairs, and ſitting down by me on the 
— Regard on the Pi- 

cture, ſhe gave two or three and let fall a 
Peary ſhowr of Tears, which a nevr but a me- 
choly Beauty to her Face. I ſuck d up the Ram 
Drops with the greedy Thirſt of Love, and ſmother'd 
the riſing .* with the fury of my Kiſſes. When, 


« Ah! my ing Cupid, faid ſhe, far, far be this 


« unfortunate Lover's Fate from thee! bchold a cruel 
« Victim to theſe Beauties, for-which he fell in a 
* moſt goes ar e in Arms. om 
« by m erity, bloody. Re of m 
* Uncle the Cardinal, who Stn bs my > 
« with an Obduracy unheard of, was deaf to all m 
« piteous Cries, wd 


Prayers fer his Life.“ 


Herb 
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Hz avain ſhe wept a beaüttifül Food, and fixt 
on the Picture a Thouſand burning Kiffe. „ Ab! 


Madam, ſaid T, you make me envy his Fate, who 
„ ev'n beyond the Grave can give you this concern. 


* Who would not dyé to be embalmed in thoſe Tears? 
and affect ſo ineſtimable a Heart in ſo tender a man- 
ner? 1 ſwear to you, my divine Charmer, by your 
« Beauty I xy jealoas of that ſhadow, and beg 
4 your Generofity to lay it afide ; and if the Original, 
* muſt entertain your Thoughts, let it be by n 
„his glorious Cataſtrophe; for to fall for the moſt 
« perfect of all Womankind, merits our Envy more, 
than our Pity. How many Greek and Trojan Heroes 
«fell in the Ten Years Conteſt for Helen, who 
«© cou'd never be Miſtreſs of Charms ſo command- 
ing as Thera difcovers in evry Part? While the 
* _Cauſe;. 2 they _ for, rt Valour ſhe 
<< inſpir d, has given them an Immortal Fame amor 
Tuo feet little-Flatterer (ſaid ſhe) I have done; 
the Image of the poor unfortunate Caſanatta ſhall 
reſt in my Drawers, while 1 give thee the Tragical 
Hiſtory of our Amours. But the Affairs e 
being ſo intermixt with mine, that they cannot be 
ſeparated withour laming the Natration, 1 can't help 
mingling their pleaſant Adventures Wh his that ae 
r eee ee 
£ \/ a , 


. | wry 0 (r 
Pour 53 2 * 


Err —ʒ— 


Chap. VII. God ax Ass. Ga 


PEI 1779 1M Qt BURL eee e 0 
290 jal iQ HA P. vil. 12 1 I. 
10 115 f Tad tmr + / 
The une of Downs Thereſs, of ber B my 
. and Education, ſhowing her to be thi Daught 
not Niece, of Cardinal Cantelmi; her Amour 
with Count Luciano, Son to he: D 
Metalone, one 12 of the Ardenti 
. of Naples, uit ; the ee Hin 
berwixt them... WR, 2 Wk 91 
£842 4 5 V2 9 74 Mil 100 
= Mur fir * thee; my deareſt 
I Fantaſio 2 that inſtead 
Eil of being the Cardinal's Niece,” I am His 
Sy} Daughterz for while he was yet Biſhop 
of Fermo, a Ship of Malta brought into 
— cit Vecchia a Tk: Merchant mam, 
tharheh had taken. Among the Captivesof chis Ship was 
my Mother, a beautiful Greek ſlave, that was: paſſing 
from the Morea to Egypt to her Father; that was there 
a Factor. The Cadel bop nd to be in that Portꝭ 
on ſome Buſineſs of the Pls and had no fooner caſt 
his Eye on the beautiful Greek, but he was wounded 
with Love, and ſoon agrees with the Captain of the 
Malteſe'for a Price. And having her at a _ 
venient "Houſe in Bononia, he ſuch O 
of Converfarion,: that ſhe yielded up her Charms, — 
received the Cardinal, by a kind of Duty, as her Ma- 
ſter to her Bed; from whence ſprung oli Theraſa. 
A few Years ſhe bred me, and — ſhe: dy id, 'the 
Cardinal loving my Mother extreamly took a 
cular care of the Daughter, the only P of their 
Love. Being grown up to Twelve, he now 
Archbiſhop of Capua, he took me home, as Daughter 
to his Siſter; and his Niece. He ſpar d no coſt fur 
my Inſtruction, in all that was fit for a Woman of 
| Quilty to kun, — Gofendaliging as to give 
1 up 
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ap_the Reins of my Conduct to my own Childiſn 
But yet. — my Innocence 

Wil the Treachery urprize of thoſe, whom my 
e eight in inane to — che Alge of my Hongtr, 
or Governant at à diſtance, 

derrepir, ror oh Maid,” who never having 


Thad Charms enow to provoke an Addreſs in her Youth, 
——ů— hag prevent the Plauer fle 


ny not oye 
| A 1 Pech. beetle Brows, great | Fe 
ie Epe bi chin Noſe, and a Chin that kinn 
to meet it, hollow Cheeks with the Bones 
out like Excreſcences, a hunch Back, ſwarthy - 
no Breaſts, but in their two ab, empty yellow 
Bags that —— down ſhorter than 
a Breath that ws kill at a diſtance. 


CET IE, 2 

, erjuries —_— 
roration of all her H . The — of 
her Humour wou'd ſometimes entertain me; for 1 
never admitted her but to entertain me. For 

her was to be watchful of the Ayenues of 


the Liberty of Deſire, are i TE mt ar 
more vigorous, than the dull Product of the Formal 


*Embraces/of x Husband and Wife, which has given 


— cores WOT 
22 
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call d a Husband, who as far as my little Obſervation 
can lead me, ſeems like the Dog in the Manger, or 
the Miſers of the Age, wo fondly foard up Bags of 
Gold from the Wer hich they jure no capacity, 
nor will to enjoy. 
THz Cardinal was now iranflated from Capua to 
— — and dignify d with a CardinaP's Hat, which 
drew ſeveral conſiderable Perſons to apply for my 
Heart. Among the reſt I was perſecuted with the 
Addreſſes of the Count Tauciano, Son to the Duke of 
Metalone, who is no difagrecable Perſon, as 7 — may 
remember, having ſeen him at the Church de la Pace, 
where 1 firſt was charmed with the pretty Fauaſſo, 
little thinking what a Snake I warm'd in my Boſom. 
His Perfon is inclimd to the larger fize of Mon, his 
Hair brown, his Face manly, his Age above Twenty- 
five, his Wit allow'd by all the Vertuoſs of all the 7:4- 
lian Academies, and himſelf = Member of that of the 
Ardenti in Naples. And had his Addreſs been 
— — Matrimony, I believe he had been more ſuc- 
But that which made him the more wa | 
ble to the Cardinal, render d him leſt fo to me. 
bition had a ſhare in his ſatisfaction, while mine was | 
only in Love and Liberty. 
Tur Fiſt time he ſaw me wis it the Chappet of 
the Domo, 22 ꝗ— Maſs, and a great 
concourſe of People ther es fe the mi. 
harper thr our De . dd of $t. anuarins.' It 
n, or Curi had plac u 
tion, and to take à fuller View 
T had — my Face pretty plain; which I 
Gntly found had rival the Slime inthe contem 
on of Count Luciano. 
TAE next Day I receiv'd this Letter and C ; of 
Verſes from him by a Meſſenger, which 1 
may be worth your perufal; for tho' I was — 
fond of the Votary, I had ſome regard to the Victim. 
TH ERES A thus gave me the following Letter, 


nd which I read to this purpole. 
5 LETTER 
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LETTER . ton ; 


"Love Nn Al., eee wa 


F * know your own has, which 
I few Women are ainted with, you will 


2 £ not wonder that one ſight of thoſe 8 Eyes, 


'd engage ſuch a Hors ſo ſenſible 
x as mine. I confeſs,” that I am not I 


may I with Vanity boaſt, that nothing 


ful than your {elf cou d give — Bacon > we 
not to be Vanquiſh's by you, is 
«fon, Heaven has {et ſo viſible a — 5 8 its Far: 
upon you, that not to adore wou'd be a fort 
of Impiety. Confider your {elf well then; Madam, 
and you'll eaſily — my ptoteſſions ſincere; and 
6 that it is impoſſible to ſee you, and not love you. 
8 ſhou d vic ; your ſelf with 
yes, if you ſhou'd really know your own 
He — as well as L, it — be my Ruin; for you 
« « hes wou'd be ſenſible, that nothing Mortal cou'd 
* deſerve you, -= like the Heavens you repreſent, 
3 jars —— rchaſe, If I might hope 
« that, 1 Lye: pair; for Oh! I love be- 
TEEN e 
40 my Eyes, and nothing re- 
c mains fo keep Nature alive, but the Reflection on 
ec thoſe Charms that raviſhd my Eyes from the mira- 
tc culous Blood. A8 Nr a Sex, 
cr o 2 RES * 3 more 
cc worthy the Excellence 1 your to beſtow 
«, Happineſs than Miſery, Without your Pity, I am 
cc the moſt miſcrable of Men, but With it 1 ſhould 
cc not envy the Glor oy ploy och But Words are 
<< to poor to expreſs 5 and my Love: 
6 and nothing but | mx pg my Life ſpent in 
6 rr 3 Fave ue 
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tion of my Paſſion, Diſdain not therefore. 2 Love. 

„ which none but you cou'd' inſpire or reward; and 

" 2 cou'd 45 Ito You know _ Power, and 

yon know your Slave, pleaſing as 

* 2 and then l fl ode! my ory 5 
a 

r eee mann 2 0 


© 


e ted bees. 


1 Is thi ere ence the eme, 05 


On the Sght of Donn Ther. 


HUS once aftoniſh'd flood the Trojan Swain, 
(Confounded with the Pleaſure and * ns 
When he A in the Idalian Grove 
Minerva, Juno, and the ©, np ers 
But all. theſe three . Godde 
In Angelina's aobler Form combin d: yh. 
Force, Majeſty, and every ſo ſofter Grace 
Whole Heav'ns confeſs'd in her diviner Face, 
All round ſhe 4. the Glories of her SH, 7 
Its Thuner, ant its Lightning, from her Eye, 3 
And where the pointed Flaſhes fall, we die. , 
7 felt the Bolt transfix-my rrembling Heart, 
* ill I feel the painful pleaſing Smart!” oO 
o ſo long had arm'd my ſtubborn Bre L 
3 the baaſted Force of Eyes a * 
97 81 _ ne'er amidſt the ſparkling R 


.” J. 

hly. Goddeſſes yet meet ane Wound; | 11) 
| bt = t fire Crowds of Beauties paſt each Day, | 

rt the * Ring, the * Park, the * Flays 

orc — Deſigu the haughty Dames reſort, | 

To ve Ma Men, and male our Hearts their in er 


— — — — r 
- 


In the Original it is the Corſo, and the ore, but | 
1 * it more Proper to make it * 


. 15 


— 
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—— Love's Anger nde. 
there in Ambuſh | | 
hoſe Eyes to — — his Prey, 


The alles Bop oy, 
— that one Glance a thouſand Arrows ſont ; 
Which made a thouſand Breaches in my Heart, 
2 * a fatal Shaft in every Part. | 
Part a thouſand Loves ariſe, 
her Beauty, charming as her Eyes; 
hold! I can rebel no more, © 
| Lern, con eſs thy Power! 
1222 x thee on thy Throne before! 
True, I have feen thy — Shadow play 
And gambol in the inoffenſive 2 
Of feebler 32 the — ghe of 
The dowbiful Light thy Dei ned 
2 not till Ar- Was 45. 400 2255 | 
4 ic c f. thy Darts, 
All 2. a thee — wat: H 2. | 
A wed we Foy thy willing Subjects prove, 
And all wou'd chew bs Peace, for a war's they be Love. 


_Haviss done the Letter and Verſes, ſhe purſued 
Diſcourſe in this manner. I took no notice of 
Letter, nor {ent him any Anſwer, till he had re- 
. eee 
following Billet. 


My Loap, | | 
Won oz at your Impertinence, that to 

“ your ſelf ſhould take ſuch a World of Pains to 

* be troubleſome to me. IF you think me fond of 
* Gallantries of this nature, I can only convince you 
of your Error, by aſſuring you that yours has not 
found the way to be agreeable to me. I therefore 
&* defire you to teize me no more, but ſuffer me to 
* enjoy my ow innocent Pleafures without any far- 
_ «ther-Interruption; S 
* 9 Wit than your Love.“ 


Fin p- 
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en in ſpite of all his Billets and 


Tu Cardipal left us together: Aud though ehe 


yet 1 gave him as civil a Reception as could be ex- 
at the firſt Interviewr. | 753. 
Tux Viſit being over, I retir'd to my Cloſ#t, and 
the reſt of r Evening in readi Petrareh, and 
warinis Paſtor-fido. Early the next ing I re- 


LETTER II. 
For Love and Marriage. 


« T'T is impoſſible to wait all this livelong Day til 
| L Le ee 
« happy 2s t0 ke you) without converſing with you 
<by L ; for while I cannot hear the moſt charm- 
ing Tongue. in the World, it is ſome amends to en- 
4 n L « certain 


Madam, you: cduld 
. «Paſſion an one Sight; ſurely tis impoſſible to conti- 


4 


— — — — 
* el 
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i tertain the moſt bea b 8 the Univerſe, It, 


nue ſo groundleſs an 1 ulity, after Iõ have had a 
© nearer and longer , View of your Charms; when 
ce both my Eyes and my Ears conſpir d to let your. 
«; PexfeCtions of Body and Mind into my Heart | 

© eyery Avenue. If one could not have been inſuffi- 
cient, yet a Force ſo irreſiſtiblo joining mult render 
me the moſt paſſionate of Men. To {cc you, is to 
4 viery the fineſt Copy of Heaven that Nature ever 
ein participate of Heayen 
* it ſelf. if my; Soul felt before the growing 'Pangs 
of a Love newly born; think now, and reflect what 
% muſt be the Agonies I feel: To fre you without 
« Deſire is impoſſible; but to deſire wi Hope is 
« inſupportable. Ah! too charming, and too 

% Maid! How could you continue ſo long incredulous 
« ofa Paſſion too viſible in my Eyes, and too evident 
in my Confuſion, to ſuffer you, to be ignorant of 
it. But you tell me you cannot love; that you 
will not marry. . Two. hateful Bars, I confeſs, to 
„ my Happineſs; Which if I cannot remove, I muſt 
« remain the moſt loving and moſt+ miſerable of 
„Men. But, Madam, ſure you cannot be ſufficiently 
« acquainted with the Secrets of your Heart, when in 
it ; you- diſcover no Seeds, of that Paſſion: Nature 
« could never be 19. prepoſterous, to make you fo 
1 2 wa — Lang . deſtroy the very A 

6 0 ne Wo ip. i Love, Is 
« it poſſible, M2 2s 8 who 
« js not your Enemy, that you were made for the 
« Curſe of Mankind; when we {ec you adorn'd with 
« all thoſe Perfections which only can make up this 
dad Bleſſing? Love, my everlaſting Charmer, Love, is 
« Nature's, Voice; the Soul of the World, its Ori- 
gine and Pre ervation. Not to love therefore is an 
e Impiety you cannot be guilty of, ſince tisa 7 
Nuture, your own. Charms, againſt your own H p 


as 


ve any Doubt of my 
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0 pineſs. For ſhe who never lov' d, never knew the 
portin 


10 teſt Joy of Life, its moſt ſolid and moſt tran- 
Ford g Pleaſures : She loſes all the fleeting and 


« never-again-returning Minutes of ſwift-wing'd Time 
« in a dull infipid Circle of Trifles, unknowing of the 
« lively Joy of Hearts united. You muſt — 
8 , nay you will love, tho' you love not me. 
« *Tis true, and I confels it, a true, ſincere Heart, full 
* of you, and full of Love, is all the Merit I have to 
« plead; I frankly own I cannot delerve your. Perſon 
* or your Love; but then as juſtly grant me, that 
« thoſe gay Qualities which uſually make the Hearts 
« of the Tewy's the Unexperienc'd their Prize, 
«« deſerve you leſs. Love has ſome Claim to Love, 
« but thoſe have none; even my Love, tho' the 
*« preateſt that ever inſpir d Man, cannot deſerve you: 
« No, no, Madam; whenever you beſtow your ſelt, 
it muſt be an Act of Genero 5 not of Right in 
* him that receives you. This Opinion, Madam, is 
« ſufficient to enſure your Happineſs with me; far 
« while I muſt be ſenſible that I receive you from 
« your Generoſity, not my Deſert, I muſt always be 
8 paying a Gratitude for a Benefit I am always enjoy- 
« ing: While he that is ſo vain as to plead his own 
<< it will take you for his Due, and fo exert a Do- 
«© minion which 1 ſhall ever be far from claiming. 
< But fince you muſt love, my dear Charmer, receive 
the agreeable Paſſion as a Bleſſing, not a Curie. 
«« If you refuſe it when young, it will come on you 
with double Violence when you are old; and if you 
deny your Heart to Sincerity and Truth, it will 
« fall a Victim to Perjury and Hypocriſy, You, ſeem 
« apprehenſive that Marriage would be the Period af 
your Freedom of Will, indulg' d to vou from a Child; 
* Wo how can I ever think of oppoſing that Will to 
.« which I muſt owe all that is valuable in the World? 
No, no, dear Charmer, you have too ſtrong an Aſ- 
« cendant over my Soul to fear any Period to your 
Empire but my Life, —But you ſay you never 
Vo. I. D « will 


—— 


zs bros, Bool 


« wilt marry— Good Heaven avert the infamous 
«* Omen! Pray tell me why? Sure you have loo d on 
« Marriage through the wrong End' of the Perſpectiveʒ | 
« turn it, view it better, you will like it better, 
« — Conſider. Madam, is Life worth the Poſſeſſion 
without a Partner in our Affairs? Joy is imperfect 
« confin'd to one Breaſt, and Grief unſupportable; 
ec this would be leflen'd, and that be exalted, by im- 
40 it to a true Friend. But where can a true 
c be found, but where Intereſt as well as Perſons 
< are 8 join 'd? How many Tryals are every Day made 
in vain among the Fair for this Phenix ? But in the 
< midſt of their dear Confidences, 1 In- 
< tereſt, or Revenge, burſts the curious er. 
<« and then all the confided Secrets fall out in their 
4 * mot hideous Form and Dreſs. But the Innocent 

d Young, like you, are always — with Diſ⸗ 
« advantage, while you bring Sincerity to 
c barter with exp = Coil 112 


repeated Infi produce a and you are 
< at laſt © at - own CoRt, that the Friend 
you have oy t in vain can only be found in 


« iage. you chooſe a Male Friend, 
tho the Corr Hpondence ig might be innocent, yet will 
* the cenſorious World never allow thoſe tender Com- 


merces, wholly diſentang)ed from the difference of 
* Sex; and Deſire, firſt or will be ſure to blow up 


al the fine Platonick Notions, while thoſe * * an 


50 ea way to more criminal Engagements. 
ow Satiety, Inconſtancy, and © FSoliſh * 
c wh all the very fame Infidelities and Follies an hun- 
* dred times over; and all to no purpoſe: For no true 
and laſting Friendſhip is to be found till Marriage 
« diſcovers the agreeable Secret, and at once comes 
„in with the Quarry, which in the long Chace we 
« purſued to no purpoſe. The Benefits ot Marriage 
are too many to crowd into this Letter; but all 
« centre in this — If you cheoſe a Man of Senſe, 
< and one that loves you, you cannot miſs a faithful 


— 


% Is) LT»: 
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« Friend, and an Empire perpetual: A Fool is obſtinate 
« and-ungovernable, but Men of Senſe have ſtill been 
« Vaſlals to the Fair. And thus far I can put in my 
« Claim, that I ſhall never aſpire to more, than always 


e to be 
t. Your Faithful $lave 


: I Found by his not coming that Day ſome extras 
ordinary Buſineſs had taken hini up, which as I found 
was a Viſit to his Mother, who was ſuddenly taken 
with a deſperate” Illneſs in her Villa, and epecting only 
Death ſent for him immediately; but the next Morn- 
ing on his Return he could not wait till his Viſit in 
the Evening, and therefore ſent this Letter to prepare 
his Way. 
LETTER II. 
My Adorable Angel, | 
be = you are too charming for any thing mortal. 
« I wrote to you Yeſterday, and tho I deſign 
to throw my ſelf at your Feet this Evening; yet 
« jt being an Age to that time, I cannot Guy taking 
to you ſo long. As my Mind is ever full of you, 
« cannot be ealy till I unburthen my Thoughts. 
« Ah! moſt charming, and moſt cruel of your Sex, 
„ what will you do with me? For tis only in your 
« Power to diſpoſe of my Fate to Happineſs or z 
there is no Medium, one or the other muſt be my 
Share. Why have you ſo many Beauties to deſtroy, 
« and fo little Pity to fave? "Tis impoſſible any Man 
can love you more than I, why then you 
„make any Man more happy? You muſt, nay you 
« will, yield all thoſe Beauties to the Arms of ſome 
* one, who will not, cannot, love you as Ido. What 
« ſhallI ay? What ſhall I do to make an Impreſſion 
„% on your obdurate Heart? Oh! that I but knew the 
Approaches to the Tenderneſſes of your Soul, that 
« 1 might melt you into Compaſſion for him that 
| D 2 « ſighs 
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« ſighs and dies for you; for I cannot live without 
& you. No, dear charming Idol of my Soul, as I can 
* have no Happineſs but what you give me, ſo can I 
« have no other Life but what you — for what 
is Life where there is no Happineſs, but a Tormeiſt 
and lingring Pain, which no Man of Spirit can 
bear? Madam, if you cannot afford a Ry; 
« diſguiſe your-Cruelty fo, that I may flatter my 
** that you are not entirely inſenſible— Ah no be 
„rather cruel as you can be, than a what you 
** are not; that would keep me in the Road of 
« ſpair; but this would ſhew a Dawn of Happineſs 
only to plunge me into greater Wretchedneſs: Let 
* me be rather all wretched, than half bleſt. But it 
* you can afford a Reality, ah! keep it not too 
1 leſt the Effect ſhould be fruitleſs, Ah! charming 
«Thereſa, give me leave to live and love, give me 
< leave to hope, give me leave to be, as long as I live, 
e your faithful Vaſſal, 
eee *f LvuciAxo- 


Ir will be too tedious to tell you all the Progreſs of 
"a Love ſo unſucceſsful; it affords nothing ſurprizi 
mor various, a Perſecution of odious AflGuitics, — 
Attendance, unheeded Vows and Sighs make up the 
Narration. Let it ſuffice to know, that in ſome 
Months Addreſs he could not diſcover that he had 
made any Progreſs in my Heart. So that after a moſt 
12 Separation over Night, I receiv d this Letter 
rom him the next Morning, . 


rr 


ve H! my everlaſting Charmer! what will be the 
Event of a Paſſion which I am not able 

eto bear, While you are cold and indifferent to all 
that I ſay? I know very well that Prudence would 
nen 
cc W 
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« how is that poſſible, when you have already got 
«* Poſſeſſion of my Soul? Yes, yes, you have not 
<. only vanquiſh'd my Heart, but--depriyvd me of all 
Deſire of Liberty: I am pleas d with my Bands, 
« tho' I know not have-t ben them; tis a Tor- 
ture to love you, and yet it ſeems a ney ba- 
« niſh that Love ;- fuch'-is the powerful Magick of 
«« your Charms, Strange. Witchery of Eove,. that 
« when it allows no Reſt to its Votaries, it denies 
them all Thought of depoſing the Tyrant, no it 
<. rather furniſhes Excuſes for the Slavery and white 
« we are unable to bear — of your Empire, 
compels us to make it more © M 
Love is already grown ſo much a part of me, that Life 
and That muſf have. but one End. Life, that mx 
* hourly Pains make a. Burthen, is only deſireable in 
'* Hopes of your Pity. Alas! I cannot live without 
* you, and yet know not how to perſuade you to be 
mine. ole Advantages I once contemn d as the 
* Qualifications of Fools or Beaux, I now wiſh as 
« agreeable Accompliſhments; too often endearing the 
* Fop to the Fair One. What are ye to me now, ye 
< bright Ideas of Imagination? — you ſublime Dif” 
« quilitions of Reaſon? What are you to me but an 
Fe ravation of my Paſſion? Why was I not made 
« a pay pram js Coxcomb, . incapable of all the Im- 
*« preflions of Love, and fo qualify'd to gratity all the 
* tranquil Emotions of my Heart? Could I have lets. 
Love, 1 might have more Gallantry : I might en- 
* tertain the moſt charming of her Sex more agreeably 
to the Gaiety of her Temper. But the Violence 
and Sincerity of my Paſſion robs me of all the 

« Arts of engaging. Oh! my adorable Fair one, pity 
«« the Miſery you have cauſed, have Compaſſion on the 
% Wretch that you have made; let me bleſs, not curſe 
„the Hour I faw you, and wiſh you leſs charming 
than I think you, *Tis worthy of your Beauty to 
.« raiſe the Diſtreſs d, and reſtore me to Hope from 
« the Depth of Deſpair. Oh! no, I find it is impoſſi- 
bus | D 3 « ble- 
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« ble for me to move her Heart, as cruel as ſhe is 
| © beautiful; yet in the midſt of Deſpair I ſhall ever 
remain your Faithful Slave, 
- | Luciano. 


I Do confeſs, I believe the Count had perverted m 
Relalation, if an Accident had got d which 


nnen, 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory of Thereſu Life; 
| and her Amonrs with 4 27 Calanatta, 


our that Time came to Naples from 
= Rome an old A — — 
of the Cardinals, Seignior Carpegna, and 
his Lady; and in to their Intimacy, 
= bp. Dios d E * of Re- 
ception during their Abode at Naples. Soon after a no- 
minal Relation from Otranto, in the Country of Barri, 
named Faſchinetti, arriv d with his Lady; a Man of 
. and Quality in Otranto, and of proportionable 
ortune 


CARPEGNA was a jolly, ulent, old Gentle- 
man, of about Fifty 0 jo fo colour, merry and 
amorous. He had a Wife very near Forty, but who 
diſcover'd more than the Ruins of a Face, and 
which gave Promiſes of Kindneſs upon a little Appli- 
cation. The Plumpneſs of her Perſon gave her a nearer 
Relation to Youth than ſhe could claim in Reality; 
altogether making a Figure deſireable enough to a Man 
of the Cardinal's Age, who wanted not many Months 
We of her Hatond, 


o - 


As- 
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_ FASCHIN 4 a , Jann, Fs de- 
ing Man, turni ings to t t of his own. 
— yo Defires: He Ban Sixty, and his 
Wite turn d of Thirty, gay, coquette, and talkative , 
She was by no means ugly, and yet could boaſt no 
reat Pretenſions to Beauty; but had: Fire enough in 
her Eyes to light up the Embers of LoveinCarpegaa, 
Tugin Age, Engagements, Relation, — lying 
together, brought us to a frequent Converſation; and 
as the odd Fates would have it, my Eyes prov'd ſo 
flaming as to ſer the Tinder of Faſchinetiis old Heart 
on fire. He all along profeſs d openly his Tenderneſs 
me; repeating daily Aſſurances, that having no Chil- 
dren, 1 ſhould be his Heireſs; he call d me his Miſtreſs, 
and ever was fidling about me: But this: paſt for 
fort of | Indulgence, and the Extravagance 
his real Paſſion was ſo incredible, as nat to be - 
ed even by my lf; | 1 
THERE Was a young Neapolitan Baron call'd Cat 
natta, that had marry d Carpegus's Daughter, who 
was at his Country Scat in the Abrwzzo, when the 
old Gentleman arriv'd; but being return d to Naples, * 
en notice from his Father-in-law, he and. his Lady 
made daily Viſits to the Cardinal and his Gueſts. Be- 
ing all but my {elf marry'd People, I had too frequent 
8 9 with Caſanatra, both aon 
in Company. 4 1 
CASANATTA was of the talleſt Size of little 9 
exactly ſhap'd in Body and L435, the Decwn juſt 
his Chin, Eyes full and languiſhing, a delicate Com- 
ver- Hair that hung down to his Waſte. He 
ng with abundance of Art and Addreſs, with a Voice” 
that would charm the dulleſt. His Utterance was 
foft and piercing; his Words flow'd like Honey, and 
it was impoſſible to hear him without finding a ſuft 
Emotion in your Boſom at every Syllable he utter d. 
His Humour was agreeable and gay, and his Tem 
open and generous, But his Wife was juſt his Reverie; 
Toung ſhe was indeed, but had no tolerable thing tp 
_ | D 4 recom⸗ 
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recommend her, but the Wealth ſhe had, and was like 
to bring, as the Heireis of Carpegna. She was de- 
form'd in her Perſon, and crooked in her Conditions; 
reſerv d, cenſorious, envious, ill natur d, and fickly : 
And one would wonder that ſo jolly a Humour in 
the Father ſhould in no meaſure be conyey'd to the 
Daughter. But fo it was, and his good a only 
could tell how far ſhe was indebted to him for an 
Part or Quality about her. But ſhe was at reſt wit 
her Fathers, and Carpegna poſſeſs'd of another, whoſe 
Character I have given you eue 

I Co vt p not but pity the hard Fate of ſo fine a Gen- 
tleman as Caſanatta, to be confin'd for Lite to ſo odious 
a Creature; and often wiſh'd him in Don Luciano's Place, 
or that he had yet been at Liberty to make as honoura- 
ble an Addreſs. I found in me that Tenderneſs for him, 
that he would not have been fo indifferently receiv'd as 
Euciano, tho his Suit had been with the fame diſagree- 
able View; for I thought the Beauties of his Perſon, 
and thoſe of his Humour, would really hold out thro? 
the long tedious Pr of "Matrimony it ſelf. 

Ful of thele kind Thoughts for him, I was fo 
_— to make Impreſſions as preat on his Heart. 
He fought all Opportunities of converſing with me 

that he could take without Suſpicion; and mutual In- 
Clinations ſoon made our ſhort Meetings more frequent. 
Several Things contributed to the Succeſs of the Be- 
98388 tles Amour, at leaſt enough to betray us 
to a Paſſion which neither of us much longer 
command, 
Tux Cardinal was taken up in bringing about his 
Affair with Carpegna's Wife, and he was too bufy in 
_ his with the Lady Faſchinetti; but Faſchinetti 

imſelf, his Hands being free from any En ent 
but what he conceal'd under the pretended Fatherly Af- 
fection for me, alarm'd with Jealouſy, and puſh'd on 

Deſire, oftner interrupted our agreeable Commerce 

either of us lik'd; for when we had often been 
left alone by the reſt of the Company, n 
main 
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main d to curb our Inclinations, ſufficiently known to 

each other by our Eyes, tho yet we had not an Op- 
rtunity to proceed to a plainer Diſcovery. 

Bur the Baron uneaſy at this Curb to our Pleaſures, 
let not his Invention lie idle to get him out of the 
way; for as we were fitting all three together, a Foot- 
man comes and brings Faſchinert a Billet from-a Lady, 

retending to be in Love with him, but was hinder'd by 
odeſty from revealing her Paſſion: In ſhort, {> many 
Hints were given that ſeem'd to lean towards me, 
that he verily and vainly believ d the Letter ſent by 
me; and promis d to be ready in the Evening to go 
with him in the Chair, as deſi'd. I Was 1 2d 
that I had loſt the Argus of my Conducł, and that 
the Baron and I were left alone, his Wife in one of her 
Humours refuſing to come with him; he told: 
me whit he had done with Faſchinetsi to pet this 
N of telling me how- miſerable I had made 
him, by inſpiring a Paſſion from which he could hope 
nothing but Deſtruction; but that it Was no longer in 
his Power to reſiſt it; and it being impoſſiblo foe him 
to vanquiſh it, he had given over all Endeavours than 
way; yet that he could not leave this World without 
letting me know that he fell the glorious Sacrifice of | 
m ES, 
| Hina he paus d, and I bluſh'd betwixt Anger and 
Pleaſure; the Pleaſure I was oblig'd to conceal, While 
a falſe Anger uſurp'd my Tongue, and bely'd the foft 
Sentiments of my Heart, 1 forc'd a weak Frown, 
and ſome ſeeming harſh words on his Preſumption of 
declaring ſo criminal a Paſſion; ſo injurious to my 
Honour, and deſtructive of my Virtue. - That ſince 
he knew no better how to make uſe of the innocent 
Freedoms I gave him, I ſhou'd immediately retrench 
them, and fly from ſo dangerous a Converſation, He - 
sd my Hand; and gave it ten thouſand Kiſſes, 
eg'd as many Pardons, threw himſelf on his Knees, .. 
embrae'd my Legs, and made ſuch an Aſſault for Pity, 
and Love, that unable * Attaque, trembling 
"5 5 
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all over with Fear, and Deſire, I broke from him and 
Fan to my Chamber. | 
Hz was not {© baſhful a Lover, d ſo ignorant of 
Woman, as to have his Paſſion defeated by the firſt 
or not to underſtand the ſure Symptoms of 
ove from my Eyes, and my Bluſhes, and the Trem- 
blings he found when he preſs d me with Kiſſes, and 
ender Careſſes. He follow'd me therefore, and find- 
ing my Chamber-door open, came to my Cloſet, 
. Knock'd gentiy at the Door, which when I open d to 
ee who it was, he ruſh'd in, and ſeiz d me in his A- 
morous Arms, and betwixt Kiſſes and Embreces, 
would not ſuffer me to cry out. I muſt confeſs the 
ity was ſo agrecable, and the Lover ſo plea- 
Kngp, and my Deſires fo heighten'd, I cou d not reſolve 
to deny my own Satisfaction, to puniſh the Rudeneſs 
and Force, that I found fo traplporting; In his Arms 
I faok down on the Couch, and with a faint Reſiſt- 
ance ſuffer'd him to gain a Victory in which our 
Triumph was 2 L N : 
Ar rx alittle Reſpite, and a gentle Accuſation of 
his cruel Kindneſs in facrificing my Honour, I advis d 
him to retire, leſt the Goyernant ſhou'd find him; 
for tho he had ſecur d one Spy in Faſchinetti, yet the 
Envy of the old Governant might be as prejudicial to. 
dur Affairs, on which his Life, and my Reputation 
depended. ©& My lovely Charmer, faid the Baron, 
* think not that I have been ſo improvident of this 
% moment of Pleaſure, which cou d only fave my 
© Life, and which I have long d for with all the Im- 
'® patience of Love, as not to provide againſt that E- 
„vil. Know then, that long fince I have d 
« my Way there, by taking up her Thoughts with an 
Employment of the ſame Nature. For I have in 
„ my Retinue a Frenchman calld La Mime, who for 
* a Reward undertook to win her to his Arms, and 
« {lull aſleep thoſe watchful Eyes, that might elle 
interrupt our Enjoyments.” * Impoſſible, aid I, tis 
« impoſſible, that any one can fink ib for Leone 
| „Nature 
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* Nature of Man to attempt any fuck Affair with a 
* Monſter ſo confeſs'd.” « The French, Madam (reply'd 
the Baron) & are a People, that will undertake any 
thing for Money; and I can aſſure you, the Oppor-- 
* tunities of waiting on me {© frequently here, has 
© furniſh'd him with ſuch Means to make his Addreſs, 
« that he has for ſome time been in poſſeſſion of the 
7 77 Happineſs of her Embraces.” 2 
Co v' p not give Credit, I told him; to his Aſſu- 
rances, unleſs he cou d fo contrive it, that I ſhould 
ze them in the midſt of their Dalliance; which 
the Diverſion,. might be of uſt in the ing 
on of our Intriegue. He promiꝰd the Diſcovery, 1 
having improv'd the Minutes, his Policy had rd 
us, in all the Endearments of Love, I diſmiſsd him 
till another Opportunity. 2 770 U 
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A Continuation of Donna Thereſa ? Intriegue- 
with Caſanatta, and its Tragical Euem 
With the diverting Adventures of thofe of 
Faſchinetti, Carpegna, their. Wives, ad 
the Cardinal.. | 


Abr giving a Ceſſation to the firſt Rap-- 
I tures of our Love, I muſt tell you the 
Fortune of Fa/chmetti. The Footman 
of having got him into a Chair, made him 
"g dl paſs Laws: ſeveral Streets, Allies and 
Lanes, and by different, and by«ways, . 
brings him back again ta the Cardinal's Palace, and 
ſtopping under a Balcone, ready with a Ladder plac d 
there for that Purpoſe, mounted the Knight Adventu- | 
rer ö 
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rer to his exalted Poſt of Love, aſſuring him he wou'd 
go, and give the Signal to the amorous Lady. | 

THe Ladder is taken away, and Hyg left a- 
Jone, full of fond-Impatience for the plealing Encoun- 
ter. He had not waited before he heard, in the 
Apartment, a Voice which he thought himſelf well 
acquainted with. For he imagin'd he heard his Wife 
in an amorous Commerce, with one who ſeem d by 
his Tone to be Signor Carpegna. But as he was at- 
tempting to look into he Ke yo * make — 
covery, he was ſuddenly diverted by the A o 
ſeveral P le beneath the Balcone 3 ſtood; 
which made him cover down, to hide himſelf from 
the Flambeaux, till they were paſt, But, to his great 
ſurprize, they took up their Station exactly underneath 
the Balcone where he ſtood, beginning immediately to 
tune their Inſtruments, which when in order, one of 
the Company ſung this Serenade, 


s ON G. 


I. 
" A H bright Belinda hither fly, 
1 ſuch a Light diſcover, 


1 the abſent Sun ly, 
| he = the Fa. Lover. 


II. | 
Ariſe , with Speed ariſe, 
. Pau: Servo; han 4 
Beſore the Sun of thy bright E 
All glaomy — vaniſh. 2 


III. 
Ne longer let me ſigb in vain, 
| And curſe the — Treaſure : 
. Why ſhoud you love to give us Pain, 
When you were made for Pleaſure ? 


IV, 
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de Petty Powys of Hell deſtroy, 
Fr To ſaves te 7 of wee 
To you the firſt, if you prove 3 
If kind, the 1 * 

V 


The Choice then ſure , not hard to make 
- Betwixt a Good and Ew : 
Which Title had you rather take, 
My Goddeſs, or my Devil ? * 
Ar rx the lay d ſome Symphonies on 
their n v ee Lady opens 
the Balcony-Door to grace the Solemnity, and own 
the Devotion, being told by Carpegna, it was a 
Sacrifice of his Love to her; but that either the Plea- 
ſure of her Converſation, or the Haſte of the Muſ a 
cians, had prevented his Attendance: On which he 
preſently took his Leave, and went directly to join 
them; and ſhe then d the Door, as I have told 
ou, to accept the Gallantry of her Lover. But the 
Poor was no ſooner open d but Faſchinetti tumbled into 
the Room, and his pious Lady a cry'd out, 
the Devil! the Devil! which, with the Noiſe of the 
Fall, made the Fidlers all vaniſh in an Inſtant. 
 FASCHINETTTI getting up, was no lefs affright- 
| ed than his Lady, who was fled to the Apartment ot 

Carpegna, where ſhe ſurpriz d her Gallant's Wife and 
the Cardinal in a Poſture not very canonical, which 
confirm'd the Grounds of her former Suſpicions: But 
all things were huſh'd, and a mutual Confidence made, 
by a Diſcovery of each others Inclinations, 

Tu firſt Confufion being over, the Cardinal and 
Madam Carpegna accompany'd her to ſee what the 
matter was in her Room, which had given her this 
Alarm, and them this Interruption; but fearing that 
it might be ſome Thief, who had waited there an 
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rer to his exalted Poſt of Love, aſſuring him he wou d 
go, and give the Signal to the amorous Lady. 

Tus Ladder is taken away, and Faſchinetti left a- 
lone, full of fond Impatience for the pleaſing Encoun- 
ter. He had not waited long before he heard, in the 
Apartment, a Voice which he thought himſelf well 
acquainted with. For he imagin'd he heard his Wife 
in an amorous Commerce, with one who ſeem'd by 
his Tone to be Signar Carpegna. But as he was at- 
tempting to look into he 1 * 2 — 
covery, he was ſuddenly diverted by _ o 
ſeveral 5 le beneath the Balcone where he ſtood; 
which made him cowr down, to hide himſelf from | 
the Flambeaux, till they were paſt. But, to his great 
ſurprize, they took up their Station exactly underneath 
the Balcone where he ſtood, beginning immediately to 
tune their Inſtruments, which when in order, one of 


the Company ſung this 
SONG. 


I. 

" A H bright Belinda hither fly, 

k 8 
4s t ent Sun ſupply, 

| * = the drooging Lover, 
II. | 

Ariſe , with Speed ariſe, 
* 2272072 ee hed je 
Beſore the Sun of thy bright Eyet 

All gleomy Terrors vaniſh. 


| III. 
No longer let me ſigh in vain, 
| And curſe the boarded Treaſure : 
- Why 'd * to give us Pain, 
ö o were made for Pleaſure ? 


Chap. IX. Gorven Ass Cr 


The Petty Pow'rs of Hell deſtroy, 
To 2 the * of W 1 


ou the firſt; i 
a ery rf ab 


V. x 
The Choice then ſure s not hard to make 
- Betwixt a Good and Evil : 
Which Title had you rather take, 
My Goddeſs, or my Devil ? a 


| AFTER the Song they play d ſome Symphonies on 
their Inſtruments, on which Faſchinetti's Lady opens 
the Balcony-Door to grace the Solemnity, and own 
the Devotion, being told by Carpegna, it was a 
Sacrifice of his Love to her; but that either the Plea- 
ſure of her Converſation, or the Haſte of the Muf'2 
cians, had prevented his Attendance : On which he 
preſently took his Leave, and went directly to join 
them; and ſhe then 'd the Door, as I have told 

ou, to accept the Gallantry of her Lover. But the 
— was no ſooner open d but Faſchinetti turabled into 
the Room, and his pious Lady r cry d out, 
the Devil! the Devil! which, with the Noiſe of the 
Fall, made the Fidlers all vaniſh in an Inſtant. 

 FASCHINETTT getting up, was no leſs affright- 
ed than his Lady, who was fled to the Apartment. ot 
Carpegna, where ſhe ſurpriz'd her Gallant's Wife and 
the Cardinal in a Poſture not very canonical, which 
confirm'd the Grounds of her former Suſpicions: But 
all things were huſh'd, and a mutual Confidence made, 
by a Diſcovery of each others Inclinations. 

THe firſt Confufion being over, rhe Cardinal and 
Madam Carpegna accompany'd her to ſee what the 
matter was in her Room, which had given her this 
Alarm, and them this Interruption; but fearing that 
it might be ſome Thief, who had waited there an 
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ity of robbing the Houſe, the Servants were 

dup; who with Arms in their Hands ready _—_ 

the Company to ſee the Adventure; and I be- 

ing calld by the Noiſe from my Room, join d the 
Drignds in the deſperate Diſcovery. 

N the mean while Faſchinetti, coming a little to 
kimſelf, got up from the Floor, where we left him, 
and caſting his Eyes all around, was amaz d to find 
himſelt in his own Chamber; but cou'd ſcarce credit 
his Sight, in the Teſtimony it gave him of every par- 
ticular thing, that ſhou'd convince him, it cou'd be no 
other Place, The hearing of the Houle in an Alarm, 
 awak'd him from his Trance into a Concern what: 
courſe to take. The Balcone was too high for the 

Attempt of his Lage by that way; and being forc'd 
to take a ſudden Reſolve, he ſteer d his courſe, in the 
Hurry, directiy to my Chamber; which he cafily at- 
tain'd before our formidable Poſſe cou'd arrive at his 
Apartment. Where when we were come we found 
no living Creature but the Paraqueet, and the doors of 
the Room and Balcone wide open. The Servants, by 
order, {earch'd every nook and corner, but cou'd find 
nothing at all, that they ſought for, But the Cardinal 
cautious of his own Security, order d them to look 
into every Room in the Houſe, leſt the Thief ſhou'd 
have convey'd himſelf into ſome other place to perfect 

Tu Noiſe of this Alarm made me run out of my 
Cloſet, and leave the door open, and a Copy of Ver- 
ſes J had juſt been making on my Lover, my ſelf, 
and the happy Moments we had ſo lately enjoy d, lay 
on the Table. Faſchinetti eſcaped into my Lodgings, 
and finding the Cloſet unlock d, took the Freedom to 
paſs into it as the ſecureſt Place from a ſudden Diſco- 
very, or immediate Surprize, and where he might 
have time to compoſe his Diſorder, before the Com- 
pany cou'd find him. There he found and ſciz'd my 
amorous Ejaculations, reading them over with Envy, 
and Content; for he was pleas d to find, that I Was 

| r 
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not imp! e but fi the Soul to think that 

one had been happier t ſelf, FI yentute, my 
gear Fanrſo, to hew youthe Ver inſiry Love 
without the Aſſiſtagce of any of theLadics of Parnaſſus. 
A H! how tranſport ug oe the moments prove; a 

When we're 1 by him we fondly love. 

Who with an equal Warmth and Ardour fir'd, 
Returns the Paſſion, that his Eyes inſpir d. 


What words can paint the fierce — fame,. F. | f 
frame,, 


T hat ſiex d each Fibre of nay trembli 

IWhen to 251 * lovely Here came 75 l N 
Nor was the fire leſs firong, that mam d his Brea, 
Which he a thouſand anger ways expreſt : | 
His ſporting Eyes ſhot flames of humid fire, | 

Ad bis pleas d Soul was turn d to gay Deſire... 

Cloſe to my Face his feaveriſh Lips he join d, 

Aud with wild Tranſport round my Body twin d. 


Fearfwl o „yet willing to be 4 a nn 
I — 4 2 2 him to my Brea. 
Who can the Raptures of our Loves declare t 
Ye Gods ! how ſoft our warm Embraces were. 
We hug d, we kiſs d, and at each am roms clo 55 
to our Mouths our Souls together roſe: 

ll with the Bliſs. o'rcome we d away, | 
= for a while in ſpeechleſs Roar: lay 

hat's all the Pleaſures of a World to this, 
But gaudy Trifles and a Shew of Bliſs 2 
wy are our Lives prolong'd to ſe venty Years," © | 

hm ſown with Love, but cram d with Plagues and Cares? 
And ſince we only can be ſaid to live, | 
When we to Love our pleaſing Moments give; 
Inſtead of that long Age of anxious time, 
Give me, ye Gods, now in my blooming prime, 
So many minutes in Amintor's Arms, 
Whoſe matchleſs Form my raviſh'd Fancy charms z 

on his Boſom gladly I'd expire, 

Like the rich Phenix in her od rous fire, 


= | You 


| 
1 
[ 
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Lou find theſe Verſes too plainly confeſs the 'hap- 
Hours I had paſt, and in my own Hand, too per- 
y known to Faſchinetti for me to deny it. 1 
was only pleas d, that J had lock d up thoſe, which 
the Baron had given me, and made on me, when he 
little thought of the Succeſs that he met with. 


7. 
H! charming, ſſroud thoſe killing Eyes, 
That dart ih — Plates | 
Elſe Celadon, the favour'd dyes, | 
fs well as him, whom you deſpiſe, | 
T bo in this different Meaſure; _ "gp 
While he with lingring Pangs drags on his Fate, j 


Diſpatch is all the advantage of my State: 
For oh! you kill with Love as well as Hate. 


N 2. 

Abate t Luxury Charms, 

And 25 Part +, Bam ;5 
Thy Tongue as well as Eyes have Charms, 
To do a Thouſand fatal Harms, 

To the poor liſt ning Lover. 
Thy Glories ſbou d like Heavens be 
Conceal'd beneath the Veil of Myſtery ; 
For to behold them in full force we die. 


In our ſearch we found, to our ſurprize, Faſchi- 
netti in my Cloſet, and to my confuſion, when I 
temembred my Paper. He told us, that being juſt 
come in, and hearing a Noiſe, he had, as he came up, 
ſtept into my Apartment, to ſee if any thing ail'd me; 
but being entertain d with the Pictures, and Books he 
had found in my Cabinet, he had ſtayed there longer 

than he intended. | 
H avinG ſearch'd all the Palace, and Supper being 
ended, I retir'd to my Cloſet, and to my Confuſion 
found my Verſes: taken away: And remembring by 
what Faſchinetti had whiſper'd, his Looks, and Be- 
haviour, 


— 
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haviour, that he had diſcover'd the fatal Secret, all 
my Invention was employ'd to contrive the Recove- 
_ CY and to abuſe him with the perſua- 
Tu next Morning he enter'd my Chamber with 
an Air too aſſuming, and juſt going to add Words to 
his Lookson a Subject I cou'd not ſuffer him to go upon, 
I — with him, and ſetting my Fore- 
head in an angry Frown, with ſome Rage, I demand - 
ed my Verſes, wondring at his aſſurance of not only 
er et Cloſet, but of reading my Papers, and ta- 
king them thence. © You have reaſon, Madam, faid 
* he, with a malicious ſmile, to be angry at a Diſco- 
very, which your Honour is ſo much intereſted to 
« conceal, But, Madam, it is in your Power, to 
have it yet a Secret, provided you look on me with 
Eyes more favourable to my Wiſhes, You may 
eaſily believe, that it is not one Conqueſt that your 
« Charms are confin'd too; for the Miracles of your 
« Beauty are not content to rouſe the hot Blood of 
the Young, made an eaſy Trophy to the Impreſſion 
« of every Face by their Heat, and their Vigour; but 
they inſpire a YOUTH into OLD-AGE it ſelf. giving 
a freſh Spring of Deſire in the Autumn of Lite. 
IMs r avow (continu'd he, without giving me 
time to anſwer him) * that I ff — Experience; 
« for not all my Reſerve, the Sullenneſs and Severity 
of my Temper, nor the Debility of my Years have 
been able to avoid the terrible Blow. And I bleſs 
this Occaſion which has given me aſſurance, that 1 
&« ſpeak not to a Lady inſenſible of Love, and all its 
« moſt ſoft, and tender Edearments.“ | 
' « Hor p —faid I in a Fury, Signor Faſchinetti ; 
* this Language is inſufferable, and 1 muſt tell you, 
* that . * Woman, 3 5 — * - 
« venge the Aﬀront. I am oblig d to y for 
* the diſcovery of your Pater, 8 ſhall acquaint the 


* Cardinal my Uncle, with your honourable Pretenſi- 
| W 


—— 
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„ this Nature, as Pecadillo's not worth the minding, 
« Becauſe by For rude Jatruſion you have ſurpriz d 
« a Copy of ſome Verſes, which I have crib'd 
« from a Tranſlation of Ovid, by a Member of the 
Academy of the Ardenti, you preſume upon them 

to this Inſolence, as if they were my own. But 
« Sir, I muſt tell you, that unleſs you immediate] 
return my Paper, and leave my Room, I ſhall ſee 
V a Remedy leſs agreeable to your Intereſt. 
I SyoxE with that aſſurance, that Fa/chinetti was 
aſtoniſh'd, and really believing what I ſaid to be true, 
return d my Verſes, and left my Chamber, ing a 
Thouſand Pardons, and aſſuring me of all the modeſt 
reſpect of one, ho muſt own the higheſt regard for 
my Good, and my 7 ey 

Bur tho' the Confidence of my Action, the Plau- 
ſibility of my Pretence, and the Guilt of his Declara- 

had caft a Cloud on his Und ing, and given 

him a tumultuary Satisfaction; yet the Hurry, and 
Conſternat ion being over, and coming on his Bed to 
conſider, freſh ts alarm d his Fears, and rouſed up 
his Curioſity for a faxther Diſcovery. For ſeveral Cor- 
rections, and Blots in the Paper were evident Propfs 
of its being an Original. | 
Tuis made him fo watchful, eſpecially of the Ba- 
ron, that in ſpite of our. caution, he obſerv'd ſeveral 
conſcious Glances, which tho' no evidence of our 
Guilt, was ſome of our Inclinations, He kept us ab 
ways in fight, nor ever left us alone, which gave 
th a mutual uneaſineſs: For our Souls thinking 

r a Converfation more near and .cndearing, than 
cou'd be found in this Conſtraint, Bluſhes and kind 
NN 
0 eac , ing ſo near ; 
tend our Deſire of a cloſer r — 

Ir happen 'd that he was ay. long leave us a few 
Moments to go to a Vilitor about earneſt Buſineſs, 
tho with the utmoſt Reluctance; we improv'd the 


** 
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ing our Amorous Souls at our Mouths. He ſpar d on- 
ly time to tell me, that I ſhou'd retire to the Gover- 
8 and that in a Quarter of an Hour I 
d be entertain d with the pleaſant Adventure, he 
ou rd ove; on which he ound es ks Of 
ing more frequent, uninterru Opportu- 
nities of a nearer and dearer Convertaion, F 

\ I'REerrx'p to the Rendezvous of theſe comical 
Lovers, and the Baron to Faſchinetti and his 3 

22 that he might not alarm him with any fart 
picions, finding by my Account what had happen- 

ed. I was ſcarce into a corner of the Roo 
that was dark and obſcure, when the Governant and 
La Mime ſoftly ſteal in, and without any previous 
Ceremony of Fondnefs threw themſelyes down on 
the Bed; and in a little time I came forward, and 
throwing open the Cortins ſeized her in the Fact. 
You may better imagine, than I deſcribe, the Conſter- 
nation ſhe was in, and with what les ſhe endea- 
vour d to make her eſcape; but I held her too faſt, 
while La Mime, glad of the relief, ſtole gently away, 
and left us together. I reproach'd her abominable and 
monſtrous Luft, at on the very Ve of Mortality, 
ayer and Dry, cou'd admit minal Embraces 
of a Luſty Young Frenchman. In ſhort I faid all in 
an imitated Rage, that a real one cou'd 2 
yowing that I wou'd immediately tell all to the Car- 


dinal, and have her diſcarded. 


Sux fell on her Knees, embrac'd my Feet, beg d 
with all the moiſture Age cou'd ſupply her Eyes. vi 
and promis d no more to he guilty. Shou d I, in 
* my Youth, faid I, in the full flowing of my Blood 
« be drawn into fuch a Folly, you wou'd be the firſt 
« to oppoſe my Deſires, put Obſtacles in my Way, or 
t betray the Affair. Dry mez 07 dy, faid ſhe, 
« will yenture the Life you will give me to fatisfy 
«your Pleaſures; If any young Lord has pleas'd your 
Eye, and rais d your Deſire, I will promote your 
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- In ſhort, after ſome Parley on this Head, we came 
to an ment, and by the Capitulation ſhe was to 
poſſeſs her La Mine as long as ſhe cou'd, while I had 
the Maſter. But the Diffcultics of 5 OO were 

eater, than in hers, to whom' Ape, rmity, and 

eglect pave a li ot Acting without Obſervation. 
Whereas I had the Eyes of too many to deceive, to 
bring my Affairs about with ſo much eaſe. But the 
dear Caſanatta, had by his tertil Invention, ſmooth d 
2 rugged way to our Joys, by this contrivance. 
He provided himſelf of the Habit, and Cargo of 
done of thoſe Women, who fell Pomatums, Wa 
Paſte and the like, to the Ladies for their Hands and 
their Faces; in this Attire the Governant was to in- 
troduce him to my Cloſet, which was the next Even- 
ing effected; where I held him in my, Arms without 
fear or conſtraint for many Hours. | 
Nov was our Amour in its greateſt 1 
while ſecure from all danger we indulge our Enjoy- 
ments. This made me have no longer any 4 to, 
or keep any meaſures with the Count Luciano, who 
ſtill perſecuted me at my Hours of Retirement, I 
therefore d the Cardinal, if he valud my Repoſe, 
not to let me be any longer tormented with the Vi- 
fits of a Man that was my averſion The Cardinal 
coud not deny me what Lask d with ſome Earneſt- 
neſs, but taking a convenient unity, inform d 
him of my Sentiments in as ſoft and tender a man- 
ner as he poſſibly cou d, and deſir d him to forbear 
his Viſits Sr the future, aſſuring him, that notwith- 
ſtanding my ſeverity on his Account, he wou'd do 
him all the good Offices with me, except a conſtraint, 
Which he never wou d uſe. 

ABourT this time, the old Prince of Aſcoli having 
ſome ſecret Negotiations with the inal, was more 
frequently at his Palace, than formerly, Which gave 
life to a Report that I was the Buſineſs of his Vitits, 
This Rumour reaching the Ears of Luciano, perſua- 
ded him to believe himſelf facrific'd to the Cardinal's 

Ambition. 
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Ambition. Nay, he was told this Amour had been 
of ſome ſtanding, and that we had been ſome time 
really contracted. 

He therefore reſolv'd to retire into Spain, and go 
to the Wars againſt Portugal, but ſent me this Letter, 
and theſe Verles, e re be left Naples, 


LETTER. V. 


* 9 may venture, cruel Maid, to read this 
2 Letter without n with too much 
„of my Love; it being the laſt, I believe, I ſhall 
* trouble you with. That 1 have lov'd you, nay, that 
« I love you ſtill with the ſincereſt of Paſſions, wit- 
4 neſs all ye Powers that gon our Actions, and 
« diſpoſe of our Fates. Had 1 known, Madam, that 
„ your Heart and your Honour were engag d to ano- 
ther, I wou'd never have troubled you with the 
** Pains, and Agonies you have caus'd, I ſhou'd have 
„ endeayour'd to ſtifle fo unhappy a Flame in its 
Birth, and never have given head to a Fire which 
* now I fear is too ſtrong for me to maſter. However 
1 ſince it is impoſſible for me t be baff; in your 
« Arms, I ſhall learn from deſpalr to baniſh all thoſe 
agreeable Fantoms, which haunted my Thoughts 
« with the bewitching Scenes of Pleaſure, I beer can 
« obtain, I am, Madam, very ſenſible, nay I have a 
« moft terrible Idea, of the ſtruggle I muſt go through 
but ſince like Death it muſt be paſt, I muſt arm my 
« {elf with the ſtrongeſt Reſolution I am able, Tho 
« Death wou'd be a Thouſand times more ſupport- 
« able; that being but the ſeparation of Soul and Bo- 
dy, this the diviſion of the Soul, the Death of Love; 
« an Agony, that none but he, who loves like me can 
« tell, It is no ſmall aggravation of my Woe, to 
x think that you muſt ſhare in my misfortune. Par- 
« don me, charming Maid, I do not ſuppoſe, that the 
« loſs of ſo great a Wretch as I am, can be the leaſt 
? - pain 
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cc pain to your Heart; but when I confider my ha 
of 55 N e ne ans Age, it is er 7 
« yer adore you like me, and you will miſs abundance 
« of Happineſs, which my Zeal wou'd havd procur'd 
* you. Ah! crucl and fantaſtick Fate, that ordains 
“ me not only to loſe you, but o ſce you loſt in the 
& cold wither'd Arms of Age; to ſee all thoſe exceſ- 
& five Beauties, worthy: all the Changes of Jupiter, 
* confin'd to the Grave, ev'n in their Bloſſom of 
&« Youth. Hear me, Madam, hear me, and remem- - 
« ber, that you had an Adorer, that loved you faith- 
« fully, nay, that lov'd you equal to the vaſt Extent 
«* of your Merits; that when he was in the midſt 
* of Deſpair, in all the Agonies of an unlucky Paſſi- 
& on, in miſery deriv'd only from your Eyes, pray'd 
«for your Happineſs without regard to his own; who 
« thus implor d Heaven for you, May ready fucceſs 
«© ſtill meet your Deſires, may oy WenEy, of our 
Friends prove worthy your Innocent afifence 
« in them. May the s of your Body be as 
« laſting as thoſe of your Mind; may no Pain inter- 
« rupt your Eaſe, nor Misfortune your Felicity; but 
« as you ate the moſt charming of your Sex, ſo may 
ot be the moſt y; may your Husband's Love 
« be like mine; and ſince you are bound to the feeble 
« Arms of Old-Age, may yours like the Charms of 
« Medea renew his Youth; or what is next to it, and 
« not much more poſſible, may you never know what 
Love is, or may you think him as amiable as he 
- £4muſt think you, But ſhou'd I follow the dictates 
« of my Heart, whilſt it is pouring out Bleſſings up- 
on you, I might tire you, but never the of 
my Love. Having thus made the Will of my dy- 
« ing Hopes, I will trouble you no longer, but let 
* them in ſilence expire. 


Lyctano, 
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Ne longer ſuch ate ge uy 
To Eyes regardleſs 0 Pain; 
Her Cruelty has ſet yy 4 
Aud broke the flubborn Chain. 
Belinda you, that made me ſigh in vain, 
Now give the Cure by your unjuſt diſdain, 
2, 
Thou viſſonary Bliſs farewel'! 
Thou —— —— — 4 
Too many are the Pangs we 
But oh! the Foys to ! 
Glory a Brighter Miſtreſs I'll purſue, 
Glory can never prove ſo coy as you. 


| 3, 
The Din of War my Soul ſhall | 
And all ty Charms remove: ? 
The wanton Boy his Flight ſhall take, 
And meaner Conqueſts prove. 
Through Fire and Sword ſecure of Fate I'll move, 
Safe from all Harms, while I am ſafe from Love. 


As he expected no Anſwer, ſo he ſet out from Ng 
ples the next day, and I was left without any moles 
ſtation from that ſide, to enjoy my dear Baron. But 
mo honey have never any Prudence or Mean in 
their Enjoyments. Caſanatra's Publick Viſits were 
now too rare, and his Private ones too frequent al- 
ways to avoid the diſcovery of a jealous-fighted Lo- 
ves. The Cardinal was too much taken TI 


* 
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Affairs of State, or his Amour, to give us much di- 
ſturbance; and the Governant, who was left to watch 
over my Honour, was too ſtrongly engag d in our 
Party to interrupt our Pleaſures; but Faſchmerti was 
too vigilant, too full of ſuſpicion, and deſire, not 
to unravel a Myſtery, we were not cautious enough 
of concealing. ; 

He had Information from his Spies, that almoſt e- 
very Ev'ning a Woman was admitted to me under 


pretence of ſelling me Perfumes and Pomatums, and 
that ſhe ſeldom ſtaid leſs than an Hour or two in my 
Apartment; a ſuſpicion too t of the Mcſſen- 


of a favour'd Lover, or t ver himſelf in that 
i{puiſe, This recall'd to his remembrance my Verſes, 
the ſilent Language of the Baron's Eyes and mine, 
which he had more than once N He was 
fully ſatisfied, that to let himſelf into this Secret was 
the only way that he cou d ever hope to paſs to his 
Wiſhes, Having therefore — 4 of the Baron's 
being with me, the Governant being ſecurely retir d 
to La Mime, Faſchinetti gently ſteals into my Room, 
and finding none there creeps cloſe to the Cloſet, with 
the utmoſt attention liſtning, and 2 nw. putting 
his Eye to the Key-hole to make the diſcovery, that 
to him was both painful, and pleaſant. Here he plain- 
ly ſ us in the height of our Raptures, and obſerv'd 
me with Rage meeting him with- equal Fire; while 
with mutual Murmurings we diſfolv'd in each others 
Arms, 

Nor fatisfied with this he liſten d to our Diſcourſe, 
and fo perfectly unravel'd the Myſtery, However he 
thought good to ſuppreſs his 22 and not to 
come upon me with too ſudden a Surprize; gently 
therefore retiring, he re · enters the Room with ſome 
Noiſe, which warn'd us te put our ſelves in a Condi- 
tion of not being diſcover'd in any ſuſpicious Appear- 
ance. The Farde! was open'd, and we began to chaf- 
fer for a Price, till he knock'd at the Door, which 
without any Concern immediately I open d, and pro- 

proceed 


t 
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, ceeded in my Bargain with the ſuppos d Female Mer- 
chant; he humour d the Deceit, and bought ſome Paſte 
for the Hands; and as the Baron went out, under pre- 
tence of ki ſo prett a Trader, had a full 
View of his Face, which his Diſguiſe was not ſuffi · 
cient to alter ſo much as Sufpicion Was to reveal. 
He had order d him however to be dog d, and the In- 


formation was brought him, that he enter d a Perfu- 


mer's, and in a little Time after came out in a Cloak 
muffled up, ſo went directly to the Back · gate of his 
own Garden. | Gn ue 

Hs ſaid nothing till the next day, waiting the ame 
Hour for his Approach, at my Chamber · door; but the 
Baron was ſecretly convey'd up the Back-: ſtairs to my 
Cabinet. His Spy brought him word, the falſe Mer- 
chandeſs was with me; ſo Faſchinetti, with his uſual 
Liberty comes into my Room, but was ſtopt by the 
Governant who was there, who told him I was buſy 


with a Lady of my Acquaintance, and wou d hot be 


diſturb d; he reply d his Buſineſs was earneſt, as comi 
from the Cardinal, and therefore wou d not be deny 
So he came forward to the Cloſet; which I immedi- 
ately ſet open without any Fear. As ſoon as he ſaw 
the Baron there again — Ha! Madam, aid he, I 
fear you deſigu to interlope on the Tradeof the Perfu- 
„ mers, ſince you are ſo t a Cuſtomer to this 
« fair Merchanteſs. | 
Tu Baron pretended he had ht me a Pattern 
of ſome new Roman Gloves, which occaſion'd his 
giving me this Trouble ſo ſoon ; I told him I lik d the 
ample, and bid him bring me a dozen Pair; and ſo I 
diſmiſs d him without the leaſt guilty Concern; - He 
was no ſooner gone, but Faſchinetti ſeizing me in his 
Arms, forc'd a Kiſs from me, which when I reſented, 
he defir d me to be more calm, ſince it Was now in 
his Power to ruin my Affairs, aud that Deſpair might 
| make him do things we all might repent, unleſs Lre- 
ſoly d to be more indulgent to his Paſſion; and yield 
10 bim what 1 fo freely diſpos d of to the Baron Ca- 
7:34 E ſanatta. 


HR ‚ùꝛ.. — — — —— 2 


54 APULESYV Ss | Book 
2 To this he added an Account of all he lad 
diſcover d, as what he had ſcen, what he had heard, 
— he not only knew: him by his Face; tho* in 
/ the Di of a OE but had had him tracd e- 
ven to is own Houſe. 

I W as in ſome | Confuſion at his Diſcourſe, but 
utterly den deny d the Truth of his Charge. However 1 
tbon 2 to ſeem a little more plyable to 
Bis and aliow'd him 5 

of kiſſmg my Hands, my Lips, and my Boſom; whic 
Was Encouragement enough to hope greater Favours, 
- -which he preſs d with ſome Zarneſtneſꝭ, and added 
ſome Force. But I pacify d his E with a 
Promiſe 9 he ſhou' not wma in vain; that 
7.5 Riſque = rule to venture in that manner 

— ruin us both; and that he muſt 

9 and leis dangerous, to 

gratity his Wiſhes. 

Aryzas'p with theſe Reaſons and highly pleas'd 
_ with his Succeſs, he retir'd to contrive the Means of 
arriving at Pofleſhon, without which be told me, it 
-was' impoſſible he ſhould lire. His odious Addreſſes, 

and Carefles, and his filthy Kiſſes, which then 
I had been — _——— gave me a Reſolution of 
at once Inſolence, and deſtroying the 
Credit ang on his — 

His ba — Head .cou'd deviſe no way but what 
he had {een put in Practice by Caſanatta, and fo 


bop d in the Woman's de wh paſs the _ 
Night in my Arms. ight is 


am prepar d for the happy Rencounter. War — 
tore — Governant to conduct him in, and up Stairs 


to my Chamber. When he came there, I cou d not 

but 0 h at the very ridiculous” Figure he made, 

which: bearing « whit he preſs d my retiring witl 

bim to the told him the Night had happy 
* i 


hours enough in ſtore for the whole extent of Hi 
non. It now being near Bed-time, and Faſchinerti 


8 Juſb Kun down to undrels him, the Governant, by 
wy | 
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my Order, came running in and told me, the Cudi- 

* N f EN — 
d e a imag | inable r Al Safety 

R Runs him, his Diſguiſe, which cu d not 


rous Embrace, we tumbled him 


4 Tur coming of the. Porters had a little rrupte 
_ Carpegna's Affair; put. now Puſhing her/9n the C | 
a 


before, w 
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conceal him, was much. worle, than if he had been 
at that time without any; he propos d the Glo- 
Ft; that, I told him was the Place, Where we always 


retit d, but looking about, as by Chance, | 1 diſcover d 


a great Cheſt (I, had order d to be plac'd_ there] and 


adyvis d him to get into it, for the Cardinal wou d not 


ſtay aboue a quarter of an Hour, and then I wou d 
him into my Arms; ſo giving him a treache- 
quickly into the 
Cheſt; and lock d him faſt in, and order d Parters.ts 

it to his Apartment, and deliyer it to his Wifa, 


Tan Porters convey'd it with admirable dexterity, 


and found in Faſchinertis Apartment Carpegna with 


* 


Dolciftma Mortal, 4 Is Vinderta, 
Revenge is the ſweeteſt Pleaſure. of us Meviinls: 5 


He was 5 Poſſeſſion ofa Happineſs he had known 


Faſchinetti mg what was going a- 
bout, and being vawilling to be 40 near a Witneds of 


His own Cuckoldom, fo his own pleaſant Ao 
_ Coutrements, to make a Noi, and knock, and 
bounee at the till he had beat one end of it 


out. This noiſy Inhabitant of the Cheſt had frighted 


the Lady fo, as to make her ſeream out; which drew 

my ſelf ready for the Alarm, and Carpegnd's Wife, 

uu the Cardinal, to the Place of Diſtreſs; W 
1 | EA Nap 
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- Nop'd Carpegna to ſee what the matter had been. We 
found Faſchmerti juſt diſengag'd' from his amorous 
Mouſe- Trap. The Company now divided betwyixt 
Wonder and Laughter, at his Ridiculous Dreſs; nor 
cou d I conceal my Satisfaction, or hinder my Mirth 
at his Diſaſter, which highly provok d him, tho' the 
Company now viſibly — him out, join'd in 
the Laughter, while every one had his Jeſt on his co- 
mical Figure. His Paſſion cout d not bear Carprgna's 
Triumph, and threaten'd, that moment Death to his 
Spouſe, But half pacify'd by me for fear of a farther 
diſcovery of his Attempts, he turn'd the Raillery vn 
Carpegna, and that he was ſorry, his Frolick had in- 
ted the Cardinal's Diverſion with his Wife. 

F xoM this Words aroſe; for the Cardinal reſented 
the Reflection, and proteſted on Verbo Saterdotis, that 
he was w lly accus d. I * but 'a ſhort 
time the ure of my Revenge; matters were 
come te that height, that Faſchmerti reſolving to 
leave the Palace with his-Lady thit moment, would 
not ſuſſer me to triumph in his Diſgrace, but gave the 
Cardinal ſome Hints that he was not the only ſufferer 


in the Honour of his Family; and plainly told him, 


that 1 had ſacrific d mine to the Baron. 

Tais put me on a Neceſſity of telling the whole 
Company the Adventure, and his infamous Sollicita' i- 
ons of my Honour, for which I had —— him in 
rhat manner. That his Rage, at a Diſappointmen', 
had made him forge ſo ridiculous a Story. The Go- 
vernant was at hand to juſtify what I ſaid, which 
render d his Sincerity ſo ſuſpected, that his Evidence 
was ſlighted by rhe whole Company. In a Rage at 
theſe Infults, he threw off his Habit, and immediate 
left the Palace with his Lady, who found the Art af- 
terwards to wheedle him into a good Opinion of her 
Virtue, perſuading him that all the Circumſtances only 
prov d a Villainous Attempt of Car pegna. Who ſoon 
after returning to Rome with his Wife, left the Cardi- 
mal more at leiſure to conſider what Faſchinetii had = 


* 
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him of the Baron. Some Circumſtances were too po-- 
firive to merit his Neglect; and he concluded that he 
wou'd never have Aſſurance enough to attempt 
CY but by ſome certain diſcovery af my 
ventures | 

He plac'd ſome new Spies on my Actions, and ſo 
ſoon was inform'd of the ſrequent Acceſs of this Wo- 
man, For the rroubleſome domeſtick Spy being re- 
mov'd, we took the more Liberty in our Amour, 
and frequently paſs d the whole Night unſuſpected in 
one anothers 1 3 12 

Ones fatal Night, w ird with the Repetition 
of our Mutual Girelles, Sleep. had ſcald up both our 
Eyes, Death came and raviſh'd him from my Arms. 
The Governants Chamber was betwixt mine and the- 
Cardinal's, which he entring with a Dagger and dark 
Lanthorn, La Mime on the Noiſe leapt out of Win- 
dow, and breaking his Leg was taken by the Watch. 
But the Cardinal ſtay'd not to examine that matter, 
leſt he ſhou'd loſe the Aim of his Vengeance, the 
ſwe-t charming Thief, that rifled his Honour on my 
Boſomr. . My Chamber on that fie was unlock d, as 
dreading no Danger; ſo coming to my Bed-fi le, he 

2d on us a while, as faſt lock d in each others Arms 
as in Sleep; I firſt wak d by the Light of the Lanthorn, 
and feeing him going to pierce the dear Breaſt, that 1. 
doated on, I cry'd out {o loud, that the Baron awak'd, 
but not time enough to prevent the firſt Stab, 1vhich- 
tho* not immediately Death, . yet made him fall back 
in the Bed, *almoſtdrown'd in his own Gore. I ſein d 
the Cardinal's Hand, — him to diſpatch me with 
the lovely Youth: But deaf to my Prayers, and my 
Tears, ſnatching my Hand away, with another Blowπ] 
ſent his poor Soul a wandring with the Dead. 

Tis in vain to tell you the Extravagance of my 
Paſſion, not conſidering the naked Condition I was 
in, I threw my ſelf out of Bed, and beg'd Death at 
his Hauds, and which I thought once he wou'd have” 
given me; but Nature prevail'd, and throwing my 
72 * E 3 Cloaths. 
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Cloaths about me, he made me quit the Room, and 


xetire to another Apartment. And then order d 80 N 
ny fac thrown out of Window into the Sea, that 


t fide beat on the Walls of the Palace. 
be was long ere I cou'd be brought] to eat, or 
drink, or bear with any Patience the Light of the 


Day, muchlefs the fi rer the Cardinal him! " Who 


imagining that the Phee might ſtill keep my Grief 
2 and laſting, he remov 4 me to Ap: 4 And here 
took a peculiar Care to wean me from my Sorrows, 
by all the Diverſions this City afforded. 

AYE Ax was now paſt, and Youth and other Ob- 
Nad had thrown out a Gueſt ſo injurious to my 
leaſure and Beauty; when Don Luciano returning from 
Spain, and findin me at Rome, by the Cardinals Per- 
miſſion renew'd his Addreſſes; and it was he, who 


gave me the Veſpers and Maſs, where his uſual ill For- 


tuhe threw thee in the Way of his Happineſs, Not 


that 1 ever would have Marry'd him, but yet 1 


might have thought ſo much due to his Conſtancy, 
as not to let him tigh ahrays in vain, | 
HERE ſhe = her Narration, 4 was indecd 
ery divertin its extraordinary Variety of Events, 
Plant and daal ache. | £3 Bloody Cataſtro, 
phe of the Baron, gave me Pain — my ſelf; leſt 15 
ſhou'd be my Fate one day or 


The Endof the h BOOK; 
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CHAP. I. 


Containing. an Account of Fherela's Argument. 
3 the terrible Death of the 
Marquis of Ancona, and young Bentivoglio 
her Gallant: The Intriegue of a grave Matros , 
of Sienna with Fryar Rinaldo: And of an 
old Sicilian Phy/ician's Wife with 4 Fryar- 
Minorette; the Advantages of Iytriegning with. 
the Clergy. . 
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IT was now Time to dreſs againſt Din- 
ner, and having taken my Repaſt, and run 
thro' the Pleaſures of the Day, the Night 
returning gave me again to the dear 
Arms of the charming Thereſa, letting 
me into the brighteſt Field of Love, 
out any Check. I might run my full Career. 

E 4 Tavs 
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Tuus Night paſt after Night, and nothing but 
Pleaſure and Love, till now ſhe found her felt with 
Child, and was not alittle concern'd at the diſcovery 
7 ſhe ne my Fears with Aſſurances of my 

fety, when the Secret.cou'd no. longer. be conceal'd. 
I preſs d her to marry Don Luciano, by that Means 
the better to ſecure her Reputation and me. But ſhe 

told me, that was a Sacrifice too great to make to my 
Security, when there was no ſuch neceſſity apparent. 
Lask'd her whence proceeded her Averſion to Mar- 
jage, which other young Ladies ſeem fo forward to 

ace. N 5 
1˙L 1 tell thee, my Cupid, | id ſhe, and I will tell 
thce ſincerely; I know my ſelf too well to run the Rift 
que of a Hucband, who when he has once paid his 
Li for Poſſeſſion, lays a cruel Extortion on the 
Wife all her Life, for the tranfitory Pleafure of a few 
News Enjoyment, ever, after confining her Delights 
to his Neglect of her Charms, I am of an amorous 
Conſtitution, and ſhou'd ſtrive to do my ſelf that Ju- 
ſtice my Husband deny'd me. Beſides, I cannot, pro- 
miſe for my Conſtancy in that Caſe; 1 know not but 
I might be: weary. of him ſooner, than he wou'd te 
of me, and then to be oblig'd to his diſguſtful Embra- 
ces, is a Confinement 1 never can endure, or think of 
with Patience. The Lover's Humours are ſubject 
to me, the Husband's muſt command me. Nor can 
Lever f the Fate of a dear Friend of mine, who 
d the Marquiſs of Ancona. She was Youn 

Was Beautiful, and ſtor d with the little Frailties 
of our Sex. She was courted, ſhe was Won by the 
zealous Aſſiduities of the Marquiſs. In ſhort, ſhe was 
Marry'd, and too ſoon diſcover'd the Change of her 
Condition. His ill Humours grew inſupportable: his 
Follies without number; his Inſolence not to be born. 
No interval of Quiet, till now ſhe hated him more 
than ever ſhe lov'd him. | What then remain'd, but 
that finding no Pleaſure at home, ſhe ſhou'd ſeek it 
abroad. The Church, the Rendezvous ot the * 


* 
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and the Charming, on furniſh'd her with an Object 
worthy of her Deſires, in the Perſon of young Bent i- 
voglio. By the help, of her Creature, ſhe ſoon gain'd- 
her End; for he was too gallant a Man to fuffer a. 
fair to ſigh. long. in vain, and ſhe too charming 
not to find a Return. In ſhort, they lov'd and were 
belov;d; were happy, and fo had remain d, had it not. 
been for the eruel Impertinence of the Husband, WhO, 
tho he found no Delight in her himſelf, nor cou d af- 
ford her any Pleaſure, enviouſly deny d anyrother the 
Poſſeſſion ha cou'd not enjoy. A — is made 
of the Intriegue, and the unfortunate Lovers found 
in the Fact; the Gallant was preſently ſeiz d. and the 
Wite, and the Aſſiſtant of her Amour, forced to ſtran- 
the unlucky Bentivoglio. Then with the dead Bo- 
ot her Lover, they were, both immur d . betwixt - 
Stone Walls, and ſhe periſh'd by d on the-- 
cold Boſom of her Gallant, And this barbarous Murder. 
_ our _—_ iſtrates, met — no 38 
Was hi pplauded, as an exact piece of . Juſtice. . 
Was ten werd Marry to give — ; ty. 
and all her Delights to the Will of a Man, that. will 
have no R to them? No, no, the Cardinal is - 
too fond of me to hurt me for what Liberty I ſhall 
fancy to take; and all the Carre that remains on me. 
is to ſecure the Perſon that adminiſters to my Pleaſure, 
Tur Fate of the Marchioneſs of Ancona. I confeſs - 
(Gd I); my. adorable, Miſtreſs,, is an Inſtance too me- 
lancholly of the Tyranny of. Husbands. But it muſt 
certainly be the ill Conduct of the. Wives, who ſuffer 
ſuch Diſcoveries; or want of Addreſs in wheedling 
the Foibles of their Lords. For every Man has his 
blind ſide and Folly, n with Diſcretion. 
a Woman may cally turn to her Pleaſure and Securi- 
ty. Their Humour, Temper, Circumſtances, Incli- 
nations, Paſhans, every thing affords a Woman ot 
Judgment the Means of her Sakisfaction, with no 
more Hazard, than wou'd ſerve to heighten the En- 
joyment. This is plain from the following Story. 
Af n Turns. 
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Tur Rt was # Woman near Florence the fair, 


who after a long Intri was in Bed with her Gal. 
Unt, when her was knocking at the Door; 


but having Preſence of Mind in the ſtreight, ſhe” clap'd 
her Lover under the Bed, and immediately run-to let 
in her Cuckold. Whoſe Entrance ſhe receiv'd with 
the ſmall Shot of her Tongue, for venturing Home 
ata Time, when the Serjeants were in the Houle in 
- ſearch of his Perſon; The Wirtal at the i- 
— in'd Diſaſter, beg d her Advice what was 
one, the Gates of the Town being already ſhu 
fter a little Pauſe Come, make haſte, ſaid 
and flip foftly into the Dove-coat, there only 
® heve you can be with Safety, that having 
or Rarchfd by them already.” On all the w 
. which 7 — of 
om as ſpeedily removing, return d to her 
whom to frighten her Hoskand the more, ſhe mad 
act Firm _ and then _ with her t 
without nterruption; in [ 
him with Security and nos 
ur if the Gallant be of the Church, a very Bun- 
25 may give a Looſe to her Wiſhes without Appre- 
ſion: as will plainly from the following Ad- 


T 


* 
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A Sorzx Matron of Sienns had an Intriegue with 
A good jolly Fryar call'd Rinaldo, of fo long a Conti- 
nuance, that one wou'd think ſhow'd not have 
been ſo greedy as to run the Riſque of any Diſcovery. It 
kappen'd however, that while the Fryar was with 
Her, and his Companion over-head with the Maid, 
Her Husband unexpe&ed comes thundering at the 
Door, and made her cry out ſhe was undone. But 
cecollecting her Thoughts, ſhe bid the Fryar dreſs 


himſelf with all ſpeed, and he ſhou'd ſee how cleverly | 


ſhe wou'd bubble her Husband. And having given 
Him Inſtructions what Part he was to play in this 
Pageant, ſhe ran to the Door, and let in ber —_ 

© | h; ving 
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haying lad the Child in the Place where ſhe, and the 
ed ban Vibe « Oh! my Dear, faid the, 1 
4 little Tug of ſeeing this Hour, that we 
« ſhou'd be in danger of lin of Fc: ou Son and 
Heir! But had it not been for (whom 

« the Lord ſent Vither | in the nel N I am 

« certain. we never had ſcen the dear little Crea- 
„ture again.“ The Husband witly ſome Concern, | 
deſir'd her to tell him what the Matter was, and what 
the Child ail'd, ; * Alas! my dear Hughand, { Ta, 


„ oe) at ft T was Aa 
ſelf to bet / Child fwoon away in the . 
ner he. did; for 1 t thought that he wou'd immedi- 


«« ately have giyen up, the Ghoſt; nor coud T tell 
« what in the World to do. When at that very 
Inſtant Fryar Rmaldo came in, and taking the fweer 
« Babe in his Arms, faid, Goſſip, the Chit is fick of 
« the Cheſt-worms, which oy on the Stomach 
« and will be bis Death, unle voy Kr 
„eh, But be not caſt rot will exorciſe 
m in ſuch a manner, that III warrant I cure 
„him, and leave PI. well as ever he was in his 
« Life, 3 I And becauſe we wanted 
2847 ce 82 ayer and you wer mot e 
a vail'd wit om to go u 
cc, over-head, 700 fy, them eee Ly 2 
1 Rinaldo, and I, havin . es imo ja 
„ Room, becauſe none but Mother of the Child 
* muſt be preſent at this Myſtery; which oblig d me 
to let you wait ſo long at the Door. The Child. 
J believe, is till in the Fryar's Arms, and if his 
„Companion had 3 finiſh? Cy Prayers all would. 
be over, the Boy vari already.” 
The ſimple Cuckald ende with this Story, : 


fetching many a deep Sigh from his Heart, deſir d to 
ſee the poor Infant; but ſhe ſtop'd him, with aſſu- 
rance that his goi in wou d ſpoil all the Cure; that 
ſhe wou'd ſte if O 25s were over, and call 
him then to the Joy, R | 


time? 
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time to dreſs himſelt at leiſure, and hearing what 
ſhe had faid, call'd out aloud. Do 1 not hear 
* your Husband?” He reply d, Yes, very demure- 
ly. The Fryar having compos'd himſelf to much 
NEE: bid him come in, and thus with a ſolemn 

ctifyd Countenance, addreſs'd himſelf to him. 
Here take yonr little Son, whom by the help of St. 
* Ambroſe 4 perfectly recover d, though when 
I firſt a him I could not believe cou'd have liy'd 
« till Night. Therefore hear me, Sir, you muſt | 
« {et up a waxen Image of your Child's bigneſs, be- 
fore the Image of St. Ambroſe, through whoſe 
« Merits this Fayour is beſtow'd on your Family.” 
The Father then taking up the Child in his Arms, as 
if he had rais'd him out of his Grave, began to kiſs 
him, and to thank the good Fryar for the wonderful 
Cure. In the mean time Fryar Rinaldo's Compani- 
on (that he might play his part in this Farce. which 
be had heard) came down. Stairs, and told Father Ri- 
zaldo, that he had ſaid the four Donors Me en 
ed him. Which done, the Poor Husband made them 
a Banquet, with ſtore of Preſerves, and other Sweet. 
| meats, and the Beſt of his Wine; and waiting on 
them out of the Houſe with a great deal of Devotion, 
recommended his Family to St. Ambroſe, by the 
Prayer of good Fryar Rinaldo, and cauſing his Child 's 
Image immediately to be made in Wax, ſet it up be- 
fore the Image of St. Ambroſe, as a Teſtimony of 
the Mirae. s 


ru young Wife of an old Phyſician, call'd Agatho, 
in Meſſma in Sic, made Choice of a brisk Fryar Mi- 
norette for her Confeſſor; and in her ion ſhe 


took care to diſcover her Mind in ſome meaſure, and 
her gay Inclinations to ſupply the Defects of matri- 
an dx Duty in her Husband; and that ſhe long'd for 
a Change of Paſture, where ſhe might find ſome bet- 
ter F ing. Before he gave her Abſolution he en- 
join d her the next Day to feign her {elf ill of * 
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the Mother (to which ſhe was ubjeRt) when the 
Doctor was gone out to viſit his Patients; and call on 
St. Bernardine and his Relicks for her Cure: She * 7 
follow'd his Inſtructions, and this Minorerre was en- 
— to EY the Saint's Relicks, and apply them to 
he-Fryar finding his Plot ſucceed ſo 
eee lemon, Ber too many 
Witneſſes in the Room, told them he m _ 
Operation with Confeſſion, which was 
make the whole Company withdraw, ſo that 4 
only remain d his Companion, and the Gentle womams 
Maid. The Company remov'd, the Maid and the 
Miſtreſs found other Work to à0 than Confeſhon./ In 
the midſt of their 2 rang who ſhould come 


home but the poor hyſician, no not giving a Jag _ 
time to li odds — but: ; cap out ot 
Bed. But Coding theſe two Father Confeſſors ſo near 


his Wife, be — to ſcratch his Head where it did. 
not itch, not daring to {peak what, he * ht? But 
that which, moſt vated his Woe; he found the 
Fryar's Breeches under his Wife's Pillow; but The pre- 
ſently ting his Reſentment, faid, Sweet Husband, 
becauſe the Relicks of bleſſed St. Bernardine have reco. 
ver d me, I defir'd the good Father to leave. them with 
me, fearing a Relapſe. The Fryar being inform d. by 
the Maid of the Trick her Miſtreſs had put on 
Husband, reſolving to make the Cataſtrophe of a N 
wi the Comedy, return'd- with Croſſes, and 
with the Prior of- the Fraternity, 4 

the che chief o we the Convent in Proceſſion, to fetch home 
his Breeches: And taking them out of a fair Linnen 
Cloath (in which the poor ſick Soul had wrapp'd — 121 ' 
he made all the Standers-by, the Cuckold and all, 
kif them; and having lai them u in a Shrine, 2 | 
ried home this wonder-working Relick in Triumph. 

In ſhort, Madam, all that can be deſſr d by a Worn 
of Pleaſure in a Gallant, may be found in an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Lover, The Church has taken care that they 


ſhall be every way agrecable, . 


and; Deform'd from; the Clergy. And as they ane S 
well qualify'd' in Perlen, ©. their, Character obli 


them to have ſome. Regard to Decorum and Secrecy, 


and furniſhes O ty and Security. 


THERESA liſten'd very attentively to what I ſaid. 


but I was not then ſenſible that I was pleading againſt 
my. own, Intereſt, in offering her a new View of In- 
triegue, which yet ſhe, had notſexperienc d, and ſo agree - 
able to the Inconſtancy of her Nature: But IL 


ſoon found I had not preach d to the Deaf, or advancd 
Scholar incapable of-what-I taught. 
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the Cardinal's brutal Love to him, prevails 
with him to make his Eſcape in Woman's 


l ERE isa Monaſtery of Dominicans in Rome, 
dot alittle celebrated and frequented, for the 


at which Church Donna Thereſa very often 
paid her Devotions. Among the many jolly Prieſts 
of this Houſe, ſhe had caſt her Eye upon one every 
way qualify'd for her Deſign: He was Joung, 171 
and handſome, his Colour freſh, his Eye black and full, 
Lips rudd 5 $4 Teeth white as Ivory: On this Fryar 
ſhe fix'd firſt for her Confeſſor; by that means letting 
him into the Secret of her Inclinations. As ſhe was 
extremely beautiful, and form d to give Pleaſure in its 
& Ot. Height; 


8 AE, Book. Is, 


Thereſa's Amonr with a Dominican Fryar,” 
aud ile preſent ill Luck of the Fryar's A.- 
 Fempts puts an end to the Affur. Fantaſio's 

Feat for humſelf from her Teconſtancy, and 


© Fraternity of the Roſary of the Bleſſed Virgin; 


e 


cas a <4 ad 5 fa —_— 
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83 in th RY Extent; And — Fryar's” 
Perſon was ſufficient to raiſe great Deſires in a Perſon | 
of her amorous Conſtitution, * r an Abi- 
lity of fully gratifying what he razs' | 
THERE was not d with a meer Infide- ' 
iy to me, but imposd the odious Task-on me of ac- | 
ker Falſhood, to whom 'ſhe was yer 2 
dear dl be ere | 
«© FANTASIO (ſd ſhe- one Day) you — 
« me?” 4 Youmi axvecllademe —e— 
*I lov'd Happineſs, Honour, and the greateſt — 
«© a Man is 3 Is it poſſible for an 
Man to poſſeſs ſuch Charms, and not be inſini 4 
fond of. you? Yes, Madam, aſſure your ſelt that 
«. cars love no like ou, and that in Comp 
2 —— 0 40 10 X55 
UT Fantaſie, (a { again you love 
„ me for my or your wn? I muſt .confebs, 
« Madam, (return'd I) my own Satisfaction has bern 
« ſo mingled in my Paſſion, that it is a dif- 
8 ule mae in what's pſt Eur yo rom my 
« ſelf; but if you wou put my Love for you to 
« the Teſt, command me to de ay g where my 
A rage. our Will. 
„Au willing 22 ſhe) but a Proof 
% would — — Belie — on more than 
meer Inclination. If you love me more than you¹ỹů 
« ſelf, you will promote my Pleaſure in tion to 
40 your own; in Confidence therefore of the Truth of / 
« your Profeſſions, I ſhall now make Tryal of their 
« Reality, Know then, I have ſeen a Man who has 
« made an Impreſſion on my Heart, aud withodt 
the Poſſeſſion of whom 1 am perfectly miſerable; - 
«_ have no body I can truſt in the important Secret: bur 
your ſelf. He knows my Inclinations, and feels 
the ame Deſires, rr 4 my iter Now you 
to make me Miſtreſs o Now 
en 


* 


1 
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« alone muſt be the obliging Inſtrument. of my Satiſ 
faction. Why do you ſtart at the only:way:you can 
< convince me that you love me?” * Al Madam, (aid 


I with a deep Sigh) “ what have 1 dane ta provoke 


* your Indignation ſo far as to command me the 
* only thing in which I can diſobey you? For this 


©«< is to deſtroy the v _— of my Happineſs. and 
 Pinga WAL Pool that 1 do not love you. For 
* can a Man that loves, endeavour the delivering. 


her whom he loves into the Arms of another? 


Iurorzur in her Deſires, ſhe could not bear my 
Refuſal, but vvith a thouſand Reproaches told me, that 
ſhe would employ ſome body. elſe, while the Secret 
ſhould:die with me under her ent, by maki 
a Diſcovery of me to the Cardinal. I was ſtruck dumb 
with that Terror, and immediately reflecting, that be- 
ing employ d in the Affair, L might find means of ſe- 
cretly diſappointing the 'Suceels, and to ſecure my ſelf 
till I could find ome way of making my Eſcape from 
a Family, where I could expect nothing bur continual” 
Fears, and certain Ruin in the Erd; 2 pathetical 

oach of ber Inconſtancy, and Vows of my Love 
Fidelity, I aſſur d her, that ber Pleaſure alone 
could engage me, ſince Life was no longer valuable 

SHE taking my Compliance on any Conſideration 
ſufficient for Fer Uſe, order d me to go to the Fryar, 
and appoint him to come the following Night about 
Twelve, and aſſure him that a Ladder of Ropes ſhould 
be let down for him out of the adiacent Window, on 
which he ſhould mount to Happineſs. ' I obey'd, and 
found the Fryar tranſported at the Aſſignation. Bur I 
took care-before I came Home to engage two or three 
Friends to be near the Place at the Hour appointed, 
yet ſo conceal'd, that they ſhould not hinder the Fryar 

m beginning to mount the Ladder: And ſo I re- 
turn d Home with my Ladder of | Ropes, which I 
procur d, and hid till the Hour of Action. 


Ey 
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Every thing being thus in Order for his Reception, 
ir is impoſſible to expreſs the Impatience of eſa 
for his Arrival. I was at my Poſt, let down the Lad- 
der at the Signal, and held the End faſt in the Win- 
dow, The Fryar having fix'd the End in the Street, was 
mounting three or four Steps, when my Friends, 
punctual to their A pretend to ble at 
the Food of the er, and then to ſeize the Fryar, 
as a Thief attempting the Cardinal's Palace. 
Noiſe was my Que, and I let go the Ladder; down 
tumbles the Prieſt, and in his Fall beats my two Friends 
to the Ground; and ſo being u oſt, nimbly leaps 
up firſt, and choſe. to truſt to his Heels for his Safety. 
hey were not long after him, and purſued him ſo 
clole, that he was fore d to take Shelter in the public 
Privy; nor thinking himſelt there ſecure, throws him- 
ſelf into it, which falling into the Common-Shoar, 
through all that Filth he made his way to the Tiber; 
and 5 his Purſuers loſt Scent ob him. bt SEV 
Is this wofu! Pickle our Eccleſiaſtical Lover got to 
the Monaſtery, and ſoon to his Bed. Ther was too 
uneaſy at the Adventure not to ſend me the next Morn- 
ing to know what was become of him. I found him 
in a moſt lamentable Condition, and he gave me an 
Account of his narrow Eſcape in all its Circumſtances, - 
J found a ſecret Satisfaction at his ill Fortune, but 
gave my Lady a faithful Relation of all he had told 
me: Which tho? of 9p her a ſenſible Affliction, yet 
bated not a whit of her Inclination to Wusel ‚ 
Satisfaction which now had been diſappointed. N 
Ir was ſome time e er the good Fryar had recover d 
this Adventure ſo far, as to be able to make another. 
And being now well again, there ſcem'd too much 
Hazard in Whoring abroad, and therefore' he appoints. 
the Rendezvous at Home in the Sacriſty of his Mo- 
naſtery, ordering her to be the next Night at the 
Feſtival of the Roſary, and to place her ſelf incognito 
in that part of the Church next the Sacriſty; Which 
he knew would be pretty well crowded; and By. 
1 w 
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would find a means of her retiring from the Crowd 
without any Notice; and then with, more Security 
might finiſh their Loves, io 
Was to attend her at the Sacriſty Door, and not 

to er in the Church, whence ſhe eaſily retreated 
to the Field of Battle. I ſaw her go with a heavy 
Heart, but without any means of diſappointing them 
again. To diſcover it I durſt not, nor appear to have 
an Hand in any Delay of their curs d Satisfaction: 
Patience was all the Remedy I had, and venting; ſe- 
eret Curſes on the Prieſt and Thereſa. But While 
theſe melancholy Reflections took up my Thoughts, 
Chance and the Prieſt's Folly were more my Friends 
than I expected; for of a ſudden I heard the Voice 
of a Woman in a Paſſion, too loud for the Place and 
the Time. My Surprize: was ſcarce over, when I 
heard the Door open, and faw = Lady come out in 
much Hafte veiPd, and purſu'd by another Woman, 
whoſe Violence was reſtrain d by the Force of the 
Fryar's Arms: My Lady and I made all our Speed 
away, and by the moſt and round about Streets 
got Home fate. N | by 

BEIN come to her ſelf, and now in Security, ſhe 
told me ſhe was diſappointed by a very odd Accident, 
and the Heedleſneſs of the Fryar, who had appointed 
her his uſual Rendezvous with another Woman; who 
waiting, as ſhe had often done before, for his coming 
aſlep, But the Frpar proceding tothe Cauſe of the 
aſleep. But t ar ing to the Cauſe 
Meeting,. threw by Head — expecting Lady's 
= which wak'd her from her Sleep into Rage; 
and that occaſion'd that Noiſe, and her Flight from 
the Virago ſhe durſt not encounter; for ſne was not 
a little mov d at the Fryar's Infidelity, but had ſuffi · 
ciently reveng d it on Thereſa, had not the Fryar in- 
terpos d. And this, my dear Funtaſio, ſaid ſhe, I 
n my Falſhood to thee.” 
could not but my Satisfaction at that Thought. 
and in vigorous Embraces endeavour d to regain a. 


* 
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Heart that was of too volatile a Nature to be long 
1 She never expreſs d ſo much Fire in the 
rſt _— of our Amour, as ſhe diſcover'd that 
Night; 
Arms. | | 7 | 
1 T the —.— = over, 2 GT 
grow every Day I had ferious 
Thoughts bf Renkin my ſelf by a ſpeedy Eſcape 3 
but that which haſten d the Execution of m 


wa the Streight I was in by the Cardinal's Addre * 


—_ had — me to that, =_ I uw fee! the 
eight of his Reſentment, or yield to the gratifyi 
his infamous Luſt the next Night. n 


I ALways had the Liberty of Thereſa's Cloſet and 


Wardrobe, and being pretty well' furniſtid with the 
Money 1 had got in his Service, ſhe having left me 


alone, to go about ſome Affair irr which ſhe had no 


occaſion of me, I found a Suit of he's of two Years 


— that fitted me very well. © Having that Day 
v 


Horſes (for I would not venture with: th 


sd my ſelf in Woman's Apparel, and taking my 
Money, I got out of Rome as foon as the Gate was 


Free or a Vetturino) for the next Morning, — 
re 


et ad my. fon Diſquiets.. in ber 


open, taking my Road directly to the Province of 


Barri, where I had a Relation, who would take care 


ot me till I got to ſome other Part of the World. 


My Fears made tne haſten” my Journey, and we 


rid very hard, till coming near the Appenines in the 
Abrux xo, we aw ea Party of Horſe almoſt croſſi 


our Road at ſome Diſtance; but J little thought they b 


were Banditth, as we afterwards found them. 


# 
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Of Seignior Fantaſio's being talen by the Ban- 
ditti, and the Adventure of, the two Fran- 


ciſcan Fryars, who were ſeverely 
and turned out of Door "naked, for ting 
"the fair Ladies their Hoſt had provided far 


them 


F Y. Guide was not {6 ignorant as my ſelf, but 


as yet uncertain of the Truth, made a Halt, 
and told me, he was afraid they won.d 
prove a Gang of Bandiſli. Their confus d 


1* a* 
[Thar 


and irr 


Moment more plain, my Guide whcel'd about, and 
turning his Horſe towards Portello and. Rome, ad- 


vis d me to follow him with my utmoſt Speed, | Not 
ſtaying for wy, Anſwer, but ſetting Spurs to his Horſe, -* 


he never look d back till he was out of Sight. But I 


was too much diſtracted betwixt two ſuch Extremes, 
my Guide, 
ollowed at a 


to, fix with Reſolution on either; {© 1 5 
with an caſy, but-unwilling Gallop, I 
diſtance. I could not but dread falling into the Hands 


of the Cardinal, when I reflected on the lamentable 
Fate of Caſanatta; on the other hand, the preſent 


Danger was too terrible to ſuffer me to be indifferent. 
In the midſt of this Diſtraction I came to a By- 
Road, that turn d off from the direct Way to Rome, 
and in all e might enable me to eſcape this 
Gang of the Handitel, Whippipp, therefore, my 
Horſe with all my Force and Strength, I made all the 


Speed forward 1 could, till * 
N bs vy x, 


| March, as well as their Dreſs, perſuaded ' 
us that they. were no Soldiers, aud yet we plainly diſ- 
cover d that they. were arm d not only with»Swords 
and Piſtols, but with Fuzcees. This 8 Every. 
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with the Sound of many Horſes, I kept on my Pace 
till I found my ſelf u rounded with half a ſcore Ban- 
Alitti, who ſeizing my Horſe. and rifling my nero 
commanded me to A wich them wit ut m 
- aſſiring me, that it I attem tempted to make my Eſcape, 
they would ſend ſuch a Volley of Bullets aloud with 
me, ,as ſhould ſoon ta ſtop to my Journey. 
Ia them all the fair Words i in the World, and 


| hop'd, as they were Men of Honour, would have 


ſome to my Sex, ern content themſelves Wick 
what I 1 n 2h thing to the Pre} 
dice of my Virtue or a be he Mode and * 


of my Cloaths were too Shionable and rich, not to 
- Inſpire them with the H of a conſiderable Ranſom 
-- Ge rity Bee, as promiſing a Woman of the firſt Fi- 
gure and Quality; they ede aſſur d me, that I 
might be as caſy as in my own Houſe, my Virtue and 
Life being not what they fought, but the Money, 
Which 1 muſt procure for my Liberty. Unable to 
- appeaſe this firſt Frown of Fortune, L bore it with a 
- Patience that made my Captivity eaſy, and according 
to their Command I rode briskly on with them as 
gay and good humour d, as if * had happen d. 
| E had not travell'd far towards the Foot For the 
' 5, but coming into a wild ſolitary 15 62 
Vee at a little diſtance diſcoverd two Men lyin 
cd beneath an Olive - Shade, ſtark naked, and 4 booty, 
| —4 viſibly alive. One of the Company rid up full 
| nay lade their Eſcape till we A up to — — 
— willing to know the cauſe 
We ſoon found by their ſhav'd Heads A . a 


Brace of jolly Franciſcans, one about Five and twenty, 


the other near Forty, On our Enquiry how t 

came into that wo 8 the rg HA of 
that they had been ſet upon by Robbers, ſpoil'd 
of their Habits; and whipped in that manner becauſe 
they had no Money; w when the other lying ill on 
- tis Belly, cry'd out, Why doſt thou add a Lie 2 
. ot 


/ 
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other Crimes, into which thou haſt-drawn the Frailty 


of my Youth. 


Tus Contradiction betwixt the Fryars rais'd their 


' Curioſity to hear the Truth of the Story; which, on 
- me Importunity; and adding ſome Threats, the 
Jounger Fryar thus began to relate. | 


 Wirtuin a few Miles of this Place there lives an 


| rr Knight in a ſolitary Caſtle, fit for the Dark- 


of his Crimes, and Diſſoluteneſs of his Life; 


always, it ſcems, remarkable for his Enmity to our 


. 12 
bs 


Order: But ignorant of his Malice in our 


from Rome to our Monaſtery, we repair d to . 


ling, as we commonly do to good Catholicks, for 


- the charitable Support of a Night's 


g. The 
ite receiv d us with all the Reſpect and pious 
— of a Chriſtian, .and.a firm Devotce 


to St. Francis. He firſt _refreſh/d, us -with the fineſt 
choice Wine in his Caſtle, then ſet us to a Table plen- 


tifully. furniſh'd with the moſt curious Viands of the 
Seaſon. Still more. earneſt to pleaſe us, the Diſhes: re- 
moy'd, he puſt d ound the Claſs, which, being tir d 
with à hot and tedious Journey, we with, an 


innocent Freedom. The Evening came on, he ſhew'd 


us to our Chamber, and concluding, as we imagin'd, 
thouſand 


With a GlaG to our Repoſe. He then, with a 
QUrreſſes, and a Face full of Sincerity, told us, that he 
thought his Entertainment far from co t if he 


deny d us any Benefit of his Houſe, Which, with a 


Roman Hoſpitality he beſtow'd on his Friends: That 
ſince we had eat and drank freely, it was to be 
ꝓos d a beautiful young Girl would be no ill Digeſtion, 
and that he had one for each, as charming and com- 
liant as we could deſire. Not yet yielding to the 


Temptation, I told him, with all the humble Refent- 


ment due to our paſt Obligations, that thoſe were 


Plcaſures we had forſworn by a ſolemn Vow of Cha- 
ſtity. But drinking round another Glaſs, he apply d 


hin elf thus to my Brother, aſſuring him he might 
de 


| 
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be free with him, as a firm Devotee to our Order; 
that he was ſenſible that Fleſh and Blood were not put 


off with the Form of a few Words; and that Nature 
requir d a Vent, where ſhe admitted a Repletion; 
that religious Vows and Oaths were Matters of Form, 
and of Uſe to the Service of Religion, but not ſo 
binding to Particulars, as never to find a tem 
Breach. So waiting for no Anſwer, on ringing a 


two beautiful young Ladies enter d the Room; they 
were in a charming looſe Undrefs, with their f 
ling Boſoms all bewitchingly expos d to the Eye, and 


fitting (down by us, provok'd us to Freedoms which 


they would not reſiſt. Firſt ſtealing our Hands to 


their ſnowy white Baſoms, they ſt us in ſuch a Con- 
fuſion, that our Blood flying into our Cheeks, diſco- 
ver d Deſire too much in our Eyes. The Gentleman 
withdravvs, and leaves us to our ſelves, to act what 


wee pleas d, without any Witneſs but the Actors in the 
Pleaſures. Being now left alone, my experienc d Bro- 
ther threw off his Habit and Virtue at once, and meet- 


ing no Reſiſtance, ſoon arriv d at the Joy he defir'd; 
Wand Iyncrane Purete no farthenthad Bf and 
b I no than Kiſſes 

Careſſes; while he reproaching my Coldneſt, would 
fain have diyerted my Lady in the fame man- 


: But then rais d by Defire, and puſt'd on by Jea- 
with 


u 
jouſy, and authoriz d Example, '| attempted 
Fear what iſhe gave — — any. —— — theſe 


amorous Engagements now, paſt at leaſt an , and 


being faſt lock d in one another's Arms, the Doors 


bu open, the Knight and his Servants entering, 
ſeized on us as we were all naked; they whipped. us 
with Cords as long as they were able, each Minute 


- -upbraiding us in this manner, O! ye wicked Hy- 


_— — 7 fai the Knight) is this your: fingtilar 
„ Vow of 


haſtity? Is it thus that you uſe t conquer 


your Temptations? Had theſe been my Wife, and 


„my Daughters, thus you had us d them.“ Tir'd A. 
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now with Reproaches and Blows, thus bloody and 


naked as we are he turn d us out of Doors. 


T xz Company ſcem'd diverted with the honeſt 


Confeſſion of the young Fryar, and on his Deſire of 
ſome old Cloak or Rag to cover their Nakedneſs till 


they reach d their Convent, and better Accoutrements, 


aſſuring them of a plenary Indulgence for all their 


Tranſgreſſion from their ſingular Patroneſs the Bleſſed 
Virgin 77 4 one of the youngeſt of the Gang ſatiſ- 


- fyd with the Bribe, and Fryar's Ingenuity, 
S Fun r g pots | Fre to 'd him 


not to give his Brother any Bit of it, who = 


ſuch a on their Profeſſion, as to ſay he 


been robb'd by the Banditti. | 
Wren leaving them to their Shifts, we gallop'd 
Paths, 


. amain, till h various By-Ways, unbeaten 


w_ * 


ſolitary Woods, and Commons, we arriv'd at 


the Foot of a prodigious high craggy Mountain, that 


ſeem d to kiſs the very Skies, and overlook the Clouds 


that hung down around it, hiding its lower Parts from 


_ the Eye of the Sun. 


FCC 


| A. Account vf Fantaſio's arriving a the Ben- 
- |: ditti's-Caftle, | The Relation of their robbing 


. Cardinal Fourbin. Aud the ill Succeſs they 
mer with in purſuing Cardinal Sermonetti. 
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thorny Buſhes and Brambles, which, croſs'd over the 
blind Road from Side to Side, and with the ſharp and 
inacceſſible Rock which flank d the Paths on each Side 
of this Hollow, yielded a natural Defence, as it ſur- 
rounded the Steep of the Hill: From the very Summit 
of which boil'd up, in many large pars, Springs, 
a plentiful Fountain of Water, which tumbling down. 
the Precipices of the Hill, 2 Silver 
Flood in vaſt and natural Caſcades; w being diſ- 
pers'd in abundance, of little Rivulets, and wat ring 
thoſe Valleys with a fort of ſtanding Pools, like 
cifick Seas, -or ſluggiſh Streams, inveſted the whole. 
Tux high Tower, or Caſtle, of their Abode, roſe 
up on the very Brow of a hideous Precipice, ſetting 
out its Sides every way beyond the. Margin of the 
Hill: Before the Entrance, inſtead of Bulwarks, were 
various little By-paths, and Mounds of Earth in ſmall 
Mazes, defending the Avenues by Cunning and Force. 
This Place we may call the Court of the Bandirti, 
large enough for the Reception of themſclves, their 
Horſes, their Priſoners, and Spoil. There was nothin 
like a Habitation near it, but a little Hut cover'd wit 
Straw, plac'd on the Neck of the 1fhmus, as I may: 
call it, that join'd the Plan of the Caſtle to the reſt of 
the Mountain; where the Rogues by their Lots keep 
Centinel every Night to prevent a Surprize. 
WELL loaded with Plunder, our Party has Admiſ- 
ſion, and coming into the Court, they with Volleys 
of Oaths call out an old decrepid Hag, who alone 
ſcem'd to have the Care of the Health and Repaſt of 
ſuch a Number of Men. Where art thou, thou old 
Hag; thou Property of the Grave; thou Affront to 
« Lite; Out- caſt of Hell? Muſt only you, and be damn d, 
enjoy your felt at Home, and not get us our Supper, 
< in order to refreſh us after our Toils and Fatigues 
all the Day? What art thou born only for thy un- 
« godly Belly? Doing nothing Day nor Night but 
« guzzle down our Wine, and devour our Food, with 
* an avyaricious Thirſt and Hunger that can't be main- 


r « tain'd ? 


— 
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* tain'd? Turn out you Hell- Dam.“ The old 
Wretch, now trembling with Age, ina thin . 
Voice, and fearful Tone, try'd to pacify their — 
8 and cuſtomary Belm/zate. ** Be not in a Paſ- 
„ ſion my Heroes, my brave Boys, my Hearts of 
„Oak, and Lungs of Leather; your Supper is ready; 
< well faſor'd, and plentiful, Bread in abundance, 
« your Bowls well clean d, and repleniſh'd with Wine, 
a good Fire to warm you, and Water to waſh you. 
Torr s wiſe Diſcourſe being over, and their ea 
Stomachs appeas d with the A ſſurance of an immediate 
Supply, they convey their Plunder to their Storehouſe; 
waſh and warm themſelves; and the Proviſion bein 
d on the Table, every one ſoon threw himſe 
into the Seat that was next him. They were ſcarce 
ſcared, when in comes another much larger Troop 
of young Fellows; er bog ve gr = 
to be © Arr. the Pad, ſince they brou 
in their Prey of Gold and Silver Veſſels, rich Silks, 
brocaded Cloaths of Gold, and the like; and having 
waſh'd and warm'd themſelves, they ſcamper to the 
Table higgiede Pigglede. They cat and x 1 drank 
without Order or rum; voraciouſly devouring, 
not eating their Meat, throwing down whole Cargocs 
of Pottage, Mountains of Bread, and Occans of Li- 
r. Their Mirth was Clamour, their Singing Noiſe, 
> wed Raillery Abuſe; and the general Confuſion and 
Hurry gave an Image of what the Poets feign of the 
Feaſts of the wild Lapithe and Centaurs, The old 
Woman and my ſelf, in the mean while, were by Fa- 
vour or Contempt plac'd at a Side Table, or rather 
Stool, very indi tly ſet out, The Fury of their 
Stomachs being now pretty well appeas'd, one of the 
Gang, that ſeem d of ſomething more Authority than 
dhe reſt, thus began. 
« I THIN k, my Bullies, we who ſtorm'd the Houſe 
of the old Miſer Arpino of Mola, came off with as 
much Succeſs as Courage; fince our Virtue has not 


* only brought off Riches in abundance, but reſtor'd 


us 


. 
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« us to our Entrenchments entire, and without the 
« Loſs of a Man, ne Clade Vittores; nay, if it be any 
Advantage, we have come Home fix Feet ſtronger 
* tharrwe went out. But you who made your Excurſi- 
into the Cities of the Campagna di Roma, leflen'd 
« by the Loſs of your brave Leader Spadavoni, have 
«« brought Home thin and broken Squadrons, whoſe 
Lives and Safety I ſhould have preterr'd to all the 
« rich Plunder and Booty you have by your Valour 
added to our Treaſure. But the brave Spadavoni, 
« by whatever way or means his exceſſive and enter- 
«« prizing Virtue deſtroy'd him, as the Memory of ſo 
Wr 
by illuſtrious Princes and Commanders who have 
been eminent in the Glories of the Field. 

«* But while he fell in fome brave Exploit, you, I 
5 — being provident Rogues, and Thieves of 
« Diſcretion, were on the ſure Lay, mer, Src 
« Thefts among the Mob, fearfully nimming a Cloak, 
4 or rifling ſome old Woman's of a Stock to 
” ſet up a Piece-Broker's Shop.” | 

In the midſt of this learned Harangue, one of the 
ngen_ _ very | 
in this manner. Thou art indeed a Thief of great 
Knowledge, who only art ignorant that the Houſcs of 
Men of Quality are broke open with more Safety, 
and leſs Difficulty, than thoſe of a lower Degree; 
tho in a Nobleman's Palace there are a greater Num- 
ber of People, and thoſe ſpread over every Part of the 
Houſe; yet being Servants, they have always more 
Regard to their own Security, than to their Maſters 
Goods and Riches: Whereas the ſolitary and thrifty 
Men, who have only themſelves to look to their lit- 
tle Stocks, are more wary and reſolute; careful in de- 
fending their {mall Fortune, or their ſecret Wealth dif- 
ſembled in an artificial Poverty, with the Hazard and 
Expence of their Blood and their Lives: An Exam 
will confirm the Truth of my Aſſertion in the P 
W am. Bene" Rams: | 

z 
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Wu x our Party was diſpers d about the Patri- 
mony of St. Peter, Spadavoni, my ſelf, and four more, 
continu'd at Roma la Sancta, to try, if in the midſt of 
all her great Holineſs we could find Opportunity of 
ſupplying our Occaſions. Cardinal Fourbin made a 
ph id Entertainment ſor all the French Faction, to 
which a great many reſorted of the firſt Quality; 
whoſe Servants walk d without in the Anti Chamera, 
or Anti-Chamber, while their Lords were enjoying 
the Cardinal's Wine within. The Servants of the Fa- 
mily were retir'd to their own Supper; while Spada- 
vont, 1 in a Caſſock, like a Steward, enter'd 
the Anti-Chamber with a Torch before him, and we 
dreſs d like Porters attending him; he defir'd thoſe 
who fat on a Cheſt of Plate that ſtood there to riſe 
up, that he might remove it. They were no ſooner 
got up, but he order'd us Porters to take it up and 
carry it away; which we did without. any Hinderance 
or Moleſtation by any of the numerous Train that at- 
tended, or of any of the Cardinal's Servants, who 
were more intent on their Supper than their Maſter's 
Security. Being got out of the Palace, we convey'd 
it to our confederate Hoſt's near the Tiber, where diſ- 

ſing the Plate into more ſecret Repolitories, we 
— alter d the Property of the Cheſt by the Help ot 
the Fire. 

How vE R, to avoid meeting any of the Company 
who might have obſerv'd us in the Anti-Chamera, 
having engag d a Fellow that was the very Picture of 
Cardinal Sermonetti, and having procur'd a Cardinal's 
Habit, and counterfeited a Bull, impowering him to 

ther in the Tythes of the Marca d' Ancona, and 

ir d two or three Servants on our way, we ſet out of 
Rome, and paſs'd with our Train with all the Reſpect 
and Succeſs we could hope or deſire: We took care 
indeed to avoid all great Towns, for fear of a Diſco- 
very ot our Impoſture. But laving had good Succeſs 
in all our Attempts, (every one taking our falſe Cardi- 


nal for the true Ser monetti) we pals'd through Romagna, 


% 
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and came too near to Bononia for our Advantage; for 
the Biſhop of Fermo (who was the Pope's Vice-Le- 

te in that City) hearing of our Tranſactions, ſent a 

entleman of . who had formerly been a Servant 
in the Family of Sermonetti, to pay us his Comple- 
ment; who on his Return to the Biſhop, aſſur d him, 
that it was not the Cardinal himſelf, but ſome Rogue 
that went in his Habit, This Aſſurance of his Gentle- 
man, concurring with our ignorant and uncautious 
Cardinal's not having obſerv'd the uſual Ceremonies 
and Solemnities which, Men of his Poſt and Dignity 
us'd to obſerve, he deputes the ſame Gentleman — 4 
a Party of Soldiers, and a Commiſſion, to bring our 
Cardinal and his Accomplices before him; provided he 
vas ſure that he was not the Perſon whole Name he 
aſſam d. | 

SPADAVONTI, on the firſt Meſſage from the 
Biſl:op, and the dubious Words of the Meſſenger, con- 
duded this Scene near an end; wherefore having taken 
care of great part of the Cargo, with one or two of 
our Gang made his way to our Place of Rendezvous, 
with Orders for me and another to ſtay, and attend 
the Event; and if Danger enſu'd, and the Enemy 
ſhould be too ſtrong for us, to make a timely Retreat; 
to bring off the imaginary Cardinal, if poſſible, he be- 
ing a Man of ſuch admirable Parts and Addreſs, and of 
Courage equal to Hannibal or Ceſar; but if that were 
not practicable, that, leaving the Strangers with him, 
we ſhould make the beſt of our way to our appointed 
Place of Meeting. 8 

SPA DAVON vas not long gone, but the Biſhop's 
Gentleman returns with a Troop of Horle, whoſe 
Commander he order d to ſeife the Impoſtor; which 
he acting. with a Severity and Reſolution extraordi- 
nary aſſerted his Authority, charg d them to take heed 
what they did, thundering out Threats at them all in 
ſo terrible a manner, as made them all tremble at his 
Anathema's; and bearing it out in as high and lofty 
Terms as any of the proudeſt Cardinal in Rome 
TFT * F 3 3 
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could have done on ſuch a Violence offer d. The Sol- 
diers (who made no Scruple to affault him, their 
Captain _ the way, and pulling off his Cardinal's 
Cap, diſcover'd his want of Ears, which he had loſt 
in ſome noble Exploit) now preſs in upon him, and 
carry him Priſoner to Bononia, with two of his Men, 
who knew nothing of the Cheat, while I and my 
Fellows in the Crowd made our Eſcape: I ventur'd in 
Diſguiſe to obſerve the Event of this Affair, and to 
try if any Means would offer to ſet him at Liberty. 
Hz was too well guarded, and too nicely watched, 
for us to bring him any Aſſiſtance; for being condemn'd 
by the Vie Len we faw him hang'd in a Cardi- 
nals Habit at St. Petronio's Gate, wearing on his Head 
a Mitre of Paper, and this Inſcription over him; II re 
di Lardi; that is, The King of Thieves, He had fix 
hundred thouſand Crowns in Gold about him, which 


was nothing to what Spadaveni and the reſt of us car- 
ried away. 
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The Robbers continue their Relations. The . 
fortunate End of their Leader Spadavoni is 
his Artempt to get into an old Banker's Howſe. 
The ſame ill Fate of Aquino, in his pillging 
an old Woman's, who. by a Stratagems threw 
him out of Window. | Franciſquino's Ex- 
Ploits at Sienna, and his Death, Their nota- 
ble Deſign on the Honſe of a Florentine Mar- 
guiſi in the Shape of a. Bear, in which Spara- 
pani periſh'd moſt manfully. | 


Frex this unhappy Cataſtrophe of our 
new Aſſociate, We all of us repair d to 
2 our Leader; and having diſposd of our 
ENS | Purchaft in Places of Security, we ſet out 


2) © | 
I, 


— in queſt of new Adventures: For changing 
our Habits we return'd to Rome, fafer there than any 
where elſe, by the * — and Populouſneſs of that 
City. Our 5 Buſineſs was, and which is the Maſter-- 

iece of our Art, to enquire out the People of popu - 

Fame for their Riches: In which Enquiry a-wretch-- 
ed old Miſer, calld Ceano, eſcap'd not our Knowledge. 
This Man was Maſter of an incredible Wealthz. and a 
Banker by Trade, who for fear of publick Offices and 

Payments, with an abundance of Art conceabd abun- 
dince of Money, He liv'd ſolitary alone in a little, 
but won, fortify d Houſe, in that part of the City 
that is called, La Iſola, or the Iſland; where in a Habit 
beggarly and patch'd he fat continuall —— o er 
his * Silver and . In a Council of — A 
it was therefore a to begin our Campaign wi 
this Banter, webs. e deſtin'd Combat bag but 
4 I | F * : again 
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againſt one, we flatter'd our ſelves with the Succeſs of 
a ſpeedy Poſſeſſion of vaſt hoarded Treaſure. So 
without any Delay we ſet our ſelves on the Watch in 
the beginning of the Evening about his ſuſpicious 
Doors: Which, the Night being advanc d, we durſt 
not attempt to force off the Hinges, or burſt open, 
Eft the Noiſe of the Afault Sol dem the Neigh- 
bourhood to our Deſtruction. Our generous and brave 
Leader Spadavoni, full of his wonted and eminent Vir- 
tue, endeavour'd by Stratagem to compaſs our Ends. 
There was a little Wicket in the Door, by which the 
Miſer gave Anſwers in the Evenings, and receiv'd any 
Meſſage ſent him about Buſineſs, never opening the 
Door to his neareſt Acquaintance after it was once 
faſten d: By wond'rous Art and Dexterity Spadaxoni 
Pick d the Lock, yet could not get it wide enough 
for an eaſy Purſuit of his Enterprize, by reaſon of a 
mall Chain that went behind it; However, bearin 
his Arm, he by Force thruſt it in to reach the Bar 1 
the Door, and manage it by degrees from the Place it 
Was fix'd in. But that worſt of two-footed Dogs old 
Cano, too wakeful with Fear of his God his Bape, 
bad plainly obſcrv'd all that was done, and with pro- 
found Silence, and careful ſoft Steps, ſteals up to the 
Door, with a great Nail in one Hand, and a Hammer 
in the other, and with one found and ſudden Blow 
nails the Hand of our unfortunate Leader to the Bar 
of the Door; and getting up to the Top of his little 
Sty, as we may call it, * Nen to cry out Fire as 
loud as he could, calling every Neighbour by Name to 
come to his Aſſiſtance for their own fakes. The Ncar - 
neſs of the Evil ſoon rouꝛ d all the People to his Reſcue, 
whom elſe they would never have ſtitr d one Foot to 
preſerve. 
Bix now in a Wood what to do, and every 
way ſurrounded with Danger and Diſgrace, either of 
falling into their Hands all together, or of leaving our 
noble Fellow-Soldier in the Briars, we by his Conſent, 


from the preſent Neceſſity of our Affalrs, took the 
4 | | middle 


Chap. v. Grp Ass. 195 


middle Courſe betwixt theſe Extremes. We c 
with an admirable Dexterity, cut off his, Arm cloſe to 
his Shoulder, and clapping all the Linnen we had to 
the Wound, that we might not be trac d by the Blood, 
march d off the Ground with our utmoſt Speed, bear- 
ing Spadayoni in our Arms, and leaving only his Arm 
2 apo too noble for the Miſer. The growing Tu- 
mult was too near, his Weakneſs too 8787 to keep 
ce with our neceſſary Flight, which by ſupporting 
im muſt needs be much retarded; he Maſter of an 
heroick Mind and Virtue extraordinary, having in vain 
begg'd us with his utmoſt Earneſtneſs, by our military. 
Oath, and the common Tyes of Society, to deliver 
him from Tortures and Captivity, urging that it was 
too ignoble a Fate for a Banditti of Courage to out- 
live ho Lok of, his Arm, by which: only he could rob 
d cut the Throa's of Rogues richer than we, and 
that he. ſhould be happy to die by the Hands of his 
Friends; finding all 45 Arguments could not prevail 
with any of us to be guilty of ſo voluntary 2 Parti- 
cide, taking out his Sword in that Hand which yet 
remain d, and fixing many a warlike Kits upon it, with 
one bold and home Stroke he pierc d his manly Heart: 
Then paying a profound Veneration to the exemplar 
Virtue of our Leader, we ſoon commit his, Body to 
the Nber; He gave himſelf indeed a Death worthy 
the, heroick Exploits of his Life, and had the moſt Ha- 
mous River in the World for his Grave. 
No in the mean while, with happy Be 'n- 
nings, having endeayour'd to repair this Loſs in LaT/ola, 
near the Gate del Populo, met with a no leſs ſiniſter 
Event. With equal Address and Safety having got 
into the Houſe of an old Woman, Without ſo much 
as Waking her, by the falſe Step of not firſt diſpateł - 
ing her, wagdepriv'd ot the Triumph of his Proweſs; 
for coming into her Chamber,  and+haying thrown, 
great part of her Goods out at Window: down te us, 
and having.now pretty well finiſh'd his Work with- 
nenen 
2 7 un 
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under the old Hag, which wak'd her, and brought 


her on her Knees to him, as he was going to throw 
it out of the Window after the reſt. * I beg you, 
« my Son, ſaid this wheedling old Bedlam to Aquino, 
Tell me why. you take the poor patched Coverlets 
from a wretched old Woman, to rom to my 
* wealthy Neighbour, into whoſe ( this Win- 
dow directly convevs them! | 
' A,DUINO deceiv'd with this ſubtle Pretence, be- 
lieving that ſhe told him ing but Truth, leſt what 
he had already thrown out, what yet remain'd, 
ſhould fall into the Hands of Strangers, not his Com- 
panions, the Night being dark, he hung himſelf out 
of the Window, to the utmoſt Stretch of his Arms, 
ta examine exactly the Truth of the Matter, and take 
narrow Obſervation of the next Houſe, which ſhe 
had told him would carry off all his Plunder: Which 
while he was performing with his utmoſt Care, and 
laſt Imprudence, the old Woman's Stratagem took 
effect; who tho weak with Age, yet now ſtrengthen'd 
with Fear and Deſpair, with one ſudden and unexpect- 
ed Thruſt ſhe ſent him down headlong to the Ground. 
The Height which he fell, and a Stone that re- 
ceiv d him, broke ſeveral of his Ribs, and made ſuch 
a mortal Contuſion in his Body, that vomiting up Ri- 
vulets of Blood, only able to tell us what in 
the midſt of the moſt dreadful Pains in the World ex- 
ir d on the ſpot: We immediately gave him the fame 
anner of Burial we had began, and ſent him a Fol- 
lower to his noble Leader Spadavoni. 
BEIN wounded thus with a double Blow, in the 
Loſs of our two brave Companions, weary of this 
Roman Expedition, we left that City, and took our 
Courſe towards Florence, on a 4 1 noble as dange- 
rous; yet What, if we had not loſt the brave youn 


Rinaldo in, we ſhould not bluſh at relating. We w 
oblig'd to make ſome Stay at Sienna, in order to pre- 
pare our Machines for our op which would take 


up ſome Weeks to bring to 


. 
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loſe our Time, and to ſecure our ſelves from Suſpi- 
cion, Franciſquino, 4 Man of the beſt Figure and Ad- 
dreſs among us, is ſet out like a Man of Quality, taking 
one of the beſt Houſes in the City; and moſt of our 
Gang paſs d for his Servants. His Bounty and Magnifi- | 
cence made him ſoon taken notice of, and he kept 
open Houſe for all Gentlemen and' Perſons of Quality 
to game at. By this means, and his good Addreſs in 
the Art, he made a tolerable Shift to defray his Ex- 
perices; but that not being ſufficient for the End we 
| d, on the Arrival of any 8 s of Figure, 
invited them to his Houſe; and having enter'd 
them at Play, on their ſecond Viſit we took care de- 
cently to cut their Throats, and beſtow their Bodies in - 
the Ptivy. a 
Ou Machine being ready, the beſt part of us de- 
ed a By-way towards Ligorn, to fall into the 
oad from that Town to Plorence, having hired a 
cloſe Cart, and a couple of Mules to draw it. Fran- 
ei ſquino ſoon took other Servants in our Places, which 
afterwards was the cauſe” of his Ruin; for they not 
being in the Secret, and ſent away to Bed when the 
Company was yet at Play, took care to watch the 
Matter more cloſely, diſcovering the Exploits of 
Franciſquino and our Comrades, gave ſecret Informa - 
tion of the Matter to the — who coming in 
the Night ſeixes the ſuppos d Maſter and all his Con- 
federates, except Tancredo, who made his Eſeape to 
us to Florence, while Franciſquino and the reſt were 
cruelly put to Death in the moſt rigorous and igno 
minious manner in' the World, after they had on . 
the Necks of fourteen Scoundrels, and had now in the - 
Houſe fourteen thouſand Florins, all ſeiz'd and loſt - 
with them. *, $9" a 
Bur to paſs from this melancholy Loſsto our Jour- 
ney to Florence. You muſt know, that the Great | 
Duke has a Place near his Stables, which is calld the 
Seraglio, where the wild Beaſts were kept, which are 
often made to fight with one another; there are Lyons, 
R F 6 Leopards 
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wild Beaſt to preſent him or the Grand Du 


their Number, either by the Heat of t 
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Tygers, Wolves, Wild-Boars, and Foxes, 


- Leopards, 
all which they let out ſeverally at the Doors of their 


ſeveral -Dens into a fair Court to fight; when they 
have fought as long as the Duke pleaſes, a Man enclos'd 
M a wooden Green Dragon, putting Lights at his 
Eyes, and moving it on Wheels, frights them all into 
their Dens again: The Prince and the Court in the 
mean time ing above in Security, ſee all the 


Combate. 0 


TuE Overſeer of theſe Sports was: the Marquiſs 
Horatio Balalti Nerli, a Perſon of great Magnificence 
and Fortune, whoſe Houſe was adjoining to the Se- 
raglio; he liv'd in a Splendour worthy his Fortune, 
and gave ample Rewards to all ſuch as 1 any 

e. It 
happen d about this time that there was a fort of Mor- 
tality among the Beaſts, which had very much reduc'd 

- ke Weather, + 

want of that Air and Li their Captivity deny 
them. This Ruin of 2 xn bo — 
Opportunity of accompliſhing our Deſigns; for ar er, 

made a Machine with admirable Art at Sienna, enclos' 
in the Skin of a Bear of monſtrous Size, in which we 
left room for a Man to place himſelf, ſo as to move all 
the Parts of the Beaſt with an Action and Motion 
to the Life; we then 'd a common Oath 
Secrecy and Fidelity, and that ſome one of our 


Company, more excellent for the Courage of his Mind 


than Strength of his Body , ſhould voluntarily and 
freely, of his own Motion, be enclos'd in this Ma- 
chine, and execute the Perſon and Offices of the Bear; 
by which means being receiv'd into the Marquils's 


Houſe, he ſhould in the Night let in his Cemrades. 


Txr1s admirable Invention being as exactly per- 
form'd, as thought of, and generally approv'd, not a 
few of our Gang were ambitious of the Chargez but 
| 1 Candidates, with a Nemine Contradicente, 

ice fell on Proſpero Sparapani: Who immedi- 
atcly with a Couatenance ſerene and intrepid takes ab 

od ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of the new , Farm, and by a ſpeedy Aſetamor- 
phojis was chang'd into a formidable Bear, convenient 
and imperceptable Holes being made for his Sight.and 
Reſpiration. Thus tran d into a Beaſt, with ad- 
mirable Courage and Nimbleneſs he gets into the 
Cart, which having brought at laſt into the Road from 
Ligorn to Florence, we drove directly along to that 
City. Having thus artfully laid the firſt Grounds of 
8 2 our 755 ak % eg by no 
ppy Impoſtures, For having found by Enquiry, 
that there — Niccoli, a Merchant of A 
had often Correſpondence with the Marquis on theſe 
Occaſions, we forge a Letter from Signor Niccoli, im- 
porting, that he had ſent the Grand Duke a Preſent, 
« that wou'd in ſome Meaſure make amends for his 
« Loſs, in a Bear of no common, Magnitude, .. _ ._ 
Tun Evening. being now pretty well advanc'd, 
we took the 45 of the dusky Hour to bring 
Proſpero, with Niccoli's Letter, to the Houſe 77 the 
Marquis: Who admiring the noble largeneſs of the 
Beaſt, and pleas d with cthe Preſent of his Friend, ſo 
well tim d, order d us immediately to be paid Twen- 
3 Pieces for our Pains, - Then, as is uſual on ſuch 
ccalions, abundance of People full of Wonder, and 
Amaze flock. round the Bear, out of curioſity to View 
a Sight ſo new and ſo pleaſing; whoſe too near an 
inquiſitive Eyes, Sparapani forbid by his frequent mi- 
nacious Looks, and Actions. 1 
Tut Marquis immediately commanded the Beaſt to 
be had to his Den, and gave order that peculiar care 
ſhou'd. be taken of his Food, and Litter, This was the 
we for me to interpoſe, which I did in this manner, 
„ My Lord, ſaid I, give me leave to inform you, that 
« it is not fate. to commit this noble Beaſt, now tir'd 
« with the Heat, and Fatigue of a long Journey to 
« the common Dens of the Reſt, eſpecially ſince, as 
J undetſtand, there has been a Sickneſs among them, 
from whom this being freſh may the more. caſil 
draw in the Infection; you had better, my Lord, 
I” *. | | * allow 
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* allow him ſome coo! Place in Houſe, near 
* ſome freſh Water; for Lordſhip muſt know 
that it is the Natute of thoſe Creatures to fleep in 
Groves, or over cold Springs. By this Means you 
* may have his Den well waſh'd, and air'd all this 
Night, and put him with more fafety in to- mor- 
c row.” | , _- 
Tus Marquis was a little ſtartled at What I faid, 
and remembring what a Number had already been loft, 
he ſuffer d us with eaſt to place the Wooden 
(in which we had enclos'd him) in what manner 
sd. We offer'd our Service to watch him all 
ight, to give him his Meat, and his Drink, accord- 
ing to his cuſtom, and do every thing that was neceſ- 
fary to his weary Condition. There is no need, re- 
py the Marquiſe, to give you that Trouble. I have 
enough. who have been usd to the Creatures, 
to do all that is neceffary. So taking our leaves we 
eparted, and. made the beſt of our way to'an' Old ru- 
in d Monaſtery, in which we found a dark Cave, or bu- 
rying Place, much out of the Way; where we open the 
Cofhns, empty now of all but ſome few Aſhes, and 
remains of the Dead, which we remov'd to make 
room for the future Plunder we promis'd our ſelves 
from a Deſign ſo well concerted, and hitherto 6 
1 115 Obſerving the true Diſcipline of our Or- 
er, we take the Advantage of the Moonleſs Night, 
and of the Dead Seaſon, when the Firſt Sleep with 
the greateſt Force and Fi mneſs invades the Eyes of 
Men; And with Swords in our Hands our hardy Bri- 
gade took their Poſt near the Gate of the Marquis, 
as a certain, and promiſing Omen. of our ſucceſsful 
Expilation of ſo valuable a Fortreſs, 

SPAR AP ANI was not idle in his Poſt, but in 
the deep Silence. of the Night ſteals out of his Cage, 
and with a Sword Kills all his Keepers, now faſt, a- 
ſleep, double Captiyes to Morpheus and Bacchus, and 
little ſuſpe cting any ſuch matter; then decently dif, 
patching the Porter of the Houſe, he ſoftly ”_— the 
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Door and lets in the Squadron. To whom now re- 
ceiv'd into the Boſom of the Palace, he ſhews the 
Place where he had obſerv'd the Maſſy Piles of Plate 
had been laid up the Ewv'ning before. Which being 
broke open, our Order was with ſpeed to bear off our 
Plunder of Silver and Gold to the ſecret Repoſitories 
of the Dead, I have mention d, and then to come back 
with our utmoſt Expedition for a freſh Cargo, while 
I alone, as that is ſtill my Office, was left to attend at 
the Door, and carefully to watch all Accidents till 
their ſudden return. We thought, that the running a- 
bout of the Bear, as got looſe, wou'd be our ſufficient 
Protection from any Interruption; for who wou'd 
not rather fly, than approach a Creature of that Fierce 
Nature, if any one ſhou'd happen to be awake, or 
rous d by the Noiſe? and rather with more I 
faſten his Doors, than ſet them open for ſo terrible 
Encounter, But notwithſtanding all theſe Politick 
Precautions, our proſperous Beginnings brought forth 
a ſiniſter Event. 

W n1L £ I wait at the Door the return of my Com- 

ions, a venturous bold R and Servant of the 
— awake d by the Noiſe, ſteals ſoftly towards 
it, and ſeeing the Bear running looſe about the Houſe, 
makes a filent Retreat, and alarms all the Houſe, and 
lets them know what he has ſeen. In a Moment the 
numerous Family is in Arms, and the y Shades 
of Night are baniſh'd by Candles, Links, and Flam- 
beaux, nor was any one unarm'd of all that appear d, 
ſome had Clubs, ſome Pikes, ſome drawn Swords to 
ſtop and defend the Avenues againſt the Bear. To 
theſe were added Hounds, and vaſt us'd to hunt 
ſuch deſperate Game, whom with all their Endeavours 
the halloo'd to the Onſet, | 

Wurz this Tumult was riſing, I ſpeed my flight 
out of the Houſe, yer ſo as I'coud without, through 
the Door, perceive the miſcrable Combate Sparapanj 
was forc'd to maintain with the Dogs. For tho he 
was deſperate of all Hopes of Safety, and fare of be- 


ing 


% 
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ing.a Sacrifice to his malicious Fortune, ' yet | mindful 
of, himiclf, us, and his Ancient Virtue, like another 
Hercules, he grapled with ſo many Cerberus's at once. 
Keeping therefore that ſhape which he had ſo man- 
fully allum'd,, now; flying, now reſiſting, with the 


various Motions and Turns ot his Body he gets out 


d 


of the Houſe. - But alas! tho' he had with ſuch Bra- 
very, and Dexterity gain d the Liberty of the Street, 
it was not in the Fates, that he ſhould fave himſelf 
by Flight. For all the Dogs in the! Kennels now 
joining thoſe, that purſu d him out of the Houſe preſ- 
ſed him too cloſe for all hopes of his Eſcape. I beheld 
the miſerable melancholly fight, the Valorous Spara- 
pani beſieg d round by whole Squadrons of Dogs, and 
ery Minute in danger of the Weapons of his eager 
Purſuers. Too impatient any longer to be a tame look - 
er on, I joind my ſelf to the Croud of People that 
ſurrounded him, hoping ſo to bring my diſtreſs d Fel- 
low. Soldier all the ſecret aur I coud deviſe. Thus 
therefore I ſpoke to the Purſuers,. *Fis a ſhame wie 
4 ſhou'd rob the Great Duke of fo noble 2 Beaſt, b 
« a too violent Aſſault on his Life.“ But the Peo A 
were too eager, to mind what. I ſaid, and a tall! y 
oung Fellow coming out of the Houſe thruſt his 


* into the very Breaſt of the Bear, another ſhot 
0 


tus Piece at his Head, and e'ry one encouraging the 
other, they all ſheath'd their Pikes, and Swords in his 


l On the other fide, Sparapani the Glory and Hon- 


our of our Tribe, as worthy of Immortality for his 


Patience, as great Spirit, betray'd not the Faith, and 
Religion of his Oath by the leaſt Cry, or Groan: but 
being now rent and torn by the Teeth of the 

mangled with Pikes, and Swords, and pierc d through 
with Bullets, bearing the Tenor of his preſent: Cale, 
with a generous Vigour, with a ferine fort of Noiſe 
he gave up the Ghoſt. | His wonderful Defence had 
ſtruck ſuch a Terror into the Company, that none 
durſt venture to touch him till the next ne 
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when a Butcher, much bolder than the reſt, adven- 


tur d with his Knife, though not without Fear, to un- 
caſe the noble Thief from out of the Bear-skin. 


OT nt 
CHAP. VL 


An Account of the Banditti's Excurſion, and 
bringing home a Beautiful Virgin call d Ca- 
milla, from her Mother's Arms, the very 
Night before her Day of Marriage. T he 
Exceſs of her Grief; her Ominous Dream, 
and favourable Interpretation of it, Fan- 
taſio 5. Perſuaſions to eaſe her Sorrow; and 
bis going to Bed-with her; and the dange- 
 rous Temptations he paſt with her that 


nous fell our brave Sparapani, but fell 

72 not without great Gry. On the firſt 
rel Diſcovery our careful Companions got 
1 gl our Horſes to the place where the tru- 
DEAR! ty Dead had preferv'd our plunder for 
us, with all the Speed they cou'd make 
they poſted to the Mountains, and there in the Solitudes 
of the Appenines, waited my Arrival with the News 
of the Cataſtrophe of the Tragedy I have told you. 
As we journey'd the Hills, and was getting out of 
the Confines of Florence, the Loſs we had ſuſtain d. 
furniſh'd us with Refleftion on the brittle State of 
Human Affairs; how little Truſt there was to be re- 
pos d in this frail Lite, and how little difference For- 
tune pays to the moſt conſummate Virtue. We were 
not 
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not a little concern d leſt our dear Friend departed 
ſhould quit this Life with an unjuſt Thought of our 
Conduct, and impute our not ſuccouring him in Di- 
ſtreſs, to our Treachery, not want of Power. 

Tuus taking in our Prey at our ſeveral Haunts, 
tir d with the fatigue of the Expedition, with the Loſs 
of ſo many worthy Comrades, we that remain have 
bought you home the Purchaſe you have ſeen. 

After this Diſcourſe, the Bow! went round to the 
Pious and Immoi tal Memory of the Slain; and having 
driven away theſe melanchely Reflections on the Dead: 
with * ſtore of Rich Wine, they all go to Reſt. 
The Old Hag, that was their Houſe-k had me 
up two or . Steps into a little Room ſtrongly bar- 
ricado d, in vvhich was a tolerable Bed; in which with- 
out undreſſing I laid me down to take ſome repoſe, 
if my Thoughts on my t Condition cou d allow 
me any Intervals of Reſt. 1 had tortur d my {lf for 
ſome time vyith vain Conſiderations; which afford no 
relief till now quite-overcome withi the weary Toil of 
the Day, Sheep with the auxiliary Force of the Night, 
ſeal'd down my reluctant Eye-lids, * Ra 

Bur I had not long enjoy'd this Repoſt; before I 
was wak'd with a great confus'd Noiſe of Curſes and 
Oarhs, and leaping off the Bed, 1 apply'd my Eye to 
the Key-hole of the Door, and found it was a tumul- 
tuary Preparation of the Rogues for ſome new Enter- 
prize, who at Midnight were going out of their Den 
in purſuit of ſome Prize; Swords, Piſtols and Vizors 
they were all furniſh'd with, when leading their Her- 
ſes out of the Court they all departed but the Old Wo- 
man and my ſelf. It was now almoſt Morni 
when the Robbers return with no other Purchaſe, but 
a beautiful young Virgin, whom they guarded with 
Piſtols, and Swords in their Hands. Her Dreſs diſco- 
ver'd her to be a Lady of the firſt Quality of that 

Country, and her Paſſion was ſo extreme, as muſt 
have mov d any, but ſuch bloody and barbarous * 
9 i. : vw 0 
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of 


who had loft all Humanity in a perpetual 
Murther and Rapine. | $4, 

SHE tore her Hair, and rent her Garments, and fil- 
led all the place with pititul Complaints. They to ap- 
peaſe the of her Grief Feb Aſſurance, that 
* ſhe might be ſecure of her Life, and her Virtue, de- 
* firing her to allow a little Patience to their Advan- 
tage, whom Neceſſity had driven to a Trade ſo in- 
« humane, Your Parents (continued they) though 
« avaritious to a fault, yet out of ſuch Riches and 
« Poſſeffions will foon give us a Ranſom for you, to 
* both our Contents,” But all they could fag, cou d 
not put a to the young Lady's Complainings, for 
reclining her lovely Head on her ſnowy white Boſom, 
ſhe let fall whole Showers of Bright Tears, that might 
have mollified the Hearts of any but them. So call 
the Old Woman, they gave her in charge to her, wit 
Orders to place us together, ſince Companions in di- 
ſtreſs might alleviate Sorrows. Bur all the Wo- 
man, cou d urge for her Comfort, had little Ef- 
fect, while ſhe anſwer'd our Diſcourſe with Tears, 
Groans, G 2 laintive NN * How 
« can 1 to weep (ſaid ſhe, with a tm 
figh) © or even ad the Burthen of lie in + 
« preſent Condition! Wretch, that I am, born of a Fa- 
* mily ſo illuſtrious, raviſh'd away from Parents fo 
« Pious, and fo Indulgent; b. d of my faithful, 
* and loving Servants, and the unhappy. Prey of 
* Rapine, {laviſhly confin'd to this hideous ſtone Pri- 
« ſon; the Innocent Pleaſure I was born and bred to, 
« is now baniſh'd all from me, who lie under the 
* terrible Uncertainty of Torments, and Life, and 
© Horrour in the Hands of ſuch a Number of Ban- 
« ditti, the horrid uncouth People of Violence and 
& the Sword, 

In the midſt of theſe Lamentations, her Spirits be- 
ing quite ſpent by the Agitation of her Mind, and the 
wearineſs of her Body, was forc'd to let her E 
lids fall together, al of 'w Sep ſhort Interval 
; | in 
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in her Woe. But her Repoſe was not long, for ſtart. 
ing on a ſudden in a wild manner from her Sleep, her 
Grief had a freſh and more violent Riſe. She beat 
her beauteous Boſom and charming Face with her 
Hands; and thus ſhe anſwer d with a Torrent of Sighs 
| our Enquiry into, the cauſe of this unexpected Emo- 
* tion. Now alas! 1 utterly periſh indeed! now I 
.< renounce all Hopes of my Delivery and Lite; give 
me ſome means of a ſpeedy Death, pierce, pierce 
this Breaſt with ſome Sword or Dagger, or let me 
« throw my ſelf down ſome horrid Precipice. 
Tut old Woman at this put on a Countenance of 
Anger, and with menacing Looks demanded the cau'e 
of new. Grief, and what, ſince her Sleep, could 
make her burſt out into ſo unreaſonable an Extrava- 
nee ? What, you have a Mind (continu'd the old 
Has) to deprive my brave young Maſters of the Be- 
nefit of your Redemption, if you continue thus ob- 
ſtinate long, in ſpite of your Tears, which the Ban- 
* have Ellom any Regard to, you ſtall be burnt 
ve. . 
„ CAMuILLA (for that was. her Name) being ter- 
rify d with a Threat ſo intolerable, taking hold of the 
Woman's Hand, ſhe kiſs'd her rived Fleſh, or ra- 
ther Skin, with her Vermilion Lips, and thus in a ten- 
der pathetick Tone addreſs d her felt to her. Ah! re- 
verend Mother (aid ſhe) forgive me; forgive the Se- 
verity of my Fortune, and calling to your Mind the 
Duties of common N which ſure can never 
entirely quit the Breaſt of a Woman, have a little Pa- 
tience with my Diſtreſs ; Take but a View of the 
Scene of my Calamity, and if Pity be not wholly 
dry'd up in your venerable Age, you will not deny me 
your Compaſſion, 
THreRE lives in the City of Fundi a young Gentle- 
man of equal Beauty Virtue, as Chief of that 
Place by his Quality, ſo by common Vote of the Peo- 
ple, the Publick Son of the City; by Birth my Rela- 
tion, exceeding me but three Years in Age, bred al- 
a ; ways 
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ways together in the fame Houſe, the fame Room, 
with mutual Affections growing up with our Perſons, 
betroth'd to me by the Conſent of our Parents to 
ſhare the fame Bed; the Day now come when in 
the Church he waits to confirm the publick Vows, 
and crown both his and mine by the holy nuptial Tye, 
attended with his Friends, Ar free and Servants, 
he waits with Impatience to receive me from my 
Mother. But alas! while my Mother preſs d me in 
her Boſom, adorning my Body with her own Hand, 
and fixing frequent K iſſes on my Cheek, full of Joy, 
and Hope of the B eſſing of Grandchildren, on a ſud- 
den there breaks into the Houſe, and fo into the Cham- 
ber where I was, none of the coward Family makin 
any Reſiſtance, a Band of arm'd Men with their 
Swords drawn, and Piſtols in their Hands, and tear 
me away from my dear Mother's Arms, from her Bo- 
ſom panting with Fear and Concern, half dead with 
Terror, and almoſt breathleſs with the Agony of ſo 
terrible a Surprize; and thus are my Nuptials like thoſe 
of Atis and Proreſilaus, diſturb'd and diſappointed by 
Fate inſupportable. 

Bur, as if my paſt Ills were inſufficient to make 
me moſt wretched, I was no ſooner got to ſleep, but 
this Scene full of Horror renew'd, and redoubPd my 
Misfortuncs. Methought I was borne with Violence 
away from my Apartment, nay, from my very nuptial 
Bed, calling on my miſerable Husband for Help as I 
was hurry d through the devious and untrodden Ways 
of x Wilderneſs; while he, all crown'd with Wreaths 
of Flowers, and odoriferous with ſweet Waters, im- 
mediately purſu'd my Steps, flying on Feet not my 
own; and as he paſs d along, in the midſt of his Com- 

laints for the Loſs of his dear and beautiful Wife, he 
mplor'd the People's Aſſiſtance to her Reſcue; when 
one of the Robbers-that was bearing me away, pro- 
vok'd with Indignation at ſo obſtinate a Purſuit, 2 
up a vaſt Stone, threw it at my Husband, and daſh' 
out his Brains, This Dream, ſo diſmal, threw me 


5 


us APUVLEIUSs Book II. 
into ſuch a Grief, that it burſt the Bands of Sleep in 


the manner you faw. 

Tur old Woman on this, ſeeming to indulge her 
Sorrows, addreſſes her ſelf to her in the following 
manner. Be of good Heart, my charming young 
Daughter, and not torment your {weet ſelf in ſo bar- 
barous a manner at the vain Terrors and falſe Omens 
of a meer idle Dream ; for oy in R 
time falſe Images of things are naturally repreſcnted, 
even 2 Night always prognoſticate by Con- 
traries: For to weep, to ſigh, to and complain, 
and ſometimes to be wounded to Death, in our 
Dreams, are certain Promiſes of 2 and 
lucky Events: On the other ſide, to laugh, and be 
merry, to fill one's Belly with delicious Food, or to 


come to venereal N foretel either Grief of 


cents rag wart or other Loſſes or Da- 
9 8 — dee pee 2 mags roy 
8 s of Evil, which, if they ſignify any thi 
aſſure you of good Fortune, and a {peed — 
Tu E Rogues being again ſetti 25 
chief, the old Hag left Camilla and me alone; all Spi 
being remov'd, and the Rage of her Grief a little 
abated, like the Sun breaking out of a Cloud after a 
Shower of Rain, ſhe began with half ſho-n Beams to 
ſhine out upon me. My 2 had not yet ſo far 
mortify d my Appetite, or reſtor d that Virtue the Cardi- 
nals Family had deſtroy d. or at leaſt oppreſs d, but 
that I found no ſmall Satisfaction in viewing her Face, 
her Arms, her Breaſts, every where exa por- 
tion d, and perfectly beautiful. She was of he eater 
fort ot Women, with a Majeſty in her Mien and Face 
ſo mingled with Softneſs, that it at once aw'd and, in- 
vited. My Heart being thus full of tender Sentiments 
for Camilla, I could not omit any thing I thought 
conducive to her Eaſe, or the baniſhing thoſe Cares 
from her Boſom which gave her much Pain. 

WarEREFORE, after ſome previous Diſcourſes of 
the Eagerneſs of her Paſſion, and Grief for the 
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of her deſtin d Husband, I by degrees ſlid into the 


Diſadvantages of Marriage to the Ladies, a Topick I 
had — elegantly manag d by Donna Thereſa. 
« Madam, ſaid I, I am atraid tis thro' Ignorance of the 
* natural Inconſtancy of Man, and the deſpotick Au- 
& thority of his Reign when once he is Maſter of 
his momentary Wiſhes, that you repreſent to your 
« ſelf the Loſs of a Husband as an Evil ſo inſu 
ble. Certainly a Woman, who in 7taly is fond of 
being marry d, has a peculiar Inclination to Captivity 
and Slavery; for however obſequious the Men of 
this Country may be in the Chace of his Pleaſure, 
“he grows a meer Tyrant when Poſſeſſion has only 
left him the Perſon without the Deſire: For, believe 
* me, all the gay Day-Dreams which fill Lovers Fan- 
«« cies, of Pleaſures and Joys in the Arms of each other, 
«« paſs off like a Dream when we are wak'd by Enjoy- 
ment; few Men ſinking by Degrees from their Heat 
* to Indifference, and thence to Averſion; the major 
4 part ſtarting at once from Raptures to Torments, 
« from Love to Hate or Diſguſt. Women, there- 
„ fore, ſhould not have ſo vain a Confidence in their 
« Charms, or their Virtue, as to think the firſt can 
Keep the Husband's Warmth alive; or the latter, her 
« own Deſires confin'd to an ill- natur d Maſter.”  . 
 CAMILL 4A, in ſome Paſſion, deſir d me to be 
flent, or not abuſe her Ears with Reflections as im- 
ious as falſe; that there were no peneral Maxims 
to be drawn fiom the Depravity of Particulars, 
who would obtrude their own vicious Inclinations 
on all the World beſides, out of an over-weaning 
Partiality to their own Senſe, judgment, or Virtue: 
That how frail ſocver I may have found my ſelf in 
the Adventures of Love, ſhe found Security enough 
within her againſt any of thoſe Fears I promoted 
by my Arguments. Fortune had befriended her Virtue 
in giving her a Perſon approv'd of by all as the moſt 
accompliſh'd of Men, that when Choice was 
{ publickly approv'd, and their Love had grown up 
| wit 
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with each other, their Tempers known as well as 
Perſons, there could not be any Doubt of a Happi- 


neſs equal to what ever Imagination could form. 


She therefore begg d of me, if I would not render 
my ſelf more odious than the Rogues, to deſiſt 
from ſo vain and injurious a Diſcourſe, and unbe- 
fitting indeed the Mouth of a Lady that pretended 
to any Remains of Modeſty or Honour. * 

T'#1s was a terrible Shock to my Hopes, and I was 
puzz''d to bring off my ſelf from any criminal Impu- 
tation, from a Virtue ſo nice and fevere as I found hers, 
at leaſt fortify d by a Love not yet arriv'd to Enjoy- 


ment. 


; © MApDAMu (ſaid I, with a baſhful Confuſion,) if 
« what I have ſaid proceeded from the Sentiments of 
% my Heart, I ſhould have reaſon to fear your Re- 
« proaches with Juſtice; ſince, I confeſs, they are 
* not the Maxims of Vouth, and * mer 10- 
«, cence and Virtue, But willing to drive away this 


_ <, hoſtile” Grief that thus inyades your Repoſe, I at- 


te tack d it that way that I thought moſt ual; for 
« he that removes the Cauſe, takes away the Effect. 
J found Love and Conſtancy to the belov'd Youth 
« was the greateſt Source of your Tears; could I 
therefore have brought you to other Sentiments of 
Men, I bid fair for the appealing a Sorrow which 
ct too much affected even me, who have Evils of my 
«,own of a ſufficient Importance and Greatneſs to 
take up my Concern. But tho' I have miſtaken 
« my firſt Medicine, I hope a freſh Tryal may ſupply 
that Defect, when I apply one more agrerable to 

ii that is only, in ſhort, to 
« conſider, that by giving way to a Grief ſo impetu- 
% Ous, you; endeayour to prevent the Indulgence of 
« Providence, and diſappoint, by your Sorrows, the 
% Toys, you deſire. The Wheel of Fortune is in a 
«+ perpetual Revolution; by an anxious and unruly 


Rage of Paſſion you ert the happy Iſſue of 


« your Affairs, which otherwiſe, in the Viciſſitudes 
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* of Fate, wou d enſue. To giv ſelf up to the 
<« diſpoſal of any Paſſion wit he Diredtion and 
<< Counſel of Reaſon, is a Sin againſt Reaſon and your 


« ſelf; and-while you continue a Slave to that, you 


« ſuffer thoſe Pains: and Torments which this wou'd 
« ſoon deliver you from. Your Charms, your Beau- 
ties, your Health, your Life is your Lover's, and 
you wrong him while you let any of them be em- 
2 any Enemy of their Being; and there is a 
« ſhood in ſuffering any F to poſſeſs 
2 Heart, that ought only to be full of Love. Now 
Love is all Joy and Rapture, it fiaks and grows lan- 


- © guidin Sorrow and Miſery; ſo that by indulging 


you e the Way for the driving of Love 
quite out of your Heart. Think of this, and figh 
any longer it you can; think of this, and drown 


« your lovely Eyes in Tears, till they aſſume a ho-— 


& {ble red, if you think fit; think of this, and beat 
* that downy Boſom, and heavenly Face with thoſe 
* fine Hands any more, if you have ſo little Regard to 
him whoſe Right to them is avow'd.” 


CAMILL A liſten d with much more. Pleaſure; 


and Attention to this Diſcourſe, than the former. She 
immediately calm'd the Storm of her Sighs, and ſhut 
up the Sources of her Showers of Tears; and her 
Eyes now caſt a more ſerene and bright Shine, not 
yet free from a watry Caſt. You have vanquiſh'd, 
< Madam, id ſhe, the obſtinacy of my Woe; and 
« my Baldinottis Right to me has Powr to reſtrain 


the Rage of my Paſſion. | The Reaſon of your 


Argument is too fine, and too ſurprizing, conveys 
* too much Satistaction, for me to reſiſt Return 
of Repoſe. I have a Confidence in my Innocence, 
« and e in Providence, _ Hopesin my — 
« ver, that all conſpiring ma ver me 
«this odious Capoviry® 4 | 
Tux Banditti, in the mean while, were gone out 
in Queſt of new Plunder, and no Body left to guard 
their Caſtle but the old Woman, who then repairing 
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to us, was not a little pleaſed to find Camilla's Lan- 
— and Tears ſo _ removed, and her Face 
icover'd a Content ſhe little expected. — x, dmg 
therefore a ſmall Repaſt for her Gueſts, we ſatisfy 
our Hunger, and were left to go to Bed together. I 
confeſs the Opportunity was. the Mother of a great 
deal of Pleaſure and Fear. Camilla undreſſing her ſelf 
without Apprehenſion of being ſeen by a Man, dif- 
cover d ſuch Beauties as were ſufficient to fire a Her- 
mit, if we ſuppoſe him poſſeſ d with all that Stoi- 
cal Indifterence he pretends to. Her Breaſts being ſet at 
i fromthe Priſon of her Stays, ſee md like too beau- 
tiful Globes, fir m and round, and equently heaving with * 
Thoughts of her Lover; her Skin was whiter than 
the fineſt Parian Marble, but not of ſo cold and uni- 
form a Colour; the White of the Lilly, that every 
where was ſeen, was ſuffus d with the faint, but warm 
Bluſh of the Roſe; her * them moſt delicately turn- 
ed, and verity'd the Promiſe of her Arms. Her Hair, 
now diſheveld on her Shoulders, ' reach'd' down. in 
looſe Ringlets to her very Waſte, ſhining like the pu- 
reſt Gold. In ſhort, Imagination cou'd not ariſe above 
her Perfection; and entring the Bed, ſhe ſeem'd a 
Prize worthy of a God. 'Had Helen her Charms, it 
was no wonder, that the Greeks and the Trojans, had 
contended for her with ſo obſtinate a Fury. It was 
not long ere I: threw my ſelf down by her fide ; tho 
ſcarce able freely to breath, by the Exceſs of the 
Pleaſure of approaching ſo much Beauty in ſo advan- 
tageous a manner. However though my Deſires were 
mounted to their Height, Fear mingled with my 
Thoughts, and her Prepoſſeſſion for another, made me 
cautious of endeavouring to 5 a Paſſion, which 
xequir'd greater Virtue,” than I had learn'd in the Car- 
dinal's Family, to reſiſt. While Deſire and Prudence 
were contending with me, Sleep by the Cares and 
Fatigues of the paſt Day grown more ſtrong, had laid 
this Leaden Sceptre on the Eyes of Camilla, I wait- 
ed with Impatience to be ſure that it was xe. 


. 
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ficſt gently preſs her Arm, that was thrown quite 
ver her Head, with ſoft gentle Kiſſes; which failing 
3 rake her, I coud not forbear to farther 
and throwing aſide the Cloaths, the Lamp in the 
Room caſting yet a full Light, I with a trembling 
Hand withdrew all the Linnen, that hid from my 
Eyes thoſe ſecret Beauties devoted to Baldinatti. In 
ber Sleep ſhe had turn d her ſelf on her Back, fo that 
I eaſily view'd all her naked Charms, and with Plea» 
ſure, and Tranſport, let my amorous Hand and Lips 
wander over her Body. 
Narro cou'd not be controul d at this Sight; it 
was impoſſible, having ſeen ſo much as I had, not to 
venture for the Eaſe of that Pain, which ſuch Beau- 
ties had rais'd ; yet ſtill afraid to have all my Joys van- 
. her waking, : to — 7 — 
ot my Wyhes ; but placing my ſelf as c 
as poſſible, 1 cou'd, ge "ep preſſing my Body to hers, 
till, on the ſudden, ſhe claſp'd me in her Arms, and not 
et treed from the Chains of kind Sleep, ſhe mutter d in 
ken Sounds, my dear Baldinotij. Oh! the Rap» 
ture, that enſu d this tender Embrace! and how I praye 
ed my good Stars, to double her'drowly * 
that I might attempt ſome fuller Satisfaction. Softly . 
therefore-creeping on her lovely Boſom, and now ap- 
proaching the very Haven of (Bliſs, I perceiv'd her to 
waken, while with impexſect Joy, I ſpeedily ſhrunk 
* 5 caſting gently over her the Cloaths of 


Sus ask'd me what diſturd'd me, and made me fo 
uneaſy, as to wake her from 10 pleaſing a Dream? I 
complain'd ot an Illneſs, that foro d me the Bed. 
and was ſorry it had wak'd her from her Repoſe. 
And after a little Diſcourſe we both ſeem'd to return 
to the Arms of Sleep. But I cou'd not yet compaſs 
ſo good a Relief from Deſires too troubleſome near 
their ſo powerful Cauſe. Again Irenew'd the View, 
which only {erv'd to renew my Uneaſineſs; again ran 
over the Beauties I * enjoy. Again 
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I attempted what again I was depriv'd of. For juſt 
as 1 thought my {elf in the very Road to Bliſs, and 
Sleep, the faithtul Guardian of my Pleaſures, her 
faſt in his Arms, a ſudden loud and clamorous Noiſe 
made me fly from the Arms of Camilla, who it a- 
wak'd ina panick Fear and Trembling. The Agony 
I was in furniſh'd me with the eaſy Means of coun- 
terfeiting the like. Till hearing their Oaths, and Im- 
precations, we found it the return of the Robbers to 
their Caſtle. - 

Ar their Preſence I was recalld from my airy Vi- 
ſions of Pleaſure, by Fear, to reflect how near my 
Folly had brought me to my undoing; ſince from her 
Reſentment, and the Barbarity of the Rogues, preſent 
Death was the leaſt I had to expect. 
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In the Abſence of eee Ca- 
milla, attempt their Eſcape, and get from the 
Old Woman their Guardian ome way from 

the Caſtle; hut being met by the Robbers, 
with epprobricus Language are driven back a- 
gain, and find at their Return the Old Wo- 
man hang'd by her own Hands. ' They caſt 
them into Chains, and deliberate of their Pu- 
viſoment, which is defer d till the next 

xz H E.B apditi had met with a vigorous Op- 
© m- poſition, and brought home ſeveral of their 
nn] Gang much wounded ; whom with 
their Plunder caving at home, the reſt, 
having made a kind of a running Banquet, went out 
again to fetch from a by Cave, where they had left 
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it, the Remains of their Prize. Fear, and Avarice of 
their Neighbour's Goods, gave wings to their Jour- 
for after Day- break they were all return d 
wich their Booty. Ka were ſome Days before they, 
thought of goin again, and ſpent their Time 
in Revelling Eating, and making Diſguiſes for 
their future Adventures, but their Companions being, 
now perfectly recover d, and all tir d by an Inactivity 
in Roguery, which they were not accuſtom d to, they 
{ﬆ out, with their uſual Noiſe and Confuſion, leavi 
only at Home the Old Woman, a Horſe they had 
lam'd in their laſt Expedition, and our felves, _ 

Waite Camilla and I, ſome Hours after, ſitting are 
4 Loop-hole, or blind Window that ſurvey d all the 
Precipice, heard ſuddenly the Old Woman cry out in 
à pitiful manner; it happen'd ſhe had left, by Chance, 
our Door open, and we both ran out to ſee what was 
the matter. When we found her on the Ground, 
holding the Bridle of the Horſe with all her force, 
who drag her about the Court, Camilla took the 
Hint; d, aid ſhe, Fortune now offers an Oppor- 
tunity of our Eſcape, which we did not expect. The 
Caſtle is without Guard, the Old Woman too much 
bruiſed by the Horſe to oppoſe us, and the Beaſt rea- 
dy to receive us, to bear us from our Enemies, 

Ws ſtay'd not long to debate on the matter, but 
wreſting the Bridle out of her Hand, with our ut- 
moſt Expedition we led him out of the Incloſure, and. 

ting both on his Back, and paſſing with Pain, and. 
no ſmall Danger down the Height of the Mountain. 
we puſh'd on our Journey with all the little ſpeed. 
the lame Creature cou'd make. While I was conſi- 
dering our preſent Condition, and what wou'd be our 
Fate ſhou'd we again fall into the Hands of the Rob- 
bers, Camilla was not leſs follicitous in her Thoughts 
about her Safety and Eſcape, while ſighing, and turn- 
ing up her —_— to Heaven, — Oh! ye ſu- 
preme Powers, faid ſhe, and thou, Oh! Virgin Pa- 
= troneß of my Youth, O! now at length bring Help 

n to 
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« to Votary in the great Extremity of her Af 

* Kane! Ane . O cud Fortune! ceaſe thy barba- 

* rous Perſecution of the Innocent, and let 15 Fury 

ſtop its impetuous Rage; for ſure thou art ſuffici- 

* ent y lutted with the Exceſs of my Miſeries paſt. 

« And thou mute Miniſter of my Delivery, bear me 
« {fe Home, reſtore me to the dear Arms of my 

« mourning Parents, and my beautiful Husband, and 

1% Bucephalus ſhall be leſs famous; for there ſhall be no 

«+: Bounds to the Honours II pay thee, or the Proven- 
der, I'll allow thee.” | 

Tus Horſe, as if ſenſible of the Bribe, that was 

offer'd, forgetting his Lameneſs, bore us briskly along 

xill we came to a Place were three Ways met; uncer- 

tain which to take, by Gueſs we took that which 

zurn'd to the Right, as leading directly to Camilla's 

Father's Houſe, though much againſt the Inclinations 

of the Beaſt, as if he had been ſenſible of what imme- 

diately 1777 For we had not rode far, but we 


met on full ſpeed, a Party of the Gang, 
with their Prey, They 41 us at a diſtance, — 
Full of deriding Laughter call'd out to us; Whither 
* away ſo faſt our goed Gueſts? What need you be 
jn ſuch Haſte? Are you not afraid of your Maiden- 
* heads, travelling thus alone? Nor of the Goblins, 
* and Fairies, that haunt theſe Woods, and By-ways ? 
* And you my baſhfull I VIge. are you feng 
« a Viſit to your Parents? ! you are 22 
* the Way, let us be your Guards agai Injuries 
* of the Road, and conduct you the neareſt Way to 
* your Journey's end.“ | 
Ar this word ſeizing our Horſe's Bridle, they turn 
us back again. Our Melancholy and Grief may ea- 
fily be imagin'd at this fatal Ditappointment; and the 
very Animal that carry'd us, ſeem d to e of our 
Sorrow; for, as if he had known where he was goi 
his former Lamenels returns, and he limp'd in 
a moſt ſlow and diſmal manner, What, ſays he, 
(who had ſtopt our Flight to the Horſt, laying mw 
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him moſt unmercifully) « do you begin your Old 
« Tricks? do thoſe Feet of yours-only how to 
« fly away? but now when we met you, you cou'd 
equal the Flight of Pegaſus, but now you go home- 
„Ward, you'd Joſe the Race to a Snail.” With theſe 
Words he regew'd the Blows, and drove us along be- 
fore him till now: — at the Caſtle Gate, we 
found on the Branch of a Cyprus Tree, — 
dulous Old Woman, now os recovery, and dead. 
One of the Gang taking wn, tying ber up in 
her own Halter, threw her immediately down the 
Precipice without any concern; then putting us both 
into Chains, with ravenous Appetites they fell aboard 
— — Supper, the Old Woman cou'd ever provide 
t * 75 
Havmo pretty well devour d their Food, and the 
Edge of their Hunger well abated, they began to con- 
fider of our Puniſhment, and their Revenge. Varicty 
of Opinions cou'd not be avoided in fo tumultuary an 
Aſſembly. The firſt who deliver'd his Sentence, was 
for burrung us Alive; the {ſecond far expoſing us to Wild © 
Beaſts; the third for hanging us; the fourth for having 
us expire in Torments; but however differing/in man- 
ner, the Votes of the whole Com agreed in Death. 
When all being now filent, one of the. Gang began 
with a very demure and calm Countenance in this 
Manner. " 7 144 : 19 3 
Ir is not aprecable to the Grandeur and Equity 
* of our College, or the Moderation of oy 2 ; 
« hr Member, or my own „to ſufſer your 
*«. Indignation to rage beyond the ure and Guilr 
* of the Crime, I muſt needs tell you, ' Gentlemen, 
* that I am by no means for expoſing them to Wild 
« Beaſts, conſuming them with Fire, or ſuſpending. 
| them in the Air, nor cruſhing them with Torments, 
4 or for ſeeking ſo ſwift a diſpatch of their Lives by 
& Deaths fo ſpeedy as theſe. If therefore you tollow 
my humble Advice, you will give the Ladies their 
Lives, but yet ſuch * as they only deſerve. 
; 14 | Fs =; 
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* You remember that Horſe, always a great 
Feeder, and now a Lyar, while in his Flight he 
« flew with all his Feet, but in his Return counter- 
« feiting Lameneſs, he -_ on all 1 — -ar4 
plotted Companion iniſter- of thei 
<« worthy — to ſhare their Fate, and a ond ns 
« ſomething towards their Puniſhment; Ler us there- 
fore to morrow Morning cut his Throat, and ta- 
king out his Entrails, ſtripping the Two Ladies 
naked, ſow them into the Horſe, where havi 
< only their Heads out, the reſt of their Bodies 
be impriſon d in his Carcaſe. Then fix the ſtuff d 
« Beaſt on a gravelly Stone, againſt the moſt fervent 
Rays of the Sun. Thus all endure what you 
* have rightfully detei mind of all; the Horſe, the 
Death he has long ago merited; and they the biting 
* of the Wild Beaits, when the Worms ſhall gnaw 
their live Bowels; the Flames of burning, when the 
direct and furious Beams of the Sun ſhall beat on 
« their Heads; and the Gallows, and the Torments, 
„ when the Dogs, and Birds of the Air ſhall tear a- 
„way their Eyes, aud their Entrails. In ſhort, to 
ſum up the Account of their Torments, alive they 
« will enter the dead Body of the Beaſt, the ſtench of 
* whoſe Carcaſe will be a perpetual Noſegay to their 
smell, and they ſhall periſh piecemeal.,and ſtarve with 
* a lingring Fate, which they will have no Hands at 
* to haſten by a deſperate Blow. 
Tas barbarous Speech was receiv'd with the ge- 
neral and noiſy Applauſe of the whole Gang, who not 
only clapp'd their Hands by the way of Approbation, 
but ſent forth-a Volly of Huzzas at the end of his 
Speech. We had no reaſon to doubt of our Fate the 
next Morning, and therefore reſolved to prepare for it 
—_ _— ; _ et - avate the malice of our 
ortune, cially that weeping Camilla, there 
role up . Ar ſpoke in the followin manner, 


the Hurry and Noiſe being quaſh'd to attend him. 
| 19 Mr 
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Mx Fellow-Soldiersand Comrades, though I muſt 
ee allow the Member who ſpokelaſt to have come to the 
« point, yet I cannot but offer my Opinion, whicl I 
doubt not but will meet with a Approba- 
tion, becauſe it tends to a general t. For our 
little ſtate is not govern'd with ſo narrow a Spirit, 
as to ſuffer any one of us to have any Regard to 
« himſelf in competition with the Good of the Pub- 
„lick. What I have to fay is not te deſtroy what 
« my Brother has advanc'd, but only to propoſe ſome 
2 — Preparation to ſo ſolemn a Fate, You all 
* know that our Old Woman has thought fit moſh 
« decently to hang her ſelf, and leave us deſtitute of 
any Female to take care of our Houſe, and prepare” 


us our Meals: Beſides this, Gentlemen, in the ſtrign©. 


** neſs of our Juſtice we ſhou'd ſprinkle a little Me 
„cy. Theſe two are I ſuppoſe, at leaſt ſeem to ba 


„Made, and it. wou'd be but manly, is fone of 69 


« Young Fellows, to let them know what Man is 
before they leave the World; and ſhe that is moſt 
obſequious inthe Pleaſure may bepardon'd this Execu- 
tion, to ſerve us hereafter at bed and at board, One 
vill be a ſufficient Inſtance of your Juſtice, which 
« will keep the Surviver till in in her Duty. The 
10 aged I make, I hope my Fellow Soldiers, in- 
« cludes both Pleaſure and Prof. 

Tims Propoſal was but too agreeable to Men who 
in the Luſtyhood of their Youth, having long thrown 
off all Check of Conſcience, had nothing tocurb their 
headlong Defires: And I had that Hout been the Vic- 
tim of their Rage, on the diſcovery of my Sex, and 
Camilla of their Luſt, had not their Wine and Prece- 
dence confounded the Event. As all were agreed to 
the Rape, and the Murther, fo every one thought 
himſelt the worthieſt to lead the way in the Lady's 
Embraces. We were in Ap ce but Two, and 
they above Fifty. In this Joute the Goblet went 
round, and as their Blood warm'd, the Conteſt grew 
higher, and immediate Confuſion had brought in De- 

G 5 ſtruction. 
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ſtruction, had not Philipixeno, dne of race ox Ba 
mong them, parted the Fray, and prevail d with the! 
to determine nothing of the matter that Night in 
their Cups, but after kind Sleep had reſtor d their 
und Judgment, the Morrow * * an End to 
their Controverſy, either by the death of both Pri- 
foners, or the Precedence decided by Lot. 
Tunis moderate Advice of Philipizeno ing rea- 
ſonable, they all ſubmitted to his Opinion, after 
Ome Cups of Reconciliation, each pigg d to his Pal- 
let; Camilla and I, faſt chained, as we were, are left 
do ſleep in cur Cleaths, if Sleep wou'd vouchſafe to 
make us a Viſit. The alteration of our Fortunes from 


"Fad to ten- times works, had baniſh'd all the Thoughts 


of thoſe beautiful Viſions, I had entertain d my ſelf 


uh the Night before: Sighs, Tears, and the chaſt 
Kiſſes of ſperdy fellow Sufferers wore out the Night, 
which Luce afforded us the broken Slumber ot a 


Moment tor our Refreſhment. 


CHAP. vn. 


The arrival of one of the Banditti wich Scan- 

pilegia, whom runanimonſly chooſe for 
their Captain, after he has given an Abc 
of his Exploits, ind  Robberjes in the Alps, - 
and in France. The cauſe of the Ladies ix 
reviv'd; he adjudges them to be ſold to the 


| Brothels of Turky.' The Arrival of a Frye. © 


ar, and his Account of his Love, and the” 
 Murthers he commited for it. The deſfru 
Lion 228 and the delevery of - © 

Fantaſio ad Camilla, by the  adwmnirable- 
 Stratagem of Baldmotti- 2 i genen 


= = $ ſoon as the dusky ſhades of Night” 
were withdrawn, Ke the 8 > 
Morning began to brighten the Skies, 
and the glorious Chariot of the dun, 
mounting aloft; had ſpread his radiant” 
Beams all around. one of the Gang of 
Banditti arrives, as was plain from their mutual Joys 
and Satisfaction. After firſt Salutations he pull'd out. 3 
Thouſand Crowns for the Publick Stock, which he 
having pillag'd from Travellers, as he aſſurd them, had 
— up in his Cloaths for convenience of Carriage 
and ſecurity from Diſcovery. Having diſpos d of his 
Effects, he began to enquire after the reſt, of his Com- 
rades, whom he found not then preſent, he was en- 
form'd, that they were fall'n in the noble Exploits of 
their Vocation, with Honour and Glory. On which 
he perſuades them for a while to lay aſide their Noc- 
turnal and Diurnal N and making a Truce 


with 


- 


PET. + F 4nd — : * 
132 APULEITUS's Bock II. 
with Their Arms, to apply themſelves OY to 
the recruiting their thin Bands, and filling up thoſe 
Numbers which had been loſt by the Fortune of War: 
That they ſhould. conſider, that a Company of Freſh- 
water Soldiers will require ſome Time to · be | 
in Diſcipline; and that Threats and Force would. liſt 
forme, while others would become Volunteers, if they 
knew but the means of finding Entertainment; and 
others might be won by Promiſes and Reward; that 
there were not a few, who hating their ſervile Life, 
under the Tyranny. of their Lords, or their Maſters, 
would with joy join themſelves to their Gang: That 
be had for ſome time convers'd with a young Fellow 
in the Flower of his Youth, tall in his Perſon, vaſt in 
his Body, and ſtrong in his Limbs, and had prevail'd 
with him to apply his Hands, grown dull and heavy 
for want of Us, to a more beneficial and provident 
Office; that he would enjoy, while he cam the Ad- 
vantage of good Health; and debaſe- not his Robuſt- 
neſs and Vigour to the manuring of Dirt, which was 
2 him to wreſt the ill gotten Treaſures of the 
calthy from their impious Hands. 4 
pi 8 ſeem' d highly aww mod to the 
:zompany, wh a general ote depute the:Perſon 
who Had been deu ing for the 20 Fellow he 
bad mention d, reſolving by the firſt means they 
could to fill up their Nu . Having tor ſome time 
withdrawn, he return'd, ringing with him a-luſty 
and beautiful Youth; whoſe Chin was but juſt cover'd 
with the. very firſt Down, excelling all the Compan 
in Perſon and Height; for beſides the e 
Bulk of his Body, his Head lifted it ſelf up above all 
the reſt. But his graceful Body was but half cover d 
over with Rags of various Colours and Sorts; his 
Breaſt and his was thitkeſt cloath d with Patches 
and Rags. Coming in to the Company with a Bold- 
neſs undaunted, thus addreſs d flimſelf to them 
„All hail! ye brave Clients, and Companions of 
* Mars! And now my faithful and loving * 
: . . ' - - lers, 
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„ diers, I you receive a Mind reſol vd and bold 
«« into your Brigade with as much Joy as I join my 
« {elf to that. I am a Man, Gentlemen, who had 
rather take a Wound in my Body, than a Purſe in 
my Hand: One, that would go with Pleaſure- in 
„ the Face of that Death which is ſo terrible to 
« others. Think me not poor or abject, nor form 
« your Opinion of me by the Appearance I make, 
* nor judge of my Virtues by my Patches; for I have 
„ been at the Head of a formidable Band, and have 
laid Waſte whole Provinces of France, I am a Rob 
ber of no little Fame about the Alp, and tho a Na- 
* tive of Naples, the French have been ſenſible of the 
Terror of my Arms. I am that Scarpilegia, at whoſe 
a Name whole Kingdoms have trembled. | 

« I Derive an itary Virtue from my Father, 
« the great Bonaccorſs, a Thief of iluſtrious Memory; 
* for, nouriſh'd in human Blood, and htup in the 
« very Tents of the Banditti, I prov'd the Heir and 
Rival of my Father's Virtue. - But Fate, that os 
„an arbitrary e e all human Things, by a ca- 
* pricious Turn, robb'd me, not only of my 
« wealthy Acquiſitions, but of all my noble Compa- 
„ nions, - who lov'd me as a Brother, rever'd me as a 
Father, and obey d me as a Commander. Fluſſi d 
« with along Series of Succeſs, n 
* ought to- againſt our Aſſaults. But I mi 
tell you all things in- their due Order. Ka 

«© THERE was a Man eminent in the French Court 
for his Dignity and Offices, as well as the Share he 
had in the Favour of the King. Great Power con- 
tracts Envy, and Malice, manag'd with Cunning and 
« Addreſs, often undermines the moſt Politick and 
& Fortunate: By means of ſuch as theſe; this noble 
«« Perſon was thrown from the Favour of the King, 
« and ſent into Banifhment. His Wife, a Woman of 
* uncommon Fidelity, and ſingular Modeſty, (the Mo- 


© ther of ten Children) contemning the of 
« Paris and the Court, went the Companion of hi 
2 » 
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« Exile, and Mate of his Misfortune,. ia the Diſguiſe 
„of a Man, cutting off her fine long Hair, and jew- 
* ing into her Cloaths the beſt of her Jewels, intrepid 
in the midſt of his Guards with their naked Swords, 
& not only ſharing in all his Dangers, but ever pre- 
% ſerving a watchful Eye over his Safety, ſuſtaining 
* with more than a maſculine Courage the yr +4 te 
„ Uigues os, Was gol * undergo, , After ſhe — 
K now ficulty of many Days Journey, 
« with her Husband lay, at a 6 Autiles, 
« where we venturd to make them a Viſit in the 
„Night, and bear away all that they hat of rich and 
precious with them, but not without much Hazard 
and Danger. The Lady was alarm'd at the firſt 
* Noiſe we made of breaking the Chamber Door; 
* ſhe filbd the whole Houſe with her Clamour and 
« Noiſe, calling to the Soldiers, and her Servants, by 
Name, and ſummoning the Neighbours to come to 
« their A ſſiſtance; but whether Wine pr Fear reſtrain'd 
them I know not, we got off clear without any 
— Damage. 2 f | L | 2 
„ TMMEDIATELY . 
be ſpoken) ſingular in Fidelity, ious in good 
Arts, returning to Court, apply'd her ſelf to the 
« King, and obtain'd a fpeedy Return for her Husband 
to France, and his former Favour, with a full Power 
to revenge our Aſſault: In ſhort, Lewis would not 
« that the glorious Band of r ſhould conti- 
< tinge; ſo it immediately a fatal Period: 
© $0 much can even the Nod of a mighty Prince 
« perform. The whole Party being therefore ſur- 
« . wy arr were 8 „1 only 
« elcapi e gri aws © y Stratagent 
« — San — this manner. . 1 had juſt 


time to dreſs my ſelf in a Country Woman's Ap- 
« parel, and. ſitting on a Mule loaden with Wheat- 
&« ſtraw, I paſs d thro” the hoſtile Bands; for taking me 
for a poor trading Woman, my Face being then 
© not cover d with the leaſt Down to betray the Im- 

; * poſture, 
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10 they let me freely through all their 
do . dd Ti n U e l ml 
« or proper Glory, but rode through the Points of my 
« Enemy's Swords, with the higheſt Confidence and 
< Intrepidity. But hid under the Fallacy ot a Habit 
not my own, by attacking the Villages and Country 
«. Seats, I made ſhift to pick up a tolerable Viaticum, 
* TRAVELLING thro' the Heart of France, I came 
into Piccardy,-and purchaſing handſome” and Cava- 
lier Accoutrements, as Cloaths, a fine Horſe, 
« my Piſtols, and Fuzee, I took my Station in the 
Road that leads from Calais to Paris, much fre- 
« quented by the Engliſh that reſorted to the Metro- 
« polis of the Great Monarch, for Breeding or Plea- 
„ fure. The manner of this Paſſage, is either in the 
Coach by the Meſſenger, or the Saſh-Marine. The 
* laſt being the of Travel, afforded me 
4 no Motive of Affault, and the Coaches were gene- 
« rally too well arm'd for one Man's Attack: How 1 
% manag'd the other, you ſhall hear by one Adventure. 
There were at this time with the Meſſenger about 
fifty Horſe, every one of which give him ſuch a Price 
« for Proviſion and Horſes; betwixt Calais and Paris, 
« ſome Miles on this fide Bulloin, I join'd my ſelf to 
„them, and found them all arm'd with Piſtols before 
them; however, I was reſolved not to let them 
* .without paying me ſome Toll; fo that coming now 
« into a wide and lonely Plain, I fet Spurs to my 
« Horſe, and in a Minute was pot a quarter of a 
Mile from them, when turning about, and cocking 
« my Fuzee, I told them, they muſt either put me 
* down in ſuch a Place their two Piſtols a- piece, or I 
« would ſhoot among them. At firſt they look'd 
« on me with a ſcorntul Smile, that could preſume 
that fifty ſach brave Fellows ſhould be _robb'd by 
« one Man; but havi oy my Piece among 
* them, turning my Horſe's Head, I was in a Mo- 
ment at too great a diſtance for their Piſtols to reach 
< me, and too well mounted to fear they could » 
- N * : © mu 
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te much as purſue me with ſuch 8 Jades a8 
the Meſſenger rape furniſhes his Travellers withz 
charging my Fuzce J and riding up to them, 
« not yet able to to yield to my Demands, 
& T ſhoot the Fa + time among them, and wound 
« ſome in their Legs, and others in their Thighs; for 
& T ſhot with five or fix Pl s at a time. Thus I re- 
« new'd m . 22 1 28 
« am ves about the Inequality Fight, 
« in which. hit a! fo y ares to my Fire 
*« they could -none em do me any Harm; th 
"> ir avs two Piſtols a Man, 
were rid far from the Place, I 
alighted 1 chen like an Arrow from a 
— 285 I ſhot my ſelf into the Woods. 
« A daring Exploit alarm d the Country; fo diſ- 
of my Horſe and Accoutrements, I pur- 
cee Rags and by long and painful Journeys 
into Ira), and every where improving my 
ime, 1 at laſt fell into the noble Acquaintance, who 
2 introduce d me to this valorous Society.“ 
Tur unbinding his Patches and his he laid 
down before them above two thouſand Crowns in 
Gold. Behold, faid he, I offer my ſelf for your 
Leader, if you think fit, and this ſmall. Parcel of 
Money, as a Donative on my Inauguration; ring 
you, that in a little time I will make this Stone Ho 
of yours all of pure Gold. 

Tua z was no Delay in their Reſolutions, nor 
Debate of the Matter, 4 all with one Voice 
nounce him their Captain, bringing inſtantly to 
a noble Suit of Cloaths. Being thus war | in his 
Dreſs, and ſeated on their Throne, they perform. his 
Icauguration with ſolemn quaffing plentiful Bows, 
IDE begin his Reign with an Information againſt us, 

icular Aecount of the ſeveral Puniſhments 
— 25 for our Offence of endeavouring our Eſcape. 
une to ſee us, he was cond into our 


re turning ſhort, and throwing u — 


r 1 


Noſe in Contempt, he departed 

more ſeated in his —— r 
manner. 

? Ny Fellow-Soldiers and Brothers, Ad he, 1 would 

* not have imagine me ſo dull in my A 

« fon; or raſh in my Judgment, as to ſeek to to diſ- 
appoint the 22 of LD juſt Decree; great 


« States-men having ht, eſpecially in a Govern- 
«- ment of Violence — onthe Wil, this 
3 is the fafeſt Maxim to upon. Yet I 


my Honour, and your Confidence 
* ud 1 — Ts 
Conſcience, ſhould I hide or — 
. wats he bene : 
to our Society. I ſhall therefore, — 5a 
* {ire you to be thoroughly convine d of a Truth ſo 
* inviohble,. that J have the Will to be, to my Power, 
* ſerviceable to your Cauſe; which to iupport I woul 
* let out all the Blood in theſe Veins nay 
* beſides, if my Advice prove not — * 
have recourſe to the Horſe, 
Ir is my Opinion, Gentlemen, that Banditzi who 
* rightly conſider their Affairs, ought to prefer nothing 
« to-their Intereſt and Gain; no, not even Revenge, 
which too violently purſu'd has often been of "Fa 
« fore yoo fir the tos Virgins i the Bod It there- 
4 ou fix theſe. two Virgins 8 the 
„all the Advan du ow 
« « Exeevtion wil onhy be the Nan Gee n of 
* your Indignation, without a Prefit to the Publick 
« Treaſury, In my Opin tlemen, we ought 
rather to carry them bo eel Bate an where 
« we may {ell them to ſome Agent of the Orrzoman 
„ Bawds, who I have reaſon to believe will give a 
— Price = twa ſuch young and * 2 Maids:. 
expes'd'in their Brothels, hey will not 
10 — make theix Bange, and wil i in 1 ſo 
tull of Contempt, give a more ample 


Satisfaction 
to your Revenge, This, Gentlemen, N 
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Opinion, which my Zeal for. your Profit could 
7 — but you ate, and muſt 2 1075 
| of your own Reſolves,” ?“ 
; Tall y conſulting the — 
Coffers, the new choſen Captainbya Aare 
ferv'd Us for facden Dino and! Ruin, hetefore 
ſhort Confultation among themſelves, they unanimouſly 
agree to the Jud t of their Leader, immediately 
Belm our s, and telling us the Change of out 
by his Widom. Camilla ſeeing Scarpilegia, 
and hearing his Sentence of the Brothel, diſcover d her 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction in her — and in her Eyes. 
Icould not but in my ſelf eondemnthe whole Sex for her 
fGke;'who fo lately having acted ſb wonderful a Grief, 
and 4 Paſſion ſo violent, for the honourable: Confott 


ot her chaſte n Bed, could alread 

Delight in her 8 - A c Li 
in a Brothel, pleas d with the Em of the cir- 
cumcis d Infidels of Tyykey, How often did 1 curſe 
my Fear and my Folly; in loſing ſo charming an 

= of Poſſeſſion; when 55 Ber Condes 1. 


Ar — — ede e e 
er 


| . — — yr — to hea their Keſbives, the 
young ng Leader thus began This Day 
he firſt of my fortunate ricement, let us, 
* Fellow-Soldiers, indulge it to 1 and over our 
* Liquor we'll conſult Yew w N up our 
the moſt ſpeedy and eſſectua oe And I doubt not 
but ſoon te have ſo powerful a Brigade, as ſhall 
* make the adjacent Countty ſtand in Awe of us; 
eat Monarchies &er now having had leſs promi- 
in innings, It your Stores of Wine and Pro- 
* viſſon be low, make a Draught of ten of your 
Company, and marching to the next Village, I 
* t not to bring you Wine and Food in 
% abundance,” ' They pick out ten of the ſtouteſt 


ton ther, e thi Fort di 
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their Arms, they follow'd their Leader, with Aſſu- 
rance of Succeſs in their Eyes. : 
Tunis Party being while the reſt make up a 
00d Fire, and put all their Utenſils in Order for their 
caſt, there comes to the Gate of the Caſtle a luſſy 
young Fellow dreſs d in the Habit of a Fryar, and de- 
tires Admittance, about Buſineſs of Importance to 
their Service. He being ſingle could give them no 
Fear; being therefore admitted, he addref2d himſelf to 

the y in this manner. | 
Tn, Gentlemen, I am a $ to your Per- 
ſons, your Fame has drawn me hither from Parts 
« ſomething diſtant, with an ambitious Deſire of 
« uniting my felf to Heroes ſo noble, and ſo uſeful to 
my Revenge and my Profit. Yes, Gentlemen, I ſhall 
* ſhew you, that I ſtall be rs in the ſecureſt Band 
<« of common Intereſt. Know then, that I am a 
* Franciſcan ve by my Profeſſion, for ſuch my Pa- 
by rents were Þ rhe 2282 * in a Con- 
* vent of, our in the pleaſant Cou Campania 
Felix. Not far from this Convent lhyd a Geatle- 
man of ſome Quality and Wealth, whole, Avarice 
Wh wag e wpnud Wy ble 
hog te and Degree; the 0 ities I know 
he had, was a beautiful —.— Wife, and a Bigotry 
to our Order; to which he was very beneficial, in 
> Hepes by that moqpgs to have a large Share in our 
95 orks, and our Faſts, and our Prayers; but 
* thoſe were a Merchandize our Convent never dealt 
* in. Among the many jolly Fryars of our Houſe 
* he was pleas d to have a particular Regard to me, 
« making choice of me for his Confeſſor, giving me 
full Power and Authority over his Family. 
Tus curſed Benefit which he beſtow'd was the 
% cauſe of my Ruin, which nothing can repair but 
* my Admiſſion into your Society, in which I dare 
of . But to proceed 
um ave? 5 is Gentleman had a Wife the 
« moſt beautiful of her Sex, and her Charms receiv'd 
£ . rey na 


— — — - —_—_ — 
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* no ſmall Addition from her Modeſty; but what 


availd her Virtues, they only added to my 
Fire, till unable any longer to bear a Torture ſo un- 
* ſu e as the Violence of Love in the midſt of 
hy. ir, I refolv'd, by the firſt Law of Nature, 


* feek firſt my own ervation; and. fince I 


not live without poſſeſſing this charming Wife of 


* my Patron, I was reſolvd no Conſideration or Ob- 

*« ſtacle ſhould hinder my Embraces. | 
« Fart one Day, propitious to my Vows, led nie 

to this Houſe, when the Husband was abſent, 


and defign'd to be fo two or three Days, as his 
Lady, on my Enquiry, inform'd me, telling me, 
that if I wanted any thing with him, erden e 
ſend a Meſſenger to call him back. I was not fo 


« defirous of his Return; but quite diſtracted in my 
Thoughts, I could not my Confuſion from 
ber Eyes; but retiring into a Court of the Houſe, 
« where walking with the fame Agitation of Body 
as I had in my Mind, ſhe ſent one of her Maids to 


me, to know if I wanted any thing; I told her I 
'« did; and leading her to a private Corner, with my 
5 a 


r hid in my Sleeve, in a Moment, without 
« Nos, Idifpatch'd her: In the mean while,” a Te- 


'« nant of the Gentlewoman's entring the Court on 


«- Horſeback, with the Rent of his Farm, and as ſoon. 
« as he alighted paid his Devotion to me; when in- 
« ſtead of a Bleſſing, I fabb'd him to the Heart 


through the Back, and diſpoſing him out of the 


« way, I lock d the Caſtle Gate againſt any more 
« ſuch Intruders. The Lady ring her Maid 


«- ſtaid ſo ſent another to enquire after her: I 
2 by the — Dagger, 
and laid her with her Fellowy- Servant. | 
Nox now being left in the Houſe but the Lady 
and my ſelf, I went directly to her, and told her, 


that I had long been languiſhing in a hopeleſs Paſ- 


time was now eome when ſhe ought, and muſt in 
/ Fs 60 


« fjon for her, but unable to ſu it any longer, the 
— 8287 — 


8 — 
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Juſtice reward all my Sufferings, by yielding to my 
8 Surpriz'd at my 52 5 — 
« crediting her Ears, or doubting my Reality, ſhe re- 
. in this manner.” Good Father, I am per- 
« ſuaded, (ſaid ſhe) that were I {o lewdly inclin'd, you 
* would be the firſt that would accuſe my Impiety.” 
I aſſur d her of her Miſtake, and that nothing could 
„give me a Day's Life without her. To convince 
“ her Incredulity, I defir'd her to walk down into 
« the Court, to ſee what the Fury of my Love had 
* perform'd.. This Sight had fo trighten'd her, that 
« ſhe was ſcarce able to get into the Houſe; when 
« falling on a Chair, ſhe was ſome time in a Soon; 
but coming to her ſelf, I bid her not be afraid, that 
« her Beauty was her Protection, and merited more 
* than Helens, a thouſand ſuch bloody. Sacrifices : 
Nothing can provoke my Hand to do you any Vio- 
ende but your obſtinate Reſiſtance ot my Deſires. 
„Wir x that, pulling off my Habit, I took 
« off a ſhorter, Which. I gave to the Lady, bidding 
her with the utmoſt Diſpatch put it on, leſt any 3 
bad Accident ſhould rob me of that Night's Joys. "I 
“in her Arms. Fear made her obey me, and begin 
to undreſs her Head, but in ſo di pe manner, 
«'as ſhew'd ſhe hop'd to gain time till ſomebody, 
« ſhould come to her Reſcue; but her fine th of 
« Hair hanging now down her Shoulders, I was 
« obligd to cut it off with my own Hands, ſince 
«« unfit for the Cover ſhe was to wear. Now ſtript 
to her Shift, I could not but preſs her charming 
« Body, tho' with ſome Struggle; and had not fear 
« of Interruption, and. a Deſire of a more full and 
4 2 Enjoyment, prevented my immediate Plea- 
fſure, I had not been now without any Satisfaction 
« for all I had done to compaſs it; but —_ 
« Surprize, I ſoon cloath'd her in the les Habit, like 
«, Novice of our Order, and clap 


* 
— — —U— —— — — — — — — — * 1 


ö ping my own 01 
b again, and taking in my Hand a long Pole for Uſe 
and Defence, I forc'd her from her Houle, for fear 
6 NE 


of, 
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« of the Gme Fate her Maids and Tenant had met 
w1 | 


2 Tavs get free from the Houſe,” and out into | 
the Road, without any Suſpicion, it was my ill 


« Fate to take that very Road to our Convent by 
« which her Husband and his Man (having ſooner 
« difpatch'd his Buſineſs than expected) were coming 
full Speed to his own Houſe, I diſcover d them at 
« diſtance, and told her, that if ſnhe went not on be- 
« fore me, and caſt not an Eye towards him, I would 
« certainly ſtab her before he could reſcue her. The 
« Husband drew nigh, and asking me 'how 1 did, 
« paſsd on without any notice of my falſe Brother 
« before me; but the Man, who uſually entertain'd 
« my Companion, Fryar Folm, took her for him; 
« and fo with his wanted Familiarity. call'd to the 
„Lady for him. She anſwering not a Word, he 
« crois'd her Way, and diſcover d, unperceiv'd by me, 
« the Tears in her Eyes; then ſpurring on his Horſe, 
« he overtook his Maſter, and with much ado perſuades 
« him to let him return and ſte whether it were his 
Wife or not, deſiring him to wait there the Reſult 
% of his Enquiry, 1 heard the Man's Horſe at my 
« Heels, and he calling, as loud as he could, Fryar 
s ho: concluding the Diſcovery made of my Theft, 
« T turned upon him, and with a Blow of my Staff 
« under the Ribs brought him from his Horſe, and 
“ ſoon cut his Throat. The Gentleman ſeeing what 
« fpaſs d, galloped up with much Speed to e his 
« Man and his Wife. Before he got up to me I leap'd 
« up on my Feet, and received him with my Pole, 
« bringing the laſt of my An ſts to the Ground; 
ho being diſpatched, I might ſecurely march off 
« with my Prize; but he being down, and I upon 
him juſt ready to ſtrike, being very ſong, he em- 
« brac'd me ſo hard in his Arms about the Waſte, that 


« had no Force left to hurt him, or even to hold 
. « the Dagger in my Hand; which, falling to the 
„ bis Wife match d up, and gave me = 

| " 


Gro 


1 & | A 2» £5 * 4 


7 


Clap VIII. GO LDA AS. 145 


„ Stubs, tin crumbling down backwards, I cry'd our 


* — 'h acknowledging all J had done for her 
cc * „ Yr1 | + bf LN ITY <4 * 
„HE was not willing to kill me on the Spot, but 
© reſerve me to a Death more publick and intamous; 
* ſo ſending home his Wife to call her Out-Servants, 
& he ſtaid to wateh me till they came, and oonvey d 
« me to the Priſon in the City of Capua. 

Examination I'own'd all the Fact, and too y 
« 'avowing my A tion of What I had done; the 
© Tnqueſt went fo far, rhat a Diſcovery was made, and 

the Fact plainly prov'd in the Court, that every 
« Fryar in our Convent had ſome Man's Wife or 
„Daughter, in the Habit of a Novice, to ſolace him- 
& ſelf with at his Pleaſure. So the Whores being diſ- 
miſs d, by a tyrannick Sentence we were all confin'd 
to our Convent, and that Ald full of combuſtible 
Matter, and then ſet on fire about our Ears, with 
61 large Guards of Soldiers, and People that ſurround- 

« ed us, to hinder our Eſeape. Tin 
Tur was in the Cellar Conveyance of Water 
„ which went under Ground to a y * Foun- 
« tain in the next Wood; I only of all the Fraternity 

* thought of this little Appearance of Hope, either 
« out of Deſpair of deriving any Benefit from itz or 
« by a Forgetfulneſs in the Contuſion they were in 
* x ++ 240g re of Deſtruction. I made with 
« all Speed to this only Hope, and it happen d, that 

the Spring being then low, the Stream was pretty 

* ſhallow, Gur yet with the ntmoſt Difficulty, 'and 
« fearce with Life, I got to the Fountain, and ſo to 
« the Wood: Where reſting till I was a little reco- 
ver id, and the Dusk of the Evening grew on, with 
% thoſe Jewels and had rifled from the Altars, 
I made my way directly towards theſe Mountains, 
« hoping there at leaſt to continue unknovyn till a 
* happier Opportunity of making my Eſcape. But 
hiding in a neighbouring Village, your Fame at once 
* came ts wy; Es, and gave * 
8 46 Us 
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beautiful Miſtreſs, and ample Revenge on the Villain 
« her Husband. I dare lead you out to infallible Con- 
« queſt, a lone Houſe, ill defended by Servants, having 
none but two Maids and a Man that lie within. it, 
«and plentifully furniſh'd with Silver and Gold; of 
«-which-Idemand no Share for: my Pains; the Profit 
&* be yours, and the Glory and the Woman only be 
„ mine.” | 5% | 51 07 ien 
'By that time the Fryar had ended his Story, and 
been welcom'd by the Gang, who were not a little 
_ with his bloody Narration, and that their 
ribe was now ſanctity d with a Father of the Church, 
the Leader and his Party return victorious, bringing 
in whole Borachies of Wine, and Droves of Cattle; 
and with them a poor. old Fellow, who ſcem'd to be 
their Owner, and deplor'd his Loſſes with ſo empha- 
tick a Grief, that-might well perſuade us of the = 
lity of the Cauſe. Fins RI 
Tar Leader entring, told his Comrades that ſtaid 
behind that deſigning to plunder the neighbouring Vil- 
lage, good Fortune ha this old Fellow in their 
way, With all that they wanted. for preſent Enjoy- 
ment. Then turning to the old Man, with a Volley 
of Oaths at his Sorrows, bid him leave off prieving, 
unleſs he had a mind to take a Trip down the Pre- 
cipicez giving him Hopet however, that if he aſſiſted 
with Alacrity at this ſingular Feſtival, he might hope 
for his Liberty on the Morrow. 8 ; 
AL 1, Hands fall to work, and the Fryar being in- 
troduc'd to, and receiv'd by the Captain, undertook 
to be the chief Cook; wherefore all things being now 
ready, "ey tall to their Dinner, doubly prepar'd by 
Dreſſing and good Stomachs, ou ought 
not, my Brothers, to take me for your Leader in 
.« Expeditions abroad, but for, your Director in, your 
;«< Pleaſures at home: Sit to your Diſhes and. Glaſſes, 
chile I, being Major Domo, ſee every, thi 
« and ſerv'd in in Order.“ This ſaid, he imſelf 
to the Maſter with ſo good an Addreſs, th ae guns 
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them a double Guſto to his Preparations; he broils, 
and fries, and draws out their Wine, and gives every 
thing ſo good a Reliſh, that the Rogues never were 
ſo nobly regal'd in their Lives, Sig l 

We were plac'd- in the Kitchin, whither he ſo fre- 
quently repairing for the buſy Diſcharge of his Office, 
had the Opportunity of giving us both Victuals and 
Wine, of which 1 obſerv'd he never gave us any but 
he taſted. Camilla diſcover'd a Pleaſure in receiving 
every thing from him; and at laſt, deſiring to kifs her, 
ſhe met his tranſported Lips half the way: Which, 
with what I had formerly obſerv'd, gave me an en- 
tire Diſguſt to Camilla. What, Gd I to my ſelf, 
have you already forgot the Nod you io lately 
i doated on, and the 4 the of whom ſeem d 
to give your Heart fo many Pangs; and who lan- 
« — or you with ſo 1 da Love. And 
can you prefer this bloody Aſſaſſin, this barbarous 
Stranger, to the Husband provided for you by your 
« tender Father and Mother? Does not th ci- 
«« ence give thee a ſecret Gripe for a Falſhood ſo 
«© monſtrous and unheard of? And are you ſo aban- 
„ don'd, as to be pleas'd to play the Whore am 
„Swords and Muskets!” — But while m Mind 
was thus full of Reſentment againſt Camilla, and 
the whole Sex, I by chance made a Diſcovery, whictr 
reſtor'd me my for by ſome Words I over-heard 
paſs'd betwixt them, I found that this was not Scar- 
pilegia the Banditti, the Robber, as he ſeem'd; but the 
real Balalinotti, the Betroth'd of Camilla. And now 
having no Dread of my Prefence,, he deliver'd himſelt 
more clearly, ſay ing to her, Be of good Chear my 
« ſweet Camilla, for you ſhall in a few Minutes have 
all theſe your Enemies in Caprivity.” Thus ming- 
ling a ſoporiterous Potion in their Liquor, they bein 
already pretty full of the Creature, they were all ft 
aſleep but the old Fellow that waited, the Fryar tha: 
cook d, and the Banditti that had introduc'd B {dinotti 
for their Leader. | 

Vor. I. H Wutur 
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« WHi1LE the Fryar and the other two bound all the 
Rogues, Baldinotti and Camilla flew into one another's 
Arms, and the Heat of the firſt Extaſy being over, he 
told her, that ever ſince ſhe had been raviſh'd him, 
He had been contriving this happy Delivery; that the 
- 8 introduc d _ _ a _— in 
- His Family, and ted by evil Company, he had 

fallen 1 We Gang; br lying in — hots riz'd 
Him, and on Aſſurance of his Pardon, and a - 
ſome Proviſion, he had promis d to do what he had 

d; however, for fear he ſhould not be ſincere, 
had engag d his Friend Caſtagnti to come without 
his Know in the manner he had done, having 
form'd that b Story meerly to render him more 
agreeable to the R : Who now being all faſt 
bound, Baluinotri, Coſtagnti, the old Servant, (whom 
He had order'd to be there ready to be taken) and the 
penitent Banditti, took care of us both, and the 
of Money that belong'd to himſelf, and convey'd us 
all to Fundi, to his Houſe. The whole City on no- 
rice, like one Man, came out to meet us, with vo- 
tive Oblations for the 4afe Return of -Baldinorti and 

His Miſtreſs; the Pomp was made up of both Sexes 
and all Ages; her Parents ran firſt to catch her in their 
Arms, ſucceeded by her Relations, and Friends, and 
Followers; Joy in every Eye riding triumphant, and 
Tranſport ſpreading over cvery Face. 

"Wart Camilla was in her nupti e ca- 
reſs d and welcom'd by her Friends, Baldinorti, and 2 
Detachment- from the Magiſtrates, march'd back to 
the Fortreſſes of the Bandirri, whom they found 
faſter yet bound in the Chains of the Wine, than 
tho'e they had confin'd them to before their Depar- 
ture. Their Prizes brought forth, and every thing 
produc'd, the Rogues thrown ſome down the Prect- 
pice by Baldinotti, and others beheaded with their 
own Swords all the Beaſts they had there, being loaden 
with the Fruits of their Rapine; they all return'd by 
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Midnight to Fundi. The Treaſures of the R 

being deliver d to the Cuſtody of the Publick, and the 
honeſt Banditti forgiven and rewarded. Baldinotti 
having took his Good- Night of his Bride, went to 
Bed, in order to riſe the next Day, to take full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his beloved Camilla. | 
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CH AP. IX. 


Freſh Troubles of Fantaſio, and his Flight from 
Fundi in a Cheſt. The Story of Julia Gon- 
zaga, with Barbaroſla, aud the Duke of 
Mantua. Fantaſto's Arrival at Malfi, and 

Paſſage to the Houſe of Camilla's Texart , 
a great Witch in the high Mountain call'd 
Monte Marſo. | | 


Pg 


SHALL not detain you with a tedious De- 
ſcription of the Pomp and Solemnity of 
the Marriage of the two Lovers. Let it 
XC ſuffice, that the nuptial Knot the next Day 


was ty'd in the Cathedral Church, whither, to my 


Misfortune, I attended her; being return'd home, and 
the magnificent Dinner being over, and the happy 
Lovers triumphing with mutual Joy on their paſt For- 
tunes, in an inner Room; I happen d on ſome Occa- 
ſion to pals into another, that fac d the 455 
Market · place, and to my no ſmall Terror, heard the 
publick Cryer of the Town, under the very Window, 
declaring a Reward of two hundred Crowns for any 
r ar 
| 2 War 
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"Dwarf to Cardinal Cantelmi, fled from bim in Woman's 
*Cloaths of ſuch a Colour and Silk, provided he be de- 
Aiver'd fate into the Cardinal's Hands. 

Tuts was an Alarm too dreadful to leave me any 
room for my Share of the publick Joy of the Day. 
I had been at the Cathedral in the very Cloaths, 
1 had heard of the Cardinals Reſentment, and was 
too ſenſible ot what Force a Reward ſo conſiderable 
would beton the Minds of fo many as muſt have ſeen 
-afid"obſerv'd me; all which concurring Dangers ſcarce 
left me any Proſpect of Safety from the Power and 
Diligence of my Purſuers; not doubting but that = ; 
-Apprehending would be as certain as my Death w 
I Hap'on my right Cheek a ſmall bluſhing Mole, 
not very unlike a Wood-Strawberry, which being b 
the -Cryer as particularly deſcrib'd as my Cloaths, I 
could not expect to remain long undiſcover d. All 
the Glimps of Comfort that T had, was, that the Au- 
thority of Baldmottiin the Town might afford a kind 
Interval. from the Inſults of a People covetous of the 
Reward. Neceſſity therefore compelling me to make 
an entire Confidence of my whole Affair to Camilla, 
I refolv'd to t one Moment before I ſought her 
Protection in iſtrels. ; 

Tus Houſe had been too buſy in the Pomp and 

Preparations of the Nuptial-Day to hear or mind 
thing «of the Cryer. Full of Fear and Concern I en- 
-ter'd her Room, and found her in the Lap of her 
Bridegroom; for their Love was too ſtrong to ſuffer 
the leaſt Separation or Diſtance I made an Apology 
to the happy Lovers for preſuming to intei rupt their 
dearer Satisfaction, by 2 Camilla's Ear for a 
Moment on Bulmeſs ot t la Conſequence to my 
Affairs. She left Baldinortis Arms with all the Grace 
in the World, while ſhe made her Love give place to 
her Civility, and retir d trait with me to her Cabinet: 
Where1 told her as briefly as poſſibly I. ou * 

; tory 
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Story of my paſt Life, all the Adventures I had met with, 
and the preſen: Diſtreſs my ill Fate had reduc'd me to; 
and throwing my {elf at her Feet, I implor'd her Par- 
don for-not letting her know me before, and her Pro- 
tection and ' Aſſiſtance in my immediate Efcape; that 
if the Neceſſity of my Fortune had compell'd me 
into any Crime which I could not with Prudence 
have avoided, ſhe was too Generous and Good to 
3 her Reſentment on a Wretch already un- 
CAMIL LA reflecting what had paſe'd betwixt us, 
and what I had ſeen, and how near the {ame Bed had 
admitted me to her, bluſh'd all over with fo charmi 

a Confuſion, that doubly heighten'd her Beaut — 
2 conſiderir g the Neceſſity that oblig d 
me to ſy, and the Continence which, for all the - 
knew, 1 y preſerv'd, and the preſent — 
of my Affairs, ſhe ſuffer d her Generoſity to vanqui 
her Anger. The ſceing Diana naked coſt Acteon his 
Life; but the Venus Camilla did not think I deſerv'd 
{ori s a Revenge, ſhe would indeed believe me 
ſufficiently puniſh'd for my Curiofity, had ſhe known 
the Pain and Agony it coſt me; But ignorant of my 
Crime, ſhe dealt with me as innocent, and therefore 
reſolv'd to take effectual Care of my Security from 
the Cardinal's Indignation, whom with a Family Ha- 
tred ſhe perfectly abhorr'd. She took care imme- 
diately to ſet things in Order, to have me convey'd © 
* Tenant of hers, not far from Amalfi in the Baſi- 


e. 

Bor this being ſome Days Journey, I had reaſon- 
to fear a Diſcovery in any Diſguiſe ſhould I travel the 
uſual Road, or in. the 2 manner. But ſhe ſoon 
remoy'd all my Fears by this happy Invention, She 
had a Servant in the Houſe in whom ſhe could put 
a particular Confidence, and putting me in a lar 
Trunk, with Holes made for me to breath Freely 
through, commits me to = Charge to carry 2 | 


. « the GrandSeignior Solyman, afterwards 
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Gfe in that manner to the Place ſhe defign'd, He fix- 
ing me on the ableſt of Baldinottis Sumpter Horſes, 
that no Time might be loſt, before the Dusk of that 
very Evening 1 {et out of Fundi, in as great Fear and 
Conſterration, as Julia Gonzaga had done thence be- 
fore from the Fury of Caradin ar" Admiral to 
ing of Algiers : 
Who being in the Mediterranean with his Fleet, and 
having Information by his Spies, that this Julia Gon- 
zaga, Widow to 9 Colonna, and the moſt 
beautiful Woman in the World, liv'd then in this City 
of Fundi, landed his Men in the Night, and ſent them 
to ſeize ber in her Bed, reſolving to make a curious 
Preſent of her to his Maſter Solyman. She had only 
= time to leap out of her Bed, and in nothing but 
Linnen rid away with full Speed from the Pirate; 
and even eſcap'd 12 narrowly, that had ſhe ſtaid to 
t on ſo much as a Petticoat, ſhe had for ever put 
off her Liberty in the * Barbaroſſa bein 
diſappointed of his beautiful Prize, plunder d and burnt 
the Town, and carry d abundance of the People away 
into Captivity. | f 
Bor what Terror ſoever ſhe expreſs'd of the Se- 
raglio, and the Embraces of the Grand Seignior in this 
Flight, yet the Event ſhew'd that her Averſion was 
not to Man, but Conſtraint. For the young Duke of 
Mantua found her more complaiſant to his Deſires: 
His maſculine Charms had too great a Sympathy with 
her feminine Beauties to be long in eſtabliſhing an 
amorous Commerce. But there is a Temper ſo fickle 
in Youth, and a Satiety ſo cloying often follows the 
Enjoyment of the fineſt Woman in the World, that 
the Fair have ſtill found it more difficult to retain one 
Heart in Conſtancy and Obedience, than to conquer a 
thouſand : Whether the Appetite of the Mind be a-kin 
to that of the Body, or whether Woman be like ſome 
Pictures, that can't bear too near a View without Di 
guſt, tho' ſo charming at a diſtance, Women i 
(1 ſpeak 
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(IJ ſpeak in the general) are like the Temples of the 
13 without. rl Magnificence and — 
within, the God that animates it, an Aſs, a Cow, a 
Rat, or an Onion; or like the Apples near the 4/- 
phaltic Lake, beautiful to the Eye, but fill your Mouth 
with Aſhes if you taſte them. | 

Tuus it happen'd with Julia Gonzaga, in the 
Pride of her Charms; for a ſudden Indifference in the 
Duke at once humbled and provok'd all her Vanity; 
till now quite fatiated to 3 he entirely forſakes 
her for the leſs meritorious Charms of ſome other: 
An Affront fo opprobious to a Spirit ſo haughty, ſo 
full, and fo vain of the Fame of her Beauties, muſt 
naturally produce a Reſentment equal to the Pride of 
the Perſon thus ſlighted; which having no Bounds, 
drove that to a barbarous Cruelty beyond all meaſure. 
The paſt Sweets of that ſoft Paſſion that had com- 
peil'd the Surrender of her Honour, ſour d now her 
tender Sentiments into the moſt inveterate Hatred ; 
and farting from the Extremity of Love in Exceſs, 
ſhe fell into an Averſion ſo ſtrong, as produc d the 
following inhuman Cataſtrophe. 

H 8— is reſolv d on, but the Means to ob- 
tain it uncertain; for without her Admiſſion into his 
Company, it only remain ' d in her Will: But her Beau- 
ties, which had given Riſe to her Ruin, ſoon fur- 
niſh'd the Means and Inſtrument of Revenge. Her 
Confeſſor had long been in Love with her in vain, 
while the Duke was Poſſeſſor of her Heart; but find- 
ing that Amour at an end, took Courage from the 
viſible Slights of the Duke, to declare and preſs the 
Succeſs of his Paſſion. Fulia, tho” diſdaining the 
Arms of a Prieſt after thoſe of a Prince, yet — her 
Reſentment of his Inſolence give way to her Thirſt 
of Re ſo ſeeming to indulge a Paſſion ſhe ſcorn'd, 
ſhe at laſt aſſur'd him of whatever he would ask, 
after he had procur'd her but one Interview with the 
Duke in her Apartment. Nothing is ſo difficult or 

| H4 impoſ- 
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impoſſible which a Prieſt won't overcome in the 
Chace of his Luſt or his Intereſt. Thus this Prieſt, 
by all the ſubtle Arts of the Gow, ſurmounted the 
Duke's Diſguſt, and brought him to her Chamber 
0 well prepar d for a Relapſe into a Paſſion he 
had now almoſt forgot The Prieſt left them alone, 
and retiring into the next Chamber, full of, and all 
on fire with, the gay and wanton Ideas of the Fair 
One he was to poſſeſs, with Impatience he waited the 
end of the Viſit. | 

Tur Duke, on his Entrance, found her in an agree- 
able Diſhabillee, her languiſhing Eyes half drown'd in 
her Tears. The Sight of ſuch Beauty in ' Sorrow 
gave a ſecret Pang to the falſe Wanderer, his Heart, 
as conſcious of the Guilt of thoſe Pains his Deſer- 
tion had given her. But when ſhe began to reproach 
his Ingratitude and ignoble Inconſtancy in a manner 
the moſt toucking and pathetick in the World, the 
Fire of her Eyes, the Muſick of her Tongue, the 
Symmetry of her Perſon, the Graces of her Action, 
and the tender Rage of her Paſſion, not only 'reviv'd 
the old Flame in his Boſom, but made it burn out 
with more Fury and Violence than ever, He own'd 
his paſt Crimes with all the agrecable Confuſion of 
hopeleſs Deſire, threw himſelf at her Feet, embrac'd 
them with-a Lover's Eagerneſs, and the Agony of a 
ſincere Penitent; he 'd ten thouſand Pardons, and 
ent out as many Oaths of future 2 and pre- 
ſent Love, to that , that a Remiſſion of her 
Rage _ only fave him trom immediate Death, 
which he own'd he could not expect but from Good- 
neſs and Mercy equal to her 7 

AFTER an infinite Number o 7 Vows, and 
Caths, of perpetual Conſtancy, ſhe ſeem'd to relent; 


but ſhewing ſome Doubt even ſtill of his Sincerity, ſhe 
told him he could give her but one Proof of his Love, 
which was in plain Terms to renounce God himſelt 


for her; which when the Wildneſs of his Paſſion had 


done, 
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done, ſhe the very Moment that he had utter d the 
impious Blaſphemy ſtabb'd him to the Heart; Wbo 
falling down all bloody at her Feet, while his cloſing 
Eyes ſeem'd to 1.1 her infernal Severity, not ſa- 
tisfy'd with the Death of his Body, without making 
ſure of that of his Soul. This horrid Revenge beirg 
perform'd, ſhe calls in the Prieſt, and telling him what 
ſhe had done, own'd her laſt P:omilſe to him for fur- - 
niſhing her with the Means of ſo ample a Satisfaction: 
Then with the ſame Dagger, reeking yet with the 
Duke's Blood, ſhe piercd her own Boſom, aying, 
Thus I perform my Word, while I leave my Body 
* in your Power to ule at your Pleaſure; and ſo ſunk 
down on the Body of the Duke. 


Tu E inhuman Revenge, I ſuppoſe, had rebated the 
by unleſs he had the - 


Appetite of the amorous Prie 
abominable Guſt of the abandon'd Mole? _ 

FROM Fundi we went to Mola, by the Va Appia, 
made at the proper Expence of Appius Claudius, a 
Roman Patrician, in his Conſulſhip. It is five Days 
Journey long, and broad enough for two Carts to meet 
and paſs without Difficulty; and is pav'd all with 
black Flint Stones, as big as two Men can carry, and 
laid ſo cloſe together, that they have held theſe eighteen - 
hundred Years. The frequent paſſing of the Horſes 
and Mules for ſo long a Tract of Time has made it 
ſo ſmooth and ſhining, that the Sun reflecting on it, 
you may ſee it glitter like a Highway of Silver at 
two Miles di . | x 

We paſt through Mala directly to Gaeta, where 
leaving our Horſes, we took Shipping for the Baſil 
cate; and paſſing Naples at a diſtance, we arriv'd with 
all the Speed and Safety that we could expect or de- 
ſire; for by this little Voyage by Sea we cut off the- 


Sceat of our Purſuers. Paſſing through Mal, 


we made our direct way to Monte Marſo, that from 
its ſtupendious Height ovetlooks the City, the Country, 
and the Sea; on which to caſt your Eyes from its 

88 Summi. 
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Summit, would make you perfectly giddy with the 
ce. | 
Tuts Mountain was formerly a great Reſort of 
Robbers; but Severity and Care have clear'd them of 
Banditti, tho' all their rigid Laws and Executions 
cannot clear them of Witches; who are here in ſome 
Number, as well as in very great Perfection in all the 
amazing Myſteries of the black Art; which yet they 
conceal, as much as poſſibly they can, for fear of the 
Terrors ot the j Tho' they come not up 
to what was fabled of the old Witches of Theſſaly, as 
— — removing whole Cities. bringing down 
the Moon and Stars from the Firmament, and ſuſpend- 
ing the Earth in their Places; yet they can, and do, 
with wonderful Eaſe and Addreſs, transform them- 
ſelves, and whom ever they pleaſe, into what Figures 
and Forms they think fit; as I can prove by my own 


Experience, 
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C H AP. Xa 


Oz Fantaſio's Arrival at Invidioſa; the Mon- 
ders he diſcovers, the Magical Muſick, he 
heard in the Night ; the Song ſung by the 
Spirits. The old Witch comes to Bed ta him ;; 
his Terror and Pains on it; and after Sur- 


prize, when in his Embraces, changes 
into a beautiful young Lady. 8 


AZARETTO, (for that was the Name: 
of Camilla's Servant) in the laſt Diſ- 
* charge of the Truſt his Lady had re- 

| pos'd in him, convey'd me, in my 
Cage, to a neat little Houſe that, fenced 
round from . the Weather by various 


Oo —— 


Sorts of Trees, ſtood on the Brow of a Precipice, 


about the Middle of this Mountain, Being enter'd 
this ſolitary Manſion, ' I was ſoon ſet free from my 
narrow Captivity, and receiv'd at my Enlargement by 
the Lady of the Houſe, whoſe Figure, my Safety 
and Joy for the End of ſo tireſome a Journey, could 
not yet render agreeable. She ſecm'd with Age and 
w bent almoſt double; her Head and her Arms 
trembled with the Palſie; from her Eyes there fell a 
falt Rheum that had eaten Gutters down her Cheeks, 
while her mounting Shoulders, in an irregular Orb 
overlooking her Head, ſeem d a Burthen too great 
for Legs fo feeble to ſupport. 

Fixs r Complements over, and the Door being 
ſhut, Laxzaretto tells her his Commiſſion, laying be- 
fore her the Confidence his Lady put in her, and to 
encourage her Fidelity, a * ent her a * 


— — 


— —— 


138 UAPULETUSs Book II. 
her whole Year's Rent for the Service. I was as 
ſurpriz d at Camilla's Generoſity, as the old Woman 
was over- joy d at her Bounty. After a ſt. ort Repaſt, 
I azaretto returning the fame way to Fundi, I dif- 
miſs d him with a thouſand Thanks to his Lady, and 
Aſſurances of perpetual Gratitude, and as ample a Re- 
ward as my little Exchequer would allow. Weary as 
I was with the Fatigue of ſo long and incommodi- 
ous a Journey, the wretched Appearance of my 
Hoſteſs, all Patches and Rags, and the firſt Room ot 
dur Entertainment, made me really afraid of asking 
for my Bed, till the drowzy God of Sleep, uſurping 
ww Eyes, diſcover'd the Neceſſity. of a ſpeedy Re- 


. (or that was the Page. of my 
n perceivd my Wants, a ing m 
Fears, took me by the — Hand, 
more Vigour than her Appearance ſeem'd to promiſe, 
pe Foe up Stairs, ſurprized me with a very neat 
end pleaſing Apartment, furniſhed A la Romana, mo- 
diſh ard clean. She eaſily perceived this ſatisfactory 
Surprize, and told me, I was come to a Place fertile 
of greater Wonders than theſe, as I ſhould ſoon diſco- 
ver if I made any Stay in this Retirement. 

As teeble as ſhe ſeem'd, ſhe was very buſy in un- 
dreſſing me, and having reduc'd me to my Shift, ſhe 
left me to my Bed. The extreme Civility of my 
Hoſteſs, her off cious Attendance, and frequent tender 
© queezes, gave me cauſe to ſuſpect, that Fortune was 
1a1fing arother Perſecution of my Tranquillity, by 
the amorous Dotage of ſo diſguſtful a Monſter, from 
vw hom the Neceſſity of my Affairs deny'd me a Re- 
treat. How to deliver my {elf from this Diſtreſs, and 
convey my ſelf with Safety to my Friends at Ozranto, 
w hence, by their Aſſiſtance, I might ſoon get out of 
the Power of the Cardinal, ſo took up my Thoughts, 
that toſſing and tumbling from one Side to the other, 
that Sleep, with tl e Auxiliaries of the Hour, and my 
Laſſitude, could not vanquiſh my Cares, 
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4 of the Night — in this Tumult | 
of T 2 Ears on the ſudden, were agree 
invaded with a of Flute-deux, and the pore. ; 
eſt Voice I c'er heard in my Life. The moſt celebrated | 
Voices, and Inſtruments of Rome, tell infinitely ſhort 
of this wonderful Harmony, which was not more 
charming, than amazing, in the midſt of fo wild a So- 
litude, and m the. Houle —— miſerable a 
Creature, If Sleep before hover'd at a diſtance oyer 
my Eyes, a Serenade ſo unexpected, and tranſporting, 
ve it quite away, while — Soul was col in 
my Ears, in the moſt profound Attention, with Fear 
and Delight. The Words of the Song which directed to 
leafure, and the lulling the Emotions ot the anxious 
Mind „ were as follow. * 


> SON 


1 115 
| APPY Youth thy Fears diſmiſs, 
; And prepare, prepare to prove 
At Extreams of coming Bliſs: 
All the ſoft Extreams of Love. 
Youth and Beauty now invite you, 
Io diſſolve in melting Phaſure. : 
Youth and Beauty ſhall delight you | 
- With all their Foys, with all their Treaſure, 
Indulge the Raptures, and your Hours poſſeſs ? 
In Ecſtaſies of ſmiling Love's Exceſs, 


IT. 

Wanton Tephirs Love inſpire, | | 
u White they fan the Whiſpering Trees ; 
Preſent Cupid lights thy Five; | 

'. Preſent Beauty gives thee Eaſe. 
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Happy Pair indulge the Bleſſing, 


. Damp no 19 with needleſs Rigour: ' 
While ſecurely, you re careſſng, 

Raiſe the Bliſs with mutual Vigour. 
Your Murmurs ſofter , than the Turtles prove, 

T han Conches more cloſe, your Kiſſes when you loves 
And when around your curling Arms you twine, 


_ More firit Embraces give, than Ivy, or the Vine. 
Tux gloomy Darkneſs, that was ſpread o'er my 


Room, as ſoon as the Song was over, was d 
pers d in a Moment by the entrance of four little Cu- 
pids, with Tapers in their Hands, and Bows and Qui 
vers at their Backs, introducing the odious Invidio/a, 
made yet more diſguſtful by her gay Air, and a Dreſs 
Rich and Genteel, With a fond, but deteſtable Smile, 
ſhe drew to my Bed, the Curtains being thrown 0- 
pen, by her abominable Imps. I fhiver'd all over 
with —— and Averſion, dreading her Touch as 
the Devil's, whoſe perfect Reſemblance ſhe bore, Ap- 
proaching me gently, the ſeizʒ d on my hand, and con- 
jur d me to banifh all Fear and Apprehenſion, bei 
ſecure from all Harms in the defence of her Love; to 
which I ſhou'd not only owe abundance of Pleaſure; 
but my fafety and delivezance- from thoſe Exils 
that threaten d me. I confeſs, ſaid ſhe, that my 
« Perſon is not fo inviting as the Cardinal's Niece, yet 
* believe me, 1 can impart. Joys far more tranſport- 
ting, without that fickle Inconſtancy you found in 
1 | 

I Was yet more confounded at the Name of The-. 
reſa, in the barbarous Mountains of the Baſilicate, and 
that from a Perſon, that I cou d not imagine {more 
acquainted with my Affairs, than I was with hers. 
This gave me to imagine that I was fallen into 
the s of a Witch, and therefore ought to be as 
cautious of liſtening to her Enticements, as Uliſes was 
to Cirge's, or Caly/o's. . But not arm'd with his Vir- 

9 _ wae 
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tue and Reſolution, I found my ſelf more inclin'd to 
following the Example of his Companions, though 
my Fate prov'd like theirs. For I conſidered, that 
being now wholly in her Power, I ought to be cau- 
tious of provoking her by a flight of her Paſſi- 
on, which often drives Women, of more Innocent 
Principles, to all the Impious Rage of unbounded Re- 
venge. My Inclinations were further corrupted, by 
my guilty Deſire of enquiring into the ſtrange Myſte- 
ries of the black Art; a great Skill in which, has 
attributed to Men of ſome Religion and Virtue, a- 
mong whom Albertus Magnus ſeem'd to authorize 
my Curioſity. | 
In the midſt of theſe Thoughts, the Cupidt having 
thrown open my Bed, and Invidioſa her Garments 
aſide, ſhe laid herſelf by me, when ordering her little 
Demons to ſet the Tapers on the Table and withdraw, 
ſhe flew into my Arms with ſuch force and defire, as 
reliſh'd more of the ſpring - of gay Youth, than her 
Winter of Age. I wifh'd for my own fake, the 
Lights had been away, that fo viſible a Forbiddance 
of the Joys ſhe required being away, and Tmaginatt- 
on uppen her Defects with foreign Charms, I 
might das Aw ſhew my ſelf a Man, in 4 
Battle ſo dreadful. -But her Cruelty ſem'd to exceed 
that of the Tyrants of old, who joined the dead to 
the Living, by obliging my Eyes ftill to view the 
Cn lay by me, with her Looks difappointing 
Enjoyments her Embraces implor'd. 
„ Way fo cold, Why fo cold, faid ſhe, to Love 
„ ſo warm as mine? have we already changed our 
« Years, before we have * . — odious 
« Icy Impotence con thy vv mine 
6 flows hot an 657 l Teh? Where is that vi- 
« gour ſo endearing to the Cardinals Niece? weak 
and filly is that Appetite, that is kept up with Cor- 
* dials, while a ſtomach | and robuſt digeſts 
«© the coarſeſt-Food, Rouſe, Rouſe up your Man- 
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&« hood, nor baſely tum your Back in the Day of 
* Combate,, If Deſire be wanting, let Pity prevail, 
* and by a tender Embrace, fave the Life of your 
« Protectreſs.” | 
_ AsR4aM'p of my ſelf, I deſir'd the Curtains might 
be drawn, that Darkneſs might give me that Courage, 
which the Tapers deſtroy d. She denied my reaſona- 
ble Requeſt with the Aſſurance, that ſo I ſhou'd rob 
my felt of the greateſt part of the Joy, I ſhou'd re- 
ceive from ſo ſtrange a Metamorphoſis, as my Careſſes 
wou'd produce. ; 
To this a mutual filence enſu'd, and our inviſible 
Conſort began a Melody fo enchanting, that it warm'd 
my Blood, and gave me Courage, (though with my 
Eyes ſhut) to throw my {elf at once into her Old wi- 
ther'd Arms. Strange Miracle of Magick, in that 
moment, I found Delights ſo tranſporting, that words 
can't expreſs; having never felt ſuch before, with the 
moſt charming of the Sex, and now in full poſſeſſion of 
the Joy, without Fear of diſappointment I open'd my 
Eyes, when moſt agreeably ſurpriz d, I found in my 
Boſom, inſtead of an old wither d Paralitick Hag, a 
Lady young and blooming, and every way moſt 
charming in . and Face, full of eager Love, oy 
ing, curling, and twining, murmuring, expiring in 
— wild Feftake of Pleaſure. 19 Ds 
Tuis added ta my Wonder, as much as my Joys, 
Fer me a double return of that Appetite, Which 
er former horrid Figure had utterly deſtroy d. She 
was ſenſible of the Change, and ſmiling, ask'd me, if 
I wou'd wah 7 have the Curtains . or — yho 
apers any longer to give me a Sight ſo diſagreeable? 
5 4 = Darkneſs, Rid I, come, between-this God- 
« deſs Form and my Eyes! But tell me, thou Circe 
«- moſt charming, whence this ſudden and wonderful 
Change? What Power? What Magick? What ſwift 
* Medean Art cou'd revive this bluſhing Marin of 
« Youth, from that ſhutting Ey ning Twilight of de- 
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1 crepit Old-Age? From Deformit of moſt ſhocking 
« to Beauty more than Earthly ? If I have found 97 
« Favour in your Heart; If Fantaſio has an Race 
« to the continuance of a bleſſing, which 2 
0 ble Fortunes cou'd never have expected, 8 his 
« ]ab'ring Mind, Gatisfy his reaſonable Curioſity, let 
« him know whether he be yet in a rapturous 
« Dream, or whether it be in your Divine Art to 
« reſtore it as often as his Amorous Soul ſhou'd de- 
« fireit?” 

AFTER the Heat of our Dalliance had given 2 
Ceſſation to our Warfare, Invidioſa related her 
Story in this manner, while all the Graces of Utterance, 


and Harmony of Voice attended on her Words, 


E 
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The Hi jor of Biancha Pamfili, or Iich 
5 Marriage to a Franciſcan Fryar. The 
of f bis Treachery. Her Ne to 


now un Her St Pp 
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= ziifves me, m 2 Fo, W 
ROE | not. Fate more 7 Y 1 Bb 
all. ancha,, you ſhould ſpend all —_ Life ig 
Bll Pleaſures, like thoſe, you — ſo _ 
bad a Taſte of: But thy Deſtiny, I fi 

is to wander about the World a long while, without 
any ſettled abode of Continuance. But I will arm, thee 
with ** 1 far as lam able, i dec 
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ence of a dark malignant Planet, that menaces thy Ru- 
in. But of that hereafter, when the Intervals of Plea- 
ſure allow us a Calm of Prudence to weigh Things, 
as we ought. 1 ſhall now only give you a ſhort 
Abſtract of my Hiſtory, and Origin of thoſe Wonders 
you are now ſo ſurpriz d at. | 

I Draw my ſelf from the noble Family of the 
Pamfili, a Houſe ſufficiently illuſtrious in Rome. But 
my Father being of the younger Branch, and too ex- 
travagant in his Expences, lett my Mother and my 
{elf but ſeven thouſand Ducats for our Maintenance, 
and my Power. That Fortune, however had been enough 
to have marry'd me gentecly, had not the Villainy of 
two Franciſcax Fryars, at once put an End to my Hopes, 
as well as Happineſs. 

My Mother had been always a mighty Devotee to 
the Franciſcan Fryars! and her Confeſſor was then of 
that Order, when my unhappy Beauty happen'd to 
wound a young jolly Fryar, ſtudying in that Convent 
at that Time. My Mother was wiſhing, that 
her Confeſſor would recommend ſome Pretender to 
my Love; not doubting but one of his Recom- 
mendation would make us both happy. After ſhe 
had often preſſed him to this Office, and having 

of the Villainy with his Brother Bernardo, in 

Bis Viſit to my Mother, the ame Diſcourſe ariſing, 

he thus apply d himſelf to ber, with all the Cun- 

ning, and impious Addreſs, ſo bad a Cauſe requir d; 

but * to have been ſo artificial, my Mo- 

An 3 
Pe. | 

Au fully perſuaded (aid he) that God has ſent 
his Angel Raphael to me, as he did to Tobias, to 
direct me to a Marx Husband for your Daughter. 
* For you may aſſure your ſelf, that I have met with 
the moſt honeſt, and worthy young Gentleman in 
« Italy, who having often ſeen your Daughter at our 
'« Church, in ſpite of her Veil, is infinitely in _ 
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width her Beauty and Perſon. As I was this Day 
4 laying = Office, the poor Soul came to me, ſent 
* by God himſelf, to ſhow me what great Defire he 
« has, that this Match ſhould orward. And 
« knowing his Family, his Honeſty, and Merits per- 
* fectly well, I promis'd him to break the Matter to 


« you, 

Tears was the h itical, and impious Preface this 
holy Confeſſor made to my Mother, which he heigh- 
ten'd by the following Caution, againſt our Diſcove- 
ry of the Deceit, — I muſt confels, my ghoſtly 
« Daughter, (faid he) there is one Fault, at laſt, in 
« his Fortune, which 1 will not conceal from you, 
that you may make the fairer Judgment of the 
Matter, and regulate your Conduct by what I ſhall 
* untold. — A dear Friend of his was ſet on by his 
« Enemy; on which, drawing his Sword to 
them, he could not prevent his Friend running him 
through the Body, and killing him on the Spot. 
* Though he ſtruck not a Blow nor made any Paſs3 
yet being in the Company, when the Murther was 
« committed, he has been forc'd to fly his Country, 
by the Advice of his Friends, till they had ſecur d 
his Pardon, which they will ſpeedily effect. In the 
„ mean Time, he tetreated to Rome, living here incog- 
* nito in the Garb of a Scholar, as the fafeſt Diſguiſe. 
If therefore you approve of the Man, the rout” 
* muſt be ſecret, and he muſt in the Day-time fol- 
* low his Lectures, and at Night return Home to your 
% Houſe till a y End is put to his Trouble.“ 

F TP eaſy to deceive bag who have no _ e- 
ially when Bigo Devotion prepare ay. 

ect Faith n — — he ſaid, made my Mother 

not queſtion the Truth of his plauſible Tale. She im- 
mediately lay d her Injunctions upon me to admit his 
Addreſs, and yield to be his Wife with the utmoſt 

Speed, the Exceſs of his Paſſion admitting no Delay. 
I had not then placd my Affections on any other 
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Man, or troubled my ſelf much about Love or Mar- 
rage. My. Book had been always my, principal De- 
light, and too much employ'd all my Time to let my 
Thoughts ramble in the pleaſing Mazes of Cupid. 

_ BERNARDO. was introduc'd, urg'd his Paſſion 
very. handſomely, had a Perſon agreeable, diſcover'd 
ſome Learning and Wit, which with me always 
weigh'd more, than Form or Dreſs. In ſhort, at a 
private Maſs we were marry'd; the two Fryars, and 
our Family, being the only Witneſſes of the deteſta» 
ble Nuptials. | | | 
As his Paſſion was rea}, his good Humour conti- 
nu'd, and we liv'd together, for ſome Time, to our 
mutual Satisfaction. And I was content to ſhare him, 
With his Studies, allowing the Day to thoſe, and the 
Night to my ſelf. My Mother was infinite] 1 
with the Match, and Hd. ſhe had reaſon to bleſs God, 
and her good Confeſſor, for a Happineſs we had not 
elſe obtain d. But that Devotion to the Franci/cans, 
that had betray'd me to Ruin, was the Means of the 
fatal Diſcovery of my Mis fortune. For going with 
my Mother to Mafs, at their. Convent, we came in 
juſt after one was begun. We had not kneel'd long, 
when he turning about to ſay, Dominus Vobiſcum, I 
Was * N canfounded to find him my Husband, 
I; whiiperd my Mother, that he was either my 
Husband, or one ſo very like him, as might well ex- 
cuſe the Error of my Miſtake. My Mother ſtill, full 
of her Opinion of the Order, and thinking it a mor- 
tal Sin to entertain ſuch wicked Thoughts ot ſuch ho- 
ly Men, endeayour'd to perſuade me out of my Opi- 
nion. He turn'd again on the fame Occaſion, which 
confirm'd my Fears, and alarm'd my Mother with 
Suſpicions of the lame Nature. But Ire Miſa eſt, re- 
mov'd all our Doubts, at leaſt mine, who had been 
more intimately acquainted with his Face. My Mo- 
ther, indeed, ſeem'd yet not ta yield an entixe Credit 
to her Eyes, till the Evening put it beyond * 
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verſy. When being in bed with with me, my Mo- 
ther, according to-our Agreement, held his Hands, a 
in Sport, whilſt T palPd off his Night-Cap, we di 
cover d his ſhav'd Crown, which too plainly confeſs d 
the treacherous Prieſt, $3 #4 
FuLL of Rage I leap'd from the Bed; and both 
running out of the Chamber, lock d him in, till we 
had conſulted of our Rey My Mother would 
not let me follow the violent Dictates of my Reſent- 
ment; but thought it would be Puniſhment enough to 
them, and Ignominy to their Order, to have them 
committed to the ſecular Judge. She therefore, un- 
der Pretext of ſome earneſt Buſineſs of Importance, 
ſent tor her Conteſſor, and ſecretly for Officers to 
ſecure their Perſons; which, as ſoon as he came, ſhe 
put in Execution, and follow'd her Cauſe cloſe, till 
the Judge deliver'd them over to the Biſhop, and he 
only impos'd the Penance on them of not ſaying Maſs 
in two Months; fo that, by my Mother's moderate 
Counſel _ we A ad meg en. * ri Dif- 
cov my t mpu- 
ney of the Offenders. ' © OM 55 
On the Knowledge of this Roguery of the Fryar's, 
Grief ſeiz'd too ſtrongly on the Spirits of my Mother, 
and the Shame of having been the Wife of a Prieſt 
too much affecting me in Rome, gathering up the 
Shipwracks of our Fortunes, we took care to convey, 
all our Furniture and Subſtance to Amalfi, where my 
ipnominious Fate was unknown. But the Sorrow had 
taken too faſt a Poſſeſſion of my Mother, to ſuffer 
Time and Place to heal up the Evil; fo, after a ſhort 
Abode at Malſi, the Diftemper, that had for ſome 
Time been devouring her, put a Period to her Lite, 
I WIL x not trouble thee with a needleſs Repetiti- 
on of my Grief for this Loſs; let it ſuffice, that it 
was anſwerable to the Love and GooIneſs of ſo ten- 
der a Mother. Weary of the World already, this 
heighten'd my Averfion; till Chance leading me to this 
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leaſing Retirement, in my Enquiries after ſuch a 
leſfing, I ſoon agreed with the ſeemingly wretched 
Poſſeſlor Invidioſa, (whoſe Name and Perſon I here 
yet reſerve; ) I remov'd my Furniture and Fortune 
to this Place, where I gave my {elf entirely to the 
Study of thoſe Books which the Fryar left behind 
him, which treated particularly of all the hidden My- 
ſteries of the Magical Art. But ſome Parts were ſo 
very obſcure, that all my * 9 and Study could 
ver have vanquiſh'd the Difficulty, had 1 not had 
the Luck to be jn the Houſe of the age Invidioſa, a 
Woman profoundly learn'd in that wondertul Science: 
Who finding my 2 ſo ſtrongly bent on that 
Study, took care not only to explain the Difficulties 
of my own Books, but to make me Miſtreſs of her 
curious Manuſcripts, which had carry'd the Art to its 
utmoſt Perfection; and which, at my Leiſure, my 
2 Fantaſio, I will freely communicate to your Cu- 
ity. 

- I Cox Ess, interrupted I, my Curioſity is very 
ſtrong to Things of that Nature, were I but fatisfy'd 
of their Innocence, and Conſiſtence with our Faith 
and * 

Vo labour, my dear Angel, (reply d ſhe) under a 
vulgar Error, when you imagine human Nature ſo de- 

v'd as to be able to make a Com with the 
Peri, and renounce the Comforts of a God, that 
they, in the very Fact, know to be his Maſter, No, 
no; whatever the Superſtitious and I t believe, 
the Art of Magick is a noble and celeflia Art, diſco- 
vering the ſecret Powers of Things, Plants, Drugs, 

Minerals, the whole animal and table Kingdoms, 
and all the metallick Realms * 4 Earth; the juſt 
Application of Actives and Paſſives, the Influence of 
the Planets, the Nature of the Elements, the Know- 
ledge of the infinite Number of their inviſible Inhabi- 
tants, the natural ways of obliging or compelling 
them to our Pleaſure or Service, which muſt be _ 
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ed to the Nature of their Elements; and we muſt 
know, whether the Buſineſs be fit for an aerial, ig- 
neous, aquatick, or terrene Spirit: For none of them 
are ſuch Enemies to Man, as voluntarily to do him 
any Miſchief, and moſt of them averſe to the Offices 
of mn tho' they participate generally of the 
Nature of their Element, whether Fire or Water, the 
Earth or the Air: But all are obſequious to the Chil- 
dren of Art, who * _ to reward them wit 
Delights — *. to their Perception. 7 
Bx our Skill in theſe Things, 1 2 that we can 
alter our Shape and A nce, transform the Old 
into Youth, and Youth into old Age; the human 
Shape into thoſe of Birds and Beaſts, and thoſe again 
into the Form of Man, By this Art, we can thicken 
the thin Subſtance of aerial or igneous Spirits,*cloath- 
ing them in more ſubſtantial Bodies than they natu- 
rally enjoy, and by which they may be more uſeful 
to our Pleaſure or Service. By this Means they can 
expreſs both vocal and inſtrumental Sounds; but to far 
ter Perfection than the human Organs allow : Your 
f have been a Witneſs how far their Muſick excels 
all the Throats of the Eunuchs of 7raly. 
You charm me, my adorable Biancha, (ſaid I) with 
our wonderful Account of theſe Wonders of Nature, 
kid from the — — of the Schools, and 
the Syſtem-mongers of the Virtuoſi, and diſcover d to 
the generous Enquiries of a tender young Lady, 
— Beauty of Perſon might well excuſe the Bar- 
renneſs of the Mind, and Averſion to Studies ſo dif- 
ficult and ſublime. 26s 
Tur World, (reply'd ſhe) that is, the domineeri 
Part, has always been an Enemy to the Progreſs o 
Knowledge; and thoſe great Genius's who have made 
rational Diſcoveries, have often been Martyrs to the 
— — — Underſtanding. Thus the — 
Propoſal of the Antipodes, in an t Age, call 
down an Anathema, tho now it «Truth that no 
* y 


\x68 APULETUSs Book II. 
body denies. Gallileo, Campinella, and other great 
Men, bave endur'd the Tortures of the Inquiſition for 
imparting that Knowledge which their Studies had 
fourd our. What Clamour and ' Oppoſition did the 
Copernican Syſtem meet with? When now all but 
Coxcombs allow it, and which I have frequently ſeen 
with my Eyes verify'd, when I have paſs'd above our 
Atmoſphere, and view'd it with equal Pleaſure and 
Wonder, Nay, the very mechanick Performances, 
Powers, and Motions, have been blacken d with the 
invidious Name of Necromancy and Witchcraft. 
Fryar Bacon of Higland, and even Albertus Magnus, 
have fallen under this Cenſure. Vou have ſeen the 
Performances of the common chymical Re- 
ceipts, vvhat magical Woods they will raiſe in their 
Viols. You have ſeen Diana's Tree from a Mixture of 
Silver, Mercury, and Aqua Fortis, branch it ſelt from 
its Seed, as it were, into a perfect a borous Form. 
The fame is done by Plants. What is done by the 
various Productions of Light, and a hundred other 
Infant · Efforts of the imperfect Students of Magick 
or Nature? If what they produce be momentaneous, 
unſubſtantial, and uſeleſs, it is, becauſe they know not 
the true and ſecret Way of Operation; which is a 
Myſtery above the Vulgar ; being only confin'd 
to a few, and thoſe obſcure and unknown, the Fools 
of Fi and Power ſtrike in with the Mob, (being 
equally qualify'd with Knowlege and Underſtanding) 
to ſtigmatize this Art, as the Product of Hell, and the 
Converſe with the Devi. . : 
Have you never ſeen, by the Help of a Microſcope; 
that every little Leaf is inhabited by certain little Ani- 
mals, tho too minute for the Eye without this Help 
to diſcover? Nay, we our ſelves are only the habita- 
ble World to ſome Animalcules, which you may diſ- 
cover, by a Microſcope, — in and out at the Pores 
of our Hands, or other Parts. If then, this World, 
this Earth, which ſeems fo well repleniſh'd 2 
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ble Animals, abound in ſuch infinite Numbers of 
thoſe that are inviſible; is it reaſonable to imagine the 
vaſt Expanſe of one perpetual Deſert without any In- 
habitants? Tis contrary to ' Reaſon, and con to 
the Experience of the Learned. Theſe Spaces of the 
Air are poſſeſs d by Myriads of ſubtle Spirits; ſome 
within our Atmo phere, ſome beyond it, but all com- 
municative of their Aſſiſtance to Man; and, by the 
Help of Art, Man can enable them to do what elſe 
they are incapable of. Theſe Spirits I employ, theſe 
I converſe with, and ule, in my. tarther Diſcovery of 
Nature. I have one-my particular Friend, and never 
far from me, warning me of. Dangers, and miniſtri 
to my Pleaſure and Inſtruction. The Dæmons o 
Socrates and Ariſtotle, of Cordan, and other t 
Men, were no other but theſe friendly Spirits. The 
Adepti converſe with them with ſomething more 
Safety, tho with not ſo great Familiarity as wes 
who have made their Nature our Study; and arriv'd 
at ſuch Perfection in Art, as to be able to furniſh 
them with Rewards for their Pains, which they long 
for, but cannot get without us, | 
By what I have faid, you will find that we, whoſe 


Study is to converſe with all the Wonders of the 


Creation, cannot be ſo forgetful of the Creator, as ta 
renounce the bright Cauſe of all we enjoy, for a blind 
V to the loweſt of Creatures, | 6 

« I BLess my Misfortunes, divine Biancha, (faid I) 
that brought me to the Knowledge of fo much 
« Beauty of Mind and Perſon in one Woman.” © You 
cannot then be content with the Bleſſing of my 
Mind (interrupted ſhe) in the Perſon of In vidioſa ? 
Should I reſume that Form, I am perſuaded your 


© Raptures would ſoon grow more weak, — No, 


(reply d I) © could you take yet one moſt ghaſtly, your 
« Idea ar too ſtrong fixed in my _ not to make 
me adore you in any Figure. Well, Experience wilt 
ew (fiid ſhe) whether my Perſon or Mind be more 
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« dear to vou: In the mean while, I will make an end 


8 ö — 
On the Death of the learned Invidioſa, being ar- 
riyd to ſo great a Proficience in the Art, I aflum'd 
her Form, both to ſecure my Retreat, and my For- 
tune from Envy and Robbers, But when I indulge 
my {lt in the Arms of the Man that I love, in the 
Moment of Enjoyment my own Form returns; for 
that is the Nature of the Charm I have made uſe of, 
to be ſuſpended by the vigorous Embraces of a Lover. 
But very few have been the Men that have obtain'd 
this Favour; and thoſe who could not retain the a- 
greeable Secret, have, by their ſpeedy Ruin, prevent- 
ed my Revenge; for that has been always the Care 
of my Demon, to preſerve me from the blind and 
barbarous Cruelty the Laws, made by the i t, in- 
flict on our Science. Enjoy there fore Pleaſure 
ph hes OL ANGIE Sun 1 

ugly, ou no longer in Arms 
the beautiful Blanche, Lat the &igheful — 
I Cour o 1 Wonder and P 
by aſſuring her, that I wiſh'd the double Night of 
Thebes, when Fupiter and Alcmena t the Mon- 
ſer-queller Hercules, that I might not be ſo {ſpeedily 
banid'd a Paradiſe ſo raviſhing. | 
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CHAP. XII. 


The farther Villa of Fryar Bernardo, in 
| _ ing his Patron, 1 prov'd the 
Death of the Wife, her Brother and the 
Fryar. Fantaſio's Retreat diſcover'd to the 
Cardinal. The Purſuit comes to Invidi- 
ofa's Houſe. She turns him into a fine Bo- 


PL SEE ee 


away in that Shape. 


| Hus we paſr'd ſeveral Nights in the full 

r Luxury of Pleaſure, and the Days in taki | 

| my Inſtruction in this Art from my M b 
iLove, and in Science. The wonderful | 

Effects of her Art, the ſeveral Animals ſhe had about q 


r | her Houſe, all formerly Men or Women, their Fortunes 
a their Vices, and Characters; as well as the amazing 
f Sights ſhe gave me a View of in the Earth, the Wa- 


ter, and the Air, I ſhall not mix here with my own | 
Fortunes, having committed them to a Hiſtory by 
themſelves, worthy the Knowledge of Poſterity. 
Top her one Day, that I was very much ſure 
priz d to find, that ſo rous an Injury as Fryar 
Bernardo had done her met with no farther Reſent- 
ment than Sorrow and Tears. That certainly ſhe muſt 
love him extremely, to forgive him ſo eaſily a Trea- 
chery ſo enormous. I muſt confeſs, reply d ſhe, had 
my Love to him grown in Proportion to his Man- 
hood, there had been few Faults, that I could not have 


—— — 
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my Beauty and Perſon. But as I was more a Sacri- 
fice to my Mother's Commands, than my own In- 
<lination, I never found him make a farther Progreſs 
in my Heart than Duty requir'd. So on the Diſco- 
very, I eaſily gave into the Extremity of Rage; and 
had m Mother permitted, both he and his Confe- 
derate ſhould have done ſufficient, but ſecret Pennance 
for the Tranſgreſſion. But hinder'd of that, as I have 
told you, and in the falſe Meaſures my Mother 
purſu'd, I confeſs my Rev then prompted me to 
This Study, which only furniſh me with the 
Means of obtaining it. But providence prevented my 
Crime, in the Villain's Death, in a Country far diſtant 
„ p67 mage wany-7s 66 wwe 5 3 

AVING is being expos d in ick a Man- 
ner left Rome, he b Perigerd in France : 
Where at a Convent of his Order, he fell into the Ac- 
quaintance of -a Country Gentleman, who was a migh- 
ty Devote to St. Francis. Bernardo had a cunning iofinua- 
ting Way, and ſoon won the Heart of the Coun 
Squire to ſuch a Degree, that himſelf and his H 
was entirely at his Command. Nay, he was ſo fond 
of him, that he would often oblige him to lie at his 
Houſe, though within four Miles of his Convent, 
There was no ſecret of his Life; or: Purpoſe he had, 
but he communicates it with the Fryar. This Gen- 
tleman had a handſome Wife, on whom the a · 
morous Fryar had caſt an Hawk's Eye, as the deſtin d 
Prey of his Luſt. She had now lain in about Three 
Weeks and odd Days, her Husband being extremely 
fond had prevail'd with ber to let him come to Bed 
to her a certain Night about twelve. The Squire 
having fome Scruple of Conſcience about the Matter, 
conſults his Confeſſor Father Bernardo; who careful - 


ly made a full Enquiry into the Time, by many du- 
I and — Sales that 1ed Jer des 
to the Matter. He told him, after a full hearing of 
the Caſe, that there was no great Crime to antici pate 


r 
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the Leave of the Church a few Days, provided in 


Amends he made ſome ſmall Offering for the Prayers 
of his Convent. r cage <0 

H would not enlarge the Husband's nor 
entirely forbid the Encounter, leſt he ſhould: inform 


his Wife, that ſhe ſhould not expect him; but being 


in his Chamber before they went to Bed, the Jolly 
e pe the Glaſs, and makes him pretty 
low; ſo not doubting but he would much 
T2 the Hour, he puts him to Bed about eleven and 
t, and retiring to his Chamber, undreſſes himſelf 


ready for the amorous Encounter; he ſteals into the 


Lady's Bed-Chamber, and ſoon into the Bed, nor was 
he long before he became Maſter of his Wiſhes in her 
Arms. After an unuſual Courſe of Deſire, the F 

retir' d, without ſpeaking a Word but in Whiſper.” Re- 
treating to his Chamber he ſoon got on his Cloaths, 
and haſten'd to the Door; and by the Authority he 
had in the Houſe, he caſily prevail d with the Porter 


to o the Gate and get him his Horſe. The Hus- 


awaking remembers the Aſſignation with kis 
'Wife, and immediately repairs to her Chamber ſoon 


after the Fryar was withdrawn; the taking. him fur 


the fame, was deſirous to know what was the Cauſe 
of his Return, when he had quite tir d her with Love 


already? He was not a little ſurpriz d at the foul Play, 
that had been offer'd him; and remembring the Fry- 
ar's Queſtions, his toping with him ſo late, and that 


no Man lay on that ſide of the Houſe but him and 
her Brother, he went dire&ly to the Fryar's Apart- 


ment. He found him not there, and coming to the 
Porter had from him a full Confirmation of his Doubts; 


and returns to his Wife to let her know the Certain- 
ty of her Misfortune; with which ſhe was ſu affect 


cd, that in her Husband's Abſence in Purſuit of the 
. Fryar, ſhe hang'd herſelf, and in the ſtruglings of her 


Death gave her young Babe ſuch a Kick in the Sto- 
mach, that the Child expir'd in ſuch Cries, that the 
47 I 3 Nurſe 
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Nurſe, that lay in a Cloſet juſt by, runs into the 
Room, but amaz'd and affrighted at the miſerable Ob- 
ject, ſhe ran to her Brother's Chamber, who finding 


His Siſter and her Child in this Condition, was told by 
the Nurſe, that none had been there but her Maſter. 


Tur Brother ſearching for him in vain in the 


Houſe, taking Horſe, rid out to purſue him in his 
imagin d Eſcape. He met him returning from chaſing 
the Fryar, who had taken another Courſe than to his 


Convent; and no ſooner came up to him, but calling 


© Him Coward and Villain, drew his Sword upon him. 
Self. Defence prevail'd with the Husband to ſtand on 


His Guard, and in the Heat of the Puſhing he run the 


© Brother through. On his 1623 262 ot the Cauſe of 
* His Brother's unprovok'd Rage 

- Cataſtrophe of his Wife an 
Sorrow gave him a full Account of what was paſt, 


, ound the unha 
Child, and in Exceſs of 


and the Villany of the Fryar, and as well as he could 


© convey'd him to his Houſe, where before the Family 


he declar'd himſelf the Occaſion of his own Death; 
but for the farther Security he had the King's Pardon. 

Tun Morning coming on, and Enquiry made round 
the Country, his Horſe was found grazing with his 


Saddle on in a large Common, and the Fryar a little 
- after with his Neck broke in a Pit, not taking much 


Care which Way he fled, fearing the immediate Pro- 
ceeding of the Gentleman he had injur d. And thus 
his own Villainy, and the Judgment of Providence, re- 
veng'd me upon him, without any Guilt of mine. 

Tuis Story being ended, we remov'd to Pleaſure, 


* of Body or Mind, which we wiſely diverſify d with 


the Wonders of her Art, and the Wiſdom of her Pre- 
cepts. But while thus in full Solitude I enjoy'd all 
the Pleaſures of Cities and Courts, by the Miniſtration 
of the Spirits of Biancha, Fate, envious of my Bliſs, 
was playing me fo ſcurvy a Trick, as put a melan- 
choly Period to all my more than Delights. 


Tus 
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Tu Cardinal's Agents had Information at Fund: 


that I had been ſeen publickly at Church at the Wed- 


ding of Baldmotti and Camilla, and that in all Proba- 
bility L might yet be found in their Houſe, On Ap- 
plication to the Heads of the Family, it was own'd, 


that ſuch a Perſon was brought from the Banditti s 


Caſtle, but that on the Wedding-Day I had left them, 
on Pretence of earneſt Buſineſs, and was gone 

ſuppos d to my Relations. This ous Excuſe had 
certainly been ſufficient to have ſecur d my Retreat, 
had not Laxaretto been of an amorous Nature, and 
had an Affair with a cunning Jilt of that City; who 
miſſing him for ſome Days, about that very Time, 
from their uſual Rendezvous, was every Day uncaſy 
with him to know the cauſe of that Abience, and 
what Intelligence he could give her about that Gueſt 
of his Maſter's, for whom the Cardinal promis'd ſo 

ous a Reward, 

In vain were all her Efforts on Lazaretto, he was 
too honeſt to let his Letchery get the better of his 
Truſt; yet unable to reſiſt the Importunity of his 
Miſtreſs, in the Fondneſs of his Drink and Love, he 
confeſs d, that he had been at his Lady's Farms, in 
the Baſilicate, to gather in her Rents. Tho this was 
far from giving her any Ground to gueſs at the 
Truth; yet the Solitude of the Place, his ſudden De- 

rture, and Difficulty of telling her before, and his 
Laws Credis with his Maſter and Lady, but chiefly 
her Deſire of the two hundred Crowns, made her go 
with ſome Aſſurance to the Cardinals Agent, and tell 
him, that 1 was moſt certainly hid in the Mountains 
about Malf,, and there at ſome Tenant's of Baldmotti 
and Camilla, On the Agent's examining how ſhe 
came by this Secret, ſte laid before him all the 
Grounds we have mention'd of her Conjecture. The 
Agent, to her terrible Diſappointment, made flight of 
the Information, and ſent her away little ſatisfy d with 


her Trea ; However, he ht fit to give the 
| As I * Eardins) 
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Cardinal an Account of the Matter, and in a little time 
receiv d Orders to diſpatch three or four Meſſengers 
into thoſe Parts to make a diligent Search after me. 

BIANCHA and I were one happy Night in the 
midſt of our Dalliance, when on the ſudden ſhe ſtart- 
ed from my Arms, and bid me leave the Bed with 
all Speed; for her watchful Dzmon had told her that 
Moment of the Approach of ſome imminent Danger 
to one, or both. Then going with me, naked as we 
were; into the Cloſet, ſhe ſhew'd me two Pots of 
Ointment; the Power of the one was to change a 
Man or Woman into an Eagle, the other into a Dog, 
and bid me chuſe which Shape I would aſſume till 
the Danger was over. I being apprehenfive that a 
Bird vvas more ſubject to Hazard than ſo domeſtick 
an Animal, choſe the latter. She then began to anoint 
me all over with her ſoft warm Haud, when I found 
my ſelf in a Moment transform'd into a fine and 
beautiful Bologna Lap- Dog. 17 
Tus Operation was ſcarce over, and Biancha ſcarce 
return'd to the Figure of Invidioſa, when we heard the 
whole Houſe beſet, and Endeavours to break open 
the Door: Locking me up in the Cloſet, ſhe went 
and let them in, and with a very officious Readine(s 
Thew'd them all round the Houſe. But entering m 
Chamber, they ſaw thoſe very Cloaths lying whic 
the Malice of my Enemies had ſo pertectly deſcrib'd, 
that they could not be miſtaken. This redoubled 
their Search; but opening the Cloſet, tound no other 
Animal in the Houſe but Biancha and my ſelf. They 
ſwore that ſhe had either hid or murther'd me, and 
that ſhe ſhould go with them to Amalfi, to give 
an Account to the Magiſtrate what ſhe had done 
with me. | 

BIANCHA, with all her Wiſdom, was here at a 
loſs! To diſcover my Concealment, was not only to 
9 Soph to the Ruin ſhe would prevent, but to have 
her ſelf try'd and burnt for a Witch; to let me go 

| in 
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in that brutal State I was in, without informing me. 
how to diſſolve the Charm, was to loſe me for ever, 
and to deprive me of all the Benefits of Humanity 
She deſir d, it * oblige her to go». 
to Amalfi, that they would ſuffer her to carry me 
with her, to be ſome Comfort to her in her Conſina- 
ment. But they plainly told her, ſhe muſt * nos. 
Favour from them; that they doubted not my 
Cloaths would be Evidence enough of her | Guilt,. 
when ſo powerful an Adverſary as the Cardinal ap- 
pear d againſt her, That therefore in her Favour, they. 


would carry that fine Lap-Dog for a Preſent for ia. 


Niece, whoſe Word might be of Service to her. 
Niece, g er n 


. 1 ' | 1 
BLANC HA was ſatisfy d, that without her own 
Confeſſion they could never convict her of the Mur- 
ther; and had beſides ſome Confidence in her Art, 
and the juſt Defence ſhe could make about the Cloaths; 
ſo _ there was no way of reſcuing me from theſe: 
Men's Hands, ſhe defir'd, at leaſt, that they would let 
her take her leave of the poor Animal that had fo long: 
been her Companion in that vaſt Solitude.. They 
yielded her this Favour without going out of her 
Sight, when taking me in her Arms, and feigning to- 
kiſs, and make much of me, ſhe whiſper d in my Ear 
her amorous Complaints, unable yet to know what 
Courſe to take; That her only Care was the Loſs 
of Fantaſio, or, at leaſt, a long and tedious Divorce 
from his Arms: However ſhe bid me firſt be no 
« ways concern d for her, ſince a very few Days would 
« ſet her at Liberty; and that I ſhould be content with 
the Lot that my Fates had aſſign'd me; ſecure 
againſt Hardſhips in all my Peregrination from the 
general Regard paid by Ladies and the People of 
Quality to ſuch delicate Animals. That after I had 
*« wander'd in this Shape through moſt part of Europe, 
* I ſhould arrive in England; and that in the capital 
{+ City of that fortunate Iſland I ſhould: fall into the- 
I 5 „Hands 
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Hands of a moſt learned Phyſician, the Eſculapius of 
« the Age; who, skilful in all the Diſtempers of the 
« Body and Mind, could, and did, adminiſter Cures 
« to every Diſeaſe: That in the Garden of this cele- 
* brated Doctor I ſhould find the Sovereign Herb, 
© calbd La Sana Mente, by eating of which I ſhould 
recover my Shape. That I ſhauld hear. his Name 
« in every Circle of the Fair and the Witty, as the 
* Apollo of Britain, in his double Capacity of Poet 
* and Phyſician. His Name alone, being more than 
«all the Hyperboles of Poetry, or Heightenings of 
« Rhetorick, was his beſt Panegyrick; for whoever 
12 A AN b ry 9 » knew —— 
«to a fire emedy againſt all the 
& Diſcaſes of Body or Mind.” 


The End of the Secend BOOK, 
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T beir Departure from Amalfi, and rind. at 


a Village call d Ouzane. Of the gelding the 
Parſon of the Pariſh. Their Pa 8 


to the Town f Cerino.  T he Adventures ef 


Philipino, Aretina, n Barbaro, and the un. 
luck j Intriegues of the Fullers and Bakers.. 


Fm Biancha confin'd with Iron Bars 
at Amalfi, two of the Cardinal's Meſ- 
I} ſengers went with me to Liono, leaving 
the reſt to go back after their Rn: 
Eg tion of the fil pos'd Invidioſa b 
— a0 ind * 2 to the Sea, ſo > 4 
realy to Oftia, without landing at Naples or Gaeto, 


From Liono we enter'd th Mountains on Mules; the 
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'Steepneſs of which, and the ill Roads. we met 
With, oblig'd us to make but a ſhort Day's Jour- 
- ney, taking up our Quarters at an Inn in a pretty 
urge Village, calld Ouzane. We were no ſooner en- 
ter d the Inn, but I was committed to the Hoſteſs to 
lock up in her Chamber, leſt I ſhould be loſt in that 
Arrange Place, or ſtoPn by the Curioſity of ſome other, 
as I Fad been by them at Monte Marſo. 
THz Hoſteſs was a buxom Bona Roba, and had for 
Fome time had an Affair with the Parſon of the Pa- 
Tiſh, till now by their want of Caution, or the Jea- 
hr iy of the Husband, they were not a little ſuſpect- 
ed by the Hoſt of cornuting his Forehead. The 
Hoſteſs. tdok me and carry'd me her ſelf up to her 
own Chamber, where opening the Door, I faw the 
"vigorous young Domine ready to receive her; and 
mutting the Apartment, they loſt no Time, but com - 
mitted themſelves immediately to the conſcious Bed; 
*where the Fury of their Paſſion being over, the Dame 
well pleas d with his Performance, mingling now and 
a then a Kiſs, began in this manner. Are you ſure 
„ of your Man? Can you truſt him with the Trea- 
* fire of my Life? Will he not do indeed what he is 
* to diſſemble, the better to deceive my Husband, 
L aid make our Converſation the more eaſy and un- 
.« diſturb'd? Should my dull Drudge ſuſpe& you meant 
* only an Amuſement, 11 fear he would try the Ho- 
„ neſty of Martino; and I am afraid a Surgeon has 
not Honeſty enough to refuſe a Bribe to betray his 
*« Truſt. However it is, I wiſh you could have 
« thought of ſome leſs dangerous way of removi 
my Husband's jealouſy. Fear not, (my dear Charmer, 
* reply'd the Prieſt,) I have ſufficiently ſecur d Mar- 
* tino, by a Bribe; thy Husband will ſcarce overbid 
„did he know our Intriegue, ſo much more does he 
value Money than Revenge. He's too good a Chri- 
, ſtian, poor Soul, to bear Malice, at leaſt where the 
Execution of it will prove expenſive. 
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"Having ended this Diſcourſe, and their amorous 
Dalliance, ſhe diſmiſß d the Parſon by a ſecret Com- 
munication between the Houſe and the Stables, and 
returns to her Gueſts, who by this time were as ready 


for Supper, as Supper was for them. They hop'd too 
good'a Reward for 


me not to take Care of feeding 
me in the beſt manner; ſo ſending for me down, 
they plac'd me on the Table, where I fed only on 
what I lik'd beſt, refuſing every thing but the choiceſt 
Bits of each Diſh. Before we had ſupp d, the Parſon 
J had ſeen ſo familiar with my Landlady comes in, 
with ſeveral others, among whom was a Surgeon, 
call'd Martino. The Hoſt and his Wife, and ſome 
more of the Family, and all the Gueſts, being preſent, 
the Parſon began this formal Harangue. Yon, my 
« loving Neighbours, and you my Kinsfolk, that are 
« preſent, ſhall be Witneſs of my Doings, ' Tt is aid, 
« that if thy Eye be a Scandal, pluck it out; and that 
* thoſe are happy who make themſelves Eunuchs for 
the Kingdom ot Heaven. Now it has been my 
« Misfortune to incur the Suſpicion . of my 
“ Goſip here our Hoſt, in relation to his virtuous 
« Conſort my Penitent; being therefore reſoly'd to 
« remove all Cauſe of Uneaſineſs, Quarrel, or II- will, 
« by taking away the Ground and Cauſe of Suſpici- 
on, ſo that hereafter my good Penitent and 1 may © 
% converſe with all the Freedom of two of the fame. © 
« Sex; I have already made my Will, and diſpos' d of 
my temporal and ſpiritual Affaits; and that, as a 
8 Chriſtian and an honeſt Man ſhould, do heartily 
forgive all my Enemies: Particularly I declare, that 
it was not only by my Conſent, but by my De- 
« fire, that my honeſt Friend Martino the Surgeon un- 
&« dertook this Operation upon me; and that therefore 
« if any thing happen d amiſs, or otherwiſe than the 
« Skill of fo great an Artiſt promisd, he has my 
6 hearty Pardon before all the Company.” 


Tus 
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Tux Company were ſome ſurpriz d, and others 
concern'd at what the Prieſt ſaid, while the Stran 
and Travellers could not well tell what he defign'd by 
his Speech; till now the Parſon being. difrob'd, and 
bound faſt Hand and Foot, the Surgeon takes out his 
Tools, and ſoon goes to Work. The Prieſt was not fond 
of parting with his Witneſſes of Manhood, but had made 
a ſecret Bargain with the apa oy to make a Flouriſh, 
and ſo pretend that he had perfectly gelt him; but the 
Husband, not without Cauſe ſuſpecting his Familia 
rity with his Wife, as ſecretly gives the Surgeon 
double the Money to go through ſtitch with his Work, 
and to make the Parſon an Eunuch indeed, by that 
means to puniſh him for what Injury he had done 
him, and prevent the like for the future. 

Tux Parſon lying now at his Mercy, whoſe Money 
he had already receiv d, his Deſire of that of the Hoſt's 

88 wich him at one Slice to ſhave the Parſon ſo 

{, that ſpoil'd his rutting as long as he liv'd; adding, 
that he did not uſe to make a ſeſt of his Operations. 
The Parſon fwoon'd away, the diſconſolate e did. 
the like; the Husband and . were pleas d at 
2 Execution, and the Man of God, the Blood being 

d, carryd home to his own Houſe, where what . 
became of him I know not: For with the firſt Ap- 
pearance of Day we ſet out from the Inn, wiſhing 
Cart Hoſt always ſuch Revenge on the Invaders of his 


Having now paſe d the Mountains, we arriv'd at 
Cerino, a Town of much leſs Conſideration than for- 
merly, which the frequent Ruins demonſtrate. In- 
ſtead of an Inn, we went here to the Houſe of the 
moſt topping Baker in the Place, who was a Relati- 
on of one of my Guard, and ſeem'd a civil, good-hu- 
mour d, honeſt Fellow enough, deſerving a better, 
Fate than ſuch a Devil of a Witc as he had: For ſuck 
a Tongue, and ſuch a Tail, both at Bed and at Board. 
was enough to draw Compaſſion from any Dog. in 
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Chriſtendom, that knew but halt ſo much as 1 did 
of the Sex. For there was not one Vice in Nature 
and ſhocking from which ſhe was free 

her Mind being the Drem, or Common-ſhore, ot 
Wickedneſs, where the ſeveral Channels empty'd 
themſelves of their offenſive Filth and Naſtineſs. She 
was miſchievous, cruel, drunken, obſtinate, ſtubborn, 
froward, impertinent, and ſaucy: In baſe Rapines 
avaricious; in ſhamefu] Expences profuſe; a Foe to 
Fidelity, and an Enemy to Modeſty; deſpiſing and 
trampling under Foot all the Duties of Religion; ſhe 
M ll — — vi — 2 
f t Vices, that t - 
pocrite always was ſeen in the falſe Zealotz yet log 
while deceiving the World, and her own wretched 
Husband, in ſpite of her daily Morning Whets, and 
continual Aduker. e 
1 Cardinal's Men had ö = Fora 
excurſory 85 on their Maſter's Bu- 
ſine, and — to Ph þ man arm they had in 
thoſe Parts, leaving me to the Care and Protection 
of this pious good Wife of the Baker of Crrino. My 
Beauty and Figure, that would charm a Care from 
People of-any Soul, had no Effe& upon her; a uf 

Bit and a Knock n Day. 

Uſage fo uncivil and barbarous 1 reſented, relotving 
ſome way or other to be ſufficiently reveng'd on her 
for my Treatment, This made me 'more curious in 
ing her Actions, nor was ſhe over-cautious of 
concealing her Amours from the View of a Creature 
that could not diſcover her Secret; ſo that I ſoon per- 
ceiv'd in her Husband's Abſence a young Fellow re- 
fort to her Chamber, and poſſeſs even her Perſon; 
Beſides whom, there was an old, fat, greaſy Bawd, 
the Go-between of theſe worthy Lovers, who was 
ſcarce ever from her; and with whom ſhe frequently 
. conſulted, in the midſt of full Glaſſes of good Wine, 
and plentiful Breakfaſts, of which I could 8 
: AS. © 
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Share, how with the moſt Addreſs and ſubtle Ways 
ſhe might abuſe her credulous, good-natur'd Husband. 
One Day among the reſt, in their ſecret Conterence, 
] heard the old Bawd deliver her ſelf in this manner, 
tho' in a low Tone, to avoid being over-heard by any 
of the F..mily. | 

« As for your t Gallant, RINGS 
(Aid the old Bawd) you may do with him what you 
« pleaſe, having without. my Advice admitted him 
% to your Arms; tho ſluggiſh, and fearful to a de- 
60 unſu le: Who: ſuffers his Fear, and terri- 
«-ble-Ap of the horned Beaſt your Husband, 
to dilappoint violent Deſires and Expectations, ' with 
* more than Husband-like Coldneſs and Impotence. 
4 is as neceſſary in Love as War; for he 
that's atraid of his Enemy in either, will never 
* meet with Honour, but ſhameful Diſgrace. Ah! 
Find uy Dame, did you know but Philipino, what 
< another Man is he? How, much more worthy of 
« Embraces?- So enchanting, handſome, young, in 
the very Bloom, liberal, ſtrong, conſtant, and active 
10 22 all the diligent, but mefficacious Cares ot 
* the jealous H He is only worthy the ſtollen 
Favours of every Wife, and he is only worthy of 
« a Crown of Gold, it it were only the Trick 
++ he lately put upon an old, jealous, | troubleſome 
« Coxcomb, with admirable Preſence of Mind and 
* Addreſs: Hear but the Adventure, and then you 
will be able to make the Compariſon between the 
different Qualities of Gallants. , 
ov know Signor Barbaro, an Alderman of 
* this Town, whom the Mob, for the Sourneſs and 
Severity of his Temper, call the Scorpion. This 
Man has a young charming Wife, adorn'd with all 
the Beauties of Body and Mind that can render her 
deſuable to the Young and the Amorous. This 
* Treaſure by the Husband is kept under the ſtricteſt 
« and. moſt watchful Guard imaginable W — 
Arat « Ac 
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* Acceſs or Attempts of all who may wiſh to poſ- 


% ſeſs it. 22 1527 52 
__ © CEgrrTainry (interrupted the Baker's Wife), I 


* know Arerina my School-fellow very well; for it 


is of her and her Husband you now diſcourſe.” 
_ « You are already therefore acquainted with the whole 
Story (reply'd the Bawd) of her Amour with Phi- 


% lipmo?” Not with one Word of it, (aid the other) 
but I long to hear it, and 1 beg you, my dear Mo- 

< ther, to tell me every Particular in its due Order.“ 
Tux loquacious Bawd took her Word at the firſt Re- 
bound, and clos d in with her Deſire in this manner. 
* Txzs Barbaro being oblig'd to ga to Naples on 
ol by no 


extraordinary Buſineſs, with which he 


means diſpenſe, fearful of, and deſirous to preſerve 
« his own Peace, and his Wife's Honour and Chaſtity, 


* with the utmoſt Caution and Care in his Abſence, 


« he took theſe Meaſures. He had a poor old Slave, 
* or Servant, calld Myrmitlo, whoſe Fidelity he h 


often and long experienc'd. | To this Argus he ſe- 
- « cretly commits'thc Cuſtody: of his Miſtreſs entirely, 


* threatening him with Impriſonment, violent Death, 


* or Famine, if he ſuffer'd any Male Creature fo much 
nas to touch her with the 'p of his Finger in his 
_« Abſence, aſſuring Myrmillo o 


« of his Threats with a thouſand horrid Imprecations 
« and Curſes: So leaving him with Fear and Dread 
* enough to make him a cautious and watchful Guard 


on his Wiſe, he with abundance of Security ſets 
cout on his Journey. 


« The anxious Myrmillo having ever his Maſter's 


Threats before his Eyes, never ſuffers his Charge to 
* ſhr out of Doors; nor is he ever abſent out of her 


* Chamber when at Work, wer her almoſt 
to every neceſſary Occaſion with a Diligence un- 
- . 
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. « Philipino not to hear ſomething of Charms ſo ex- 

* traordinary; but that which gave him the. greateſt 
Spur to the Attempt, was the Reputation of her 
. * own Chaſtity, and the Vigilance of her Keeper, 
both Obſtacles worthy his Induſtry to overcome. 
. * Puſb'd eon with this far Ambition, and tho- 
0 roughly d againſt all Events, he draws down 
de all his Forces, and employs all his Stratagems to 


*« ſtorm or undermine the tenacious Diſcipline of this 


„ Houſe. Being already ſenſible, that all human Fi- 

« delity was frail, and that there was no Difficulty ſo 
* great, or Fortifications ſo impregnable, but were 
* perxvious to Gold, and that Money would burſt open 
& Gates made of adamantine Rocks; a lucky Oppor- 
_ * nunity throwing Myrmillo all alone in his way, 
* taking hold of the Fore-Lock of Occaſion, he ad- 
« drefles himſelt to him, plainly diſcovers his Paſſion 
*«« for his Miſtreſs, and begs his Aſſiſtance in an Amour 
% which could not be compleated without him; that 
« he muſt periſh without Fs ſpeedy Conveyance of 
„ him to the Arms of retina. That he ſhould con- 
e ſider the Matter was very eaſy and feaſible, . and 
« carry'd no terrible Difficulty that ought to frighten 
« or deter him from the Undertaking ; ſince be 
* coming all alone, under the convenient Cover of the 
Shades of the Night, could, by his Help, gently 
« ſtcal into the Houſe, and after a little Stay in his 
« Lady's Chamber, return out again the fame Way 
«. without. Obſervation. To this caſy Draught of the 
Matter, pulling out a Handful of Gold, he added the 
Wedge that Bon ſplit in Pieces all the Fidelity of 
this formidable Guard, when he heard him aſſure 
« him of twenty Pieces of that Gold for his 
.« Miſtreſs, and ten for himſelf, the Moment he was 
* admitted to Happineſs. But Myrmillo confounded 
* betwixt the dazling Charms of the Gold, and the 
.« Guilt of the Propoſal, ſtopping bis Ears and his 
Eyes, he flew away from Mien! and lock d himſalf 
ee up in his Maſter's Hout. S , 
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« Bur the Locks and the Bars could not exclude 

* the tem Neri 

22 by: hog tn the Heaton ee 

2 ight yet glar'd in his Eyes, m im 

« wh dee he rich in his Mind, while 
erful 


„ with a Tempeſt of Thought, and Di- 
* ſtration of Reſolution, the miſerable Wretch is 


drawn, nay dragg d, into various and gory une 


* nions. On this ſide ſtood his Truſt and 
* to his Maſter; on that, the Gain and Reward of 
his Treachery; on this, his threaten'd Puniſhment; 
on that, his promis'd Pleaſure. - But powerful Gold, 
* at laſt, drove the Fear of diſtant Torments and 
Death out of the Field, and left it to the preſent 
Satisfaction. This Conteſt was not of a Moment, 
but extended its Diſquiet to the perpetual Invaſion 
of his nocturnal Cares, and the deitin d Hours of 
his natural Repoſe; the Luſt of Gold, and Peſt of 
« Avarice, having now taken full Poſſeſſion of his 
Heart; and tho his Maſter's Threats perſuaded his 
Stay at home, yet the Syren-Voice of the bewitch- 
ing Gold call'd him abroad. Thus vanquiſh'd by 
* this he goes to his Miſtreſs, and without Heſitation 
« delivers the Meſſage ſent by him from Philipins; 
the Woman, following the genuine Levity of her 
« Temper, ſurrender'd immediately her Ho- 
+ nour and Chaſtity to the execrable Metal. ; 
* MYRMILLO, over. joy d at the Succeſs of his 
« Nepotiation, on all the Wings of Defire to touch 
«« and poſſeſs the charming Gold he had ſeen, flies to 
the tranſported Philipino, informing him of the Ac- 
« compliſhment of his Wiſhes, by his ſingular La- 
* bour, Induſtry, and Addreſs, impatiently ng — 
« Reward of his Infidelity: And with a greedy Hand 
c receives the ſhining Oar, which till then was ſcarce 
ever Maſter of the Bulk of Braſs or Copper. 
„Tux Night comes on, Philipino's ſufficiently diſ- 
and the haſty young Lover na Ad 
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* Myrmillo to His Maſter's Houſe, and Miſtreſss Bed - 
«© Chamber. But as Pleaſure ſeldom comes fincere to 
Man, while the young Lovers make their firſt Ob- 
* lations to Venus, in the midſt of vigorous Onſets in 
«the furious, but tender Warfare of Kiſſes and Em- 
< braces, the jealous Husband returns, as unexpected 
* as uhwelcome. He firſt raps gently at the Door, 
«« then calls aloud;” and bounces with Impatience and 
« ſuſpicious Rage, and full of Reſentment by the De- 
« hay,” yows unheard of Puniſhments to Myrmillo. 
But he quite confounded with-an Evil fo ſudden, 
«« Joſt in the Terrors of Fear and Apprehenſion, 
« *knew' not what Courſe to take, or what Reſoluti 
ons to follow. At laſt, the only Excuſe he could 

make to his impatient Maſter,” was, that the Dark- 
« gneſs of the Night, and the want of a Candle, would 
not let him find out the Key, which in Diſcharg' 
* of his Truſt he had Rid with that Care that he 
« not readily come at it. 

Tux Noiſe by this time alarm'd Philipino, who 
* ſnatching up his Cloaths, and leaping out of Bed, in 
„the Hurry ran out of the Chamber without his 
* Shoes; and coming near Myrmillo, he then open d 
ve the Door, and let in his Maſter full of Oaths and 
Exccrations, who ran directly to his own Cham- 
« ber. The Lover was diſmiſsd, the Door ſoon 
I faſten'd, aud Myrmillo retires to his Bed. But as 
* HBarbaro the next Morning was leaving his Chamber, 
< he ſpies theſe ſtrange Shoes ſtanding under his Bed; 
« and taking them up; tho” he pretty well gueſs d b 
„ them what was done, faid not one Word to his 
« Wife, or any of his Family, of his Intentions; he 
© orders Myrmillo to be bound by his Fellow-Servants, 
<© and dragp'd out into the Street, in order to carry 
him to Priſon, reſolving by that, or worie Paniſh- 
ment, to find out the Adulterer, ; 

As he thus march'd along the Street full of tu- 


* multuary Thoughts, a "> 
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by his Fellow-Servants, 
<« tho' not yet convicted, yet charg d too home by his 
« Conſcience, wept molt abundantly, and ſent 

«« moſt pitiful Complaints to move Compaſſion in his 
« Maſter and thoſe that beheld him. Fhilipino came 
by, and eaſily gueſſing the Matter by the Condition 
of Myrmillo, taking Counſel from the preſent Exi- 
« gence of Affairs, and the Readineſs of his Wit, 
« with his wonted Conſtancy, and handſome Aſſu- 


| % rance, driving away the Servants, he falls on Myr-. 


& mills, loud in Words, and ſeemingly very fierce in 
his Blows, tho he diſguis d his Rage ſo well, that the 
« Beholders ſav more, than the Captivefelt,” © —You 


« damn'd confounded Rogue, (cry d Philipino) worthy 


« not only of theſe Chains, Priſons and Dungeons, 
< nay the Gibbet it ſelf, who Yeſterday durſt.ſteat 
« away my Shoes while I was bathing my ſelf in the 
« Bagnio.  larfarge 

« Hg being taken off, with much ado, by the 
« Maſter and Servants, full of deſperate Threats, and 


- ” 


« counterfcited Rape, went his way. Barbaro by 


* this imagining his Suſpicions ill grounded, and his 
« Servant till innocent, returns back to his Houſe; 
« ſets Myrmillo at Liberty, with a Lecture not very 
« ſevere againſt the Sin of his Theft, giving him the 
« Shoes, with Orders to return them immediately to 
« the Owner; thus handſomely -banter'd into x Secu- 
« — in his Wife's Honour, and his, Servant's Fide+ 
ty.“ Aut 
Tn old eternal Tatler had ſcarce done her Story, 
when the Baker's Wife burſt out into theſe pious Eja- 
culations, Thrice happy (ſaid ſhe) is that Woman 
« who is bleſſed with a Friend of that Conſtancy, 
and Vigour of Body and Mind! While 1; wretc 
© Woman! have met with a Gallant ſo; timorqus a 
« cowardly, that the very Noiſe of the bolting Mill, 
„ and the Sight of his own Shadow, ſtrikes with a 


« pannick Terror. Well, reſt you * 
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the old Bawd) at the Hour appointed I'll bring you 
« this brisk, this witty, bold Lover.” So having 
fix'd the Time that very Evening, the left the longing. 
Wife to wait for the happy Moment. 
Bur to waſte the tedious Minutes, this pious 
chaſte Wife employs her ſelf in preparing a noble Col- 
lation; ſhe racks off the rich Wines, ſeaſons the pro- 
voking Soup with forc'd Meats, and ſets her {elf out 
to 9. be every Part of his Reception the more agree- 
able to ſo meritorious a Gallant ; waiting his adulterous 
Approach as that of ſome Saint or Divinity. The 
Husband was very opportunely to up with a 
Neighbour and jntimate Friend of his, a Fuller by 
Trade, and one of the topping Burghersof the Town. 
Tus Sun was now gone to illuminate the other 
half of the Globe, and | our Hemiſphere to-the Do- 
minion of Night; when the dam Bawd, moſt 
al to her Time, returns with the forward adul- 
| Boy. _ g had TR yet ſhaded his 
Face, capable of rai isfying the too cri- 
— too common Paſſions 2 
as the Ladies. With open Arms ſhe receives him, 
and * „ the ſtricteſt Embraces, and 
all the ſoft Welcomes that eager Wiſhes and Love 
could * — | 
Tux firſt Hurry of Love being over, they fitdown 
to the Table. But, as the malevolent Planets ordain'd, 
he had ſearce yet done with the Soup, and the 
firſt Diſh, but the intruding unexpected Hu comes 
home. The pious good Wife having given him to 
ten thouſand ils, and wiſh'd his Neck broke for 
his curſed Interruption, throws an empty Trough (in 
which they us d to bolt their Meal) over him, and 
removes the Table into the Cloſet; Having thus dit- 
pos d of her Gallant and Feaſt, with her native Cun- 
ning diſſembling her Guilt, ſhe belics her fearful Heart 
with a Countenance unconcern'd, and with all the 
* cc 


* 
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his ſudden Return, and of his leavin pi / e- 
par d for him by his Neighbour and his Tok {96-2 
' Wren, ſighing with'a Groan from his very Heart, 
« Als! faid he, unable to bear the intolerable Wick- 
« edneſs of a profligate Woman, I fled away home. 
Good Heaven! what an Age do we live in! What 
*« Woman have I ſeen! how Faithful, how Sober in 
4 pen and yet how has ſhe moſt ſhametully, 
« defil'd her ſelf with the moſt enn 8 
* ſwear to you by the Bleſled Virgin Mary, I can 
« ſcarce credit my own Eyes againſt Per- 
Tux Wife's Curioſity being raisd by theſe odd 
Exclamations of the Husband, ſhe could not reſt ſa- 
tisfy'd till he gave her a full Account of the Adven- 
fure: 4 to avoid Nn 10 _ ife's un- 
iet Devil, began a Relation whi ittle thought 
near a Re his own Caſe, "ik | 
„Mx Friend the Fullers Wite having till this Mo- 
„ment maintain d the inconteſted Reputation of a 
Woman of ſevere Honeſty, governing her Family 
« with Modeſty and Diſcretion, and a 5 Fame 
« of Chaſtity, has now at laſt facrific d all to the cri- 
« minal Embraces of an Adulterer. She was not 
content to enjoy daily the impious Thefts of an 
* aduſterous Love with her Gallant, but knowing the 
« Appoittment, was yet in his Arms when we came 
„home to Supper, Arriving ſomething earlier than 
« ſhe expected, the readieſt way her Surprize could. 
„ furniſh her with, was to clap him under a wicker 
< Flasket, ſhe cover d it with ſome Cloaths wet with 
« the warm Sulphur, and ſtrew'd all about it fine Pow» 
« der of the fame, as a Heap of white Linnen juſt 
« working in the Trade, Having thus ſecurely, as ſhe 
thought, conceal'd her Gallant, we being come in, 
„ the fat down with us to the Table without. any, 
* Concern. But the Youth almoſt ſuffocated wit 
the Smoak of the Sulphur, was forc'd' by its Na- 
ture to a frequent Sneezing ; the Noiſe comin — 
8.4 «44 F 
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« behind his Wiſe, the Man, the firſt, ſecond, 
and third time, cry'd, God bleſs her; but the. 
* Sneezing ſtill redoubling, he ig ages the Matter, 
« and pulling away the Flasket, he makes a Diſco- 
every that perfectly confounded us all, a young Man. 

for Life, and breathing almoſt his laſt 


Breith The. Husband full of Rage calls for his. 
t. t 


« Sword, to kill the oor Wretch hy juſt ex- 
«' piring on the Floor before us. : 
* I Hap much ado. to ſtop. the Execution of his 
« Revenge, by urging the common Danger from ſo 
« wiltul a e him, that in a Probabi- 
« lity the Sulphur had done his Buſineſs to his Hands, 
« without involving us in the Guilt of Blood, Not 
% yanquiſh'd by my Perſuaſions, but the preſent Ne- 
* ceſlity, he carries him out into the next Alley, there 
&© to leave him to periſh alone. In the mean time I 
« perſuaded the 75 Wife to withdraw a little while 
to ſome Friend or other till her Husband's Rage Was 
.« appeas d, which now in its fuſt Exceſs might pro- 
duce ſome evil Conſequence too fatal to both. Thus 
* ſick of my poor Neighbour's unlucky Entertainment, 
I immediately retir d to my own Houſe,” 
Tre Baker's Wife, with a Zeal as ſhameful, as 
falſe, and impudent, as ſoon as ſhe had heard her Huſ- 


band's Relation, burſt out into a Volley of Execrati- 


ons, againſt the unhappy Wife of the Fuller; calling 
her and impudent ; a monſtrous Diſgrace 
to the whole Sex, who aying aſide her Modeſty 
and Chaſtity, trampling on the ſacred League of the 
genial Bed, had. ſtain'd her. Husband's Houſe with 

filthy Infamy ot the Brothel; and having loſt the 
Dignity of a Wife, was miſerably fallen into the 
Scandal of Proſtitution : Concluding her paſſionate 
Wanne with this Sentence, That ſuch Women 
ought to be burnt alive.“ Let ſenſible of her own 
ſecrtt Guilt, and admoniſh'd by her own ſordid Con- 
ſcience, and fearing ſome like Accident of pan, 
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and to ſet her Gallant free from his trouble ſume Con- 
finement, ſhe every now and then was perſuading 
her Husband to go to Bed in Time. But he, 
having loſt his Supper at his Neighbour's, was han- 

y, and order d her to ſpread the Table with. ſome- 
thing to eat. She (peedily complies with his Deſires, 
that ſhe might o at leaſt be rid of him the ſooner, 


vet much againſt her Will giving her Husband what 


ſhe had provided for her Gallant. be 
Tux Supper being ſet, I d my {lf to the 
good Man, not Peas a Morſel from the abominable 
ife, whoſe laſt Scene of Impudence had rais d my 
Indignation to Reſolves of Revenge, by diſcovering, if 
1 could poſſibly do it, her favour'd Gallant hid under 
the Trough. The good-natur'd Hushand took Care 
of me as the Truſt of his Ftiend and Relation, and 
fed me moſt plentifully, tho not without many a Kick 
trom his ill- natur d Wife, My Belly now full, I ran 
ſmelling about the Trough, to make him take Noticeʒ 
but in vain, the Wife averting his Notice by ſome Art 
or other; till at laſt I found one of his Hands without 
the Trough, ard ſeizing it with my Teeth, gave bim 
ſuch Squeezes, that ſtriving to get his Hand under lie 
Shelter, he quite tumbled it ever, and diſcover d the 
Shame of thelewdeſt and moſt impudent of Women. 
Tu Baker not at all mov d with this Manifeſtation 
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one Bed may be the pleaſing and undiſtutb d Scene 
of both our Enjoy ments; for 1 have always Hd 
go amicably wich her, that the ſame Object that 
*+, pleaſes her muſt afford me like Pleaſure: Vet the 
 * Law will allow, that the Wife has not greater Prĩ- 
<-wilege and Authotity in the Houſe than the Huſ- 
2 „and as yet we are not on an equal Foot.“ 
Havtnd in this ironical manner banter d the young 
park, he draws him after him, tho unwilling, into 
tis Chamber, and locking out his Wife, there took 
hat an Italian thinks a Nadz Revenge on him for 
«corrupting the iage- Bed. +44 Lev 
 I'Was not inf „that if I ſtay'd behind him, 
I ſhould experience the Reſentment of the Wife for 
the Diſcovery I had made; I therefore made my way 
before him, but could not eſcape a little Sample of 
her good Will; for treading on my Foot, as by 
Chance, ſhe almoſt ſquect d my Toes to Pieces. 
"The good Man, with a Curſe on her for her Pains, 
takes me up in his Arms, and conveys'me in Safety 
Bor when the returning Sun had once again re- 
ſtor d. the pleaſing Light of the Morning. ' calling up 
ve of the luſtieſt Men he had; 'he cormmanded one 
to hold him up fairly at his Back, and the other to 
Hold his oy to the beſt Advantage, and with a Feruk 
he laid on his Pofteriors in a plentitul manner, all the 
while ſpeaking to him with a' pleaſant Contempt,— 
Bow now, my tender Bardaſh, id be, do you fo 
im providently waſte your ſelf on Women, while 
yet. you are ſo fit for Careſſes of Men? Do you 
1 ahcady purſue the Cortuption of Maids and Wives? 
* And tho' not yet fipe for the Name of an Adul- 
s texer, doſt thou court the Appellation with too for- 
ward an Ambition?” Having thus abus d him, and 
beat him ſufficiently, he turn d him out of Doors, 
without any farther Damage or Harm. This ſtout 
and yigorous Adulteter getting this unhop d 15 Py 
X L = 14 . . ay 
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livery trom Death, covering up his buffetted Buttocks, 
took himſelf with his utmoſt Speed to his Heels, > 
Tus Baker, then ſent his Wife Word to be gone 
out ot his Houle, if ſhe expected to come off with a 
Puniſhment o mild. Bur ſhe was of a Temper not 
to be humbled by Diſgrace, or won by Moderation 
but enrag'd by her Infamy, made ule of his Lenity to 
endcauour a Revenge: But her Plot being diſcover d, 
to eſcape her Husband's Reſentment; ſhe fle from the 
Place, .. "MH RF Een | 42 
eee . * 31 15 
ieee 
( | * 
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Fantaſio is brought by „ to a Ado 
maſtery of Nuns in Sar no. Af Account of 
the Amos of the Fryars and the Nuns, and 
ſeveral. of their profane Verſes, to their recluſe 
AMiſtreſſes, and of the leud Freedoms they 
doo with them the firſt Night he was there. - 


FE Cardinal's/Men being now come back, 
| and having heard of the Misfortune of their 


$4. = Kinſman, and my Hurt, they'condot'd with 
R him 2 Day or two, and then purſu'd their 
Journey to Czrife, a fſinall but plealantly* i uatod 
Town; whence paſſing through Marano and. Selefra, 
ve artiv'd at the City of Sarno. At our Entrance of 
the Gate we met with a Fryar, who happzn'd' to be 
2 Confeffor to a Monaſtery of Nuns in that City; 
and caſting his Eye very wiſhfull on me, deſir d his 
Brother, one of the two of my Conductors, to give 
me to him for a Preſent to a Lady, 2 — 
2 K 2 
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of their Order, and a particular Friend of his; how- 


ever, on finding him difficult to part with me, he 
d him two Crowns in Gold for me. Money, 
That does all things, foon diverted their Minds from 
24 me for Doma Thereſa; and ſo thoſe who 
no other Right to me but Force, for a Price fo 
«conſiderable ſold me to the 11 0 nag | 
Tur Lady he e me for, was only a beautiful 
young Nun of the Monaftery to which he was Con- 
teflor; for having long made his Addreſſes to her, he 
thought he not find a more agreeable Preſent 
than a Creature fo very extraordinary in its Kind. 

VESA RS being over, and the Nuns according to 
Cuſtom being got to the Grates, were pleaſantly en- 
tertain d every one with her Fryar. There he firſt 
zproduc'd me to the Company, and rais d the Admira- 
tion and Envy of all thoſe who could not compaſs ſo 
pretty a Piece of Gallantry. 

B v. the Subſtance of this firſt Converſation I found, 
that tho' Locks, Bars, and Iron Grates, may raiſe fine 
ſolemm Imaginations in a Stranger that ſees them, yet 
they prove weak Securities to their Virtue 
whom they encloſe, when there are Keys,” and free 
occaſional Acceſs to the brawny young Confeſſor. 
Here I perceiv d, that the religious Recluſes did not 


Always ſpend their Time in Devotion, bodily Labour, 


or innocent Diverſion; and that ſuch arbitrary and un- 
alterable Roſalutions were neceſſary Cauſes of very 
dangerous -Gonfequences; For there certainly is that 
Mapigk in Nature that is too hard for all thoſe Provi- 
ſions and Precautions of their Rules and Inſtations, 
and even legal Penalties; while in fpite of all theſe I 


found them deliver d up to the uncontrollable Power 


of their natural Inclinations. And indeed, when we 
conſider not the Frame of our Natures, nor the De- 
pendenee of our Beings on the Varieties of Objects 

t act upon us; but will, contrary to the Laws of 


aur Creation, pretend to take Heaven by Violence, 
in 
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in a wrong Notion of forc'd Methods, and bind our · 


* {elves unalterably to ſuch Laws in the doin g it As _ 


contradict thoſe Inclinations that God. has 

within us, and given, perhaps, that Power 

to in ſome Conſtitutions, t t they cannot va 4 
troul'd, but by that legal and ordinary Proviſion that 
be bas made for them; it is no wonder that we find 
our ſelves raſhly fooliſh in endeavouring to be wiſer 


than the Deity.that made us; and i of being ex- 
travagantly more divine and religipus ee our Neigh- 
bours, prove at laſt to be but y brutiſh, 


How juſt theſe Reflections are, —_— how well 

ounded in our Nature, the following Account will 
— ſhew, by the ſtrange and wild Exceſſes of 
Luxury and Luſt which my Shape gave me an O 
2 of obſerving betwixt the Fryars and the - 

uns, and between the Nuns themſelves. 
FATHER Pietro, who had bought me of his Bro- 
ther, having ſhew'd me, as I faid, at the Grate, or- 
der'd Siſter Clara, 'to whom he then made his amo- 
rous Addrefſes, to ſend round a Lay-Siſter to covey. 
me to her, | 

Wuar the Dior was. between theſe jolly 
Fryars and Nuns whilſt was carrying round I 
not; but as ſoon as I was deliver'd to Ster Clara, my 
new Miſtreſs, and ſne had given me ſuch uſual Careſſes 
as Dogs of my Merit meet with from the Fair and 
the-Fooliſh, © —Well, Father Pietro, let me fee your 
64. J (ſaid he). let me oe yoo far my — 

inſpir d your Muſe, or whether you had any other 

8 « Mi Mn) H to fire your E There 
are thoſe — Perfections in the incomparable 
« Hermione, (reply'd the Fryar) t Hat it is impoſſible 


Ne f. My to expreſs the thoufindrh Part of them, 


being too and ſcanty to convey 
« the divine Idea ſhe raiſes in our raviſh'd Mind. I at- 
«- tempt not therefore to draw the divine Hermione's + 
0 5 I only aim at E my own Misfor- 
tune 
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tune in being 4 Slave t6 the moſt obdurate; as 

© moſt cha ming of ther Sex. I therefore ſuppoſe 

Friend Da pu complaining of a mercenary ri my 
that he may obtain for Money; whom T nE ,t 
« -with the Difference of his Fate and: IR denen 
6 Nuh will ne themſelves.” Hos. 
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And wainly think that Wit wou d move? 


A only Gold can win the Fair, 
| Gold buys for tery one her Love, 
Tilke holy Cheats ſhe barters Heaven,  _ - N 
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Is: 

But there are no Hopes for me 

To aſſuage my raging Smart, 
To gain the bright Hermione © 

There is no Price, there is no Art; 
Honour: and Heaven. are bought by Gold and Pray 7; 
But Nature yields no Bribe to win that head Alx Fair. 

m * —_—_ =. 1 7 


ten ute 1a 
„Tas Verſes (aid. Clara] ate indded vety good, 
and worthy a nobler Subject:; but they fem to me- 
* alittle too profane ſorthe Author. Alas! my dear 
« Hermione, Love has always\a great Latitude allow) d 
« him; and a Soul thoroughly poſſeſs d with that Paſ- 
<« ſon, as mine is, can think nothing profane that e- 
« prefles the Violence of his Affection, or his Miſtreſs s 
Charm. 4 0 / 
-< FATHER Pietro | think (aſſum d Father Anti 
« is infum̃ely in the right; yo ms yer Mind wholly 
fix d, nay wholly ſubſiſting on the Object of its 
C Peſires, think it Profanation to apply all the Crea- 
tion, all that: Man is capable of thinking Good or 
Great, to the. Beauties of Iris? or Eyſander's Love, 
« For my part, Lal never find it in my Roll of 
deadly Sins to pay that. Adoration. to the hvung a d 
immortal, and viſible Image of God in my Tr s, 
6 war —_— it * —_— ta the _ 
mate and ſe Figures of divine Beings. I be- 
1 Jieve hat l have made on this Subject may be en- 
«\ tertaining to tha Company, and that the Goddeſs of 

ee — overeign of my — the _— 
4 Iris voi it, as a flering c E 
«Paſſion her — inſpir d. 
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An ODE. 
To Tris, by Lender: MY 


Sax n 
ITH calm Emotions I can view . 
MO a= * Calour, Feature, Form, and N 
n ſſer Beauty's Due 

) With Eaſe diſtmguiſh and expreſes 4 

Dur when — my | labring Soul, | 
_ Onward to Birth, the bright Ideas roll, | 

| Of all thoſe Beauties we bebold in you; 

My raviſh'd Thoughts their Impotence c fe ! 

For what of their united — would # 


; 5 
Poets paint Heav'n, and Prieſts their —Y 

Reaſon Faith's Myſteries exo, 

', Prophets their wondrous Vſions tell, 
Than I expreſs one only Grace 
0 all the Honours of her bea „n 
Ile them, alas! like them I . Wha 
Aud not infirut# my Heaver's 'wrang ling ys 
For all 1 n ie 

r v 24 
: — Tn *: \ viſe 


. x : o . — „ +4 


1 love you, Iris, yes, by Hean/n I do! 
But with ſo pure a Flame, 
neither Man nor Angels ever knew, ; 
For which wor May vor Angels W 


% 
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on 1 Hope ſuſſa nm,, . 
Poſſeſſion 2 e Fins Ales, 
—— coals ach ts wa; 
fi Bar for "the Feyr they do their Vorries give, 
While I, in ſpite of all the Pangs I feel, 


555 my bright Goddeſs in Deſpair and-Bell: 


| — as this ſcem'd to lame Underſtand: 
Inge it met with no ſmall Applauſt from the 
Company. | The Succeſs of Father Eerra. and Father 


Antonio, aild with Father a de 
his pootical EGorts to — „ da, 1 * 
ann man ty 


Frail Lines, — — our Fires * 
Yet go, faint Sallies 3 Jn 5 of 
If you as good, as wiſe — ; 1 
Aud from her Eyes one tender — — * 2 
Tour happy. Fortune mill in m 
Kindle the Flames of Fealouſy,. 
While I at Diſtance breath" my-Sighs\in . 2 
Ah! rob me not or of her Heut ar | ; 
Tell her, in her I only live, without — 
Tell her, 1 love, I languiſh, I deſpair, N 
Aud by the Sovereign Godhead ſwear- | 
Cleon _ be as Kenney era fair. 1 


I rene that the and: Fathers were'not.evn-- 
tent to employ all this profane Stuff to win the Hearts 
of the reli Siſters, and to fire them with tho'e 
criminal Flames with which they burnt {o-violenth 
themſelves ;. but took care to endeavour to — 
them of the Merit of their Compliance, as with a 
Duty authoriz'd by the greateſt Fathers of the Church, 
ny the Apoſtles; and Chriſt himſelf; as will be phin 
from the following Diſcourſe and Verſes of Fryar 
D.miuico. 

« I Have 2 deareſt Cleba, (aid he) that 
L you have often rais d frivolous Scruples againſt thoſe 

Ks « Freedoms- 


[ I 
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ky on have taken with qu, and thoſe 
g Love —_— endeaygur'd to 
- e — bear aud obduratg. Heart; 48 fer hat 
Band and Ligament of the whole Uni- 
9 oy be a * — ral Tbe Maker of Na- 
ture has fed it as the Principe of the 
Univerſe, without which all this ony of Be- 
* ings woularctall imo Confuſion. and Mankind —.— 
ine Day: MN, no, h how much more 
me et apart and devoted to the a hy 
Founder ot Love by o much the ew we 
24: un —— and gentle Mhiſpers of 
* 2 Paſſion to which we owe both our Being and 
Wellbeing. But that you may not think me par- 
tial to my ovvn Inclinat ions, hear what St; Arg in, 
St. Am pry nt and the othen Lights of Religion, 
« aid on this Head, and learn from them, my = 
Clelia, to embrace that as a Duty, _— you have 
<- vaioly hitherto ine nee 


Sr. Auſtin, . to — | 
Thus praiſes Tove a celefital, Flame... a tr 
Love, as the Renee of the Saul, $3.41, 
All other Paſfions ſbuula contromul. + 
St. Bernard wrote 4 Tut to. prove 
_ © How meritonions tis to lode. | 
St. Ambroſe too anathematixes 
Vom ie, or She, thai Love deſpiſ es. 
And holy Lyra makes it our rag a, 
Aub ney, none. are ſav/d without it: t 263 Yo 
A famores — — ir Snnges (1) (0004! 
Doe Mind, and Home the Matter urge. 
- And be that is Seraphick nam d, d. 10 2:7 
wear, all bo do not love are da: 1 Sy 
' Thar Love's pure Fires are heav'nly oY un Fr 
Aud fected all iti warm Deſires s wy 
From whence on Earth, ſays St, Gregory,, © I 
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Who therefore has fu lirrii S. oa 01 

= not to follow Holy N g 701% 42 ; - 
Since we from 1 8 1 

; By loving we fulfil the Lav. : 


I Percerty'y my Miſtreſs, 9 n 

tle pleas d with this laſt Copy of Verſes, b which 
he fume: her fecyet- s.{a well. d. by 

Aue): And ſhe immediately ſuffer d Father Fierro - 
to kiſs the Hand thro the Grate, While a — 
Red in a Moment overſpread her Face, The ; 
Father perceiv'd the Progreſs he had made, and tellin 
her, that all above the Girdle was due to the Liberties 
of her Friend. he therefore deſid her to remove "ng 
Clouds that hid her beautiful Boſom from. his 
She at firſt made ſome Difficulty of the Matter, 
finding all the reſt ſuficienty-engag'd-with their ſe-- 
veral Servants, and murmuring Love, and all che lpoſe- 
Expreſſions that uncontroufd Ruſt could:inſpire, ſhe: 
9 the Habit ſo far, that not * fine 
round hard Breaſts were exposd to the Fryar's -« call 
Eyes, but even almoſt dovyn to her Navel. | Fat 
Pietro Was mot able to bear the 2 Sight wee | 
any Patience, but commandin 
Gratez. convey'd it into his Boſom ten: 2 2 — 
bare. What elſe they did was under Cover, and hid: 
from my Eyes; but it was then agreed That they 
would be marry d the following Ni that Siſter 
Clara ſhould be ready-dref#d in a eee TM Habit, as he 
would likewiſe be like a Cavalier; and then they Would 
unite, as others of the Nuns had done, with the _— 
thers of their Order. 

Buess mel thought 1, what can al ches mend 
Sure never was ſuch a r as that of 2 
Fryar and a Nun: However, bein ignorant of the 
Affairs of the Monaſtery, I ſuf my Oenſure till 
Idee the Event, i — but that it would be 
gf a Piece with w ney areal en pus beter 


| 
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them. It was now. Dre Eleven a: Clock at 
Night before theſe amorous Religious could part with 
ane another. ut now the Fathers ret the 
Nuns went to their ſeveral Apartments full of thoſe 


pious Thoughts and Deſires of Man with which their 


good. 2 A. 


aer 
Len N r.. 


The Hiſtary of Siber Ihbella, and how ſhe was 


Abbau d by a Fyar as thirteen, under his 


. Pretence - , 1 1 of her for the 
Hugin Mary; with ber Adventures with the 


 Dmtcheſi of Sora, her a Nun,” the 
_  Hldreſſes and” Terter ef Father' Giovanni; 


ler Hate. far. Men, aud Love for hex own 
— to perſuade 
a berwhet" the: nyo. 


| Ser, to which ſhe 
1 Ar fle kin. 


; le ran Clara, lad not loop been got into 
ber Cell, but ſome Body knocks at the 
Door ſoftly, and bein — prov'd 
R238) Siſter Jſabella, a Nun ixt Thirty and 
Forty, who yet was: handſome enou enough to merit the 
Addrefles of the amorous Fryars. Door bei 
ſhut... ſhe claſp d Siſter cles about the Waſte, — 
hugging ber with ſome Earneſtneſß, kiſs d her with 
Auch. —— and Teal, that L. concluded it: was fame 
Gi tyar . difguisd in the Habit of. a Nun for a 
ter 1 of ehen ag without vey 
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Mx dear Clara, (ſaid ſhe). + come to paſe this 
« Night with you, to warn you, of a Folly jou ſeem 
« alteady given up to, in your Affair with the Con- 
« feſlor. I grant you he is handſome, and bas 2 
Tongue that might well excule a Woman's Frailty 
in yielding to his Deſires; but believe me, Who 


„are by no, mea al to the Pains, that a Paſſion 
« for lie dt cater ur produce: 


* a Tye on his Secreſy which his own Intereſt con- 
firms. But ſince a Woman can have no ; yo 
that a Woman is net capable of fatisfyi know 
* not why we. ſhould. run the Hazard of. Pains, that 
wp 2 all Probability muſt follow the Enjoyment of a 


; * Bxs1DEs, the Liberties too many of our Siſters 
„have allow'd the Fryars,. may one Day bring a 
Ruin on our Monaſtery, not only by a Waſte of 
the Revenue of our Houſe, which our t Ab- 
* bef, in Compliance with the Luxury of the Fryars, 
e ſuffers, without any Thougbt of the Event; but 
© alſo by the too frequent Births that have happen d 
of Children begot by thoſe ungodly Fathers, which 
by ſome Accident or other, or by a Viſitation om 
« the Biſhop, may ruin our Reputation. We, are 
* fix'd in this City, we cannot remove, muſt abide 
by the lnfamy; while the Authors of our Diſgrace, 
on any threatening Evil, remove to ſome diſtant 
Convent af their Order, and are never heard of 
More. Mob Gow rails Fo. * 
. Tis true, human Nature is not able to fi all 
tze Deſires and Appetites it has, without allowing 
x: them ſomewhat proportionable (6 the, Quads one 
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— are Ways of doin — or Boom on in- 
* curring a Sca or brin our 
«ſelves under a 7 of Men who ſet 2 


to their Will, and who ſeem fatisfy'd with nothing 
« but our Ruin. 4 4 — Fe to if you let me 


* pais this Night wit to convince Joy 
that you have no or of Par Pietro to meh Bear 
«all the Pleaſare'fo much eee 


nes. Ou 8 
r, ne fe out eue on re ron 
« 4 F855 we ſhall free our r 
ion 


as now — lies under“ 
— I Au frangely ſurpriz d (rephy d Sitter Clara) at 
* - Whit "yeh have 224 my dear l 5 am per 
4 fea! 4 of what you mean oys 1 


** betwixt the fame Sex. 1 ncy you 
* have receiy'd ſome ſtrange Injury from the Men, 
<> that are groven ſo inxeterate an Enemy wy 


» whoſe Kind” © I freely confeſz, (return d 7 pres 
the Ground of my Averſion you an ineredib 4 
«© which I receiv'd from a Pryar tn my Child 
may call it, _ not then en full t thirteen Years.” 
* Tou infinite oblige me, freply'd Siſter Clara) to 
give me an Account of your Life, which I fancy 
muſt yield ſomething extraordinary, fince it has 
given you, ſuch dee of Things as to me ſeem 
unactoumable ue wat 
Tec“ it te, a begin 
«© Mant your Nene. aſſum'd L yet ſince 
uf Curioſity overcomes K Inclinations to Sleep, 
chile you undreſs your fe I will give you 4 ſum- 
4% mary Account of my Life. 

I WIS born at'Sor4 in the Abruzzo, of Patents 
not very eminent for Fortune or Quality, yet my Fa- 
ther” $ rs was ſufficient, to give *. a gen 

am of Opicion, that there is ſome Im- 
pulſe of bf Nets, or Itifluence of the Stars, *whi 
OTE more than others on the Confines 


Venus, 
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nas. I conſe s I. cad. not know any thing what it 
_ was that Men and Women were join d Ic, yet by 
un ume was turm d of Twebre I began to have 
a great Inelination 3- thats," 1 
- mind to have a Husband. To which end 1 

ed the Convent of the Fryars, (urhere my Mother — 

all our Famiiy always cho/e-their Confeſſors) to 

"yy the Virgin Mary ti ſendi me a 4 


mp Dei. ] "had continud this Prayer 

rave ark when finding no E Rect of all 
SR to ſuſpect that I had made a {inful 

— 9 And full of th Fear I apply'd-rnyy ſeit to 


my Conte ſſar, old religious Fryar in Appea- | 
rance, his AD pk ——_ CI 


ey my — told me, he would pry. 
to the ble Fa to know her Willin that particu- 
hr; and order d me to came. to Conteſſion — — in a 
Day or two, and he would me an | 
was ovajoy'd in my Mind, I had eot ſo good an 40 
vocate in my Cauſe, aud was. punctuil ts a Minute to 
know the — Wien I came to him in the Con- 
frſſional Ceaſe ( ſaici he) my pretty li little Daughter, 
to ask a Husband of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, who 
0 22 herſelf a Maid, will have — Husband 
* Since F me ae ws I) that it is the Will 

1 « of the blefied ve and dedicate: m 

4 Virgitityto emen. Is Father com 
ed my pious Reſalution, add told me, that the — 
had order d that I ſhould dedicate it to her in ſume 
I reply'd, “ that ſince the Virgin had de- 
od it in his Church, that ſecem'd the fittelt for 
* —— Oblacion?” 12 veof your Devotion, my good 
Daughter, (ſaid he he)-and now therefore depart in 
Peace, and return in the Morning; for this Night 
n gend in Prayer to our Lady, chat ſhe would 
«y to ratify the /Datlication of thy Virginity 
%: and having — allclekn in * 


+ 


% 
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t lawful for any thing unclean to be offer d to the Vir- 
gin by her Prieſts. Take Care to be here in poo 
© Time, and alone, for there are to be no Witneſſes of 


« the Conſecration of thoſe Things of which the Vir- 


gin takes Poſſeſſion— n 
Rxrum mm in the Morning full of Devotion to the 


Virgin, he led me to the Cell, where on an Altar I 
aw x Crucifix ſurrounded with Abundance of Wax- 


Candles, and above all a Picture of our Lady. The 
Poor being faſten d we both join d in Prayer, and 
ſome Hymns to the Virgin; when both riſing up, 
Daughter (ſaid he) you muſt now take off your u 
Garment, to conſecrate it to our Lady; which having 
by his help perform'd with all the Form of Devotion, 
and Praying, and he ſinging Hymns all the while, he 
—.— me to pull of the next, and ſo till I was 
now come to my Shift, - I was a little ſurpriz d in 
Spite of my nce; but the Formality of the Co- 
remony, and the Gravity of his Aſpect, and the migh- 
inion of his Holineſs lull'd aſleep all Suſpicion of 
toul Play, and I really believ'd, this was the peculiar 
Order ot the Church, ſince perform'd in ſuch Solemni- 
ty before the Crucifix, and the Picture of the bleſſed 
Virgin, Being now only cover'd with 'my Shift, ant 
blu — all over, and with my Eyes quite ſhut with 
with Fear and Devotion, he then tells me, that I muſt 
off my Shift too, for the Virgin, and the Saints 
ing all without Cloaths themſelves, would have no- 
thing offer d to them but hat was quite naked. 
Bur J could not with all his Threats be prevail'd 


with to do that Office my felt, but ſuſſer d him to 


take it away, and leave me quite naked to his View. 


When having ſaid another Prayer, and ſung another 


Hymn, he approaches me very cloſe, and preſſing m 

cor Breaſts with his trembling Fingers, Theſe — 
little Balls (ſaid he) are thus offer d to my Church, and 
her Patroneſs the bleſſed Virgin Mary. Then ſtroking 


Wy, 
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my Chin with both his Hands, This likewiſe is offer d 
to m — — her Patroneſs: Then —— o'er 
my ks (all bluſhing hot as Fire) ing my 
Mouth, This (ſaid wy fo Daughter,. mai be taken 
Poſſeſſion of only by Mouth, when kiſſing me three 
Times, And t ruddy Lips are an — 1 1 my 
Church. Thence having paſs d from my m to 
my Belly, and taken Seizen of them, as Offerings to 
his Church, he order'& me firſt to kneel down- before 
the Altar, and fay after him theſe Words: Oh! ever 
„ glorious Virgin, I here offer thee my Virginity; and 
* my naked Body to be taken Poſſeſſion of by this thy 
«* Miniſter and Servant.” Then after a ſhart Hymn, 
he orders me to lie down at the Foot of the Altar, 
vhere my Virginity muſt be offer d to our Lady. 

In Obedience ta his Orders, I ay'd medownall along 
on my Face, in that humble Poſture to oſſer my ſelf u 
to the Virgin; when he kneeling dowyn by me, 
fitting himſelf for the curgd-Encounter, with an un- 
heard of Impiety maki Religion Pimp to his Luſts, 
gently running his Hand all o'er my back ward Parts 
took thoſe likewiſe inte. his Church then with ſome 
Struggle turning me on my Back, he preſsd my 
Thighs, and my Arms with the ſame Formality of 
Words, and ſeeming Devotion. it 462 

O Horx Virgin (faid he) who' haſt with ſo much 
geauty adorn'd this thy Votary, torm'd. theſe tre- 
mulous Thighs, this firm. round Belly, theſe ſmall 
< taper Arms, and Fingers with ſo much g 
* Symmetry, Proportion, and. Softneſs; behold this 
thy little Handmaid, and rejoice in the Poſſeſſion ot 
ſuch a Servant.” Having ſung theſe three Times 
over, caſting his Eye now to the Scene of all his Acti- 
on, and the Diſtinction of the Sex, And. this, my 
Daughter, I muſt ſeize with my Hand, as the Gate to 
that offering which: you come te- make to the Bleſ 
2 And as the Mouth was only to be taken Pot 


on of by the Mouth, ſo muſt this be by what on- 
can deliver the Offering you have broug * X 
TRUG=- 


I * 5 
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T SRU ſome Time, and urg'd, that certain- 
he exceedoi-his Commiſſion; but denouncing ter- 
Attatheria's, he told me it would be Impiety to 
carry baile — the very Thing I came 
to immolate to her, 2s 1 muſt needs do ett 
my Maiden-head with him. r re by theſe Rea- 
— and à ſort of unknown Pleaſure rais d by ' his 
artſul Approaches; ¶ ſuſſer d him at laſt betwixt Strug- 
Pu aud Conſent to take entire Poſſeſſion of my Per- 
His firſt Fury being over I was going to dreſs 


To but ee 1 got my Stift on he ſeiz d it, with this 


Aſirance: that as the Mouth was taken poſſeſſion of 


by three Kiſſes, ſo muſt my Virginity by as _ 


mbraces. The firſt Fear over, and thinking it 
my Duty, and the Pleaſure its Reward, he cafily made 
me do what he pleas'd, till great Part of the Day be- 
ing now "waſted in this new Sort of Sacrifice, dreſ- 
ing my Self, as well as I could, he diſmilfd mewith 
Sov of fepeating the ſame Exorciſm the next 
In ſhore, he cukfrated { tris Ground in ſuch 

2 1 that 1 in a little Time found my ſelf with 
Cd. I iniform'd him of my Condition, and ask d 
His Advice, as well as Aſſiſtance; he amus d me with 
Words; till finding the Secret muſt come out, he left 
ora, and went to ſome Convent ot his Order, at the 

ther End of rah. * 

My Condition was no Joriger'to be dine, my 
F ; and flew into ſuch 1 
Mage, that had not my Father ihterventd, I believ'd 
that Day had been rhe laſt of my Life; but he loving 
me more denderly than my Mother, drew me away, 
and having fully examin d the Matter gare Credit to 
my Account; and vow'd a certain R on the 
treacherous and impious Pryar, if he by a 
x fd our the Content which be was fled 
2 my Mother ſhould treat me too 

plac d me with a Friend in the Country not 
— the Villa Err ot dere. Where/T was 
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to Bed of a dead Child, the Fright my Mo- 
ther put me imo having kilfd him in mx Womb. : 
I Had after iny Travel ſome Months df Ilneſß, in- 
ſomuch thatenay 1 was deſpair d of; for oe 
diſcretiot of'the'People the News of my Fut 
tortunate Death was brought to my Ears, while 4 
labour under the Power of a Diſtemper not 
remo ed. He having by wonderful Induſtry found 
_— —— him to the — — 
120 th Fryers, and proſecuted,” wag, for the ! 
executediat / 3 — The News: broke mPp-Mother's 
Heart) and had ' very-mear difpateh's me in the fame 
Minmee. | ' Bur Yourh,” and Deſtiny preſarv d me to 
this rhit happy Hoar of my Friendſhip with the charming 
a, Which is an abundant Atonement * 
al my:paſt Misfortunes. - /'| 
WH1Ls I yet remain'd at this Friends-ot 1 ba- 


ther 's, and ſcarce fectly recover d, the Dutefioſs 
q of Sora happetid —— her Villa, and my Friend 
\ — Honour of ſome Acquaintance with her, 
h to tho miſerable Condition I was left in, a poor 
d Orphan” about fourtcen,' with nothing but ſome- . 
k tion of Beauty, and the Charity of Friends ta depend 
fr on. The Dutcheſs order d me to be brought to her, and 
0 king. my Perſon more khan I then ſolpected, was ve- 
1 rive into my Story 3 which when 1 had of 
vi her with all the Sincerity of uncautious I 
14 ſye prefs'd me in Ref Armas, n Iſa- 
a « belly (iid ſhe} Mall you be expos d to the 
ng 1 you er d hor with Monliy 2 
* «| Repreſentative' of the ' Wickedneſ e thy" Mo- 
to - the whole Sex; I will be thy Father; and 
the « ther, and will take that Care of thes u hall gem 
in dee from any future Misfortunes. 
A Snus ſuſſer d x to go Home that Night,'but OY 
WW for my Things took me into bet F Her Fond- 
| nei Was ſo extreme, thar the left 'the Ditke's) Bed. 
vas that I might be her Bed-fellow, © the Whole 
ght Night in her Arms, 


Tur 


- 


x 
— — 
\ 


i _— © PF — 
a * ban. oe WET. - py * 
— — 
4 p 


I. 


zi: APULEIUSs Book IT. 
Tu Duke was a Man of as ancient a Family as a- 
ny in the Kingdota of Naples; but had indeed little 

but his Quality and Eſtate. to render him conſider- 
able; he was not an Idiot, but ſo meanly furniſh'd 
with Brains, that no Man would court his Converſa- 
tion. The beſt (at leaſt moſt uſeful) Quality he had, 
was his Submiiſſion to his Wife in whatever ſhe com- 
manded. The Dutcheſs was the Daughter of the Duke 
of Teleſa, a Man of wonderful Wit, and an admirable 
Poet; though not very I <p; et he is ſaid to 
have made 2 very penitent End. The Duteheſs could 
not be {aid to be a Beauty, nor yet in pf 
was ſhe in the leaſt diſagreeable. She her Wit 
trom her Father, and perhaps ſome Inclinations, which 
ber Sex oblig d her to conceal more, than he had done. 
What Affairs ſhe might have had with the Men 1 can- 
not particularize, her Taſte was quite alter d, when 1 
was recciv'd in her Family, as I ſoon fodod after ſhe 
had, got me into her Bed; and her Arms. 
Ina my dear Clara, was the School in which -I 
learn d my Contempt of Mankind, and a Value for our 
Sex, which, like ſome fortunate Climates, ' poſſeſs all 
the Joys it can expect from the other; and it muſt be 
meer. Wantonneſs, and Curioſity for us to rove after 
Pleaſures from that, which ſtill bring their Pains, when 


Nature, and Art ſupplies us with greater without any 
— rt ſupplies us with great y 


ail Hap. not liv'd above three. Years and ahalf with 
the Nutcheſs,. but. ſhe was pleas d to quit this Lite, tho 


not without making a tolerable Proviſion for me. with 


this Condition, that I ſhould into ſome Nunnery 
D N 
gerous Onſets, and Treacheries of Men. | 

Tuis Monaftery of Sarno being then new built, a 


_ Relation of mine being a Nun of this Community, 1 
fully refolv'd to enter my ſelf in the fame, and here to 


| | a the World, and its Vanities, 
.& L.could,, But I find, that there is no putting off 


. 


K 


r 
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Nature, and that there is nothing but the Walls betwixt 
a religious and ſecular Life; nay, the Diſidvantage is 
of our Side, while the Deſire . is heighten d by the For- 
biddance, and Imagination, that ever enlarges the Ob- 
draws — — — 'know not, and can't well 
obtain, ſo much the more as are diſtant 
_ charming, as they 
2M this, m py Snag that fires your Blood with 
tures from the Vigour of 
Fa Pietro: Tels not but he has given . 
Sample of what you may hope for in the Poſſeſſion; for 
he is not one of thoſe who is us d to hide his Talent 
in a Napkin. But believe me r- Clara) this terry ths 
rience would be ' vain, 29d thy lemagjnation 
to a meer Diſapointment. 

Yo u that have try'd both 2 Siſter Clara) are 
indeed the beſt judge of both, but I that have — 
neither, muſt own a Curioſity, that none but Fat 
Pietro can —=_ 

THz two Siſters being now all undreſs'd, Iſubell 
preſſing the Breaſts of | Siſter Clara, and giving her a 
thouſand rapturous Kifles, cry d witha anguiſhing Sigh, 
Are theſe ſoft downy Lips to. be hurt by the rough f 
« Lips of aPiyar? Muſt this ſoft Boſom be rudely pro- 
9 und by the Hands of a Man? and this tender Body 
« cruſh'd intherobuſtick Armsofa Male-Lover!” Then 
throwing off all her own Cloaths ſhe ſtood naked to 
the Sight, and wasno unlovely Figure, her Eyes dart- 
ed Fire, and her Face glow'd with Bluſhes of conſci- 
ous Defires; while with a manly EagerneG ſhe drews 
off all thoſe of Siſter Clara, nl diſboyerd a Si A * 
deed fo tranſporting, as made me wiſh my 
Capacity of being the Fryar's Rival. 

Tavs Naked as they were —— went at t to Bed, 
after Iſabella — ſufficiently e d her Wonder at 
Fay hone and preſs'd her a t — Times 7 ber 

8, wit 7s, and Raptures whic appear'd mo 
Wit thy dl the Bad 1 know not 
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23 Clara declar d in the A * it 2 
Piegro could equal Iſabella, be raul} give. — * 
moſt equal to the; moſt fertil Imagination; aſſuring 4; 
ſalella that though ſhe was 2 to try the beet 
—— 955.16 be-prov'd {cls fuccaliful he would * 
art. 2 
As « 'were dreſſing. I/abella let fall-a Letten 
ich Siſter Clara ſnatchi ing up found a Lobe · Letzer 
m Father Giovanni. Ha] ſaid Siſter Clara, my {+ 
{abella, in ſpite of her Averfion to the bearded Sex, 
can keep a Commerce with a u l ie Time, 
the would diſſuade me from all m_—_— * 


T 5. true, anfwer'd Iſabella, Thorofor ome Time 
had this Correſpondence with this — — — — 

true, that I have made him many Advances, to 
his Heart; but I never allow d um any of Gee 8 
minal Liberties he aim'd at. A Num ould be a per- 
fect et, ſhe ſhould engage as many Lovers, as {he 
can, and get what Preſents. ſhe can from them; bat if 
yer ond of them gain ——ů — be My 

Deſires, let her always have the Prudence to — 

them by any Means-but, the Loyers . 
IHA frequently had Letters from him In: Ab- 
but 1 burn them as ſoon as I have 
a him an Anſwer; 'This1 hae not yet reply d to, 
it had not now been a Witneſs againſt me; but 1 
will read it to you, fince by ſome Part of the Con- 
tonts you , will nd. that he has never been ſo happy 
W's deſign Father Pietro: ſhall be. Read it your 
that you * Barr. k impos d on by 


1 Clara wok the Letter and read it out in 
n 75 9 
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.I 4 , 4 I tn : 
To her whom my boul foyereighly hondurs, tothe ami. 
pn Nig 
„is but juſt;/ my fair Mandi, "hit Yor 
I - ſhould be the Sanctuary of thoſe Codmplit 


of vyhich you are the Cauſe. *Condemn' me not 
I therefore if T tell yo I love; if I tell you, that you 

know it, and yet continue cruel. If I fell you, that 
after you have raisd me to Hope, yo tave {til 
+ ſomeArtifice, wal throw — — 0 5 
« ſpair. Time that has taught mea ore ny Thing! 
4 * never — apr Nen Mr wine 
it brought me to the Knowledge of the divine Man 
dana; her Converſation, and Power to oblige thoſe 
« Perſons ſhe eſteems, yet the Coldneſꝭ, and Severi 
<« ſhe always is a Pain Which we can only 
« owe to her. y let her know,” that if ſhe had as 
many Adorers, as Darts in her Eyes, or Fairs on her 
4 cad, that my Heart contairis more Fires for her 
than all that Army could boaſt; and tho their Ms 
rit and Fortune might exceed mine, yet my Fit 
« ty ſhould 'as far excel theirs?" S0 thr,” T muſt ever 
aver this Truth, that as the bright Mandanafa 
« {es all the Nymphs in Beauty and Wit, fo ſhall $ 
* ſoſtris farpas all the Swains in Coꝑſtancy and 7 5 
*The ie has raigd more” Joy in my 
« Boſom, than, have ek inc I faw yo, though 1 
« do no OG I ought to except the Mo- 
ments M your Converfation; in that yu are fo far 
from making Adyances, that you go from even 
thoſe your" Letters haye given Hopes of. I find 
however that I am not yet where I Would be, and 
that I have not that Place in your Heart, which 1 
« delire, ſince you eondemn the Irregularity of ſome 
„of my Thoughts. I live not till I ſee you, and 


"BY - WY N99 * g_— WY 


To yet my former Treatment makes me dread my 
| * Return, 


Adieu 
Tos | 


{ 
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Tuts Letter (purſu'd Iſabella) I deſign to anſwer 
by the firſt Opportunity, for an Impudent Attempt he 
made on me by Surprize deſerves. that I ſhould puniſh 
him with Hopes and Expectation as long as I can. 
The Buſineſs was this: He was then Confeſſor to our 
M and coming to give the Sacrament to one 
of the ſick Nuns, as ſoon as the Office was done, he 
comes directly to my Cell, where I was faſt aſleep, 
he opens the Door, and was got to my Bed-fide be- 
fore -wak'd;, his Kiſſes, and buſy Hand firſt rouz'd 
me, gang, by ſtraying ut my Boſom ;- I ſtarted 
from my Bed, and gave him ſuch a Thruſt that he 

- tumbled on the Ground; he ſoon got up, and would 
ſtill have perſiſted in his inſolent Attempts, had I not 
aſſur d him I would not only call out to the Siſters, 
but complain to the Provincial of his impious Endea- 
vours, He try d all Means to me, and render 
me more compliable; but finding that neither Force 
nor, Entreaties could prevail for his Eaſe, in a Paſſion 
he: lung from my Room, This Repulſe has heighten- 
ed his Deſires, and the leſs he did obtain, has made 
him-wiſh the more. And this is the Method all pru- 
dent Nun, take with their Lovers, whether Secular, or 
Neige. a 


— 
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CH AP. IV. 


Of the Marriage of Fryar Pietro to Siſter Clara. 
The unlucky Adventure of the Conſummati- 
on; which was repair d by the conveying the 
Fryar to her Cell to paſs the whole Night. 
An Acconnt of what Books the Fryars furni- 
ſhed the Nuns with. 


E Siſters being now dreſs'd, they both 
| oe went down to the Choir, I was a- 
8 IT] 1_ maz'd that thoſe who had ſpent the 
J » Night in abominable Wickedneſs, and 
bo whole Minds feem'd poſſeſs d 
—— yi nothing but the Wantonneſs of 
the Brothels, could yet think of Prayer, but that I con- 
ſider'd, that it was an eaſy Matter for them to banter 
the World with the Form of Godlineſs, who ſeem d 
to have loſt all Senſe of the common Rules of Mora- 
lity, and the known Duties of Religion. Being'come 
into the Choir, where one half of the Nuns were 
ſcarce yet arriv'd, you might ſee not only a drowſy 
Irreligion in all their Faces, but in their Eyes the Re- 
mains of the Debauches of the Night. | 
AFTER a ſupine and rechleſs Performance of the 
Morning-Office, and as negligent a Maſs officiated by 
their pious Confeſſor, they-retire to their Refectory, 
and after their Repaſt, Siſter Clara and ſeveral of the 
Nuns were buſy'd in Preparations for the Wedding in 
the Evening. It ſeems, that there was not one Nun 
in the Houſe, which. had not from her Noviceſbip 
had ſome particular: Fryar for her Friend, with whom 
ſhe was made to contract an intimate Alliance, in thote 
early Years ot Obedience learning to forget that Mo- 
deſty and Chaſtity, which ought to be the ſingular 
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Qualities of their Sex, and their Profeſſion. And af- 


ter a ſufficient Time allowed for imbibing, and firing 
the looſe Principles that were neceſfry,. they were 
with all the Solemnity imaginable made Man and 
'Wite. The Ceremony of thoſe Contracts was this: 
When any Fryar and Nun were come to this mutual 
L they addreſs d themſelves to the Kindred, 


and Friends of thoſe they deſir d. They gave Preſents, 


as Pledges of their Affection, and made Demands and 
Conditions, they aſſignd Davs to draw up the Artieles, 
to make the Contract, and celebrate the Marriage; in 
vrhich there was nothing to be ſeen but Mirth, Gaie- 


ty, and Gallantries between the Fryars and the Nuns, 


In the preſent Solemnity Father Antonio demanded 
Siſter Clara of the Abbeſs who perſonated her Mo- 
ther; Father Sebaſtiano ated the Notary that paſs'd 
the Contract, and having publiſh'd the Banes at tha 
Grate and below in the Hall, Father Dominico play d the 
Curate of the Pariſh, and aid the ſame Prayers, us d 


the ſame Ceremonies, and made the Pair ſpeak the fame. 


Words in their Turn, as they 'us'd in the common 
Marriages; there was a Ring given, and put on the 
Finger of the Bride Siſter Clara, and Siſter Brigett a 
diſguis d in a Fryar's Habit made them an Exhortation 


on the Duties of Matrimony. After which he and 


he were ſent alone to another Grate to conſumma 
the Marriage together. . | 

I Was yet too dear to Siſter Clara, not to have her 
take me with her, aſſuring herſelf that ſhe was ſecure 
an her Confidence, when whatever I heard or ſaw, I 
could not diſcover the dangerous Secret. Being come 
into that Hall or Grate, the Fryar on the Outſide, and 


Siſter Clara within, they fat down, and the good Fa- 


ther began in this Manner. — 
You have now, my dear Clara, alter d your State, 
are no | in your on Power, and what 


| Right you may have had in the Direction of your own. 


Actions, that is now intirely devolv'd upon me. Your 


Body is not your own, it is now at my Er 
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and muſt be ſubſervient td my Will; which, if you 
know your ſelf, you muſt conclude* that my Will 
and Dulire is not only to ſee, but to frel and enjo 

every Part of that beautiful Perſon: This ſecular Dreſs 
(torgaccording to Cuſtom he was dreſsd like a Cava- 
lier, and ſhe like a Lady of the World, with her Boſom 
all bare, and her Face full of Patches, and her Hair a- 
dorn'd with Ribbons) gives me a tempting 2 
of that delicious Fleſh and Blood that is now by 


ight my oven; draw near therefore to this Grate, 
foal 


open this little Door (which there was in 
it to take any thing in, and out at) that I may kiſs 
thoſe charming Lips, and preſs thoſe ſweet ſoft riſin; 
Breaſts with my happy and tranſported Fingers. 
With that he open'd the little Door in the Grate, and 
ſhe roſe up, and a ch'd it. Their Kiſſes were mutu- 
al. and ardent, prov'd ſo far from fatisfying their 
Deſires, that they only ſerv'd to heighten them — 
« Oh! my raviſhing/ Clara, twas with ſuch a Wife 
« of Snow indeed, that our Founder St. Francis tam'd 
* thoſe unruly Affections that diſturb'd his Contem- 
6 2 and without the full Poſſeſſion of this 
Wife of Snow, I can never reſt or be quiet. Before 
the Tye of Marriage all above Girdle was my Due, 
« but now all that is below is y my Right; hide 
therefore no longer Beauties I long to ſee, and ſize 
for my own. | . 

Tux Fryar incapable of Delay, attempted to 
remove thoſe Vells. himſelf, that robb'd him of « Sight 
he was ſo covetous of viewing, ſince Siſter Clara, tho 
none of the meſt ſqueamiſh, ſtepping back deny d 
him yet the Satisfaction. But rais d many Objections 
apainſt the Lawfulneſs ot the Fact, and the Vow of 
Virginity, which ſhe had already taken. To theſe he 
thus, compoſing himſelf as well as he could, reply d: 

* ALL Vows are to be conſider'd a little more 


« nicely, than Men generally do, in their Reflections 


on our Breach of any one in particular. All Vows 
are a ſort of Oaths, or Compacts, by which we 
L 2 « oblige 


e oblige our ſelves to do, or to perform ſuch, or ſuch 
* a Thing. But there is one Condition always ab- 
« ſalutely neceſſary. to them all, which is, that the 
-« 'Thing-vow'd be in our Power. For ſhould any 
Man vow to fly up into the Air, or to ſtand twen- 
* ty Years together on a Pillar, as tis ſaid of St. Si- 
-« max Stelites, or to live without Victuals, or any the 
like extravagant Impoſſibility, for mere and unaſſiſt- 
ed. Man to perform; can any one in his Wits ſup- 
* paſe higaſelt bound by ſuch a Vow, which as it was 
4 ridiculous to make, ſo it would be the Height of 
Madneſs and Preſumption to attempt to perform? 
Tis true, that by the Aſſiſtance of the divine Pow- 
er 4 Man is ca of all the Particulars, } have in- 
-« ſtanc'd; but I not what. Ground there is for 
1 any Man to expect a Series of Miracles during his 
„% whole Life, only for the fantaſtical Whim of for- 
* Gaking the common Road of Nature, and thoſe In- 
« clinations-and Deſires, which the eternal Former 
of Mankind has fix d in our Frame and Conſtituti- 
* on, The Mechaniſm of the Body is ſo contriv'd, 
that as Food is receiv d into the Stomach, it is there 
— digeſted, and the Nouriſhment ſeparated by a natu- 
* ral:Chymiſtry,..and each ſent to its different Part. 
There are peculiar Veſſels made for the | 
"*<.ot thoſe animal Spirits, which Nature for 
-« Generation; and when thoſe Veſſels are full t 
* muſt have a Diſcharge; and if by any Enthufaſtic 
+ Notions you forbid thoſe Means, which God and 
Nature bas ordain'd for that End, it either generates 
« Diſtempers, or filling the Mind. with ual De- 
* fires of Eaſe, 2. its nobler and ſublime O- 
-<« perations; for while it is impriſon d in the Fleſh, 
it cannot be free d from a very great Influence of 
« the good. or ill State of the Body. Thus by hin- 
0 dering the Courſe of Nature you make the Hu- 
< mour overflow the whole. and by damming upa gen- 
A tle Stream, you make it riſe into a Torrent which 
* bears down all before. it. You may, ay 


28. S7 AK e t6 5 te 


77 


7 8 


Chap- IV. Gor DEX Ass. $24: 


„tend to eat and drink every Day with Plenty and 
«+ Pleaſure, and yet make a Vow againſt Evacuation in 
« the uſual Manner. Nature would ſoon let you ſce 
* how vain a Thing it was to attempt a Contradicti- 
an to her indiſpenſible Laws, by forcing you to ſub- 
*mit to the common Courſe of Things, or at once 
« to extinguiſh that Being, that was committed to 
„ your Charge, not only to preſerve, but propagate. 

_ « *T rs true, 1 will allow ſome one or two peculiar 
« Meſſengers of Heaven have by that divine Power, that 
ſent them, been exempt from the common Frailtics 
* and Neoeſſities of Humane Life, yet it is a Madneſs 
* for thoſe, who have no ſuch immediate Claim to, 
« or neceſſity of Diſpenſations to preſume on the fame. 
« Becauſe Providence once, for the Maniteſtation of 
„his own Power and Glory, at the Word of Foſhua 
« ſtopp'd the whole Courſe of Nature, and made the 
*« univerſal Motion ſtand ſtill. Should our Generals, 
therefore; preſume on the fame Privilege, whene- 
ver their own, or their Princes Ambition engages 
< them in a Battle? a 

« As what I defend is the juſt, and neceſſary Order 
* of our Mechaniſm, ſo is it alſo our Duty as Meu 
« and Women, To avoid that Conjunction, which 
* the Wiſdom of our Maker deſign d in our original 

« Conſtitution, is profanely and impiouſſy to pretend 
© to be wiſer than ſupreme Wiſdom, and to correct 
that admirable Order and Law, which that from 
the Beginning had eftabliſh'd, God f that it was 
. bn np to be alone; that he had made 
« f Parts, thoſe Veſſels, which in the Courſe of 
Digeſtion would make Man very uneaſy, without 
«« the Female Softneſs to diſcharge with Extaſy, what 
had been hoarded with Pleaſure, | 

« Tre firſt Law, therefore, that he gave was, that 
they ſhould increaſe, and multiply, and repleniſh the 
« Earth with his beautiful Images; this is the firſt 
and ſupreme Law, which enacted by Omni- 
potence cannot be diſſoly d but by th: ſame Power. 
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Nov, my beautiful Clara, if you can uce any 
* viſible Diſpenfation from this univerſal Law, your 
« own voluntary Law (that is your Vow of Chaſtity ) 
„ may take Place, elſe it is devour d by being directly 
« contrary to the Duty of Mankind. You, and h are 
** now marry'd, and that being an irreverſible Law of 
Nature puts an End to your raſn and impious Vow 
42 Chaſtt „which flies in the Face of Nature it 
* *T1s true that there has been a political Inſtituti- 

on made by cunning and deſinging Men, to ſet a- 
foot this Celibacy, and deny the Benefit of Marri- 
age to the Clergy; but it was merely a human 
0 Contrivance, to bring a mere immediate Intereſt to 
* the Papal Power, and engroſs the Opinion and Go- 
„ 1ernment of the People, by a Pretence to an An- 
« pelical and ſupernatural Virtue in Continence, both 
« as to Riches and venereal Enjoyments'; yet believe 
me, my dear Wife, this fatal Hypocriſy has only 
* {cry'd to multiply our Deſires. and Enjoyments, 
« while they who refuſe thoſe that Nature has al- 
<- lowed, fall ſnamefully into thoſe which Nature ab- 
* hors; and while they refuſe the Relief of a different 
” * they endeavour to create a Difference in the 
« 1ame, 

FES f fpecious Pretences have furniſhed ſuch 
* noble Stipends, ſuch Endowments, that at once 
« ſupply ſo many Monaſteries with all the Plenty ot 
Luxury, and {wallow up the Vow of Poverty with- 
.< out Scandal, or ſo much as Notice; nay it is re- 
.** commended from our Pulpits, as highly meritorious 


to make theſe Donations, which render it as impoſ- 


« ſible for us to keep our Vow of Poverty, as the 
Effects of it make it to obſerve that of Chaſtity. 
„ Bur ſince theſe handſome Proviſions are made, 


4 and you, my dear Clara, and I have had our Lot 


* thrown into this Land flowing with Milk and 
Honey, it is none of our Buſineſs, to expoſe a Delu- 


* fon on which, we ſubſiſt: But let us then like o- 


«c thers 
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« thers in the lame State, enjoy with Privacy and In- 
« nocence thoſe Pleaſures, Nature has ordain d, and 
« our, Conſtitutions require; while our paſt unadvis'd 
< and unnatural Vows ſecure! us the Means and Op- 
. « portunity of poſſeſſing them | [fy 
S1sTER Clara liſten d with Attention and Plea- 
ſure to the agreeable Caſuiſtry of the amorous Father, 
and was pleas d to be convinc'd that her Pleaſure was 
her Duty, and made no more Reſerves in any thi 
he commanded; and ſhe fix d a thouſand Kiſſes on his 
Lips, admiring his Knowledge and E! ce; which 
had brought ſo neceſſary a Relief to her Paſſion, which 
ſhe own'd beyond Bound, for her Father and Huſ- 
band. From Kiſſes they proceeded to nearer Famili- 


arities, which yet increas d, not leſſen d their Uneaſt- 


neſs, which nothing could atone but a perfect Frui- 
tion. The Place denied them a e which 
they mutually deſired; but Neceſſity the Mother of 
Invention ſoon offer'd the Means: There were two 
Stools in the Room where Siſter - Clara was: fitting 3 
the Fryar advisd her to ſet one on the other, and ſet- 
ting her Hands and Arms on them, by the Help ot 
the little Door in the Grate, ſte might give ſome Eate 
to his Anguiſh. The poor Nun with a willing Obe 
dience performs his Directions; but, as all humane 
Pleaſures are mingled with Pain, and all his Succeſlez 
blended with Misfortunes ; fo When now the Fryar 
and the Nun were as eager. and happy as the Place 
woul1; permit, the Stools not well fix d gave way to 
her Motion, till in the midft of the Joy ſhe tell with 
them to the Floor. rod ot 05 | 
Tn x Lover and his Miſtreſs were equally ſurpriz d, 
and I ran away for Fear of being over- born with the 
Ruin, not doubting but my Miſtreſs had pay d her 
Life for her Joy; but it prov'd otherwiſe, to all our 
Satisfaction: For ſhe ſoon got up from the Floor, 
and ſhaking her Cloaths about her, ſhe only complain d 
of her Leg, nnen conſulting ſhe found 
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the Skin a little ras'd, and ſome crimſom Drops of 
Blood trickling down her alabaſter Skin. 
THz Fryar renew'd his Kiſſes of Joy for her Safe- 


ty, and would not deſiſt from renewing the Attack 


by the fame Way, till ſhe premis'd to admit him to 


-her Cell, where they might paſs the Night with more 
Picaſure and Safety. That it was an Matter from 


his Window to paſs into the Garden, where ſhe would 
wait to conduct him up to her Bed. So ending the 
Aſſignation with warm eager Kiſſes, they return d to 


the other Grate, wheres the Company expected them 


with Impatience to their Repaſt. 
Hanz opend another Scene of their Debauch. 
au rien nice, and plentiful, and - their 


and. each Fry ar had a ſmall Need, through which t 
2 — and —j 


were em threw them over their Heads, and 


Tur Table remorv'd, they dane'd on each Side the 


Grate, and the Nuns being dreſs'd in Theatrical Hubite, 


repreſented a Play to the Fryars, ſome in Mens Cloaths, 
and ſome in Womens. The Mirth being at the Height, 
one of the Siſters, by Compact with her Gallant, pre- 
tended to be ill, and fo it was agreed the Confeſſor 
with Fryars to aſſiſt him ſhould come in to pray with 
the Diſtemper'd; her Fryar * going up to her Cell left 
the reſt below, who in the Hall, with the other Nuns, 
toy'd, and kiff'd, and ſometimes withdrew. The ſick 
Nun, recover'd by the Virtue of the Relick her Fryar 
had apply'd to her, returns to the Company, w 

Siſter Clara and the Confeſſor ſecretly retir d, unable 
to delay their Satisfaction till the Company ſeparated. 
So faſtening the Door of the Cell, they were not long 
undreſſing for the Encounter; and now being wholly 
diveſted of Garments, Religious or other, ey ap- 


pear d indeed a Venus and Mars, juſt before the limping 
God had caught them in his Chain, and expos d their 


Happis 
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Happinefs, and his Diſgrace to the whole, Legion of 
enyying Gods and Gauer der | 
HILE the new-marry'd Pair were faſt in each 
others Arms, and ſome other Nuns had taken the 
fame Advan of withdrawing from Bacchus to 
Venus, I ſlipp'd under the Door (where a Hole was made 
for my going out and on in 2 Oc aſions) and 
took my Turn about the Houſe to my Remarks; 
from Dormitories I went down into the Hall, 
where two of the Fryars ſomething older, and more 
bulky than the reſt, were engag'd with the Bottle, 

one Nun about 2 middle Age, and the old Abbeſs; the 
Glaſs went ſwiftly about, and Fryar Orte often folli- 
cited the Nun, who being of Siſter 1/abella's Faction 
was obſtinate to all his Endeavours, tho ſhe had given 
him ſeveral Advances. 


HE attack d her in Proſe and Verſe. 
Sylvia, why this mighty courting 
To the Foys you long to prove? ol 
Nature 5 you all for Sporting, 
Nature made you all for Love. 
But both in vain. 
FR YER Alberto a g eater devotee of the Vine, than 


— Petticoat, pulling Octo by the Cowl ſung him this 
ng. | 


SONG, 


If Chloe will be falſe, in vain 

You give your ſelf a fruitleſs Pain. 
Is not loving, "tis not n 

Holds the Heart, that would be flying. 

Nor Love, ner Merit, you will find 


Can fix the fickle Heart of changeful Womankind. 
| ads Then 


Prithee ſigh no more, fond Swain, } 
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Ten turn to the Bottle; that flows with Delights © 
- That gives Life to our Days, and brick Foys to our Nights. 
Here 10 Chloe, no Cares, no Falſhood is found. 
, While Wit, Wine, and Mirth fly jovially round. 


Tux Nun, as averſe as ſhe was to Love, was no 
Enemy to the Bottle, and while ſhe indule'd her Ap- 
petite of Drinking, prepar d herſelf to be unable to de- 
ny Fryar Otro $-- vr he 2 3 being 
now quite uiſh' Bacchus ſhe hy at the Mercy 
of ths ges Father, = 5 4 
twixt Love and Wine he recl'd with his Companion 
about five in the Morning to the Confeſſor's Apar!- 
ment, and left the poor Nun to the Care of the Ab- 
beſs, whom the Charity of the jovial Father Alberto, 
had endeavour'd to keep in Countenance by Addreſſes 
and Efforts, more agreeable than effectual, 

Tu Reader may be furpriz'd at the abandon'd Con- 


dition of this Monaſtery, which like the Manſion of 


DOartills in Petronius Arbiter, furniſh'd nothing but 
various Scenes of Lewdneſs. But to remove the Won- 
der, I ſhall give you a ſhort Scheme of their Educati- 
on, the Panciple inftil}d into them by the Fryars, 
and the Books that they were furniſh'd with, by the 
holy Fathers, for their Inſtruction and Diverſion. 
Tui fiſt Endeavours with them, before their 
Noviciate, was to inſpire them with a Spirit of Wan- 
'tonneſs and Libertiniſm, and a Deſire, from their firſt 
Apprehenſion of Pleaſure, of being courted and careſs d, 
apply'd to in all the Addreſſes of Love and Gal- 
lantry ; they us'd ( inſtead of Modeſty, and Sanctity of 


Converfation, and pious Inſtructions) all Manner of 


unſeemly Privacies with them, to wear off be Native 
Modeſty of the Sex, and fo betimes to diſpoſe their 
Minds to be hereafter as complaiſant to their Wiſhes, 
as they could deſire. Thus from the Beginning habi- 
tuating the young * to ſuch Freedoms, and Fa- 
miliarities, as made them in Time believe them all 
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Bix now become Novices, the good Fathers 
took Care to keep alive thoſe looſer Inclinations, they 
had endeavour'd to inſtil in their tenderer Years; 
wherefore they made it their Buſineſs to divert the 
Miſtreſſes of the Novices from informing them in the 
Duties of a Monaſtick Life, left Leſſons ſo contrary 
to their Aim ſhould make them loſe” that Spirit of 
Vanity and Wantonneſs, which they had inſpir'd be- 
fore their Noviciate. They would make them little = 
Preſents, and oblige them to wear them, . and inſtead 
of inſtructing them in their Profeſſion ;'-advis'd 
them as a Duty, to make an Intimacy and Friends 
ſkip with ſome of the Fathers; telling them the Ad- 
vantage of theſe Commerces was the keeping theni 
from the Taverns, and paſſing their own Time very 
— which without ſuch an Amuſement muſt 
rove the moſt tedious and melancholy.” Nay, the 
Fathers themielves would often quarrel about their 
Pretenſions to Particulars. To gain Time to inſinuate 
themſelves the more freely, they would under Pretence 
of their not being ſufficiently prepar'd, make the. Go» 
verneſs ſend them the more frequently to their Con- 
vent, Where all the Leſſon they taught them was 
Love and Gallantry, | | 
Ir theſe Freedoms were taken before the Profeſ- 
fion, when they were once profeſs'd, the Fa- 
thers had nothing to. reſtrain the Liberty of their Con- 
duct, ſince now they could not to ſecure their Modeſty 
retire from the Nunnery. | SIT 
To confirm them the more in their diſſolute Way, 
and divert them from riſing to any. Virtue prejudicial 
to their Pleaſure from the reading of good Books; 
they furniſh'd them with all the Romances, and Plays; 
and Novels they could get; nay, they had Tranſlati- 
ons of Alo a, the School of Venus, the Catechiſm 
of Love, Arerine, and the like. And ſometimes par- 
cular Characters for them to ęxpreſs their moſt lewd 
14 2bandon'd Thoughts, 3 Parts or 4 e'® 
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As if theſe Books had not yet boen ſufficient, they 
added theſe Inſtructions; chat all above the Middle was 
wholly at the Diſpoſal of their particular Friend, and 
that they were not to be refus d either the Sight or 
Handling of them; that this Maxim ought to be well 
practis d. that the Mouth, the Boſom, and the Hands 
auſt be always their particular Friends. If any one 
ſcrupled theſe Freedoms, they told them, that the Kiſs 
of Peace in the Primitive-Times of the Church was 

iven by all, that Exceſs was the Cauſe of its bei 
aden; that all the Liberties they could take wit 
one another were at moſt but venial Sins. To theſe 
Inſtructions they daily added laſcivious Songs and 
Diſeourſe 

To theſe they added Preſents, as wet and dry 
8weetmeats, their Pictures drawn en Cavelier, Rings, 
Gloves, Ribbons, Watches, Looking-Glaſles, Seals en- 

av'd with Cyphers, and Emblems and Motto's of 
— explain d with amorous Letters, and Verſes. 


DDD e 
7 CHAP. V. 


» "Au Account of the Poſſeſſion of ſame Nuns, and 
their Accuſation of a ſecular Prieſt for a Ma- 
 gician, who for it was put to Death by the In- 
 quiftion. Fantaſio is given to the Provincial 
of the Fryars, and ſo leaves this wicked Crew of 
Das and Nuns. 


al 4D theſe wanton Frailties of theſe F 
aud Nuns been their whole Guilt, 

; might perhaps be ſome ſort of Plea for their 

WIR) W .ckednel,drawnfrom.the common Weak- 

neſs of huren Nature, and that Tendency to Love, 

and venercal Enjoy ments, which is in ſome Meaſure 

implanted in all Ma kind; e 


F 
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gion and Virtue, we fall into 

— 21 Na the gremch | 
Turn was a Canon City, w would | 

often invite the Father Confeffor to a — on 


40 make him drunk, that he might prevail 
ith him in his Cups to reveal the Nuns Confeſſions, 
as he frequently had dene. One Evening the | 
2 d Tinto with n he r Wed ene a 
the Time-with him- Fryar, and net 
Fad the ConfelRors-of he Teas ed ber 
Tus Prieſt was himſelf a jolly Companion, better 
learn'd than moſt of the Seculars of that Nation, and 
free and eaſy in his Converſation, tho morally honeſt, 


and of aver and upright Life. He d the 
Facker u l Ee Sd 4 Sn needs 1 40 his 
Narrations the meer Inventions of his Vanity. The 
Fryar diſdaining to be counted a Lyar, or a Man fo 
table to the Ladies, as not to be really Poſ- 
ſeſſor of thoſe Advantages which he boaſted, offer d 
to make him Confident of his Amours, ſo fer as t« 
be an Eye-Witneſs of his amorops Adventures; 

that to accompliſh it he muſt diſguiſe himſelf in the 
Habit of his Order. The Prieſt agreed to it what . 
was agreed on, if the Fryar made out whathepretend- 
cd; ſo equipp'd with the Accoutrements of the Order, 
he Was ſoon admitted to the Freedom of Converfation, 
and ſaw all he doubted confirm'd beyond the leaſt Con- 
tradiction. The Prieſt was a handſome young Man, 


bo' he had no Intention to purſue the Amour, . as 
the F 3 fo far as to give Jea- 
iS the Fryar to whom the 100 bee Moved, 

The Prieſt was pleas'd with his Uneafinefs, and there- 
tore made his —_ 


—— had fix'd her Eyes and Aſſections upon him. 
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1e goc Dr 
Kod bug ſame: Words with the Confeſſor about this 
ing Fryar, whom he had found out to be the 
Parſon of an adjoining Pariſh. The Confeſſor own'd 
all the Deceit, and told him the Occaſion ; and con- 
fulted together how they ſnould deliver themſelves 
from a Spy which might ſome time or other prove 
the Deſtruction of their Pleaſure; by a Diſcovery of 


ny'd Admittance whenever he came. often re- 


d, he let them know, that he would take care to 
inform the Biſhop of the holy Converſation of the 
Fryars and the Nuns,  - t. Bio | 
_ Tris was no more than was expected by the Con- 
feſſor and his Friend, who coming to Siſter*Clara's 
Cell one Night informs her of the whole Matter, and 
propos'd the following, Peſign, as the only, Remedy 
forth — — — 


unner 7. n d Of! 7 The 
Tux ſecuhr Prieſts (aid the Confeſſor) you know 
are not very much eſteem'd in this City, and the Au- 
thority they might have over the People is wholly 
devoly'd.on the Orders, by their Preaching, and hear- 
ing Confeſſions, their Indulgences, and Fraternities, 
— [£4.47 0 ti en —— 

ruin this Prieſt, provided we begin firſt, and not 
Nene him to deliver his Information — 
they had taken off his Evidence. They therefore pro- 
pos d. that Siſter Clara, and two or three more Nuns; 
the moſt apt, moſt ſtrong, and moſt ſure to their 
Cauſe, ſhould pretend to be poſſeſs d by the Means of 
this Prieſt, whom they were to name in the Exorciims 
as the Conjurer or Magician Who had brought this 
Evil upon them. This being ſoon agreed to, on a 
full Repreſentation of the Danger that chreaten d them, 
ie. Fryars gave. them a fort of Catechiſm in Lain, 
With Queſtion and Anſwer, by which they would 
their publick fings of 


days interrogate them in 


. 
1 
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them. They then taught them ſeveral antick Poſtures 
and Geſtures, which they ſſ ſrould: mut due 
People, and confirm their Po 

Tur Fryars met with apt Scholars, ind in a few 
Days Rehearſal. found their 1 Force A publick 
View. The Siſters of — F were ex- 
cluded the Secret, and therefore CC 
pos'd on. So in the midſt of the Night, "when they 
were aſleep, the Siſters who were to a&tlir:Paits 
made Noiſes, and walk'd all in white about like Ghoſts, 
till the other Nuns were almoſt frighted out of their 
Wits; and the Noiſe was _ ſpread about the Town, 
The Prieft on hearing it, pro , that he was not at 
all furpriz'd at the Story, or . in the leaſt of the 
Truth of the Apparitions, ſince he wonder d more 
that the Devil long ſince had not e them in 
their Wickedneſs. 

I x was now time to ſtop his Mouth from favthier 
Explanations of his — they therefore gave out, 
that three Nuns were poſſe , — were ſuch a Day 
to be exorcis d by the nfeflor and two other F ars, 
in the Face of the Town, both Laiety and 
The Chapel of the Monaſtery was full to ſee the O 
ration, and the Siſters play'd their Parts ſo ex 
that tew of the Co tion doubted of their Cort- 
dition. The Confeſſor, atter ſeveral Exorciſms, in 
publick, in the midſt of one, demands by what Mearis 
they became ſo, the Devil within them was ſuppos d 
to anſwer, that it was by the Means of fiich'a \ 
naming the Prieſt I have mention d. 

Ir was not long Cer he heard of his Accultior 
and full of that Boldneſs which ſhould always accom- 
pany Innocence he applies to the Biſhop, gives an Ac- 
count of what he-knew, and proteſting his Freedora 
from all Guilt'of that Nature, prevail'd with him to 
ſuffer him to exorciſe them himſelf; ſince he cd not 
but ſuppoſe this Was a Contrivance againſt his Life, to 
remove out of the way a Witneßß of their , 
which * olly had betray d them 7 | 

HB 
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— of the Biſhop, — the 
EIT r Glowing Dro 
\ on 
3» Bow biawade — — 4 

— ty yr 2 — 
9 for the Fryars to in- 
—— thei Why: The Day 
come, and the Frieſt in his Ornaments, and the Boo 
in his Hand, would have the Exorciſm in the 


uſual Order; but they with hideous Cries 2 
Looks fell upon him, till the pious Confeſſor by the 
Power of one Adjuro reduc'd them to Moderation; 
When the Prieſt went on in the uſual Order, and the 
Nuns gave — Wers in Larin, till the Prieſt forſaking 
their and 'thro in now and then a Sen- 
— — — the Nuns, ſo that they 
ſcarce knew what to do. But what they could not 
do by Words they anſwer'd in Actions, falling into 


Work, the, Innocence of the Prieſt, and — eat 
— 1 avail him =: 
Inquiſition taken up, committed to 
their Priſon; and the Belief of the Poſſeſſion of the 
Nuns Was now ſo fix d and eſtabliſh'd, that it was as 
to make auy Doubt 1 as to 

deny any Article of Faith: For ſome of the 
Prieſt's Friends, for offering 10 Jeſſen the Credit of the 
> ru here Jendan; route committed yo-the 


"Ak Mombs being thus Alen, they then 
. te at d 
o confeſs —— A __— 


# 1] 
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im confels the leaſt Tittle of it; but avowing his In- 
— — — ings was only 


the Fryars; but this was but to vate his Crime, 
and prove him an Heretick as well as Magician, who 
would throw ſuch an Odium on the pious Recluſes, 
and an Order ſo eminent in the Church of God: In 
ſhort, after all the eruel Courſe of the Inquiſition, he 
was condemn'd, and burnt, by the arbitrary Proceſs 
of that Tribunal, and inſulted by the Fryars as he was 


at the Stake, who threw whole Pails of Water 


| m_ Face, whenever he attempted to to the 


T 11s horrible Murder gave me a mortal Averſion 
to the Nuns, and made me wiſh for a 1 
— A — "1 far'd 
very deliczouſly-in the Monaſtery, to my 
by the fo OF ity , but was — 
Arrival of the Provincial, who on the Noiſe ot this 
Affair was come to look into the Matter, and remove 
by a Viſitation Imputations the Words of the 
dead Prieſt had — ne PTY 

Hz pretended much Teal, and carry d in his Face 
the 2 of Mortification and Holineſs; but 
hy remov'd from the publick View, and in private 
with the Siſters, he ſhow'd- himſelf only fo much 
the more/abandan'd.as he was exalted in Voars and 


Sig rn Clays was the Nun who plessd his Incli- 
enough to allow bim e Share in his Wife, awbich he 
fold. her with the Ne y.ot obliging him, on 
whoſe Authority their whole Pleaſure depended, The 
Provincial was ſo far from finding Fault with the Ir- 
regularties of the Houſe, that he encourag d them all 
to allow to the Fathers whatever they demanded; 
being ſet aſide to 7 y 22 of — —_ 
None more a t pleaſing peculjar | 
favourite Miniſters, the Fathers of his Order. 


Tut 
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I. * 28 Ar isd jog be this Affair, as 
; whether they ſh carry on t ign againſt the 
Canon and any other Enemy of their Order? But he 
told them, that he thought it more prudent to let it 
- ſtop there; enough had bern done to terrify the Canon 


from 


APULEIUS's Book III. 


giving his Tongue any Liberty prejudicial to 
their Aires they ſhould: therefore 


be cautious of re- 


newing this Comedy; leſt by too frequent View the 
People ſhould be undeceiv d, which muſt end in the 
Ruin of that Monaſtery, and the Diſgrace of their Or- 

. - der; ſo having: been ſome Nights admitted to Siſter 
Claras Embraces, and paſs d a formal She w of a Viſi- 
tation, he prepar d to return to Rome by the Way of 


Naples; but being 


pleas d with me extremely, he eaſily 


obtain d me of Siſter Clara, as a Teſtimony of her 
Love, and as a Preſent to the Niece of Cardinal Pig- 
natelli, ho was a peculiar Patroneſs of this Mona- 
ſtery, to whom the Provincial promis d to give me. 


* a U U N . & , 8 l . . K 


7 
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o 


a enen NM 


A Attonnt of a pleaſmg Stat of Ludovico 
rs. Lex a Phyſician 7 0 Seſſula. The Hi- 
£ of his Lifr. wicked Love of a 
4 9 to her Hutbamd s Son. Her 
Revenge on his obſtinate Virtue. The Poiſon 


— 


A ber own Child. The 


beats | 
which was not far from. Soſſula, and about five — 
27 m 


e 4 by her for him fall ino the Hands of 


Diſc | of the Son's 
and Death. 

E had not travell'd a Day's ourney from 

Sarno, but Provincia beid taken ill in 

ce midſt of a great Plain, the Litter in 

which he was carry'd made to the ful 

Gentleman's Houſe that they could reach, 
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dee eech, f wi R ges far; of Woods, 
every where diverſify d with Viſtat, 0 | 
Vine ards, Orange Groves, and the like. On the 
Middle of the Aſcent. there was a level Plain of near 
half a Mile Square, in the midſt of which ſtood a 
neat built Houſe, more excellent for its Situation and 
Convenience, than Magnificence and Ornament. The 
Gardens were ſmall, but well kept, and repleniſh'd 
with Things uſctul for Food, as well as delightful to 
i the Eye. There fell from the adjacent higher Part of 
. the Hill a pretty purling Stream, which fed the Houſe | 
with Water without Coſt or Charge, and furniſh'd-the 0 
little Fountains without much Afiſtance of Art. 
In the Furniture, Derency and Uſe being the Aim, 
there was not much facrific'd to Ornament or Luxury. 
This was the Retreat of Ludovico Aſtelli, an eminent 
Phyſician of Rome in his younger Days. Here he | 
liv'd unincumber d with the lazy Vermine of the Hall, | 
a numcrous Train of Servants, which was conhn'd-to | 
ſo tew,, as ſhould always be empſoy d in the Sepvice of 
the Houſe or: Garden. His Lady was not handſome 
enough to give too much Pain and Jealouſy, nor ugly 1 
to give Diſguſt; ſhe was, or ſeem'd to be, go- 
vern d. by the fame Inclinations, and mov d by the 
ſame Humours, the kind Companion of his leiſure 
Hours. The Love and Indulgence of a fond Husband, | 
his Allowance ot unuſual Liberty in making her Miſtreſs | 
of her o /n Conduct, and the natural Cokineſs and Me- | 
lancholy of her T ,. could not well furniſh any Cauſe 
of Complaint, or Motive to Inconſtancy, ſtrong enough 
to make her ſeek. that, Corruption from her. Vaſlals, 
bo only ſurrounded, her: But either the Solitude de- 
ny'd her the Temptation or Means, or the ſhort Time 


from of our Stay deny d me the Opportunity of diſcoveri 

il in the — — ſhe was one of 8 few 

er in Women I met with in my Peregrination. | ._ 
_ Tur Day Afelli ſpent with equal Pleaſure; and Uſe, 
8 devoting the Morning to Prayer and Study, and the 
—— Afternoon to Paſtime and Exerciſe. His  Paſtimes 


Were 
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were ſuch as his Wife could partake in, without In- 
Jury to the Modefty and Decorum of her Sex, and his 

ereiſe ſuch, as employ'd his In — well as Hand 
and Body: In ſhort, he was fatisfy'd with what he 
had, and what he had not he never wiſt'd for, The 
Love of the circumjacent Country, his Affability 
and Acts of Charity procur'd him; and the Love ot 
his Family, his indulgent Care and Mildneſs; the Love 
of his Wife, his Faith and mutual Affection. His 
Study was fill d with few, but choice Books; his Ta- 
ble vvas ſpread with net many Diſhes, but * 
in their kind, in which Nature was more conſulted 
than Art, Hunger than Luxury; and his Cellars ſtor d 
mot with many, but wholſome Wines; and the whole 
a inment was as temperate as cordial, 

In this bleſſed State we found the wiſe Afell;, not 
a little ſurpriz d to find a Man of his Faculty, and in 
the Years when Avarice or Ambition is moſt ſtrong, 
content with that Mediocrity, which has been fo 
— and ſo ſeldom enjoy d: For all his Hopes 
Wiſhes were bounded with the Compaſs of his own 
little, but competent Eſtate. 

bis e ee eee 
at hi Happineſs; ing now 

15 hick had diverted him 


recover d of that Indiſpoſition w 
from the Proſecution ot his Journey to his Houſe, he 
was very inquifitive into the Reaſons of Aﬀells Re- 


World i genf ck did dat Eon in em to eo 
orld in general; which did not im to pro- 
ceed from a melancholy . Humour, 
but from more ſedate and rational Cauſes. © The pub- 
< lick Duties of my Function (nid the Provincial) 
force me from that pleaſing Retirement I might 
" from my Cirder; and tho' I have not Vanity 
« and 'Self-Eſteem enough to fay, as Alexander the 
« Great ſaid to Diogenes, If I were not Bonacorſi, | 
% would be Aſtelli; yet I may fay, that if I were not 
« at the Command of my Superiors, 1 ſhould wiſh 


to be the Diſciple of ſo wiſe a Maſter; ard ſeek the 
Har- 
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Happineſs in Retirement, which I never yet could 
find in Company and Buſineſs. | 
Love and Ambition (reply'd Afell;) confin'd me 
once to Rome, but far from Eaſe and Happineſs; for 
there I wasalways in the Chace, without ever comi 
up with the Qoyy or if ever I did, it was only to 
find it not worth the Purſuit.” I had an open Confi- 
dence in Friends, but they always deceiv'd me; I truſt - 
ed to Virtue, but that ſtill kept me under; and I 
found, that a Man who hopes to get Preferment by 
Honeſty, acts as prepoſterouſly as he that thinks to 
win a Woman by Sincerity, Honeſty indeed finds a 
Panegyrick in every Mouth, but empty Words are all 
irs Tnbute, and empty Hands its by 0k He there- 
fore that would make a Figure at Court muſt ſhake\. 
Hands with ſo ſtarving a nion, and dare ome 
bold Villany that * the _ nd On 7 7 
. t Dignity worth purchaſing at the 
ce of my or Power 45 the 1 — 
tal Infamy of a villanous Action. Compaſſion for the 
Diftreſs'd always open d my Purſe, but the Product of 
their Relief was Ingratitude, My Cre- 
© dulity in the Vows and Proteſtations of Men ſery'd: 
only to diſcover, that the facred Powers of Heaven 
_—_—— valu'd by ſome to betray thoſe who beliey'd 
mt . 

In the midſt of theſe falſe Meaſures, Love, that 
had always flutter'd about, and hover d over my Heart, 
now ſeiz'd on my Boſom; but exerciſing a merciful 
Sway, I found the Hardſhips of a long Courtſhip. re- 
mov'd by a mutual Affection; we ſoon were marry'd, 
and ſoon again ſeparated by the Cruelty of her Death 
in Child of a fine Boy, whoſe Birt re bis Mo- 
ther her Death, and whoſe unfortunate Lite Was near. 
giving the fame to his Father, tho not by his Fault, 
as you will find by the Sequel. 

My Grief for her Loſs was real, but not inmade-: 
rate, as knowing it fruitleſs and vain,. Some Years. 
had paſt in my hood without any 2 

0 
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of venturing again on the Hymeneal Rites ;, but the 
Devil of Avarice joyning my uſual good Fortune, I was 
introduc'd to a eh by a Friend, as Miſtreſs of more 
Virtue. than Beauty, and Fortune than Quality: So 
that betray'd by falſe Hopes, and falfe Friendſhip, I em- 
brac'd a Cloud inſtead of a promiſing Juno; Mar- 
riage finding her as diſſolute as ugly, and as poor as 


HowEveR, I 7 it my beſt way to be con- 
tent with my Loſs of her expected Fortune, not yet 
finding that her Virtue was as ſophiſticate as hes Face, 
Uſe, an eaſy Temper, and her cunning Flattery, had in 
a little Time worn out all Diſguſt, and not only ren- 
der d her more agreeable to me, but given her ſome- 
thing too much the Aſcendant over my Will. 

| My Son by my firſt Wife had been long away 
from me at Bononia, applying himſelf to his Stud ies, 
and I had now. another hopeful young Boy by this 


ſecond Adventure, who was about twelve Years. of Age. 


The Eldeſt was call'd Orlando, and the youngeſt Giu- 
hope Orlando was 2 Youth "that had made a. conſide- 
_ Table Progreſs in his Learning, and was Maſter of 


ſuch a ſingular Modeſty and, Piety, as any Man might 


be proud of a Son ſo meritorious, 
s Step- mother, either naturally looſe, or elſe 
driven by the unavoidable Neceſſity of Fate to the 
moſt Extreme of Wickedneſs, caſt her Eyes and un- 
lawful Deſires on her; Son- in- Law Orlando. In the 
Infancy of her Paſſion, while ſhe yet felt but the 
young and feeble Force of Love in her Breaſt, eaſily 
reſiſted its weaker Influence in Silence; but when it 
had gather d Strength and Robuſtneſs, filling her Boſom 
with outragious Fire, it revel'd in her Heart without 
Moderation, and ſhe fell a willing Victim to its Rage, 
ſurrendering her ſelf entirely to its Conduct; and dif 
ſembling her real Diſeaſe, ſhe cunningly bely'd the ſe- 
cret Wounds of her Mind in the apparent Sickneſs of 
her Body; for the Symptoms of Love and Diſtempers 
are fo very much alike, chat any one may well be deceiy d 
k a » in 


n 
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in their ſu 


239 
ent: Diſcolour'd Paleneſs, faint and lan- 


guid Eyes, feeble Joints, diſquier Slumbers, the hun- 


guifhing | 
vehement by its Slowneſsz and all Things would pet- 


and broken Emiſſion- of the Breath, mate 


- 


» 


ſuade you that her Illneſs was a Fever, but that her 


Eyes too frequently flow'd with Tears. I had the 
beſt Phyſicians to join with me in Conſult, what Me- 


dicines were beſt to be preſcrib'd; but ignorant of the 
Cauſe, we might all very well miſs'of the Effect; 
tho I have ſince reflected, that there was no need of 
the medicinal Art to diſcover the Meaning of the im- 


moderate Pulſe of che Veins, the Exceſs of her Heat, 


the panting Ae of her Breathing, and her 
t 


toſſing and tumbling from this Side to that: Theſe 


are Symptoms fo vilible of an amorous Deſire, as 


only could be hid in our Opinion of the Patient. 
iN & thus agitated with the furious Deſire of the 
Preſence of an Object, ;ſhe- could not but wiſh for, 


ſhe at laſt broke her obſtinate Silence; and order d Or- 
lands to be call d to her Apartment. The Youth with 
a ready and pious Obedience makes haſte to the'fick ' 


Mother of his Brother; and Wife of his Father, with 


his young Brows plow'd with early Furrows' for the 


Sickneſs he little thought himſelf the unhappy Cauſe of, 
to execute whatever — ſhe ſhould impoſe. 
Tuo' tir'd already with a Silence that had been ſo 


tedious and torturing, yet ſhock'd at the horrible 8e- 
cret ſhe was going to unfold, full of Fears and Doubts 
how beſt to expreſs her ſelf without Offence, often 


rejected the Words ſhe t 
them both their Bluſhes and 
a Diſcovery; but her Baſhfulneſs and Modeſty now 
nodding, and ſinking before the Battery of Deſires, 
ſhe ooly thought how ſhe ſhould — 2 

Tus unfortunate Youth concern'd for her Anguiſh, 
ſuſpeing no Evil, ask d her with a pious Tendernefs, 

and a ſubmiſſive Countenance, the Cauſe of her Sick- 
neſs. This Queſtion, with the damnable Opportunity 


ht moſt proper to ſave 


of being alone, made her break out into Confidence; 


onfufion on ſo criminal 


vaiog chanted and covering the ſinall 
Romans of her Modeſty with her Face, in a trem- 


Voice, in this manner addreſs d her {elf to him, — 
17 thy ſelf (ſaid ſhe) art the whole Cauſe and 

« Origine of this fatal Diſtemper that I groan under; 
« and ſole EY —— Evi * — IEG te 
on Stay, H —— o ez for t 

3 3 conſuming Beams of thols dear Eyes of 

ours, admitted by mine too Fra and incautious, 
10 have transfus d — _ inmoſt-Soul-a Fire too vio- 
« lent to be: ſupported, Hen ep therefore of her 
« who is periſhing for or let any miſta- 
« ken — to — Father give — nach mance 
« for firſt Llove his-Fave: i thee, thou by th 
Compliance wilt preſerve him that Wife on who 
Life and his very Being depends. You 
„have now the lucky and full Security of being 
ib me alone, and a happy Opportunity ſuffici- 
0 emily capacious of the Eil: For that which 
is done without tho Conſciouſneſs of any Witmnels, 
is as it: were not done at all. 

Tus Youth confounded with the abominable Pro- 
poſition, tho? he perfectly abhor d the Guilt of Com- 
pliance, yet thought not the Violence of ſo criminal 
a Paſſion fit to ted with a poſitive Deni- 
al, but rather to be ſooth'd by a cautious Delay, and 
a dubious Promiſe of on a more favourable 
Occaſionm. He therefore, with ſome Earneſtneſt aſ- 
ſures her Satisfaction; and perſuades her to be of good 
Heart, and · to take all that neceſſary Care of her Heath 
and Recovery, that as ſoon as my Abſcenee ſhould fur- 
niſn the Opportunity, might with Security ac. 

compliſh/ their mutual D And having appeas'd 
her preſent Rage, wir / ſo pr Ora — he with - 
drew from the noxious Eyes of 

Bur ſatisty d in the nis Rain that . 
en'd his F from this unnatural. Luſt of his Step- 

Mother, he: conſults his venerablo Tutor by Letter, 
under alt. tho Obligations nnn 
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The sum of all their Debate in ſeveral Letters was, 
that there could be no Way more fate and effectual, 
than to fly the coming Storm of cruel Fortune by his 
ſpeedy Abſence. , f 

| Bur my Wife impatient of the leaſt Delay had ſo 
contriv'd the Matter, as to ſend me on a ſleeveleſs Er- 
rand a pretty Way from Home, and where to be ſure, 
I ſhould ſtay at leaſt a Night or two, to adjuſt the 
difficult Accounts of a Farm, which I had in that 
Country. I being thus dexterouſly. remoy'd before 
Orlando could is Affairs in ſuch a Poſture, as to 
remove himſelf without Suſpicion, bore down with 
the Madneſs of her ripen'd Hopes, ſhe with Joy and 
Eagerneſs demands of my Son the Payment of that 
Love, which he had promis'd without any Deſign of 
ever making it good. But he confounded ixt the 
Wickedneſs the Danger, by a ſubtle Addreſs un- 
der ſeveral Pretences for a white diſappoints the exe- 
crable Interview. Till having puſh'd Matters ſo cloſe, 
and finding a Repulſe, as well by the Variety, as 
Inconſiſtence of his Anſwers, that ſhe was never to 
expect the Performance ſhe languiſh'd for, by a ſtrange 
and fickle Change of her Affections, her impious Love 
was perverted into Hatred, as extreme, as unjuſt, 

Ix her Purſuit of which to-an implacable and bloody 
Revenge, ſhe. call'd to her Advice a Servant, of the 
Family of a Principle ſo abandon'd, that he would under- 
take for a Reward any Wickedneſs that could be pro- 
pos'd. The Sum of their Conference was to diſpatch 


the innocent Youth by ſome private Way, and Poi- 


ſon was concluded to be the moſt ſafe. He is ſent to 
procure the Bane, and ſhe takes Care to dilute it with 
Wine, that it might go down with the more Eaſe 
and leſs Suſpicion. But while the guilty Complotters 
were deliberating of a fit Time to give Sar the Doſe, 
it happen'd that her own little Son coming trom 
School, and being very dry after the Heat of the Day, 
finds the poilon'd Wine, and with a thirſty Appetite 


.twallows the liquid Death prepar'd for his Brother. 
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He found himſelf immediately fick, and running to 
His Mother falls down dead before her. Her Screams 
ſoon alarm'd the Houſe, and the Cauſe of his ſudden 
Fate agreed to be Poiſon ; but the Author of {6 bar- 
barous a Fact was yet in Debate. But this wicked 
cruel Woman, and ſingular Inſtance of a Step- Mother's 
Malice, not touch d with the viſible Judgment of her 
own Son's Death, nor the Conſcience of her own 
Particide, the Misfortunes of her Houſe, and the Grief 
of her Husband, or the moving Sight of the dead 
Corps before her, from that very Object drew the 
ſhorteſt Way to Revenge. - 

Sne immediately diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to me with 
the unwelcome News; and on my Return, with a 
well diſſembled Rage of Grief, accufes Orlando with 
the Murther of her Son. Which in ſome Senſe in- 
deed might be true, ſince the Child had devour'd the 
Potion prepar'd for the young Man. 

Tux more to beighten my Indignation, ſhe told me 
that the Cauſe of his poiſoning her Son, was to re- 
venge on him her refuſal of complying with his in- 
ceſtuous Deſire of poſſeſſing the Wite of his own Fa- 
ther; nor yet content with theſe abominable Lyes, ſhe 
aſſur d me, that fince for Fear of his Threats, which 
he had urg'd with his naked Sword; ſhe had been 
forc'd to yield to his unlawful Embraces. | 

Tnus truck with the double Fate of my Children, 
1 gave too much Way to the unruly Tempeſt of a 
moſt violent Paſſion. Before my Eyes I aw lie dead 
my Youngeſt, and found that my Eldeſt muſt be ſen- 
renc'd to an ignominious End for Parricide and Inceſt. 
J confeſs, I was farther provok'd to the utmoſt De- 
teſtation and Hate of my Son, by the falſe, though 
well ated Lamentations, and unconſo able Grief of 
a Wife too near, and unreaſonably dear to me at that 
Time. 

Tur Funeral of one was ſcarce over, when I, then 
the moſt unhappy of Fathers, wiping away the Tears 


from my Eyes at the interring of the Child, _ ; 
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the Court of Judicatufe to. accuſe the other of capital 


Offences: Where ſtopping the Judges juſt then With 


(knowing nothing of the cruel Frauds of my Wi 
claſping their Knees I preſs d with my utmoſt Ear- 
neſtneis and Zeal the immediate Ruin of the onl 
Remains of my Family, accuſing as the impious Po 
luter of his Father's Marriage-Bed, the Murtherer of 
his Brother and Aſſaſſine of his Mother-in-Law. * The 
Perſon of à Father, and the Exceſs of my Grief had 
ſuch an Effect on, and d fo far not only the 
Court, but the very People that heard it; that with- 
out any Regard to the Formalities of a Tryal, and the 
manifeſt Proof of Accuſers, and the tedious Defence 
of the Accus d, they all cry'd out, © That he ought 
to be ſton d, and that a publick Grievance ought to 
be reveng'd in as publick & N chr Riot, if 
Tux Magiſtrates afraid ol a jot, i 
not ſpeedily Mas wad the Judges to aſſert the 
Rights of their Anceſtors, in bringing the Culprit 
to a fair Tryal, where the Accuſers, and Accus d ſhould 
have an equal Hearing; and not ſuffer ſo barbarian a 
Wildneſs, or Tyrannick Impotence to condemn any 
one without being heard: That ſuch an unheard ot 
Wickedneſs, ſuch a profligate Villainy ſhould be ex- 
pay in a calm Judgment to the Age for an Exam- 


ple. 

Tuts wholſom Advice being reſoly'd on, and the 
Judges being ſeated, the Ac was ſummon d, and 
the Accus d brought into the Court with no little Cla- 
mour. I ſhall not delay you with a tegious Repeti- 
tion of the Arguments on both Sides. Let it ſuffice, 
that the Witneſſes were examin'd and croſs- examin d, 
that nothing ſhould be determin'd in a Cauſe of this 
Weight on Conjectures, not poſitive Evidence; the 
principal was the Villain I mention'd, who ſtood with 
that Reſolution to what he had depos'd, viz, © That 
Orlando being enrag'd at the Refuſal of his Step- 
„Mother, had apply d himſelf to him to procure him 
* ſome Poiſon to murther 1 and that _—_ 

2 « e 
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I ſent my Servant Home to fetch into the Cowr, 
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* he had got it, he faw Orlando give it the Child with 
% his own Hand, ſecure, as he imagin'd, of his Secre- 
4 {y, by the the Bribe he had aſſur d him of. 

Tris Vilain's Evidence being given in with all the 
Face and Circumſtances of Truth, the Tryal was o- 
ver, and Sentence juſt going to be pronounc d; a grave 
old Gentleman, and a Phyſician riſes up in the Court, 
and being a Man of eminent Honour and Authority 
thus ſpoke to the Bench. The Plcaſure I have in 
< having reach'd thoſe Years, which has given me the 


* Approbation of this Bench, will not let me ſuffer 


<« you to commit a Murther on this accus'd, but in. 
«- nocent Youth ; nor permit you, who are ſworn to 
* do impartial Juſtice, to be foully deceiv'd by the in- 
famous Mouth of a falſe Servant, whoſe Teſtimo- 
% ny in Law is always ſuſpected; for my Part I can- 
, not ſo far trample on all Religion, as to deceive my 
«© own Conſcience into a Silence in ſo weighty a 
* Cauſe. Hear then from me the very Matter of 
Fact. 
Tn ar Villain, the Evidence, agreed with me for 
ſome preſent Poiſon for the Price of one hundred 
Crowns; aſſuring me (with all the horrible Impreca- 
tions on himſelf if it were falſe) that it was for a Per- 
ſon under inſupportable Torments in an uncurable Di- 
ſtemper; who had only a Deſire to put a ſpeedy End 
to a Torment he could not endure any longer, or 
find any Cure for. But 1 imagining, that the ill 
look'd Rogue had a miſchievous Defign in Hand, 
which he varniſh'd over with fo filly a Story, gare 
him the Draught he deſir d. But having an Eye to 
this Tryal, which has now happen'd, I would not im- 
mediately take the Price, that he offer d; but telling 
him he ſhould ſeal it up with his own Ring, *till a 
better Opportunity a Day or two would permit me 
before him to examine the Goodnels of the Money. 
Perſuaded by theſe Words he ſeal'd up the Bag, which, 
as ſoon as 1 perceiv'd him an Evidence in this Trya!, 
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Here is the Bag, let him ſee it, and acknowledge his 
Seal, For how can this young Gentleman (without 
ſome better Evidence than him) be thought' guilty of 
murthering his Brother with the Poiſon this Fellow 
bought, and is much more likely to have us'd? 
Tur Rogue on hearing this was ſtruck with a pan- 
nick Pear, turning pale as Death, a cold Sweat runy 
ning down all his Body, His. Knees knock'd one a- 
gainſt the other, while ſcratching his Head on all Sides, 
with his Mouth half open he ſtammer d out a Com- 
pany of trifling abſurd Lyes, in fo 2 a Manner, 
that the whole Audience began to ſuſpect him as cri- 
minal. But 1 . native Impudence, he be- 
gan to deny all with a thorough Aſſurance, and to turn 
the Falſhood on the Phyſician, *till by the Command 
of the Bench his Ring was taken off his Finger, and 
compar'd with the Seal; the Compariſon made the 
Ma ter beyond any Doubt; but having been put to the 
Rack he ſtood out the uſual Torments, without” ac- 
knowledging the Crime. | 

I WiLL not ſuffer this Villain (Giid the Phyſician) to 
baffle your Juſtice with his Obſtinacy; for I will give 
ou a preſent Diſcovery of the Matter. When I found 
E would have Poiſon, that would give preſent Death. 
and not thinking it the Duty of any of my Faculty to 
furniſh the Means of Death to any, the Art of Mede- 
cine being found out for Health not Deſtruction; yet 
tearing by a denial I ſhould furniſh him with Meang 
of doing the intended Miſchief by ſome other, or elſa 
by the Sword, I gave him not Poiſon as he fappos'd, 
but drowſy Mandragera mix'd with other ſoporiterous 
Drugs; whole Nature is to bringon a Sleepon thoſe wha 
take them very nearly imirating Death. Nor is it 2 
Wonder that this Rogue bears theſe Torments, ſince 
he very well knows, that Death certainly attends the 
Diſcovery of his Guilt. But if the Child took the 
Potion I prepar'd with my own Hands, he is not 
dead but ſleeps; whoſe temporary Bands being - 

Time or counter Medicines remoy'd, viſible Life wi 
| M 3 reſume 
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relume its Place; but if he be really dead indeed, you 
muſt enquire ſome other Cauſe of his Death. 

Tux venerable old Gentleman having done ſpeaki 
there was a general Approbation of What he had ſaid; 
and abundance with me ran to the Grave where the 
Child was interrd, nay the whole Court, and all the 
People throng'd to ſee this defir'd Diſcovery, I was 
the firſt that reach'd the Monument, and taking my 
dear Child out of the Coffin, and removing the Mut- 
Aer from his Mouth and Face, was tranff to 
find him waking from his long diſſembled Death of 
2 Full of Joy which no Tongue can expreſs, in 
his Funeral-Habit, I brought him to the People, and 
{ into the Court. Where the Wickedneſs of the pro- 
fligate Servant (for Fear of freſh Torments) and his 
more profligate Miſtreſs being now made moſt evi- 
dent, the Truth came to light, and my Wife was pu- 
niſh'd mn! perpetual Baniſhment,and the Servant hang'd 

in Chains. 

hy the Su of all, the hundred Crowns were 
judgd to the honeſt Phyſician, as a Reward for his 

py Potion, in which he had freely my Vote, whoſe 
more than Romantick Fortune receiv'd an Event 
worthy of the Divine Providence, who in a little 
Time, nay leſs than a Moment, as I may fay, inſtead 
of becoming Childleſs, ſaw my ſelf Father of two 
Sons doubly redeem'd from Infamy and the Grave. 

Returning Home, the happy Delivery of my Chil. 
dren, appeas'd that Shame and Sorrow, which the 
Infamy of my Wite had otherwiſe fix'd in my Mind, 
The fame Providence that deliver d Orlando from the 
Rage of his Step- Mother, ſoon puniſh'd her more ef- 
fectually than the Sentence of the Court; for as ſhe 
was taking ber Way towards Venice, through the A- 

nes, ſhe fell down a ſmall Precipice, which not 
| g high enough to give her immediate Death, break- 
mg me of her Limbs ſhe languiſh'd awhile, and dy- 
in a moſt remarkable and impious Manner. 


 Cuar, 


EY PAY > 2 = ae.D.Þco..i-cr.. 


dic... AM 


eld — 


W 


* 


cp VII. Gotvin AS 255 


CHAP. VIE 


Tue Continuation of the Hiſtory of Aftalli: u 


the tragical Fate of Uberto, and his three 
Sons. The Death of the young Duke of Roc- 
ca di Mandragone. Aſtalli”s ſhort Invettiue 

ainſt the exorbitant Pride. and Inſolence of 
the Neapolitan Nobility. 


ER private Extravagance on our Separati- 
"mm on, = her Death, ſoon diſcover d it ſelf 
in the Bills that from every Side came in 
FL upon me, and which I ſhould have found 
Difficulry enough to have diſcharg'd, had not a Rela- 
tion (but juſt reconcil'd to me on the Death of my 
Wife) dy'd, and left me a conſiderable Fortune in Mo- 
ney and Eſtate, | 
HINKING n Fate, and 
bearing the Evils J had experienc d, nor willing to truſt 
my ſelf, I made the chief Part of my Fortune over to 
my Son Orlando; allowing a handiom Proviſion for 
Ginſippe, if he liv'd, tho he ſeem'd in a pining Condi- 
tion, and promis'd a Life but of a very ſhort Date, 
as it prov d in ſome few Months after my Retire-- 
ment, The Trouble for which was the leſs, becauſe 
it remoy'd from my Eyes the Memory of a Woman 
who had given me ſo great Pain. * 
Having try'd Friendſhips, and found them falſe; 
Ambition and Courts, and found them falſer; Wo- 
men, but found them, to my own late and 2 
Coſt, falſeſt of all: Having experienc d that Virtue, 
and plain-dealing Honeſty ſerv'd only to make one 
poor and ridiculous in Rome, unable to ſhake off 
two ſuch uncourtly Companions, I Yeſoly'd to retire 


to this Place, where J believ'd they would make a 


M 4 more: 
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more tolerable Shift, than in that intrieguing and 
buſy "14 J therefore choſe this Place, as far 
enough from the Hurry and Deſigns of Court, and 
near enough to its Civility. Where the Inhabitants 
Were ſo happily qualify'd not to be ſuch Strangers to 
Breeding, as to degenerate into Barbariſm, nor 

oyer polite to forſake Honeſty, Thus I ſettled my 
{elf in this delightful Place, whence I have an agreea- 
ble Proſpect of the Mediterranean, which as I ſome- 


times walk on the Beach, I fancy, when toſs'd and 


itated with violent -tem Winds, re ts 
the Confuſion and noiſy —— the City; de 
my ſelf in my double Security from the Reality, 
From the Repreſentation. | 

Bur I ſcon found ſo perfect a Solitude too uneaſy a 

State, and ſt]l wanting ot ſomething, which humane 
Nature requir'd to its Happineſs. For being made a 
converſible Animal,Pleaſure could not be perfect without 
. a Companion, To make my Servants ſo, would on- 
ly raiſe them to Impudence, and debaſe my ſelf to a 
Level almoſt with Brutes miſſing that Satisfaction in 
Converſation, which commonly proceeds from a Pro- 
portion, if not Equality of Underſtanding, and Con- 
gruity of Thoughts and Apprehenſion, which gene- 
rally differs in the ſeveral Stations of Life. Theſe Con- 
ſiderations brought me at laſt to this Reſolution, once 
more to venture in the Lottery of Matrimony, for a 
Prize * 14 os often 75 with, _ vy Cork. 
thought, the ſureſt Way of obtaining, to be a Compli- 
ance with the Bictates of Nature, and Reaſon, more 
than the Impulſe of Avarice, or any other Paſſion. 
__ AFTER a ſmall Enquiry in this Country I Sand a 

Lady qualify'd to my Wiſh; the Daughterof a decay'd 
Gentleman, who liv'd a very private and retir'd Life 

not. many Miles from this Place. Her Father and 
Mother had her ever under their Eye, and bred her 
up. with that Care, that, as Nature had given her a 
Form agrecable, a ſprightly Wit, n 


bl 


— ai «s a _— SE 


„ ͤ 2. OR. Seeds 


a c. 


A 


Chap. VII. Gol Dbzu As 245 
deſty, ſhe Thould not want thoſe Additions, * whicly 
Art could contribute, they therefore mingled her E- 
ducation in that Manner, as to furniſh her with ſo 
much Skill and Houſewifry, as to manage a Family; 
and ſuch a Competence of Leatning, as tor her 
Perſon as conſpicuous as any of her Sex. To me, I 


- 


confeſs, ſhe yet ſeems eaſy, ous in her Tem- 
per, a bl. in her Perſon, modeſt, prudent, and pi-- 
ous in her Conduct, witty, and | in her Conver- 
fation; Accompliſhments enow to c the Love- 


and Eſteem of any Man. Her Love of Solitude was 


oil to mine, and for that ſhe valu'd me the more: 
She lov'd me, becauſe ſhe really believ d I lov'd her; 
and ſhe believ'd that, becauſe I told her ſo. For be- 


ing guilty of no Diſſimulation her ſelf, ſhe could not 
imagine that my Heart and my Tongue could not 
agree, Her Father's Authority was a Medium, not 
auſe of my Happineſs in her Conſent. In ſhort we 
were marry'd, and though Providence has not thought 
fit to bleſs us with Children, yet that makes no Breach» 
in our Tranquillity or Love, which having had an e- 
ven and eaſy Spring and Riſe, till runs on in a ſmooth 
uninterrupted Current of Satisfaction, which nothi 
can diſturb or ruffle while we live; neither ot us de- 
firing Death or fearing it. If any Care of the Future- 
engage our Wiſhes, they are only, that one Fate might 
ſurprize us, one Grave might receive us. But, as that 
very Wiſh is not ſo turbulent to diſturb our prefent- 
Repoſe, ſo have we not any other in Nature, poſſeſ- 
ling what wedelire, and m_ nothing but what we al- 
ready poſſeſs. The Turns and Viciſſitudes of Fortune in 
the World, we think wiſer to hear than be Witneſs 
of; pleas d at the firm Sedateneſs of our own Condi- 
tion, being fix'd in the Axle-Tree of the fickle Goddeſs, 
we ſee around us, in Security, the rapid Motion of the 
wretched World. 
| WE are better pleas'd to travel o'er the various Cli-- 
mates of the Earth wich our Eyes than our Feet; in 
M 5 our 
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aur Studies than in Deed, If any Difficulty ariſe in 
our ing, we leave it to the Deciſion of Reaſon, 
and Probability, rather than to the hazardous Experi- 


ment. Our Thoughts and Obſervations we are con- 


tent to impart to one another, without our ſufferi 


our Vanity to expoſe them to the cenſorious 2nd ig- 


norant Criticks ot the Age; pleas'd in every Thing to 
lead a Life wholly ſtollen, as 1 may fay, from the Com- 
merce and Knowledge of Mankind, What good I 
can do, I willingly, and without Hire ops Phy- 
- fick, that has been my Study, 4— for the Bene- 

fit of my Neighbours, and Preſervation of my own 
Health, and that of my Family, it Temperance the 
ſovereign Elixir of Liſe ſhould fail, or any Accident, 
or Exceſs ſhould invade them, My Days are 
pleaſant, my Nights eaſy; when I wake I know no 
Trouble; when I-Nleep my Slumbers are undiſturb'd, 
And fince Variety compleats the Banquet of Life, I 
neither confine my ſelf to any particular Study, Exer- 
cCiſe, or Recreation; nor peryert a Diverſion into a 

I Was extremely pleas'd with Aſtallis A f 

AS d wi alli's Account o 

his paſt and his preſent Condition and Fortune; and 
thought how much more Virtue acco ies the Fol- 
lowers of Nature, than the Sectaries of Enthuſiaſm ; 
while the Nunneries and Convents, were polluted with 
all the Filth of a Brothel, and theſe ſecular Recluſes (if 
I may call them ſo) ſo innocent, and ſo calmly pious 
and religious. It ought to have caſt a Bluſh over the 
Provincia's Face, while their voluntary Retreat up- 
braided him with ſo little a Regard to the Solemnity 
of a Vow. 

ASTALLI had ſcarce done his Narration, but a Meſ- 
ſenger came to him to defire his ſpeedy Aſſiſtance to 
a-poor Farmer wounded, as it was fear d, mortally, by 
his own Hand in a ſudden Diſtraction for a cruel 
Misfortune that befel him, in the Loſs of his three 
ay by the Pride and Cruelty of a Neapolitan Gran- 
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hor it being now near Bed-Time he faw the Pro- 
vincial to his Apartment, and charitably made haſte to 

the Aſſiſtance of his Neighbour. The . 
come, and the Provincial got up, and his Prayers 
oon ayer, he demanded of 4ſtalli an Account at 


the laſt Night's Adventure. 


Tree is no greater Difficulty flowing from an ar- 
bi Government (aid Aſtalli) than the Inſolence of 
the Nobility; who ſlaviſhly ſurrendering their Liberty 
to the Sovereign, gain by that a Power to d . 
over the Plebeians. My poor Neighbour, to whom L 
was ſent for, is a tragical Proof of this Truth. 


+ UBERTO is a Country-Farmer of the better- 


Sort, and one that had all the neceſſary Plenty, that un- 
corrupted, and unmix'd Nature yields, He had three- 
Sons, hapeful Boys, and extremely belov'd by their 
Father, Benedetto the eldeſt, Giovanni the ſecond,. and 
2 the yo He had given them a liberal E- 
ucation and Nature Modeſty, and Religion Obe-- 
dience, and Piety to their Father, and mutual Love to- 
one another. They went all three Yeſterday from 
Home when - Uberro was fitting at his haſpitable Ta- 
ble with ſome Friends that came td dine. with him. 
As the Glaſs went freely but ſoberly about; one of his 


Hens _— about the Room, as if ſhe was juſt 
gat to lay an Egg, on which be calls the Boy to 
| Basket in < uſual Place, that ſhe mga not 
be to ſeek a Neſt, who had been ſo frujtful, and bene- 
ficial a Servant. But the Hen diſdaining her uſual Red 
coming to her Maſter's Seat, at his Feet on the Floar 
was deliver d of a moſt pogtentous and wonderful 
Birth, bringing forth not an Egg, but a Chicken witk 
2 Things compleat, Feathers, Claws, Wings, Eyes, 
Beak, and the like, which immediately ran after her 
Mother chirping about the Houſe. | 

A Pzon1ey ſo amazing threw him and his Fa- 
mily into a. ſtrange Conſternation; in the midſt, of 
which Confuſion and Deſpondence, came in out att 
| M 6. Breath, 
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Breath, with Horror and Fear in his Face, and under- 
Servant of his, and gives him this melancholy Account 
of the Ruin of all the Hopes of his Family, in the 
Death of his three Sons. Theſe young Men (for fo 
their Years may privilege them to be call'd) had a 
long and intimate Familiarity and Friendſhip with a 
poor neighbouring Country-Man, that liv'd in a ſmall * 
Cottage of his own, and manur'd his own little Pa- 
trimony with his own Hands. It was the Misfor- 
tune of this poor Man to have his Fields join to, 
and bound on the large Eſtate of a powerful Neigh- 
bour, young, rich, haughty, and inſolently abuſing the 
Authority of his Di „and the Reverence of his 
ancient Family, Head of the Factions and Parties, and 
ſo eaſily doing what he pleas'd in the City and 
1 I mean the young Duke of Rocca di Man- 

agone. : 

Lixe Ahab, this young Duke had ſeen, with an 
avaritious Eye, the little Vineyard of this poor Naborh, 
and was reſoly d to have it from him, In order to it, 
- he murther'd or drove away his Cattel, and deſtroy'd 
the Fruits of his Husbandry cer ripe for the Harveſt. 
But not ſatisfy d with this, as long as the unfortunate 
Peaſant enjoy d but the bare G he was reſtleſs, and 
therefore pretending a Diſpute of the Bounds, he chal- 
zeng'd all the poor an's Eſtate to himſelf. The un- 
ha reſs'd Wretch to endeavour to do himſelf 
2 al uſtice, without any Affront to ſo powerful 
an Adverſary, had Yeſterday ſummon'd a great many 
Neighbours together, who knew Time out of Mind 
the Limits of each, to ſettle fairly, and without Fraud, 
the Abutments on each Side. In this Company were 
the three Brothers, to give what Help and Aſſifiance 
they could to their injur'd Friend. But Mandragone 
hearing of their Deſign comes out, attended with Ser- 
vants, and Dogs of all Sorts, to awe and diſturb the 
Survey, puff'd up with Pride of Wealth and Birth be- 
yond all Bounds of Moderation or Reaſon; _—_ 
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with ſo many Witneſſes of his inhuman Violence, he 

ve a Looſe to the haughty Cruelty of his Temper. 

he People addreſs d themſelves to him in Behalf of 
the poor Man with all the Submiſſion and Deference 
imaginable, and with Words adapted to ſooth and bend 
the ſtubborn Ferociouſneſs of his Nature; which he an- 
ſwyer d with Rage and Contempt, telling them. That 
he valu'd not a Ruſh the Opinion of ſuch a Company 
« of ſcoundrel Mob as they were; but aſſur d x x4 
his Servants ſhould immediately thruſt the poor Man 
out of his Cottage by Head and Shoulders.” On 
which the eldeſt of the three Brothers, Benedetto, with 
a little more Briskneſs, and a commendable Liberty, 
thus anſwer d the Duke . © Lord, (ſaid he) tis 
«« unworthy your Quality to in ſo tyrannick a 
manner, or let your Name be brought into a Court 
« of Judicature on ſo unjuſt a Complaint; eſpecially 
« fince the Poor have a Right to vindicate themſelves 
« and Poſſeſſions by the Guardianſhip of the Law, 
* which muſt be their Defence at laſt againſt the un- 
« chriſtian I'fdlence and Oppreſſion of the Rich.” 
Theſe Words; tho? never ſo reaſonable, were as Oil to 
the Flame, adding freſh Fewel to the uncontrollable 


Temper of Mandragone, raiſing his proud Choler to 


the Height of Diſtraction; for {wearing he would 
hang them all upon the Trees, with their Laws: at 
their Backs, he commanded his Huntſmen and Follow- 
ers to ſlip all the Dogs, (of the fierceſt bloody Nature, 
and us'd to fall on Men, and tear the paſſive Villagers,) 
and ſet them on the People. The Dogs thus at Li- 
berty, and halloo'd on by their Keepers, with open 
Mouth attack the terrify'd Multitude, and bite, . rend, 
and tear them in a miſerable manner: To fly-was to 
no purpoſe, and ſo far fiom taming or appealing their 
Rage, that they purſu'd the cloſer, and rag d with the 
ter Fierceneſs, 5 
- STYLVTO, che youngeſt of the three Brothers, be 
ing about fiſteen Years of Age, being knock'd _ 
| 7 
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Breath, with Horror and Fear in his Face, and under- 
Servant of his, and gives him this melancholy Account 
of the Ruin of all the Hopes of his Family, in the 
Death of his three Sons. Theſe young Men (for ſo 
their Years may maar them to be call'd) had a 
long and intimate Familiarity and Friendſhip with a 
poor neighbouring Country-Man, that liv'd in a ſmall * 
Cottage of his own, and manur'd his own little Pa- 
trimony with his own Hands. It was the Misfor- 
tune of this poor Man to have his Fields join to, 
and bound on the large Eſtate of a powerful Neigh- 
bour, young, rich, haughty, and inſolently abuſing the 
Authority of his Dignity, and the Reverence of his 
ancient Family, Head of the Factions and Parties, and 
ſo eaſily doing what he — in the City and 
Court, I mean the young of Rocca di Man- 
dra gone. 5 | 7 
L1xt Ahab, this young Duke had ſeen, with an 
avaritious Eye, the little Vineyard of this poor Naborh, 
and was reſolv'd to have it from him, In order to it, 
- he murther d or drove away his Cattel, and deſtroy d 
the Fruits of his Husbandry &er ripe for the Harveſt, 
But not ſatisfy d with this, as long as the unfortunate 
Peaſant enjoy d but the bare G he was reſtleſs, and 
therefore pretending a Diſpute of the Bounds, he chal- 
zeng'd all the an's Eſtate to himſelf, The un- 
Ha reſs'd Wretch to endeavour to do himſelf 
a file uſtice, without any Affront to ſo powerful 
an Adverſary, had Yeſterday ſummon'd a great many 
Neighbours together, who knew Time out of Mind 
the Limits of each, to ſettle fairly, and without Fraud, 
the Abutments on each Side. In this Company were 
the three Brothers, to give what —_ and Aſlifiance 
they could to their injur'd Friend. But Mandragone 
hearing of their Deſign comes out, attended with Ser- 
vants, and Dogs of all Sorts, to awe and diſturb the 
Survey, puff d up with Pride of Wealth and Birth be- 
yond all of Moderation or Reaſon; a 
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with ſo many Witneſſes of his inhuman Violence, he 

ve a Looſe to the haughty Cruelty of his Temper. 

he People addreſs d themſelves to him in Behalf of 
the poor Man with all the Submiſſion and Deference 
imaginable, and with Words adapted to ſooth and bend 
the ſtubborn Ferociouſneſs of his Nature; which he an- 
ſwer'd with Rage and Contempt, telling them, That 
he valu d not a Ruſh the Opinion of ſuch a Company 
« of ſcoundrel Mob as they were; but aſſur d t 


bis Servants ſhould immediately thruſt the poor Man 
out of his Cottage by Head and Shoulders.” On 


which the eldeſt of the three Brothers, Benedetto, with 
a little more Briskneſs, and a commendable Liberty, 
thus anſwer'd the Duke — My Lord, (ſaid he) tis 
unworthy your Quality to act in ſo tyrannick a 
« manner, or let your Name be brought into a Court 
« of Judicature on ſo unjuſt a Complaint; eſpecially 
« ſince the Poor have a Right to vindicate themſelves 
« and Poſſeſſions by the Guardianſhip of the Law, 
** which muſt be their Defence at laſt againſt the un- 
« chriſtian Ifdlence and Oppreſſion of the Rich.” 
Theſe Words; tho' never ſo reaſonable, were as Oil to 
the Flame, adding freſh Fewel to the uncontrollable 


Temper of Mandragone, railing his proud Choler to 


the Height of Diſtraction; for ſwearing he would 
hang them all upon the Trees, with their Laws at 
their Backs, he commanded his Huntſmen and Follovv- 
ers to ſlip all the Dogs, (of the fierceſt bloody Nature, 
and us d to fall on Men, and tear the paſſive Villagers,) 
and ſet them on the People. The Dogs thus at Li- 
berty, and halloo d on by their Keepers, with open 
Mouth attack the terrify'd Multitude, and bite, rend, 
and tear them in a miſerable manner: To fly-was to 
no purpoſe, and ſo {ar fi om taming or appealing their 
Rage, that © png the cloſer, and rag'd with the 
greater Fier 5 
- S$TLVTO, the youngeſt of the three Brothers, be- 
ing about fiſteen Years of Age, being knock d 1K * 
7 
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a Stone, falls a nefarious Banquet to the Dogs; 
having ſeiz d the fallen Youth, they immediately 

began to tear him in Pieces. The Brothers hearing 

his mournful Cry, ran both to his Reſcue, covering 
his Body, as well as they could, from the Stones that 
were thrown by Mandragone's Servants, and with 
their left Hands endeavour'd in -vain to beat off the 

Dogs; but all they could do could not drive them from 

thei Prey; fo the unfortunate Youth expiring on the 


Spot, with his laſt Words begg d them to revenge his 


untimely cruel Death on the impious Cauſe,” the in- 
human young Duke. 
Tux ſurviving two Brothers ſeeing their beloved 
Sylvio become the Fbod of Dogs, not ſo much out 
of Deſpair, as Contempt of Safety, made up to the 
Duke, attacking him with all the Weapons they had, 
5 [1 of Stones, With — as full of Rage and 
as Courage and v „receiving new Force 
from thitr Injary? Mandragone now — by Habit, 
inur d to Blood and ſuch barbarous Deeds, darts his 
— — _— in — Boſom of ven ade: 92 

igour, that moſt of it paſſing t the Body o 
the Slain, fix'd it ſelf in the Each, and ſut the 
dead Youth in the Air; who tho dead could not fall 
down to the Ground. bd 1 

THen a tall luſty young Fellow, one of the Duke's 
under-Domeſticks, coming to the Help of the Mur- 
therer, threw a Stone at the ſurviving Brother, which 
ſeem d to break his Right Hand all to Pieces, but in 
e only paſs d betwixt the Tips of his Fingers, 
and fell to the Ground without any Execution: How- 
ever, the politick Benedetto made uſe of the Appearance 
to ſecure his Revenge; for pretending himſelf thus to- 
e he comes up to Mandragone, and ſpeaks 
to him in this manner. 

Ex jox the Deſtruction of our whole Family, 
cs lut your inſatiable Cruelty with the innocent 
Blood of three Brothers at once. We liv'd- toge- 
« ther always in perfect Friendſhip and Love; all our 

Deſies, 


enn a. 


on every Hand ſurrounded him, having valorouſly fa- 


7 
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«© Deſires, Pleaſures, and Pains, being the ame; let 
« therefore my Fate from thy Hands exalt the Extre- 
« mity of Cruelty into Mercy, while it unites me to 
« them in my Death, whoſe Life without them muſt 
«« prove moſt miſerable. Go on, reloubted Conque- 
« ror, triumph by the Help of Wea and your 
2222 Beats, over » harm 11 
« unarm'd Company, ted no Treat- 
« ment. Since Fat by a —— Influence, has 
t thus ivd me of this Right Hand, that ſhould, 
« with the Loſs of thy Life, have reveng'd my Bro- 
<« ther's Death, let thine ſecure thee from any after 
e CET 
« an arbitrary Oppreſſion 'd this poor 
« out ot bis —— you muſt at laſt be forc d 
« to have ſome Neighbour or other.“ | 
MANDRAGONE all on fire by theſe Words, 
ſnatches out his Sword, and drives at the young Be- 
nedetto, reſolving to * him with his own Hand; 
but he ſound ſoon to his Coſt, that notwithſtanding 
the Advantage of his Weapon, he had engag d a Per- 
ſon brave and fierce as himſelf, who with a 
Gripe ſeizing his Arm, with one ſtrong Effort wr 
ed his Sword out of his Hand, and with redoubled 
Blows ſoon drove his 2 Soul out of his Body. 
To avoid his being taken by the Servants, who now 


crific'd two or three to his Brothers Manes, he with 
a nimble Addreſs lit his own Wind- pipe with the 
Sword yet reeking with his Enemy's Blood. 

Tuls was the fatal Miſchief the ſtrange Prodi 
portended, which being in this manner related to t 
diſconſolate Father, the old Man, unable to utter a 
Word or ſecret Tear, ſnatching up one of the Knives 
with which he had been carving to his Gueſts, he 
cut his own Throat. In the midſt of this Confu- 
ſion, a Relation in the Houſe ſeeing him breath, took 
Horſe immediately, and came to fetch me to _ 


be. 
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there were any Means left to recover his Kinſman; 
but he had done his Buſineſs too effectually to leave 
me any Poſſibility of applying my Art. Who that 
conſiders this tragical Event, but muſt conclude not 
only that there is a Providence, but alſo as its Con- 
ſequence, that there is an Immortality of the Soul, and 
future Rewards and Puniſhments fairly to adjuſt this 
Reckoning betwixt Mandragone and Uberto? The 
Nobility are generally puff d up with ſuch an Opi- 
nion of their Quality, or Riches; or Power, or all to- 

gether, that they believe themſelves to be ſome ſu 
rior Species of Beings, and that the Laws of Reaſon, 
Religion, and common Honeſty, were only made for 
the VUnderlings of Mankind, while they are exempt 
from all the Obligations of Society. There is no 
Law can bind them, no Religion influence them, nor 
any Humanity move them, to do Juſtice,- and love 
| . * Whereas, in Reality, they are generally ſpeak- 
ing, inferior to all the reſt of Mankind; their native 
Pride of Birth marries them early to Ignorance, which 
are ſo fond of, as to t a numerous Race of 
Follies and Vices upon her, which diſtinguiſh their 
Sires by Impudence and Violence. They are gene- 
rally compos'd of two oppoſite Ingredients, Avarice 
— Profuſion, all Caralines in their T , covetous 
of other Men's'Goods, but profuſe of their own ; on 
at once tenacious of their own, and defirous of their 
Neighbours.” 'Their ancient Hoſpitality is loſt, and 
Generoſity is fled from their Order, Operto Capite, (as 
Petronius expreſſes it) Bona ſua nu merant, purſue their 
own Advantage, without any Regard to Right or 
Wrong. Either the little Arts of trading Cits, as 
Uſury, Extortion, Cc. are their Study; or elſe, which 
is worſe, little perverted Politicks directed to the devi- 
ous Path of their own private Gain: In ſhort, they 
are meer Idols for Fools to worſhip, the Calves of 
Bethel, that have Eyes, and ſce not, Ears, and hear 
not; meer Machines of Power, {et up on high for 
Miſchief, 
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Miſchief, not Benefit, that plead Privi for being 
Fools and Knaves, Robbers 2 ein | 


PROVIDENCE has already paid Mandragone Part 
of his Due, by catting him off in the very Bloom. of 


his Years, the full flowing Tide of his Fortune, 


ador'd and fear d by the People, and courted by the 
Great. His Father was a younger Son of a younger 
Branch of the fame Family, at ſome Diſtance from the 
Hopes of the Dignities and Honours at which he ar- 
rivd. A very indifferent Poſt would once have been 
thought a very tolerable Proviſion for him; and when 
he firſt left the College, it was thought, that his Am- 
bition was not — higher; Far his Youth ard 
Addreſs gave him Footing on the firſt Round of For- 
tune, by marrying a Lady of ſome Figure and a For- 
tune in the Court. On this Foundation he ſoon got 
a Poſt of Conſideration, and being Maſter ot a volu- 
ble Tongue, abundance of Aſſurance, ſome Wh agent 
deal of Cunning, a plauſible Addreſs where he had any 
Deſign to carry on, Affability to moſt whoſe Hopes 
ded on him, with whom, by the doubtful Pro- 
miſes he ſcatter d among then, he filfd up his Levies; 
He ſoon thruſt himſelf into the moſt important Affairs 
of the Nation; and having an enterprizing Head, 
in the dubious Times of War, eaſily drew the Ma- 
nagement of the neceſſary Support of the State into 
his own Hands. By this, and Bribes, managing Par- 
nd the like, he amaſs'd together a 

vaſt Eſtate; bur all that his Avarice, Rapine, and Op- 


preſſion of the People in the Gabels, had got, he left 


to this his only Son, whoſe Fate you have heard; 


who proving Heir to his Father's Vices, as well as his 


ill got Eſtate, and the high Dignity of Duke of Rocca 
di Mandragone, that fell to him but a little before his 
Death, having furviv'd near twenty between him and 
this Title, periſh'd in the very Act of Injuſtice, Op- 
— 0ny Murther, and has concluded an impious 
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Family in an impious manner, And may ſuch, or 
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much worſe, be the Fate of all thoſe who facrifice 
to their own private Service the publick Intereſt of 
their Country. | 
Tux good Aſtalli having ended his Diſcourſe with 
ſome honeſt Warmth, and the Provincial naw pretty 
well recoyer'd, return'd his Thanks and his Benediction, 
we immediately purſu d our Journey to Naples: Where 
ing arriw d, we went directly to the chief Convent 
of. the Order calbd Sanda Maria Nowa. 


m End of the Thid BOOK. 
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CHAP. I. 


Of Fantafio's Eſcape from the Fryar's Convent, 
and the Danger he went through till he got 
into a Widow Lady's Houſe. The Diſcourſes 

f ſeveral Lady-Viſners on the Duties and Ad- 
vantage of Widowhood, the extraordinary Con- 
duct of ſeveral Widows, &c. 


= A UFFICIENTLY tird with a 
ery =z View of the Vices and Follies of the 
SPI Fryars, I conſider'd with my ſelf how 
* Wl] 1 could make my Eſcape before the 
Provincial left Naples, dreading fill m 
[47> 1.1) Journey to Rome, as if in this Diſgui 
I] were ſcarce ſecure from the Cardinal's Hate and Re- 
venge. It happen d, that I was left to the Care of a 
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N the Order, till the Provincial's Return 
a Viſit he was gone to make to a Lady, and great 
Devotee to his Order. I had not been long in his Cel, 
but a jolly brisk Father of about thirty five came in 
to him, and having almoſt ſmother d him with Kiſſes, 
threw him on the Bed, and paſs d to thoſe Pleaſures 
the Arms of a Fair Lady could afford a vigorous 
Lover; for J ſoon found this pretended Novice to be 
a young Woman maintain'd"by ſome Fryars for their 
domeſtick Uſe, fo to qualify their Lewdneſs as to 
make them able to carry a ſanctimonious Phiz in the 
Eye of the World. This good Father having fatisfy'd 
his Appetite, and ſomething abated the Edge of his 
Vigour, he withdrew. Soon after another came in, 
about forty*five, and paſſing the ame Complements 
on the * 4 Novice, retir d; but the Door was ſo 
well guarded and taken care of, that I could not get 
out; till at laſt came an old Father of Sixty, and 
haſtening to his Journey's End, forgot to cloſe the 
Door of the Cell; I took Occaſion by the Fore Lock, 
remembering, even in my Canize State, that Time is 
an old Gentleman bald all behind; ſo ſlipping into the 
Gallery, (it being now about the Evening Twilight) 
I paſs d out of the Convent without any — ; (Do 
Adventure. Being now at Liberty, and enlarg'd from 
that odious Priſon or Den of Hypocriſy and Irreligion, 
I could not preſently reliſh the Bleſſing J had ob- 
. tain'd, by being infinitely at a Loſs, tho in the open 
Streets, how to diſpoſe of my ſelf, or which Way to 
ſteer my Courſe. * I ſoon found the Tenderneſs of my 
new Feet not well adapted to the ſharp Roughnels 
of the Pavements, and how far my uncertain Fate 
would carry me before I could find a Retreat I could 
not yet tell, My Fears were ready to lay more trou- 
bleſome and terrible Conſiderations in the Way, by re- 
preſenting my Danger from the Aſſaults of my Bro- 
ther Dogs, under which I had no Hopes of ſupport- 
ing my ſelf, if with Life, at leaſt not from Wounds 


very uneaſy Conſequence; for Dogs being domeſtiok 
Animals, 
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Animals. and very converſant with Men, ſeem to have 
contracted that barbarous Diſeaſe of Nature from them 
of worrying one another. fa | 
WaiLt theſe anxious Conſiderations kept me in 
Suſpence, not far from the Gate of the Convent, I 
ceiv'd, by the Light of a Flambeau, the Provincial 
imſelf making up to me. The Rubicon was paſt, 
and it was now too late to conſult my Doubts and 
Fears any longer, unleſs I reſolvd again to return to 
that Hive of letcherous Drones: The Apprehenſion of 
which prevail'd over all others, and made me ſpring 
forward, and try che utmoſt Swiftneſs of my Heels; 
and the Fear of the Provincial was fo ſtrong in my 
Mind, that I had travers d the beſt Part of the City 
of Naples, before I durſt ſtop to conſider where to go 
to oblerve what Door was open of any — 
Houſe, aſſuring my ſelf of the better Eſteem and Fare 
in the Palatios of Quality, than in the Caſas of the 
Vulgar, where Dogs of Figure are never ſo welcome 
as in the former. But hearing a great Noiſe of the 
Mob, and the ſnarling, barking, and fighting of ſeve- 
ral great Dogs; diſcarding my Delicacy, and turnin 
down the next Street, I ran full Speed into the firſt 
Door I faw open, without conſidering the Magnifi- 
cence of the Structure. 
BEING got into the Security of the Houſe, as the 
Danger vaniſh'd my Courage return d; yet panting and 
out of Breath FO the Fright and Fatigue, 'I-t L 
my ſelf down at the Foot of the Stairs; till being 
etty well refreſh'd, I ventur d up with: the next 
Lo that mounted full of the Impertinence of Fe. 
male Viſitants; having obſcrv'd three or four go up 
before, I concluded that there was ſome good Cheer 
towards, which was a Thought of ſome Comfort to 
my hungry. Appetite: For by the Abſence of the Pro- 


vincial all the Day from the Convent, and the more 
apreeable Buſineſs, which had wholly. employd the 
Thoughts and the Perſon, of the Female Fryar Guar- 
dian, and the Fatigue of my little Journey — 

| ch 


ſuch imminent Danger, and ſtronger” Fears, my Sto- 
mach was very empty, and im 'd my Induſtry 
to appeaſe its clamorous Demands. 

MovunTinG up the Stairs, I found the Apart- 
ments hung all in Black, which gave ſome Mortifica- 
tion to my eager Appetite, hoping but little Supply 
from this Houſe of Tears and Sorrow ; which Thought 
had prevail'd on me to have ſought out treſh Quarters, 
had not the Fear of encountering ſuch terrible Adven- 
tures as I had juſt paſo d with ſo much iy 8 
determin'd me to wait tor ſome lucky Event: Be- 
ſides, I began to reflect, that theſe Sable Ornaments 
might only be the decent Hypocriſy of ſome joy ful 
Heir for the Death of a Miſer of a Father, that had 
been ſo long the Check on his Pleaſures, and the diſ- 
gu Bar to his Riot; that being now Maſter of his 

iſnes in Wealth and Liberty, his Revels might — 
vent and extinguiſh the Funeral Sorrows: Or t ! 
might be the outſide Formalities ot ſome happy Huſ- 
band for the Departure of his Wife: A Loſs, that ge- 
nerally brings no more Grief than the firſt Glaſs of 
Wine at her Obſequies will carry down ; for while 
Cuſtom obliges him to pay a publick Grimace to his 
Wife's Family and Memory, the | of his Liberty 
makes him offer the Libations of the Bottel to his 
own Satisfaction; at leaſt, this is what I have obſerv'd 
t my long Peregrination in the Shape which 
Biancha Pamfili gave me by her Art to eſcape the 
Cardinal's Reſentment, eſpecially in the North-Weſt 
Parts of Europe, as will be evident from the Sequel of 
my 9 , 

Ox t t 1, it may be fome joyful 
Widows Vizor Ly” * her Satisfaction for the Los 
of her Lord and Tyrant call'd a Husband, and ſo all 
this is only the gloomy Shadow under which ſhe 
with the more Fafe is Miſtreſs of her Pleaſure: For 
how eager {ocver a Man and Woman may be to come 
together, they are ten times as cager for the happy 
Moment of ation; and the firſt Tranſports and 
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ys in one another's Arms, after the Sighs and Long- 
Joy of a tedious Addreſs, are leſ- 4 Raptures 
finding either in the cold Arms of Death after the - 
more tedious Servitude of Matrimony; for it is the 
unhappy Fate of human Kind always to purſue that 
with eager — e which we ſoon quit with 
Eaſe and Satisfaction. | | 
In theſe, and the like Thoughts, I follow'd two La- 
dies into the Sala Regia, of Chamber of Reception, 
which I found ſet out in this following manner. The 
Hangings, Sconces, Branches, Tables, Chairs, and 
Couch, were all as black as a ſtarleſs Night. At the 
End of the Room, and fartheſt from the Glare of the 
magnificent Illuminations of the Chamber, on a Sable 
Couch fate a Lady ng on her Arm ina languiſh- 
ing Poſture, and often wiping, or ſeeming to wipe, 
with her ſnowy Hand and Handkerchief, the imagina 
Tears from her Eyes; while a thick dusky Veil fa 
over her Face and obſcur'd the Beauty of thoſe Eyes 
which when diſcover'd ſhone in that Firmament of 
Jet like two bright planetary Venus's in a black Win- 
ter's Night. In a Semi-Circle before this Couch fate 
firſt four Matron-like Ladics of a reverend Appearance, 
next them the two young Ladies whom I had fol- 
low'd, one about twenty two, - who had now a ſecond 
Husband, and another about twenty, never yet mar- 
ried, thoꝰ agreeable —_— invite. 

I PRomts'D my ſelf from a Company — 9—wr] 
on ſo peculiar an Occaſion, as iar a Diverfion, 
Laying therefore my ſelf down in the midſt of the 
Circle, and as near the — Mourner - I could, 
in Appearance I compos'd my ſelf to Repoſe; but on 
the — — baniſüng that Canine Diete I liſtep'd 
with all the human Curioſity of Jealouſy it ſelf: When 
a prave and reverend Matron, who fate next the Couch 
foon began to baniſh Silence, which muſt always be 
extremely ſhort-liv*d in the Company of ſeven Women, 
and oper d in this manner. 
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Tuo the higheſt Goo is to be deſir d by all Peo- 
« ple that think right, and by coniequence the LoG 
©: of that Good in the Death of a Friend ſo near and 
« dear to us as a Husband, is to be deplor'd with 
« Tears of Sincerity; yet certainly it is but a great 
* Folly to puſh this reaſonable Grief beyond the 
© Bounds of Reaſon, and chute to enjoy no Good at 
all, when it is not in our Power to poſſeſꝭ the 
« higheſt. Beſides, my dear Lady, we too commonly 
* injure the Memory we pay our Lamentations to, by 
loading our fleeting Hours with the Unhappineſs ot 
© a too anxious Sorrow. for him, who when alive 
% would have died to deliver us even from the very 
« Imagination ot it. 

„ MoNns1GNOR Renate was indeed a very tender 
« Husband, remitting much of that tyrannick Severity 
te of Matrimony, which generally renders it ſo tedious 
* and diſa le to our Sex; yet, Madam, you diſ- 
«« appoint, his Aim in oy the Advantage of fo 
0 conſiderable a Fortune to ſo much Beauty, if you 
« waſte your Days thus in Sorrow for a, Loſs which 
* cannot be retriev d by all tte Tears you ſhed, or 
* thoſe bootleſs Diſquiets which you vainly give your 
« ſelf in the Spring of your Age, when Lite affords 
« the higheſt Reliſh of the Goods of Fortune and Na- 
* ture. Do you imagine, that the Dead troub!c 
« themſelves with our Thoughts about them, which 
« they know no more than our Actions? There is 
& 100 great 2 Gulph betwixt this Life and the next 
« for any Communication to he held, or any Spies to 
« be-maintain'd, to give a Woman any Cauſe of con- 
« ſtraining her ſelf to Formalities, that are Enemies to 
& her Pleaſures and brighter Enjoy ments. Woman 
js made entirely for Pleaſure, the fooliſh Pride of 
& Man has excluded her from the Fatigue of Camps 
„ and Councils, confin'd her to the Alcove and the 
« Toylet, left nothing for the Cbject of her Thoughts 
«but how to {often the tedious Time with Pleature 
„and Satisfaction. You ſin therefore, my Dear, 
« againſt 
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againſt Nature, which bends with all its Force to 
« Indolence and Delight, and declines with its utmoſt 
« Caution all thoſe Anxieties which are Foes to that 
« Repoſe and Eaſe which is ſo neceſlary to our Satiſ- 
c«« faction, How is it poſſible that a Woman ſhould 
« ſeek Pain, and ſhun Pleaſure? Purſue not, therefore, 
« 4 Grief, that if real is a fatal Enemy to _ Youth, 
«« your Beauty, and your Wealth; if falſe, an H 
« criſy of very little Uſe to your Reputation or En- 
« joyments. Tis true, there are decent Forms to be 
« obſery'd, the. World expects them from us; and the 
„Week after the Husband dies Tears may appear 
ce oraceful in the Eyes ot a young Widow, becauſe 
4 4 Shortneſs of the Time allows the Malicious to 
« believe that it is poſſible they may be real; but 
after ſix Months Widowhood to be  outragious a 
« Mourner, ſhews at beſt but an Impotence of Pa- 
<«« fion, unworthy of good Senſe, or an H 
60 d ſo far, as to be viſible to all the World. 

« Taxr not my friendly Liberty, my dear Lady, 
e amiſs, fince ſpoken out of a ſincere for your 
« Pleaſure and your Fame; for while we ſtrain Na- 
ture beyond its genuine Extent, we often fall into 
« Follies as ſurprizing and unaccountable; As will ap- 
- from the Story of a Relation of my own,” 


N the r b> Nola liv'd a Knight of an ancient 


Family, who havin the greateſt of his Time 
in a fngle Lite, 5 In Doge of W. fell in 
Love with my Couſin Laodamia Pepeſumo, who as 
ſhe wanted all the Smiles of Fortune, was infinitely 
rich in all thoſe of Nature that can be found in the 
B-auty of the Body. Her Shape was admirable, her 
Stature tall, her Eyes ſprightly, her Hair of the pureſt 
Gold hung waving in wanton Curls down to her 
Waſte; a modeſt Bruſh heighten'd the Charms of her 
Face, while a pleaſing Smile diſcover'd within her 
Lips of Coral two Rows of pearly Teeth, as even as 
white, Her Voice was like that or the Syrens, none 
could avoid the Rock of Love that ſuffer d the har- 

Ver. I. N monious 
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monious Accents to enter their Ears. Nor was ſhe 


Harren in Wit and good Senſe; there was Muſick in 
her Words, and the Muſes and the Graces danc'd to 
the Motion of her Tongue; for ſhe never ſpoke but 


the Melody was too tranſporting to let any Hearer be 
indifferent. 

T AES E Perfections you may be aſſur d drew many 
'Admirers; but ſuch are the baſe and degenerate Prin- 
Ciples of Man, that all the Charms of a Goddeſs were 
too weak to make her a Wife, while ſhe wanted that 
golden Shower that open'd the brazen Tower to Fu- 
Piter himſelf; So that had not the doting Years of the 
Cavaliero 28 quite loſt the ſordid Cunning of 
Man, ſhe had been in very great Danger of a Nunnery, 
or the Infamy of an old Maid. But he being too old 
to hope 228 his Avarice b iage, was re- 
folv'd at to gratify his Pleaſure; I 
fectly raviſh'd with her Beauties, to them ſurrender d 
His Heart, and with that his Perſon and Fortune; for 

marrying her, he ſettled a conſiderable Eſtate on her if 
the happen'd to out- liye him; in his Life-tirhe com- 
manding him and his whole Fortune. 

Bur the Diſparity betwixt his Deſire and Capacity 
awas ſo great, that in a little time Laodamia became a 
rich young Widow. She prudently expreſs'd all the 
Fondneſs of Love for her old dying Husband, watch- 
ing with him whole Nights, nor leaving his Chamber 
all the Day, ſnatching only now and then, in Obedi- 
ence to Nature, a ſhort Slumber in a Chair by his 
Bed- ſide. Whether he was really fo dear to her, or 
not, or whether ſhe paid that conſtant Attendance to 
prevent the Inſinuations of thoſe by her Preſence, 
whom her Abſence might have encourag'd to have 
Ifſen'd her Fortune for the Encreaſe of their own, 1 
will not pretend to determine; but her apparent Care 
and AMduity won his Heart ſo far, that what Provi- 
fion he had already made for her ſeem d too little for 
Her Merits, and therefore made conſiderable Additions 


Tur 


SSS JS 


Chap.T. Gorpren As 267 


Tus far her Concern was reaſonable, becauſe it 
was politick, and uc'd that advantagious Effect 
which ſhe only could propoſe as the Aim of her Acti- 
ons; but her Conduct after his Deceaſe was ſo ſingular 
and extravagant, that ſhe juſtly merited the Intamy 
which ſhe fell into. 
Tux Knight 3 dead, ſhe pretended to fall 
into ſo violent a Paſſion as could not be aſſuag d by 
all the Advice and Comfort of Friends. She attempt - 
ed to put an end to her Life, when Death had juſt 
put it in her Power to participate of all the Enjoy- 
ments of Life. Being difarm'd of all dan s Weapons, 
ſhe threw her {elf down by the dead Bedy of the old 
Man, and claſping him in her eager Arms, as if the 
Hypocriſy yet be of Uſe to her with him, or 
that from her warm Embraces ſhe could convey new 
Breath into him, or by her clamorous Griefs recal that 
Soul which was now fled out of the Reach of her 
Exclamations, and Power of her Charms, * 
Ir was with all the Force imaginable that after one 
whole Night ſpent in this manner ſhe was dragg d 
from ſo loathſome a Bedfellow, proteſting in a moſt 
frantick manner that ſhe would not out-live him, but 
would be interr'd in the fame Grave with the dear 
Lord of her Deſires, and Source of her Happineſs; 
ſince the World had nothing now left in it 


worth 
of her Thoughts, or capable of making Life tolerable 
to her. | 


By the Authority of Parents ſpiritual and temporal. 
the Perſuaſions of Friends, and her own Weakneſs, ſhe 
was at laſt compell'd to another Bed, all in Tears, and 
— Air with Sighs, Groans, and Complaints 


But while they took care to watch her, they temov'd 
the Corps of her Husband to the Tomb of his An- 
ceſtors; and in a few Days the exceſſive Rape of her 
Griet being ſomewhat abated by a real Illneſs, into 
which the over. acting her part had now thrown her, 
by the — of Phyſicians, the Comforts of her Re- 
ktions, her own Conſtitution, ſhe came to that 
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Moderation in her Paſſion, and Health in her Body, 
as to be able to leave her Bed: But ſtill kept up an 
ſtinate State of Melancholy, and expreſs d ſo great an 
Averſion to all Mankind, that ſhe turn'd away all her 
Male Servants, and excluded her Females from a ch- 
ing her Apartment, but when call'd by her ſelf, 

In this Condition ſhe remain'd for above a Month, 
refuſing all Viſits, and giving her ſelt up to Prayer and 
Reading, when the Intervals of her Sorrow would af- 
ford her this Relief. 

SHE had a Maid call'd Flora, who was Daughter of 
a_Catchpole of Naples, a Girl of ſome Wit, and of as 
good an Education as the Subſtance of an old Aunt in 
Nola could give her. The Condition of her Father 
was unkrow in the Family, which made the eaſier 
way for her Fayour with her Miſtreſs, which in the 
Liſe- time of the old Knight ſhe had in an eminent 
manner. But preſuming on that, ſhe had taken the 
Liberty to ſpeak a little freely to her Lady again(t 
this Extremity of Melancholy to which ſhe had given 
her {elf up, and provok d her fo far by that Preſum- 
ption, as to make her forbid her Sight, and give her 
Warning to quit her Service in a Month, 

FLORA had a Brother that was a Valet to an old 
Gentleman of a decay'd Fortune, who yet had the 
Vanity of keeping up the Figure of his Quality, This 
Valct's Name was Tancredo; he was very handſome in 


his Perſon, and had a Volubility of Tongue, and a na- 


tural and acquir d Impudence, ſufficient for any Un- 
dertaking that depended meerly on that. 

FLORA reaſonably imagin d that all this exceſſive 
Grief of her Lady was too affectedly violent to be 
real and wel- grounded; which made it poſſible, that 
by a ſubtle Device ſhe might at once be reveng'd of 
her Miſtreſs's unjuſt Anger, prefer her own Brother, 
and make her own Fortune. Laying therefore the 
Deſign as ſhe and her Brother could contnve it, they 


in a few Nights thus put it in Practice. Tuncredo, by 


kis Siſter's Help, and his own Stock, furniſhes 2 
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ſelf with a handſome Suit of Officers Cloaths, and 
every thing anſwerable to ſo honourable a Poſt. Flora- 
having plac'd her ſelf at the Door: lets him into the 
Houſe, and directs him to her Lady's Apartment; whey 
drawirg his Sword, and artfully putting on the Con- 
cern of a Perſon purſu'd, and in immediate Danger of 
Life, he enters, and leaves the Sucteſs to his Impu-- 
dence, and the Lady's Capricio. 

LAODAMIA was then on her Couch with a Book 
in her Hand, and her Eyes thrown up to Heaven, 4s- 
full of ſeeming Thought, as if the moſt facred Con-- 
templations had taken up her whole Mind. As ſoon 
as ſhe aw a very handſome young Fellow approach 
her in that manner, ſhe ſtarted up, and ſcream d out 
aloud; he flew up to her, and caſting himſelf at her 
Feet, begg'd her not to be frighted at fo ſurprizing a 
View, and an Intruſion which Neceſſity had forc'd 
him to commit. He implor'd but fo much Patience 
as to hear his Condition, and then he would ſurrender 
himſelf up entirely to her Diſpoſal, and put his Life 
immediately in her Hands, He ſpoke this with ſuch 
an Emphalis of Fear and Concern, that he ſoon ap- 
peas'd her Rage and Apprehenfion. She bid him there- 
fore put up his Sword, take a Chair, and in a few 
Words clear himſelf of that Impudence he yet ſeenvd 

ilty of, in thruſting himſelf not only into her Houſe, 

ut into the 83 of Retirement of a Lady of 
her Quality, which, unleſs he ſufficiently made out 
the Neceſſity that n him, merited no leſs than 


the Death he pretended to fly from. ' 
ve HE immediately put up his Sword, but, ſhe being 
be again fate down on the Couch, he continu'd with oe 
that Knee fix'd to the Floor, and began in this manner. 
4 0 
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CHAP. II. 


The Story of Tancredo and Olympia Mellini. 
- "Gd of his Stratagem 2 
ia. | 
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O, Madam, faid he, I yet appear too cri- 
« minal to leave this Poſture of a Sup- 
Plant; let me, Madam, convince you 
bot my Innocence by a Relation of m 
« Misfortunes before I preſume to look up to thoſe 
Eyes like Lightning darted from the angry Face of 
«© Heaven have already almoſt ſtruck me dead. How- 
1 ever, I hope, when you have heard my Story, Madam, 
« 25 you have the moſt Beauty of your Sex, ſo you will 
* have the moſt Generoſity and Compaſſion, and not 
* throw me out a hunted Victim to Murtherers, but 
* afford your ProteCtion to an unfortunate Gentleman, 
< a Stranger to the City; and whoſe Birth and Qua- 
« jity may challenge ſome little Repard.” 

Know then, divine Lady, that I am by Birth a Ro- 
man, of the illuſtrious 3 the Marquiſs of 
Ruſpogli, who is my Father, tho' too cruel and bar- 
barous to merit ſo tender a Name. There has been 
for ſome Generations an hereditary Hatred betwixt 
ours and the Family of Mellini, which has often been 
extended to ſuch Inhumanities as I am aſham'd to re- 

t, even in Reſpect to that Father who no longer 
ks on me as a Son, but as the moſt odious of 
Enemies, ſeeking by the Hands of Bravos the Life he 
gave me; becauſe Love had gm. go that barba- 


rous Thirſt of Revenge which already been too 
fatal to our Family. 

OLYMPIA MELLINI was the moſt charming 
of the Sex that I ever faw till this Moment that For- 
tune has thrown me at your Feet. It was my Chance 
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at Church one Day, ignorant of her Perſon and her 
Beauties, to kneel next to her, and making ſome 5 


and gallant Addrefles to her, I was a little ſurpriz 
the Wit and Swyeetneſs of her Repartces. 

« T Ever condemn'd thoſe Veils, Madam, till now, 
« (faid I;) for tho they may ſometimes provoke our 
« Curioſity to a Diſappointment, yet they infallibly 
very often ſecure the Heart Fom Beauty, that might 
« elſe be too dangerous to our Repoſe: So that I can- 
not but thank my Stars, Madam, for faving my 
Heart at the Expence of my Curioſity. « Iamatraid 
(return'd the Lady) & the Exchange is not fo advanta- 
« gious as you may ſem to believe; for I am confi- 
« dent it is with you as with moſt of your Sex, who 
« owe more Fatigue to their Curiofity than Love.“ 
—As ſhe faid the Words ſhe took occaſion to throw 
ſo much of her Veil aſide, as to diſcover a Face and 
Boſom that might vanquiſh an Anchorite. 

I Mape her ſenſible of her Conqueſt, and preſs'd 
her to a Continuance of our Commerce, but was 
Thunder-ftruck to hear the Name of Mellini. I either 
had not in my Heart any of that unreaſonable Hatred 
that old Piques had ſo long maintain d, or elſe her 
Eyes in a Moment baniſh'd even the very Memory of 
it. I durſt not tell her my Name, for fear I had not 
had ſo good an Advocate in her Mind, as ſhe I found 
had in mine; and therefore aſſum'd the Title of Count 
Capizzuchi my Schooltellow, ſo extremely like me in 
Perſon, Voice, Mien, and Humour, that we had often 
paſs d for each other. I manag'd this Affair with that 
Succeſs, that I ſoon found my {elf as much Maſtes 
of her Inclinations as ſhe was of mine; till the Com- 
merce was become fo tender, that it was impoſſible 
to part us without our mutual Deſtruction. It was 
now come to this, that there was a Neceſſity of con- 
feſſing my Family, but with this Aſſurance, that 1 
would never leave my Father till 1 had obtain d his 
Conſent; hoping, that as our Love began in the 
Church, it was the Gift of Providence by our Union 
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to cement our two Houſes in a Ay Agreement, 
in 2 an end to thoſe Jars which had already been 
o bloody to both. Tho her Surprize was great, yet 
her Paſſion was greater; and ſhe gave her Promiſe im- 
mediately to attack the Conſent of her Father, thro? 
the Tenderneſs of her Mother's Affection for an only 
Daughter. 

I Had always been moſt tenderly beloy'd by my 
Father till the very Day that I ventur'd to make the 
fatal Diſcovery; which I did with all the Preparation 
and Art I was capable of uſing in a Point on which 
both my Happineſs and Life had a certain Dependance. 
And having got his Aſſurance, that there was nothing 
in his Power that he would not do to fix my Satety 
and Satisfaction, I told him the Story of my Love, 
and the Family of may Miſtreſs. But, Madam, it is 
impoſſible to paint the Rage that immediately poſſeſs d 
him at the mention of her Name; he call'd me rebel- 
lious, ingrateful, fooliſh, diſhonourable Boy, and every 
odious Expreſſion that could make evident the invin- 
cible Hatred which he bore to the Mellini. He 
' .charg'd me on his Bleſſing, nay, under the heavy Pe- 
nalty of his Curſe, never to ſee, converſe with, nor 
think of Olympia more; and then perhaps he might 
torgive, and, if poſſible, forget my monſtrous Tranſ- 

eſſion. 
= vr I was in Love, which baniſh'd Prudence from 
my Conduct, and put me on an obftinate Vindication 
of my Paſſion, the Merits of the Lady, and the Im- 

Mbility of my ceaſing to love her, I urg'd the 
Unreaſorableneſe and want of Chriſtianity in ſuch im- 
placable Hatreds; that Providence thus ſeem'd to have 
mark'd out a Way to a happy Reconciliation of two 
Families of ſuch Note an Bene in Rome, which 
united, would not only put an end to bloody Mur- 
thers, but gain an Authority much ſtronger and more 
powerful by fo politick a Union, 


Bur this was to add Fuel to the Flame, to caſt. 


Oil and Sulphur into the Fire. He ſuuck me, and 
3 forbid 
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forbid me his Preſence, but order d me to be coafin d 
for ſome Days to my Chamber, till he heard of the 
Encloſure of Donna Olympia Mellini. For her Mother 
had no ſooner, by her Importunity, mov'd her Father 
in the Caſe, but he diſcover'd no leſs Fury and Aver- 
ſion to the Match than my Father had done. But en- 
quiring farther into the Matter, with ſome Addreſs, . 
and diſſembled Calm, he found what Progreſs I had 
made in her Heart, and therefore immediately ſent her 
away, without allowing her the leaſt Opportunity of 
{eading me any notice of her deſperate Condition, to 
a Nunnery in Florence, where a Siſter of her's was - 
Abbeſs. | 

ALL I could learn when I was enlarg'd by my Fa- 

ther, was only that ſne was ſent away, but not 

find out — It coſt me much Induſtry, and a 
great deal of Money, to make the Diſcovery ; which 
yet only added to my Miſery, by the Knowledge of 
the Place of her Priſon, and the Perſon of — Goaler. r 

I WiLL not, Madam, t to you perpetu 
Throws and Pangs of np Boa — the irrecoverable 
Loſs of the Perſon that only could make Lite ſup- 

rtable. Deſpair threw me into a dangerous Feaver, . 
in which I had not the Comforts of a Father's Smiles, 
as never once coming near me during all my Sicknels, 
being but too ſenſible of the hateful Cauſe of the Ma⸗ 
lady. But my Fate, that reſervd me to greater Mit. 
fortunes, gave me Strength to vanquiſh this Diſorder 
of my Blood: And the fanguine Complexion of my 
Temper ſtill furniſhing freſh Hopes from my Induſtry 
and Paſſion, I thought nothing was impoſſible for me 
to effect tor ſo glorious a Reward as Olympia Mellini. 

I Grew better every Day, and being now perfectly 
recover d, I made it my Buſineſs. to get what —— 
and Money I could. and to diſpoſe of it in ſuch Places 
8 enable me beſt to employ it tor my Olympia s 

PCs Ti 

THe better to conceal my Deſigns from her Father 
and mine, I made publick * to another, tho 
Ng 
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| by her Conſent, ſhe being my Confident in the De- 
, and which as I took care to have it as much as 
poſſible nois'd about the City, ſo Olympia's Father took 
care to inform his Daughter of it in all the aggravating 
Terms imaginable. This by degrees leſſen d my Fa- 
ther's Reſentment, and open'd his Purſe. Having be- 
ſides ſtrain d my Credit to the utmoſt, I was now fur- 
niſh'd with ſufficient Proviſion to make us live hap- 
ily in an unknown Condition in a foreign Country. 
he Lady (by Conſent) ſeeming now to reject my 
Suit, 1 obtain'd Leave of my Father to go to Venice 
to an Uncle of my Mother's, from whom I had no 
{ſmall Expectations of Intereſt, and with whom J pre- 
tended I ſhould with the more Eaſe wear off a P 
that this laſt Lady had rais'd in my Breaſt. 

UNDER this Pretence I ſet out of Rome, and went 
two Day's Journey in the direct Road to TLoretto. 
There was a ew that had been my Schoolfellow, 
who-partly for old Acquaintance, and partly in hopes 
to make me his Friend hereafter, and partly for the fake 
of a conſiderable preſent Bribe; furniſh'd me not only 
with a Habit of the Order, but Letters of Recom- 
mendation to the Father- Confeſſor to this Nunnery ot 

Clares, and to the Convent of — in Florence. 

By this means, in a little time, t to the Sight 
of Olympia, and convey'd into her Hands a full Ac- 
-count of all that I had —— and * — — Se- 

tion; not omitting my Pageant Amour, the bettet 
＋ conceal my Deſigns; ing her, if ſhe would 
have me ſupport my Lite a Day longer, to give 
me Aſſurance of flying away with me to Leghorn, 
where we would take Shipping to ſome other Coun- 
try more favourable to our Amour, 

Having remov'd all her Doubts, the Time was 

on, the Ladders provided, and ſhe got into the 
arden in order to make her Eſcape. By the Help of 
my Friends I convey'd her over the Walls to a private 


Houſe in that City; where ſhe chang'd her Habit, 


and I mine; and dreſſing her like a young Benedictino 
Novice, 
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Novice, and my {elf like a Monk, we got on Horſe- 
back, and riding all Night we made ſuch Diſpatch, 
that we arriv'd and undi ſcover'd at Leghorn. 

A SERvanrT I had entruſted had provided me a 
Retreat, where we retir'd to the moſt ſecret Part of 
the Houſe, and chang'd once more our Habits, ſhe to 
a young Cavalier, and I to that of a Merchant; but 
neither of us ventur'd abroad, but did all our Buſineſs 
by our Landlord, and my truſty Servant, as the get- 
—— Shipping and Proviſions with the utmoſt Di 
patch. 

In the mean time having gotten this Opportuni 
of being alone, mutual — taught us to Eagle 
in all the innocent Endearments that ſo much Paſſion 
could infpire, We immediately contracted our ſelves 
as firmly as we could wirhout a Prieſt; which made 
way for thoſe Freedoms which could not be 
without ſuch Security. But the little Liberties ſhe allow d 
me, only ſerv d to raiſe my Deſires of , which 
in ſpite of her Reluctance, ſecure of ſuch an Advo- 
cate within her as her Heart, I forc'd from her, re- 
peating my Aſſurances of confirming our mutual Hap- 
pineſs by the Forms of the Church on the firſt Op- 
portunity: Yet I could by no means obtain the laſt 
Favour till all was accompliſh'd, which by the Help 
of our Hoſt we did the next Day, by the bribing an old 
Prieſt to adminiſter the Sacrament in our Chamber. 

Tis impoſſible, Madam, to relate to you the Ex- 
taſies of that Night. If you did ever love, Madam, 
if you have, m, ever been happy in the Object 
beloy'd, you may eaſily — what may flow from 
the Union of Souls as well as Bodies. But alas! this 
Happineſs was too extreme to laſt! She was ſoon 
miſs d at the Nunnery, and publick Proclamation ob- 
tain'd for ſecuring her wherever found, and Rewards 
for the Diſcovery ſufficient to bribe a mercenary Mind, 
There was fo perfect a Deſcription of her, Perſon 
made, that it was impoſſible not to know her; and 
our treacherous Landlord 3 Piety to Religion, 
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as if T had ſtollen a Nun from her Convent, betray d 
us. Under Pretence that the Ship was not ready, he 
got Time to diſpatch an Account of his Suſpicion, 
that we were the Perſons deſign d in the Proclamation. 
My Man diſcover'd the Treachery but the Moment 
they were putting it in Execution; he had only Time 
to run up Stairs and let us know that the Houſe was 
ſurrounded, and that our Hoſt was the villainous In- 
former, and led the Officers up to ſeize upon us both. 
She begg'd me to try to make my Eſcape without 
her, but with all the kind Indignation ſo much Love 
could inſpire 1 drew my Sword, and vow'd I would 
ſooner loſe ten thouſand Lives, than baſely leave her to 
her Purſuers, and loſe the dear Reward of all my Pains 
and Labours: For if I muſt loſe her, Death would be 
the welcome Cure of all my Woe; but if I could 
bear her off, Fortune might be more kind than hi- 
therto we had found her. My faithful Servant fell by 
me in Defence of his unfortunate Maſter, and I being now 
wholly ſurrounded, and faint with the Loſs of Blood 
from ſo many Wounds, they eaſily difarm'd me, and ra- 
viſt'd from my Arms all my Wiſhes, all 22 
m , weeping, complaining Olympia, calling to 
— Er Help, but Sin * ſelf — 
and weak; her Eyes fre riveted on me as long as ſhe 
could ſee me, and from them ſcem'd — 12 
ing Soul full of charming Gricf, Deſire, and Deſpair. 
Ah, Madam! your tender Soul may better imagine 
than I expreſs the Darts that pierc'd, the Throws that 
tore our miſerable Boſoms, on ſo terrible a Parting ot 
a Pair fo vaſtly and fo violently loving, and ſo lately 
united! But, Madam, I forget my felt, I forget where 
1 am, and my own unhappy Condition, I will not 
therefore detain you ſo long in my Story as to dwell 
cn every Circumſtance. 

Tr o' my Wounds were deſperate, yet having them 
dreſs d, I got into a Litter, and made What Speed I 
could after my Wife to Florence; by my Acquaintance 
with a Lord in that Court I got my Caſe repreſented 
g to 
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to the Grand Duke, inform'd him of our Marriage, 
and de ſir d his Protection, 

He freed me, indeed, from that Guard which was 
ſet on me at my Arrival, and gave me ſome Hopes 
of his powerful Mediation. After ſome Attendance, 
and my Wounds being now pretty well, I eaſily diſ- 
cover'd the Delays and double — — of that Court, 
and ſoon perceiv'd, that 1 was only a Priſoner at large, 
and deſtin d a Victim to my Father's Anger on hi 
Order, as 1 found Olympia had been; who was ſent 
to Rome from the Monaſtery the very Night ſhe was 
brought back, full of piercing Complaints, fainring, 
and almoſt dying, with Love, Deſire, and Deſpair. 

I HAD the good Fortune to make a Friendſhip 
with a young Florentine of the Court, who gave me 
Information of the Deſign againſt me. I took im- 
mediate Care of all my Bills, Jewels, and Money, 
and reſolv'd not to fall too ſuddenly into my Father's 
Hands, and thought it my ſecureſt way to make my 
Eſcape even to Rome it felt. I got to that City in 
the Night, and undiſcover'd reach'd the Houſe of a 
near Relation, who lov'd me in a particular manner, 
there to conceal my {elf till my Father was pacity'd, 
and till J had made ſome Enquiry about the Fate of 
my deareſt Olympia, My Couſin inforn'd me, that 
my Father had vow'd my Deſtruction, and that both 
he and Mellini had in Spight of their Enmity agreed 
in this, both having diſpatch'd Bravos to Florence to mur- 
ther me, But I had greater Troubles than any perſonal 
Fears could ſuggeſt, hearing from my Relation, that the 
charming Olympia was dead of a Feaver, caus'd by 
our miſerable Separation ; but this was only given-out 
to conceal the true Cauſe of her Death, Poiſon, as it 
was really believ'd by moſt that knew the Temper ot 
her Father. | 

FoRG1v te, Madam, theſe Tears a Review of ſuch 
Misfortunes compel from my Eyes; it 4s-impoſſible, 
Madam, to reflect on ſuch Misfortunes without ſuch 
P angs as cannot be immediately ſuppreſs'd, — 1 
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which Words he ſeem'd quite vanquiſh'd with Grief; 
the Tears, like an Inundation, pour d down his Cheeks, 
and a Storm of Sighs ſcem'd to rend his Heart in a 
thouſand Pieces. Afier a little Pauſe, he thus pro- 
ceeded. I confin'd my ſelf in this manner in my 
Couſin's Houſe, ſecluded the Converſation of Mankind 
with great Eaſe, as not deſiring to behold the Face of 
Man or Woman, ſince the Cruelty of Parents had 
robb d me of the moſt charming of Wives, and made 
that Life they had without my Conſent beftow'd 
upon me a Curſe, One Year paſt on, and no Mitiga- 
tion of my Father's Wrath; nay, it was fo inveterate, 
that he grew averſe even to my Couſin for ſpeakin 
in my Behalf; and from ſome Words he had let fall, 
2 that I lay conceal'd in his Houſe, which was 
after every Night beſet with Bravos: Till my 

Couſin weary of theſe Animoſities, and fearing ſome 
Miſtake might intercept him with my Fate, advis'd 
me to — to ſee if Time would wear out the Re- 
ſentment'in a Father of the Offence of a Son in his 
firſt Youth. This being agreed on, e er the Morning's 
Dawn he gets me out of Rome; whence with all 
Speed I was able to make I directed my Courſe to 
Gazeta, and thence by Sea to the Baſlicate; whence I 
travell'd by Land to the extreameſt Part of Italy, and 
changing my Name, I livd in a melancholy obſcure 
Corner ot the World from the Knowledge of all the 
active Part of Mankind. | 

Warren I had liv'd there ſome Time, Olympia one 
Night in a Dream, ſeem d to appear to me ſhini 
all round with full Beams of Glory; and charg'd me by 


our mutual Paſſion to think of her no more with Anxi- 


2 but to reſume my ancient Gaiety; hope for better 
ortune, and travel nearer Home. The Dream was 
{o lively, that I could not but think of it long, as 1 
hy awake, and that thinking ſo intently upon it, made 
the fame dear Image return when again I fell into a 
Slumber: And — now perſuaded, that it was no 
leſs, than a heavenly Viſion, having offer'd up my 
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Prayers to my dead Saint, I began to think of putting 
her Commands in Execution, From this Time I fre- 

uented the publick Places, the Cor/o's of the adjoining 
Cities, the Reſorts of the Fair tothe Churches; but never 
met with any Thing capable of touching my Heart, 
or my Curioſity. 

T1x*D of this inſipid Life, I refolv'd in Confidence 
of my Viſion to return to Rome. Being in my Jour- 
ney, arriv'd in this City, I made ſome Stay to com- 
bat with freſh Doubts, whicharoſe in my Mind. For 
the nearer Approaches I made to my Father, the more 
Dread 1 found of his implacable Reſentment, Con- 
ſidering Matters therefore with a little more Caution, 
I determin'd firſt to write to him from hence, with 
an humble Acknowledgment of my youthful Errors, 
and an Aſſurance of my Sorrow for them, and earneſt 
Deſire, that he would revive ſome Part of that paternal 
Love for me, which I had enjoy'd before my Tran 
21 and that he would give me Leave to return. 

y my Submiſſion, Obedience, and Penitence to re- 
gain the reſt. 

I Recriv'nr no Anſwer to my Letter befor this 
Night at the Points of the Bravo's Swords, For re- 
turning this Evening from a Viſit to a Friend (not be- 
ing defirous to be ſeen much in the Day) a Piſtol was 
let fly at me, with theſe Words, — Your Father 
« ſends you this Token of his Love.” The Darkneſs 
of the Night, or the Fear of the Bravos deliver d me 
from the Bullet. I drew my Sword, and having for 
ſome Time defended my ſelf againſt them, and finding 
them preſs harder upon me, I choſe rather to truſt to 
my Heels, than ſingly to my Sword againſt a Multi- 
rote , and perceiving your Lady-ſhip's Door open, I 
ventur d to flip in and clap it to, 
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Tle Continuation of the Affair of Tancredo, and 
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= HIS, Madam, ht me in ſo * 
and ſurprizing a Manner to your A- 

5 thi ebe Offence, if your 

= Bl « Cruelty had rather puniſh, than your 
2 « Generoſity protect an unfortunate 
. young Man, your Commands ſhall immediately re- 
« ſtore me to the Murtherers, with w_ to put 
4 ſpeedy End to greater Miſeries, t any I have 
« hitherto experienc d. But, Madam, it you will take 
« middle and more merciful Courſe, than to let me 
fall by the Hands of Bravo's, take this Sword, and 
« pierce this Boſom with the fineſt Hand in the World. 
« But if your Hand refuſe an Office ſo bloody, let 
that Tongue that ſhould pronounce nothing but Mer- 
* cy, declare my Doom, or even thoſe Eyes, made to 
* inſpire Love into the moſt frozen, look the fatal 
* Sentence on him, that has already been a double Mar- 
«*tyr to Love; deferted by Heaven, perſecuted by Man, 


and all this only for W faithfully, 1 
am, can look ſuch a 


« Tf ſuch a Venus as you, 
Death to a Lover, behold I'm ready to put it in 

« Execution.” ; | 
Or xi his Boſom at the fame Time, and clap- 
ping the Point of his Sword to it, he fix'd his Eyes 
on hers, where he found no ſuch ſevere Decrees, but 
Love fat basking in her Eyes, and ſpread a conſcious 
Bluſh all over her Face. Her Looks were riveted up- 
on him from the Beginning of his Story; which ſhe 
liſten'd to with all the Pleafure, Attention, and Con- 
dern in the World; in ſhort, ſhe was ſo wholly loſt in 
her Conſideration of his Perſon and Specch, 2 ſhe 
CAIce 
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ſcarce knew what ſhe did; at laſt, in a murmuri 
Whiſper, as I may call it, ſhe ſoftly pronounc'd —«f 
forgive you, put up your Sword, and fit down on 
the Couch.” The ſudden Joy, and the pat! gray 
Succeſs: made him with a Start pierce his Breaſt a ve- 
ry little but yet enough to make See Finns of Blood 
trickle down his ſnowy Boſom; flying from the 
Couch ſhe claps her Handkerchief ready to faint away- 
on the Place, to the diminutive Wound, and cry'd out 
in theſe Words — What da you mean to kill me 
for my Indulgence?” Warm'd by the Touch of the 
fineſt Hand in the World, the Solitude of the Place, 
her yielding Condition, and his own Youth and Aſſu- 
rance, he preſy'd the Fortune, that ſeem'd to of- 
fer him a. Felicity, which nothing but his Impudence 
could expect. | 

ZEALOUSLY avowing his Paſſion, ſwearing eternal 
Fidelity, mixing Flattery and Love, and adding a 
little grateful Force, he made the Mourning Couch 
the Scene. of his Happineſs and Joy: In which he 
had the Art ſo far to engage her Affection, that ſhe 
would not ſuffer him to ſtir, not fearing any Interrup- 
tion, becauſe by her Order none durſt approach her 
Apartment till call'd for. She therefore put him to 
Bed with her own Hands, ſuramon'd the Servants to 
their Repoſe, and then retir'd is ner Gallant, in whoſe 
Arms ſhe paſt the Night in Pleaſure and Tranſports, 
which ſhe had never Rake before; which engag'd 


ber in a Reſolution to marry him the next Day, 


FLORA in the mean while was not a little pleas d 
with the Succeſs of her Project, which ſhe had ob- 
ſerv'd from the Beginning to the End ſecure of Diſco- 
very by the Engagement of the Parties. Her Satis- 
faction was too great to ſuffer her to conceal her Tri- 
umph from the Maid, that was now her Miſtreſs's 
Favourite, to whom ſhe related the whole Story ; ad- 
ding, that ſhe did not now in the leaſt doubt of her 
being reinſtated in her Lady's good Graces, in by 
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ward of her having found out fo agreeable a Way of 
diverting that exceſſive Melancholy, which elſe muſt 
have bury'd her live. | 
Taz Morning came, the Favourite Maid was call'd 
up Stairs, and order'd to go immediately, and buy a 
Wedding-Ring, and defire the Preſence of the 
Parſon of the Pariſh in order to marry her that very 
Day. The Maid concern'd for her Miſtreſſes's 
Misfortune frankly inform'd her of all, that Flora had 
told her about her Brother, and the foregoing Night's 
Adventure, and that ſhe thought her {lf in Dut 
bound not to conceal any Thing from her, in whic 
her Happineſs was fo very much concern d. Laadamia, 
diſcovering” not the leaſt Surprize, {aid, © Flora is a 
« diſcreet Girl, ſend her up to me, and wait you be- 
„ low 'till I have farther Occafion of your Service, or 
Advice.“ Flora coming up, her Lady order'd her 
to do the fame Buſineſs, ſhe had firſt deſignd for the 
other, which Flora diſpatch d with no little Joy, and 
Expedition. | | 
 LAODAMI A returns to her Gallant now Aang 
himſelt to the beſt Advantage, and promiſing himſe 
that good Fortune, his former Succeſſes had affur'd 
him; and ſuffering a falſe Frown to uſurp her Face 
a Moment accus'd him of the Impoſture. Impudence 
that had thus far befriended him, he thought his ſureſt 
Retreat on this may a Attack : and therefore, 
very freely owns the Charge, and ingenuouſly confeſ- 
ſes himſelf Tancredo, the Brother of Flora, and Valet 
to an old decay'd Gentleman. © This, it is true (aid 
he) © Madam, is my real Condition; but this bold 
«« Aitempt of my generous Ambition is an Argument, 
« that my Fortune and my Soul are ill match'd. And 
« in my Opinion, Madam, it would have been much 
« leſs Glory for you to have marry'd the Son of the 
* Marquis of Ruſpogli, than the humble Tancredo. In 
« the firſt you might have been thought to have yield- 
ed to his Title, and the magnificent Expectations 
dot his Fortune; in the latter, you will be 3 
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only to have facrific'd to the noble Sentiments of 
Love. In the former you would be but the Crea- 
« ture, in the latter the Creator; and as much as the 
«« Creator excels the Creature, ſo much will your mar- 
„ rying me excel your Marriage of the Marquis of 
* Ruſpogli, In 490 wr your former Reſolve of con- 
* firming my Happineſs by the holy Tie of Matrimo- 
yy ny, now you know my Condition, you will exer- 
äciſe a Sort of Divinity, by raiſing, like Fortune, by 
your own Power whom you pleaſe; or rather cor- 
* reCting the Error of Fortune, by a ſuperior Power raĩ- 
ſing him whom ſhe had thrown down to the Bottom. 
She often makes a Prince of a Peaſant, and hum- 
bles the haughty Monarch from his Throne to the 
Level of the moſt contemptible of his Subjects; 
but till with a blind Conduct, never regarding the 
* Deſerts, or Demerits of her Creature; while your 
« fine Judgment can diſtinguiſh whether I am a fit 
* Object of your Favour; and in that, Madam, you 
mt will excel that hoodwink'd Diſpoſer of human Af- 
fairs. Since, a by happy Stratagem, which your 
« Eyes, not my Siſter, inſpird, I have got Poſſeſſion 
« of all your wonderful Charms, it is more for your 
« Honour to confirm that Happineſs by Choice, than 
*« to expoſe your {elf to Cenſure, by recalling the Fa- 
„ your you have with ſuch Careſſes aſſur d me of, 
« You are Miſtreſs, Madam, of your ſelf, and your 
% Eſtate, and ought therefore to chuſe by your own 
« Eyes, and not thoſe of Relations, who have always 
« more Regard to ſome private deſign of their own, 
than tothe Happiueſs of thoſe they adviſe, The Dif- 
c ference, Madam,” between Man and Man, which 
e ſome falſely place in the Degrees of Quality, and 
Favours of Fortune, is there only imaginary, but 
real in the Perſon; Nature's Favourites are very 
« ſeldom thoſe of Fortune, till Eyes ſo judicious as 
yours help the blind Goddeſs to determine more 
« juſtly, However, divine Charmer, if you are in the 
eaſt unealy at what has paſs d, my Sword wa 
k A ready 
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&© ready to execute your Commands, for I deſire to 
live no longer, than I am pleaſing in your Eyes.“ 

Wirn thele Words he drew his Sword, and as he 
was going to offer it to his Boſom, ſhe lay'd. hold ot 
his Arm, and with a kiſs aſſur d him, that her Love 
was of his Perſon, not his ſupposd Dignity; and that 
ſince ſhe pleas d her ſelf in the Choice, ſhe did not 
know whom elſe ſhe had to conſult; that thoſe who 
IiK'd it not might forbear their Viſits, aud ſhe wouldeaſily 
atone for their Loſs in his Arms; for ſince Love had 
given her that Fortune, in Juſtice ſhe thought herſelf 
oblig'd to return it to Love: . To which End ſhe had 
ſent his Siſter for a Parſon, notwithſtanding the Diſ- 
covery ſhe had imprudently made to her Fellow-Ser- 
vant ; and that in the mean while ſhe had only a Mind 
to hear what he had to fay for himſelf, in which he 
had acquitted himſelf with ſo fine an Addreſs, that 
ſhe was ſufficiently confirm'd in her Reſolution. 

In ſhort, Madam, ſhe was ſo weak, as to ma 
him, and make him Malter of her ſelf and her For- 
tune; tho ſne might have retain'd him as her Servant, 
and menial Iriſtrument of her Pleaſure to diſcard, ar 
diſpatch as ſhe thought fit. 'This Match made her the 
Subject of Lampoons for a Quarter of Year, having 
been a fatal Example of an uncommon Change, the 
Exceſs of one Paſſion thus ending in the Exceis of a- 
nother. Flora was now made Companion, and 


pers to a reputable Husband as the Reward of her 
Treachery, and Revenge. 


"CHAP 
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CHAP. WNW 
The Ladies Conmnent on the foregoing Relations 


The old Lady's Satire on Gentiliy. The 
Lee Aquilina n Proſpero Sterace: 
y his Folly he loſes the Fortune he hop'd for, 
aud Acquilina ſecur d her Liberty» Their | 
Comment on this Story; the Cauſe of Ni- 
deus Unhappineſs in ſecond Matches. The 
2 of Roderigo, the Widow of Lucini, 
Caſtrucio, with his Letter for her pre- 
ferring a Man of Senſe to a rich Pretender. 
The old Widew's Arguments for the cullying 
F Mankind. _ | | 


=TEREF the loquacious old Gentlewoman, 
returnd to a momentary Silence, to 
hear how the Company approv'd her 
in Relation, The Lady of the Houſe 

mild at her Impertinence, and the reſt 

— of the Company deſcanted upon it, and 
the Cenſures on Re _ 1 oo Tem- 
of the Speaker inclin d her; but t the young 
Widow abu Severity, and ill Nature. 28 
«© Hap it been a Gentleman (ſaid the young Mai- 

« den-Lady with whom I came up) the Folly had 
« been the leG; but to be loſt on a Varlet, the Son 
of a Catchpole, is a Fate ſo very odious and mor- 
< tifying, that I could not in Conſcience wiſh a worſe 
* to my Enemy.” A Cen lem:n (interrupted another 
with a ſcornful Laugh) & prithe , my Dear, what is 
« a Gentleman above a Plough- man, unle he be rich? 
« Without Wealth his Geatility is but a Burthen, 
ö « throwing 
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. a him out of all the certain Roads to Plen- 
« ty, and Proſperity. No, had Lacdamio marry'd but 
« Man of Wealth, the Matter had not been, much 
* whar his Father had been, What Advantage has a 
Gentleman that Money can't purchaſe? Will Gen- 
& tility make a Man great at Court? agreeable to the 
© Ladies? courted by the Clergy ? eſteem'd by the 
A le? bleſsd by the Poor? and careſs d by the 
Rich? Yet Money can da all this without Genti- 
4 lity. Money ſhall give a Farmer's Son a paſs through 
© the Co u Guard to the very Preſence, nay Ca- 
4 binet of Princes; draw the Eyes, Bows, and Crin- 
« goes of Stateſmen, and their Dependants the Honour- 
«. Brokers, while every ſupercilious Blockhead 1 
9 oy his magiſterial Pride, and pay him the ſervi 
« Fawn, ſqueeze him in a cloſe Careſs, while your 
Gentleman with his tatter d Coat out at Elbows 
<« ſhall be ſtop'd at the Porter's Lodge, and be even a 
< Scandal to the Footmen in Spight of his Gentility. 
« What you'd tell the Courtier your Couſin (when 
«« you are in Poverty) that you are a Gentleman of an 
« ancient Family, and ſqueeze a Promiſe from him, 
& which he never deſigns to pertorm, merely to ſhake 
off the ſcandalous Company; while my Money ſhall 
make him ſpeak Truth to me; tel me Truth, 
t do'ſt mind me? make a Courtier ſpeak Truth. A 
pretty Pretence, when a lazy, - tpend-thrift 
* Fellow's out at Heels and half d, to a Bevy of 
«. young, brisk, buxom Ladies, to ſay, Ladies, I am, 
a Gentleman; when they had rather be ſurpriz'd in 
a familiar Dialogue with their Footman, as the lefs 
% ſcandalous Companion. I prithee, my Dear, tell 

me no more of Gentility; it is the lazy Pretence of 
«« Sloth. and Idleneſs; the common Refuge of Beg- 
gats, and Pick-pockets, Thieves, Bawds, Pimps, 
Whores, and Bravacs, Sharpers, and the reſt of 
% Vermine of Mankind; give me a Boor's Son with 
& an Eſtate, before a 's Son without one.” 
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gut a Gentleman (reply'd the other) has a noble 
Spirit, is above all things which you call Advantage; 
« that, is fit for nothing but the Purſuit of vulgar 
« Minds. Honour is his Idol, his ſecond Religion, 
« the Darling and Creator of Heroes. For this, and 
his Love, he fights, and diſcovers, by his Contempt 
* of Death, — much 2 deſerves to * and at 
* once merits and enjoys the Eſteem of all that know 
him, or — — of his Reputation.” wry lt 
« Taz Advantages you now urge (return d 
« other) are not peculiar to a Gentleman, nay, are ſel- 
dom found in one now. a- days. In my Opinion, he 
<« that contemns Death deſerves not to live, tor if he 
thought it a Thing worth the poſſeſſing, he would 
be more careful to avoid that which muſt deſtroy 
it. There is nothing, that I know of, which per- 
« ſonal. Valour will do, which Money will not effect 
« with mew you 2 leſs Hazard. The Soldier and 
« Bravo. will fight for you, or rev ou for your 
Pay to more Good to the Poblick, aniaies . 
« rity to the Private. I leave you, therefore, to your 
«« neceſſitous Hero of a Gentleman, while I am hum- 
« bly content with my Banler; and ſee which will 
lead the happier Life, you on the airy Titles of Gen- 
« tility in Want and Penury, or I amidſt my mecha- 
« nick Bags of Gold and Plenty: Should it ever be m 
Fortune to be lewd as Aquilina was, the fame 
« be my Conduct.“ | | 
AD UILINA wasa Woman of a tolerable Beauty 
for Five and twenty, and a Widow; her Fortune was 
unknown, but imagin'd very conſiderable; the Repu- 
tation of which was artfully heighten'd by her {elf and 
her Friends, which brought her more Addreſſes than the 
Fame of her Beauty or Virtue. In ſo large and 
a City as this of Naples, it is no eaſy matter to get a per- 
fect Information of things of this nature. Proſpero Ste- 
race was a Gentleman, as you call him, of little or 
no Fortune, and ſupported his little Expence by Gaming 
and Sharping; but uhealy in that tion, he be- 
came 
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came a Bubble to Match-makers, by their imaginary 
Help to repair his broken Fortunes. By their Cunnin 
and Addreſs he was introduc'd to Aquilina as a Lady 
of immenſe Riches, while his Eſtate by the ſame fair 
Artifice was magnify'd in Proportion to Aquilina's De- 
fires: Each being willing to impoſe on the other, 
the Match was ſoon agreed on. The Wedding-Day 
comes; and a Friend's Houſe of the Match-makers for 
Privacy made choice of for the Dinner and Conſum- 
mation. Dinner being over, more Wine was want- 
ing, and he being ask'd for Money to pay for it, 
comes to her with the fame Demand; but ſhe refu- 
ſing him, he tells her he had none, nor any thing elſe 
in the World but what ſhe aw about him, his 
Hopes and Expectations being in her Fortune alone. 
She with a great deal of Preſence of Mind, but with 
ſeeming Frankneſs, reply d. We are then both abus d; 
for I marry'd you in Hopes of what I wanted, an 
Eſtate, having nothing but my Credit to depend on; 
and you have marry'd me with the fame Aim, and an 
Diſappointment. —This put him into a Rage, 
which tranſported him to ſome Rudeneſs in Language 
and Bchaviour, as much a Gentleman as he wi." 3h 
tly eppeas d his Paſſion by defiring his Patience to 
ra Remedy propos'd for both their evil Luck. 
This being joyfully allow'd, ſhe deliver'd her {elf to 
him in this manner. Seignior Proſpero, give not 
„way to a Paſſion that may render things more in- 
© curable than they are, but can never mend them; 
“you find that we have both been impos'd on by 
*« pretended Friends, and we have found out the Er- 
* ror in good Time; ſince nothing has yet paſs d 
« betwixt us but Words, it is, therefore, the moſt 
* prudent Courſe we can take, to give each other a 
'* Diſcharge, and enter into Bonds ſufficient to hinder 
each other from any Title or Chim to each others 
good or bad Luck in the World, the latter of which 
this is the only Way to retrieye.” He had ſo much 
Eageineſs for his Redemption from his 3 
18 
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Misfortune, 2 deen og L Cook he allow'd . 
her Reaſon, t s were immediately 
— 9 all Engagements by them cancell d. | 

Tuis being perfectly compleated, Aquilina thus ad- 
dreſs'd herſelt to him“ * believe me, you 
are the unhappieſt of Men; for wanting both Money 
« and good Senſe, Manners and Wit, you {et up for a 
Fortune Hunter, and yet know not when you are 
« come in with the Quarry: For know, that I am 
really that Fortune I have been repreſented, which 
had you had leſs Brutality, and more Senſe and 
« Manners, you had diſcover d when it had been too 
ate for me to have eſcap d the Ruin: 80, good Sir, 
leaving you to ruminate on V own. wiſe Con- 
« duct, I commit you to that blind Goddeſs, who is 
«« wont to be very kind to Perſons ot your Capacity.” 

du E immediately withdrew, with this Satisfaction. 
that ſhe had not only reveng d her ſelt on Proſparo's ill 
Nature, but kept up the Reputation of her Wit, and 
her Wealth in ſo very tickliſh a Conjuncture. 

I Can x or but applaud: her admirable Addreſs (aid 
another of the Company, being a Lady of about Forty) 
and hope, that ſhe the good Fortune afterwards 
to reap the Harveſt of her good Condua. For as 
with great Generals the Honour and Glory of a ſur- 
prizing Victory, and the Service of his Prince, and 
Country, is thought but a frail Good, and little Re- 
ward, unleſs Pofleſſions or Preſents ſupply one more 
ſubſtantial; ſo the Glory of Aquilina's baffling the Cox- 
comb Proſpera, was but narrow, if all ſhe gain'd by 
the Benefit was only to get rid of fo me 2 


Fool. | 
RB ur, aſſum' d the former, though it is no ſmall 
Advantage to a Widow to get rid of a Fool, a ; 
and a Knave, yet Aquilina manag'd her Affairs ſo, that 
retiring to Rome leit this Affair ſhou'd take Air, ſhe 
mary d a Major Domo of 3 Cardinal-Nephew ; who 
being pretty aged, an caſily wheedled, was fo cruel in 
2 litt e Time to dic, * Fortune. But ho 
in 


indeed ſhe prov'd fo bewitch'd to marry the third 
Time for Love, the Bane of all human Happineſs, and 
eipecially when a Woman is once turn'd of ſeventeen, 
We are all ſenſible how hard it is to retain the Heart 
of a Man after Marriage, or even to make him obſerve 
any Decorum, or lay aſide the inſupportable Tyranny, 
that Cuſtom has inveſted him withal, though in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt engaging Bloom of Beauty. How 
impoſſible, therefore, is it tor a Woman paſt thirty to 
hope to engage the Inclinations of a Young Fellow 
of three and twenty? Poſſeſs d of her Wealth he for- 
gets his Benefactreſs, and ſquanders that on Adult 

and Boys, which being the only Charm, that made 
her agreeable, when gone, leaves her deſpis'd at Home, 
and laugh'd at abroad; for a Wretch ſo voluntary de. 
ſerves no Pity. Aquilina was a Proof of it; for after 
having been very ill treated ſhe had much ado to re- 
tire to a Nunnery, with that ſmall Reſerve, ſhe had kept 


from his — . 4 
Tur Cauſe, M (aſſum d the youngeſt Lady of 
the Company but one) the Reaſon, I fay, that Wi- 
dows are generally fo unhappy, when they remarry 
more for Love, than Money, is, that they generally 
make ſo irrational a Choice. — never conſult the 
Merit of the Perſon in his under nding and Senſe; 
but are taken either with the ſtrong Proportion of the 
Body, or ſome a ble Features of the Face, which 
are icldom the Companions of good Senſe; Or the 
are won with the loud Impertinence of the Addreſ,, 
which is always a Sign of Self-Opinion, I norance, 
ard Want of Underſtanding. A Man of true Senſe, 
and Merit is naturally diffident and modeſt, Qualitics, 
that very ſeldom afford them any Advantages with the 
Great, and the Fair, whoſe Favourites are generally 
but allow Pretenders, or downright Fools. I mean 
not Idiots, but more r and * man- 
agcable. For my Part I muſt ſpeak by Experience, 
— is thy the beſt Rule; I wes ER 4 ric 
Widow by the indulgence of my firſt old Husband _ 


foolifh, 

tancy'd | 
grccable 
elf to 1 
Copy of 
the Medi, 


and fo kr 

ArTe 
I ſent hir 
pany, and 
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lamo Lucini, who was drown'd in paſſing the Pa. 
My Fot tune drew many Admuers, or Pretenders, and 
my Perſon I have Vanity to believe might draw ſome. 
I feil by Accident into the Acquaintange-of a Gentle. 
man by Birth, but who by Misfortunes or Inclination 
had taken upon him the Trade of Match-Making; but 
that being wholly unknown to me, his Family and 
Age — Tha the eaſier Admittance into my Acquain- 
tance; which furniſh'd him with Means of bubling 
ſome, and impoſing on others, as if he had no ſmall 
Influence; ov r me. Among the reſt there Was a 
Spaniſßh Merchant, whoſe Eſtate lying in the Weſt-In» 
dies, he had come into Spain to negotiate ſome Afﬀ- 
fairs, which in the Proceſs brought him to Naples. 
aud Accident into the Company ot Accio Vicauti, the 
Perſon I mention'd; and he aſſur d him of ſo conſide- 
rable a Fortune in me, that he imagin'd by obtaining 
it he might eaſily repair the Breaches ot huis on, — 
get the Government he was in Purſuit of into the 
Bargain. For Don Roderige had fo good an Opinion 
of himſelf, that he thought few Ladies could reliſt the 
Charms ot his Perſon and Addreſs; fer I never knew 
a Fool have a more humble Conceit of himiclf than 
the greateſt Man of Wir. | | 
I x his Perſon he was tall, and well enough ſhap'd, 
and promis d as vigorous an Embrace as any Widow 
could reaſonably. delire from a Man of about Thirty 
eight; bis. Hands were ſcraggy, riveil'd, and hard; his 
Fae rough and ill-favour'd,: his Tongue fAlippant and 
!00.:iſh, But as little a Maſter of Wit as he was, he 
ancy'd that ſome Attempts that way would prove 
gr ccable to my luclination. He therefore applies him 
elf to a Peer of his Acquaintance to Make for him a 
Copy of Verſes to me, and who it ſcems had been 
the Medium of his Acquaintance with Accio Vicouti, 
and fo knew bis whole Affair and Preteniions. 
ArTER he had receiy'd many Denials and Repulſes, 
I ſent him a Letter to defire no. more of his Com- 
pany, and feal'd it with black Wax, and a Sal on 
alt] O 2 which 
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which was gravd two Hearts on an Altar blown 
into a Flame by a Cupid, which gave him the Subject 
of this Copy of Verſes; which, becauſe the Perfor- 
— my Caſtrucio, 1 wil repeat. 


To Belinda on her Sealing 2 cruel Letter with Back 
Wax, and a eee on an Altar 
into à Flame. 


' Hile in y ony Biller 1 exp ur Hate, 
W Your — Sock Emb 22 Fare, 


Mine is one Heart, that on the Altar lies, 
The Cupid, that blows up the Flame, your Eyes. 
h that to make the Emblem more compleat, 
Tours were the other burnt with equal Heat. 
But that, wy you 2 ly d hgh 65 
M hile from t Flame you light, you 
. fond Cupid, haſt t - my Fire, 
1 I — in reſtleſs wild 2 
burn enough, thy Flame devours my Heart, 
Aud ſpreads its Fervour to each diſtant Part. 
Ir rages every where without Control, 
Diffus'd around it animates the * 


1s every where alike, nay is m 

But if thou thy lo das = er 2 6 
Turn all thy Pow'r on her, and make her love. 
Melt down that Ice that thus ſurrounds her 1255 | 
There point thy Beams, there try thy utmoſt Art.” 
But ſhould'ſt thou find thy Fires are all too weak, 
Mate haſte, and from my Breaſt much. ſtronger take. 
Thine may be faint, hy Native of the Sky; 

Mine muſt be fierce, ſince lighted by her Eye. 

TUaite them both, then fail thou cat not ſure, 

No Ice ſo cold that cn fac Heat endure. 

F thou Fe cceed, the Altar then will prove 

| The ſacred Union of comnubial Love. = 

But if Succeſs the cruel Fate, 

Her Victim on Love's Altar I wi die 


I Hae 
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I Hap not long receiv'd theſe Verſes, too vilibly 
none of his, but one Day a Footman brought me this 
Letter from an unknown. Hand. The Odneſs of the 
Thought, and the ' following Adventure, made me 
Miſtreſs enough of it to be able to give you a Reci- 
tal; which I am willing to do, becauſe I believe that 
will in ſome meaſure be the Excuſe of my Actions, 
preduc'd by my Curiolity ; a Quality extremely natu- 


ral to our Sex. 


The LETTER, 


: Of the Advantages of 4 Widow's marrying 4 
Ale of Senſe. | 


* ) ſpeak true of you, Madam, when 

it aſſures me, that you are a Woman of Senſe, tho 
« worſt Effect of this Letter will be to prove your 
Diverſion; if not, condema it to the Fire, or an 
Office more agreeable to the Writer's Deſires. | 

« THERE is no manner of Doubt, Madam, but 
that you have had abundance, and Variety of Ado- 
rers before this; Men of all Capacities, and all Hu- 
« mours, (for a Widow is the common Game of all 
« Fortune-Hunters to fly at) drawn, either by your 
© Perſon or your Fortune. But an inviſible Lover 4 
« preſume has not yet fallen to your Share, and there- 
fore I hope in this curious Age the Novelty may re- 
« commend the Experiment. If ever any, Man could 
* love any Woman by Deſcription, I dare venture to 
ay I have a fort of Tendre for your Ladyſhip, tho? 
« yet I never law you in my Lite; your Beauty, 
« your Humour, your Age, and — — F 
am as well acquainted with as if I had figh'd at 
« your Feet above this Twelve-month: And ki theſe 


« I find, by my Art, extremely agreeable ta my Guſto 
107 ® | O3 « and 


: [ F Repo 2 is a great Retailer of- 
1 


? 
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* and Inclinations. — — 1 _ „Fc 
the raw, green Traſti of Fourteen; are all Body, 
and gaudy Colours; like a Tulip, without 4 
Flavour and odoriferous Scent Which is fo engaging. 
<. If jt were not for their Warmth and Impertinence, 
one might as well converſe with their Pictures; 
« which, if by a Hand, would be much more 
entertaining. Children are fit Lovers for one ano- 
« ther; for my part, I am for Giapes full ripe, not 
«« four, to ſer ones Teeth on Edge. Then for your 
« Eye, I find i is black or hazle; but let it be black, 
_ or grey, or blue, they have all their peculiar Charms, 
« and thoſe ſufficient to engage my Heart. Some 
« Poets deſcribe their Venus with grey Eyes, forme 
« with blue, ſome with black; tho' the Nereids were 
« always blue-cy'd Laſſes. Thus, Madam, let your 
« Eyes be what they will, provided you haye Eyes, 
* they will be ſure to have Beauties enough to fecure 
* my Heart: But if you have none, you will not 
« want Gods and Goddeſſes to warrant the Defect; 
« you may be Fortune, or a Female Cupid; and the 
* blinder you are, the leſs Fault yon will find in your 
« Adorer. Thus if you are tall, I ſhall find in you the 
« Majeſty of Andromache or Funo; it little, I remem- 
« ber that Nature is alwavs admirable in her Minia- 
* tures. If yon are gay, you muſt be pleaſant; if ſe- 
„ rjous, thoughtful; and is an Argument of 
good Senſe; and that is an extraordinary Charm in 
* Sex. If you are a Medium in both, you muſt 
« be excellent; ſince Virtue conſiſts in the Mean. You 
muſt be good humour d, becauſe you have nothing 
to ſour your Temper; and good Humour is a Beaut y 
that can never decay, but every Day increaſes in 
« Eſtcem and Value; contrary to the other Qualities 
+, of your Sex, which continually loſe by a too fami- 


* liar View. The Ugly by — — leſs diſguſtful; 


the Handſome grow, if not indifferent, at leaſt lels 
* awful and commanding; but good Humour con- 
* tinucs the Empire that Beauty but begins. But if 


If hon 
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« you ſhou'd be il-humour'd — Why then Il uſe fo 
„good a Remedy for the Malady, as not to tail of 
„the Cure. Thus, Madam, it is very plain, that be 
you what you will, J can, and will love you; that 
« 15, if you will but give me leave to do it. But the 
« Difficulty now lies in this Queſtion, Whether you 
« will as eafily ike me? — As for your Knowledge 
„of my Perſon, it is on the ſame Foot with mine 
of yours, And tho' a Man is generally the worſt 
«© Painter of himſelf in the World, yet we find good 
« Maſters in the Art have drawn- their own Pictures 
with Succeſs, I conteſs the Task is not ſo difficult 
« to draw the Body as the Mind, and that is eaſier 
« with the Pencil in Colours, than with the Pen in 
«« Writing ; in the firſt he draws himſelf as he really 
« 153 in the latter, as he thinks himſelt; and Provi- 
dence has given every Man ſach a neceſſary Portion 
of Vanity as is ſufficient to make his Figure as 
«« well as Mind ſo agreeable to himſelf, that few think 
« amiſs of either: However, under all theſe Diſficul- 
ties I'll try what I can do. Tis the Mode to pre. 
ſent our Miſtreſles with our Pourtraits, and if mine 
be not like, tis becauſe I fit in an ill Light, and am 
but a meer Novice in the Art. Firſt then, I am 
near fix Foot high, neither bulky nor lean. Next, 
« as I am no Shape, ſo I am not deform'd. My 
* Countenance is too manly to have the effeminate 
Air of a Beau, for I never did ſweat for a Shape, 
or cup for a Complexion; my Hair is brown, my 
« Eyes grey, my Aipe& grave, ſo as for my Perſon; 


© if I miſtake not, I may paſs among the d ot 


« your Adorers. — But now for my Mind, tho' that's 
a Trifle the Ladies ſeldom trouble their Thoughts 
about; I have ſome Reaſon to think that Nature 
has made me no Fool, and Men of Senſe are pleag& 
« to think me worthy their Converſation. Education 
has not impoveriſh'd what Nature beſtow'd. - Llove 
my Eaſe, and therefore People generally take me 
* to be'a_good-humour'd N My Conſtitution 
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* is amorous, but in that I have ſomething peculiar 
« 'to my ſelf; Poſſeſſion, that generally is the End of 
Love in other Men, ferves to ver! fro mine, and 
make it more robuſt and ſtrong. *Tis impoſlible, 
Madam, to give you all my Features of Mind and 
* Perſon in Black and White; Experience will be 
much the beſt Painter, for that adds the Colours 
* which will beſt diſtinguiſh them. Modeſty I have 
too much for a Man, tho' this Letter may perſuade 
*« you to be of another Opinion, but Paper bears no 
* 'Bluſhes; and when the Danger and Awe of Beauty 
is at a Diſtance, I can be bold enough. The next, 
or rather the firſt, thing that Ladies are for en- 
* gquiring into, is, how Fortune has dealt with me? 
There indeed I have very little to boaſt. Fortune 
and Nature ſeldom club to make a Man complear 
or nappy As ſhe is blind, fo Fools have generally 
her Favour; (I wiſh the Ladies were not too much 
* of her Mind) and if that Proverb be true, I have a 
_ Cham to Senſe: For I have not been oblig'd 
to her Goddeſsſhip for ſo much as one Smile, Faith, 
Madam, I have nothing to recommend me to your 
Choice but Truth, Honeſty, and I hope a little Un- 
* derſtanding; which if they ſhould be of any Weight 
* with you, it will be an Argument that you have a 
« ſingular Taſte, and are not ſo blind as Chance and 
* the reſt of your Sex. But you may ask if I have 
not yet any Motive to prevail? I know 
„ not what it may do with you, but I have one that 
64 is of ſome Force with moſt ot your Sex. Women, 
they ſay, of all things love Sovereignty ; that, Madam, 
« you can never maintain fo ſecurely as with me. For 
« if you marry a Man of Fortune, he comes on the 
«Level, and he has little Regard to what you bring 
* him, becauſe he ſuppoſes it all his Due, and then the 
« Right of a Husband gives him an arbitrary Domi- 
nion, Which how he will uſe, depends on his Tem- 
«per and his Underſtanding, of both which Men of 
* — Eſates have very little Share, If they are 
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born to it, Pride, Self- love, and Ignorance of Miſ-- _ 
** fortunes, make them all ſelt- will d and imperious. 

* If they get it themſelves, the Qualities of getting 
an Eſtate are inconſiſtent with Generoſity; and he. 
* that is not generous, can never be good-natur'd, and- 


he that is not natur d, muſt be a ſurly and ar- 


* bitrary Lord. New, Madam, by marrying a Man 
* whoſe Fortune you make, you tie him with Giati- 
* tude to your Will, and ſo he is of Choice whatever 
you can deſire him to be: But then, Madam, you 
* muſt be ſure that he is a Man of Senſe; for a Fool, 
a Coxcomb, and dull ignorant Fellow, never knows- 
* how to return a Benefit: Cunning may make him- 
ſervile in his Addreſs to gain a Dominion, he can't 
have Moderation to exerciſe with Honour. But a 
Man of true Senſe muſt be grateful; and while he 
* knows he owes all his Fortune and Felicity to his- 
Wife, muſt make it his Study to- return it with- 
* equal Happineſs, in being entirely at her Devotion. 
* Farther, Madam, it is great in you rather to make 
* a Gentleman's Fortune, than to throw your Store 
into the full Tide of another's, who therefore has- 
no reaſon to think it an Obligation. Iconfeſs, there. 
© are very few of your Sex with whom theſe Mo- 
© tives will be of any Force; but it is becauſe ex 
tremely few of- them conduct their Reſolves by 
* right Reaſon, and therefore very few make them-- 
« ſelves happy with all their Wealth. 1 have but two- 
Objections more to bring this long Letter to a 
«+ Concluſion. The fiſt is, that you have no Thoughts. 
« of Marriage; the ſecond, that if you have, you- 
know how to diſpoſe- of your Perſon and For tune 
« to your Satisfaction, without ys. intruding Ad-- 
vice. As to not marrying at all, that would 
be inexculable.— A Widow indeed may be al- 
„ low'd to ſuffer a while the Addreſſes of the For- 
<- tune-Hunters of the Ton; the Odneſs of their 
Tempers, Qualities, Court, and Pretenſions, may 
be an entertaining Comedy for a fei Months; buts 
| | 95 K 
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eto do ſo always ſrews a very ill Taſte of Life. You 
« may be ſure, Madam, you will be perpetually teiz d 
«« with ſome Coxcomb or other till you reſolve on a 
Retreat to ſome happy one Man, to the Excluſion 
of ali the reſt. You ought therefore to marry in 
« your” own Defence, that you may pet rid of that 
« Train of Knaves and Fools, whoſe Hopes and De- 
« fires not ſuffering them to reſt, revenge their own 
* Diſquier by interrupting the Repoſe ot other — * 
" "ſt this Trpertinence Marriage is your only Re- 
« ſupe; or 2 Nunnety; but that is a Remedy worſe | 
than the Diſeaſe, ſince the Impertinenee of another 
Sex is always more toletable than that of our own. 

« I'n ſhort, therearc a thouſand Troubles you eſcape, 
„and a thouſand Benefits you enjoy, by a Partner in 
* your Bed and Heart, in your Joys andConcerns, which 
* 2 fingle Life can never afford; theſe and other Ad- 
vantages of Wedlock are ſo evident, that you will cer- 
« tainly marry one time or other, As to the beſtow- 
ing your EH to your Satisfaction, tis certain, that 
* every Woman does ſo when free in her Choice; 
but if ſre obeys her Fancy more than her Reator, 
ber Satisfaction ends where it ſhou'd begin, and one 
„% Month is the Extent of its Duration. In fire, 
Madam, i you can beſtow your ſelf more to your 

Satisfaction, than by making a Man owe his For- 
tune and Happineſs to you, and one that muſt al- 
< ways be ſenfible of, * for it, then T muſt 
hate no Hopes; but if on 'Tryal you find you can't, 
« then 1 am at your Service and Command; who 
« 2w, Madam, 

| Yours, Ineognrto. 


Havins read this Letter over two or three times, 
I confeſs T had Curioſity enough to deſire to ſee the 
Perſon, who bad made fo pecuhar an Addreſs; ſo in 
z few Days I reſolv d in Arſwer to ſend him an Invita- 
tion to my Houſe, which he comply d with the follow - 
ing Day. I moſt on to you T was very much diſap- 
* CN « pointes 
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inted at his Appearance, having form'd my Idea of 
—— my Deſires, for there I had given him the 


Bcauties of Adonis, and the Wit of Mercury or Apollo; 


but when I aw him, tho” he had the Face and Mien 
of a Gentleman, yet I perceiv'd that he was paſt that 
agreeable Vigour of Youth which is ſo p to a 
Lady in her Lover. 
THe firſt Converſation made but little Impreſſion 
on my Heart, for a modeſt Confuſion had perverted 
his Underſtanding, and render'd his A not ſo 
ſprightly as I expected from a Man of Wit. But by 
a bs age Repetition of his Viſits, and the Freedom 
which that produc'd, I found that good Senſe and 
Humour which only could make a Woman 
y. © He frankly ond his low precarious Fortune, 
and ſufficiently demonſtrated the Advantage I might 
find in making him Maſter of mine, I was indeed 
ſenſible that mine was ſufficient to furniſh- not only 
the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Lite, but even 
the Superfluities; and J conſider d, that all the Wealth 
in the World could not add to my Enjoyments; I re- 
member'd that he was a Gentleman, and a Man of 
Senſe and Learning, and ſo Maſter of every thing that 
could aſſure me of a delightful and happy Life: Thus 
being pleas d with his Converſation, and not diſliking 
his Pei ſon, I beſtow'd my ſelf and my Fortune upon 
him. Nor have I yet — Fane cauſe to repent of m 
Choice, whilſt a Fidelity in his Paſſion, and Gratitude: 
in his Conduct, makes me find my ſelf every Day 


happier than the former. Tis true, if a Woman wi 


blindly raiſe her Footman, or Coachman, a Sharper, 
or a Fool, to her Bed, ſhe muſt expect to be as mi- 
ſerable as the greateſt Lord can make her; but if ſhe 
marry a Gentleman, a Scholar, and a Man of true 
Senſe, and be her {elf Miſtreſs of any Temper, ſhe 
cannot be unhappy. | 88 | 

Hers the pr Lay made a ER tos 
my Satisfaction, to find a Woman, nay, and a Widow" 
too, once in the right, But I ſoon found ſhe had not 
1 155 ä poke 
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ke ſo much to the Satisfaction of the reſt of the 

zompany; for the Lady who had ſo freely declar d 
for the tricking ot Men, heard her out with no little 
Impatience and Indignation, and ſhe had ſcarce done, 
when ſhe reſumꝭd her Diicourſe in this manner. 

.* Your Fate, Madam, is very ſingular both in 
the Cauſe and Event: But there is no general Rule 
4 to be draven from particular Inſtances. It is very 
* certain, that the State of Man and Woman, in Re- 
1 gard of each other, is a State of War and Strata- 
„ gem: And Peceit is more neceſſary than Valour in 
«, this Warfare; and ſhe who entertains any generous 
« Sentiments in this Campaign, may ſoon find the 
« Ravages of a. mercileſs Conqueror, but never the 
% Pleaſure and Bleſſings of a triumphant and victori- 
« ous Succeſs, The Day-Dreams of yo Love- 
fick Maids, drawn from the Fumes of fooliſh Ro- 
„ mances, or the Whimſies of crack-brain'd Poets, 
< ſerve, only like Ignes fatui to lead them into Bogs 
and Quagmires, where they muſt certainly fink and 
< periſh without Pity or Relicf. _ 

- * Max, therefore, ought to find no more Quarter 
« than he gives; and Woman ought to make a Pre 
of that proud Animal, that aims at fo a= res tf 
*. unreaſonable, and deſpotick a Tyranny over her, as 
to make no Scruple of ſacrificing her Life and her 
*« Happineſs to his own Will and Pleaſure. Tho”, 
Madam, it was your extraordinary Chance to ſtum- 
« ble on a Felicity which you could not reaſonably 
«promiſe your ſelf, it was ſo much more owing to 
« —— than your Conduct, that I think the Exam- 
ple rather worthy of Admiration than Imitation. 
«] am of Opinion, that Tarquinia Lachetti of Flo- 
« yerce ought rather to be tollow'd. by all prudent 
Ladies, Who never, had any Regard to Man but as 
it an{wer'd either her Pleature or Profit.“ 
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r TITRES 
The Hiſtory of Tarquinia Lachetti of Horence, 
her mean Birth, her Riſe, the ſeveral Tricks 
play d her Husbands; and her Death. 
The Joung Lady's Doubts. about ng re- 
mo d by an old Widow, in the Hiſtory of 
Lauretta. An Imvettive apainſt Man, which 
concludes the Nidau Pi 
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s great Herome was like Tamerlane- 
and Arſaces, the Offspring of a Shepherd; 
3 and being at Fourteen advanc'd into the 
== Family of her Father's Maſter, ſhe ſoon 
ttrom the loweſt Menial found Admiſſion 
to his Bed. Tho ſhe had Beauty and Cunning enough, 
yet ſhe was not on a Bottom to capitulate, but ſurren- 
der d on his Summons at Diſcretion. She had fo much 


Cunning as never to propoſe M „ fince in all 
Probability that would have rebated hs Edpe of her- 
Maſter's Appetite, 1 it ſufficiently ſecure 
of her Expectations by artful Addreſs, and her ſe- 
dulous Care of finding out and 'foothing his Humour 
with ſo agreeable a Flattery, as bound him in ſurer 
Chains to her Will, than thoſe of the Prieſt ever 
proves in Italy, He was old, and a Widower; and 
therefore a profeſs d Enemy of Wedlock; the very 
Name of it had been ſufficient to difguſt him in the 
Heighth of his Deſires and Enjoyment. But Tarquinia 
took care not to give him any Diſquiet on that Arti- 
cle, by which ſhe infinuated her ſelf into his Afſecti - 
ans 2 ſtrongly, that her Sway in all things was far 
more abſolute than that of any Wife: So that on bis 
pun. ſhe had in her Poſſeſſion not only his Plate and 
Mancy , which was conſiderable, but great 14 
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bers of — ewels, which yet his Heirs and Relati- 
— — ed to wreſt from her; To which end, 

i iately after his- Death they clapp'd her up in 

Priſon for the Theft, and got from her the Plate by 

way of Compoſition 5 the whole being mark d with 

his Arms, afforded. 2 fufficient Proof of its Owner. 

But her Adverfarics not being able to — — 

her, ſhe was ſet at Liberty; and ſoon ſhifted-the 

Scene of her Affairs from the Country where hitherto 

Ihe had liv'd, 10 Florence the FHW. 
Puk RE fhe ſoon ſet up a pretty tolerable: Equi- 

Page, and made ſo confi ea Figure, that by it ſhe 

y convey'd her {elf to the Aſſemblies, which are 
there very common, nay almoſt every Evening, where 
the promifcuous Company conſiſts of Men and Wo- 
men, that ſpend ſome Time in Play and Converſa- 
tion; in both which Tarquinia, being of a ready Wit, 
ſoon arriv'd at Perfection. | | 

Is theſe Aſſemblies it was that ſhe met with An- 
tonio Lachetti, a Relation of her Quondam Maſter's, 
whole Character ſhe was perfectly acquainted with, 
tho neither knew the Perſon of the other. He was 
ſo taken with her Figure, and her Converſation, that 
after ſome Weeks Addreſſes he prevail'd with her to- 
accept him for a Husband. He was a Man of a good 

Family, (which was her chief Motive to the Match) 
a tolerable Fortune, and a Perſon not at all to be 
deſpis d; but having travelbd in England and Germany, 
he had there learn d to be an entire Devotee to the 
Bottle. Thus qualify'd before Marriage, ſhe had the 
Addreſs afterwards to govern him abſolutely, and to 
make him ſtand in awe of her Frowns. As Antonio 
had nothing ſhocking either in his Perſon or Conver- 


fation, ſo he was a Stranger to thoſe Charms which 


are capable of gaining and retaining a Heart; and Tar- 
quinia, who marry'd him only —— her own Conveni- 
ence, took care not to loſe the Advantage ſhe had ob- 
tain d; eſpecially in indulging tt at amorous Temper, 
which was ſo much a Part of her Nature. 8 
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Ar rx che Cateſſes of many a young vigorous 
Lover, whom ſhe either afperebed 2 45251 as 
was conſiſtent with her Reputation or Pleaſure, ſhe 
fell into a more than ordinary League with Hoſtaſio 
Polerano, an accompliſh'd young Gentleman of about 
twenty ſix. After many happy Days and Nights, 
they were one Evening both in full of Deſire and 
Pleaſure, when Antonio her Husband return d from an 
Pug liff Merchant's, full loaden with Love and with 
Wine; drawing Courage from his Liquor, he was re- 
fled to venture to Bed with his Lady without her 
Permiſſion, or asking her Leave. Aud full of this 
Delign mounts up Stairs to her Door; where as ſoon 
as ſhe heard him, ſhe leap'd out of Bed from her Gal- 
lant, and even in her Shift forbid his Entrance. Wine 
having ſupply'd that Valour, which ſober he ge- 
nerally wanted, all ſhe could do could not prevail with 
him to go up to the Garret, his ordinary Bed-Cham- 
ber, nor into any other Apartment; nay he 2 
outragious, upbraids her with Adultery ; that ſhe had 


her Gallant in Bed with her; that having made an 


Example of the Rogue, he would inflict ſuch a Pu- 
niſhment on her as her Crime is commonly judg'd to 
deſerve. / 
H a'p he been as ſtrong in his Hands and Legs as 
in his Tongue, he might perhaps have put his Threats 
in Execution; but ſhe, full of Terror and Surprize, 
iving him a ſudden Pufh, threw him over the Rails 
Jown the Well of the Stair-Cafe : Which Fall made a 
Fraction in his Skull, and broke one of his Thighs 
and one of his Arms. He is taken up, the runs down 
half naked; all in Tears, and full of Cries and Lamen- 
tations; ſhe complains of her Misfortune, rails at the 
Servants for letting him go up alone in that Condi- 
tion, fince had ar one been with him he might have 
cfeap'd fo diſmal a Cataſtrophe. | : 
In ſhort, he died in three Days, was decently in- 
tert d, and left her the Reputation of a much greater 
Fortune than ſhe was really Miſtreſs of, ade” 
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his Eſtate went to his Family, and that little Ready 
Money that his Extravagance and hers had not con- 
ſum'd was not ſufficient, without , parting with ber 
Jewels, to hold up that Port which ſhe had hitherto. 
maintain d. By the Help, therefore, of Haſtaſſo ſhe 
made ſeveral Bonds, Bills of Exc , Certifi- 
cates of conſiderable Stock in the Banks of Genoa and. 
Venice, with ſo much Art, as to confound the Com- 
pariſon of the Counterfeit and the Real. Setting up 
with this Fund of Wealth, and a much ter in 
Hypocriſy, ſhe-made her {elf a Devotee to . 85 
ous Cirders, flattering their Avarice with Hopes of a 
Share in her Fortune, which with the Induſtry of 
Hoſtaſio ſoon brought her abundance of. Pretenders. 
_ AMONG the rel there was a rich old Merchant of 
Leghorn; who not content with that Plenty which 
he already ow'd to blind Fortune, muſt s in the 
very Winter of his Age tempt her in Matrimony. It 
was neither his Perſon nor his Senſe that preyail'd, 
but the great Stock of Ready Money which he was 
Kid always to have by him. By the artful pear 
ment of #Hoſtaſio, and the covetous Hopes of the 
Fryars, whole zealous Devotee ſhe appear d, ſhe gains 
the old Merchant, marries him, delivers up her Bills 
Bonds, and Titles to her Stock in the Banks of Venice 
and Genoa." By + " 
Wulrr her Husband was to Leghorn to take 
care of his Affairs, and diſpatch'd his Bills to the other 
Places, Hoſta/io and Tarquinia knowing this to be the 
only white Spot of their Fortune, and the only Time 
of eſcaping a Diſcovery which could have no proſperous 
Event; gets all her Jewels, all thoſe of her Husband's, with 
ſeveral Bags of Gold, and take their Way from Florence 
to Genoa; where being arriv'd, hir'd a Felucca 
to paſs thence to Marſeilles with the Booty; but a 


Tempeſt riſing, daſh'd their Boat to Pieces, Turquinia 


periſhing in the Place, while Hoſtaſio and ſome of the 


Crew Mam to Shore, So fell the iluſtri argue > 
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who had ſhe liv d, would, I dare believe, have reveng d 
all Woman kind on the proud imperious Sex. 
« I ConFEs5, (aid the youngeſt of all, when, this 
Lady had done,) «what I Bent + ves me abun- 
dance of Pain; for if to live an old Maid be ſo in- 
« famous, that we all naturally and generally abhor 


3 * 


* it; and to be d gives a Neceſlity of ſuch Miſ- 
chiets, and ſuch difhonturable Stratagems and Tricks; 


I am in a very ſolicitous Suſpenſe to know what to 
« do with my ſelf. A Husband I muſt own would 
be extremely agreeable to me, were he always 
** what he ſeems when a Lover; but when all you 
Ladies have more than once experienc'd the ſudden 
Change of that Ap ce, the odious State of an 
old Maid ſeems to be the more eligible Condition: 
+ Eſpecially ſince the Infamy of that may not only 
be taken away, but even ſanctify d into Veneration 
by a Nunnery. Tis true, I muſt own, that I do 
not find within me any of thoſe frozen or ſeraphick 
Notions which invite me to a State ſo re- 
«« cluſe; but do now and then feel ſome tender and 
warm Deſires for that Society with Man which 
Nature ordain'd; but ſince the frail Sweets are blend - 
ed with fa much Gall, I think EF ſhall reſolve to 
«« hazard the tedious Solitude of a Convent. 
„Tus beſt Advice I can give you, (reply'd one 
of the elderly Ladies] is to follow the Example of 
ga young Lady of this City, who being my near Re- 


lation, and particular Favourite, I am ＋ axgeeall AC- 
« quainted with all her Affairs, in which ſhe generally 
took my Advice. We will call her here Lauretta, 
for the better telling her Story, at the ſame time 
that Decency obliges us to conceal her real Name.” 

 LAURETTA Was now about Twenty, and tho 
from Fifteen Miſtreſs of a tolerable Fortune, yet the 
hard Fate of her Acquaintance had ſtruck ſuch à Dread 
into her of bakag tha Slave calld a Wife, that till 
theſe Years ſhe continu'd a Maid. But finding hee 
Years come on apace, and the old Maid ſtaring her 
ed . every 


$66 APULETUS's Book IV. 


every Day more grimly in the Face, and yet unwilling 
to retreat to a Nutinery,' The in Deſpair ventur'd to 


matry a rich doating old Fellow; whoſe Age promis d 


her à ſpeedy Releaſe from her Slavery, 
Fus Grido (for that was his Name) was 
ſtrangely fickle in his Temper, ſtarting frequently from 
one Extreme to another; for ſometimes he would be 
extremely fond of Lauretta, ſettling on her his whole 
Fortune on his Death, and perſecuting her with an 
awkard Expreffion of a nauſevus Tenderneſs; and then 
on a ſudden he world Ay into the Heighth of Jea- 
louſy, in who Dominion he GO: deſtroy*d 
what 93 .x done in his = Tho” he was = 
tick, peeviſh, ill- natur d, jealous; t 

Eat. de the moſt teizing in its Turn, 1 
ble to her far than his Embraces, which brought 
his Defects to ſo near a View, that ſhe ſeem'd to 
embrace a Charnel-Houſe in her Arms, which the ca- 
daverous Scent that aroſe from his id Carcaſs 
confirn'd, at the Expence almoſt of her Health and Re- 
— Theſe cleaving Miſchiefs were remov'd to a 
Diſtance by his jealous Fits, of which nothing was in- 
tolerable but her Confinement, which was ſo ſevere 25 
to be lock'd up ſo cloſe, as not to ſee much of Day- 
Light for a Fortnight her, nor receive any Suſte- 
nance but from the Hands of ſo diſigreeable and cruel 
a Goaler: But what added to her Uneaſineſs, were 
her Fears Ieft Gnido ſhould die in one of theſe ſullen 
and ill-natur'd Refentments, and ſo difappoint her 

and Defires of a rich and affluent Ciberyy: 
oME Days before the Return of his amorous 

Fondnefs, ſhe was permitted the Freedom of the u 
Part of the Hoaſe, which was every Day increas' till 
ſhe came down to his Table, and fo to his Bed. After 
this, his Tenderneſs increas'd for two or three Days, 
till now arriy'd to the Zenith of his Fondneſs and 
Dotape, he renew'd that Settlement which his next 
Relapſe was fure to deſtroy. She therefore reſolv'd to 
Put an end to fuch Terrors, and deliver her ſelt _— 
SLE m 
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from thoſe Severities, and more odious and diſguſttul 
Perſeeutions of an enervate and impotent Paſſion, that 
had no quite tir d her Patience, and damm d up that 
Current of Plcafare which her Conſtitution naturally 
requir d. 3 | 

I's one of his indulgent Moods 'ſhe prevaild with 
him for Leave to po to Church, which Opportunity 
ſhe  dexteroufly improv'd, as to procure a gentle 
Doſe that would decently diſmiſs him from an Office 
he could ſo ill perform, and ſecure her the Fund of 
Pleaſure, which ſhe could never hope for while he liv'd. 
The Doſe ſhe convey'd with fach Art, as to avoid all 
Suſpicion; and her Zeal for his fudden Illneſs confirm'd 
her Intereſt, by gettt * „ of all he had, while 
he retir'd from lm of Lauretra, which 
he had fo unjuſtly uſurp'd, to the Grave, whoſe Right, 
extreme old Age, and Maltiplicity of Inftrmities, 
long ſince made him. 

Tut Formalities of the Mourning bring over, ſhe 
on grew the gayeſt Lady of Naples; and took up a 
Reſolution to 7e her felf on every one of the 
Male Sex that came into her Power, except ſuch as 
w conſecrated to Heaven were facred to her Plea- 

i | | 


Sur was a mighty File Devotee of the Jeſuits, 
among whom ſhe had caſt her Eye on 2 roſy young 
Father, and in Conteffion acquainted him with her 
Inclination for him. The good Father, brppening 
not to be i 20 Fe in the midſt 7 and 
Eaſe, with no ifficulty, or any onab! 
Scruples, aſſur d her of his immediate Endeavours to 
do Juſtice to her Paſſion. I confeſs, 1 do not believe 
that Lauretta was not carry d to her Choice of this 
Father before any of the Lay- men, who had offer d 
their Vows without any Return; but that ſhe thought, 
with a great deal of Reaſon, that her Fame and Re- 
putation was a great deal more fecure in the Favours 


ſhe ed to a Jeſuit, than if they had been allow'd 


to a Lay-man. 
A Having 
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HAvins. this private Reſourſe of ſecret Pleaſures, 
ſhe gave à Looſe to her beloved Coquetry in its ut- 
.moſt, Extent. She would make all the Advances that 
could exalt Hope into Affurance, and keep it ſtill on 
the Rack without any ſubſtantial Compliance. [This 
rais d the Opinion not; only of her Beauty, but 
her Virtue; and, the Opinion ot the latter frequently 
produces more Attempts than the moſt exquiſite 
Charms of the Perſon.; So much more Satisfaction 
do Men take in the Miſchief, than in the Pleaſure. 
Tus ſhe liv'd admir'd, belov'd, and purſu'd by all 
Men, but yielded to none; Miſtreſs of her own Liberty 
and Delights, which ſhe ever freely indulg d, but not 
with the Men of this World, but with, whatever good 
Father of the Jeſuits. her Fancy or Appetite requir'd. 
And for the good Services of that Order in her amo- 
rous Affairs, ſhe left her whole Fortune, without any 
Regard to her Relations, to their College on her 
Death; and is in a fair way of being a Saint, if the 
Charge of the Canonization be not. an Obſtacle that 
8 may not think worth their while to break 
IAM thinking, (aſſum'd another grave Lady, 
finding the dome Bal done,) © that hr a 5 
nothing ſo pernicious to a Woman as any Inclina- 
« tion at all to a Man. Tis viſible to me that Tar- 
4% quinia .- dd the Loſs of her Triumph for all the 
« Victories gain d over the Sex to her Dotage on 
* Hoſtaſio; for had ſhe delay'd her Flight till her Hu- 
« band had been undeceiy'd about her Fortune, it is 
« more than, probable that her Husband would for the 
. Sake of his own Reputation have ſmother'd the 
% Diſappointment , and given her Time by her fine 
t Arts to have made him her Slave; or he would cer- 
& tainly. have hang'd himſelf on the Defeat of his 
& avaricious Hopes, For we frequently find the Dis- 
<. appointments in Avarice as fatal as thoſe in Love, 
4 and then ſhe would at leaſt have had an Opportu- 
& nity of ſecuring good Part of his Wealth, and of 
: — 1. 
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« extending her Proweſs to more of the Sex: But 


her Dotage on Haſtaſio at once put an end to her 
« Life and her Gry. Let me therefore adviſe 


© young Ladies, never to value Mankind, but as they 
contribute to your  Infereſt or your Pleaſure, both 


« which will be heighten'd by Variety, more than by 
fixing your Thoughts pon eee 40 

* Tat s pious Harangue finiſh'd the Tattle of theſe 
reverend Ladies and I had Hands T ſhould have 
bleſſd my ſelf from the whole Sex, but eſpecial] 
from Widows, whom 1 have ever ſince looł d up: 
as the Crocodile, the Hyeza, the Scylla, and beni, 
of thoſe unhappy Men who venture out into the 
ſtormy and rocky Seas of Matrimony; and 1 have 
ever ſince put it into my. Litany, From Widows and 
deadly Sin, good Lord, deliver me. 

THe Hours growing late, but not their T 
weary, they took their Leaves of the Lady.of the 
Houſe, who had all the while given them patient 
Hearing, without interrupting their Diſcourſe by either 
Story or Remark. As far as I could diſcover through 
all my Canine Travels, I could never find a Weman 
free from the Influence of ſome violent Paſſion which 
govern'd her Actions. If ſhe was not amorous, 
(which ſome few may not be) ſhe was cruel, 1247" of 
ful, avaricious, ſuperſtitious, proud, vain, or the like. 
Thus the Conſtitution of the Ly of the Houſe was 
not ſo prone to Love as moſt of her Sex; but then 
the was cruel, implacable, jealous, and revengeful, as 
wilt plainly appear from the Sequel of her Story. 


2 
A 


(2; 4 


#7 


« 


329. oy ang Rok Js 


* 
32 


The . tio, ge, ts 
rauiſh Renate, Fantaſ1o's ee and how 
be deliver d her in the Minmenof Diſtreſs. 
"The tragical Fealouſy and Avarice of Re- 
nate, » With her murthering her Husband Ju- 
io Siffor in a harbarous manner, poyſoning 

her Huband, the Doctor that 14 4 her to 
the 2 and his Wife, &c. with her ter- 


rible Puniſhment on the Diſcovery. - 


ur Viſitors were no ſooner . 
<Ell the Veil was throven off, and diſcover d 
a Face, if not the fine that ever was 
hell ſeen, yet adorn'd with thoſęe Charms, 
what might juſtify a Flame in any Be- 
= holder, There was however ſomethirg 
Pong in ay 6 Countenance, and a Pramiſc of that Vio- 
lence of Temper in, Jealouſy and Revenge, af which 
1 was. afterwards,an, unealy Spectator, The Veil be- 
off, I could not find that her imaginary Grief had 

is Footſteps in her Face, here all Was ſerene 


* 
I almoſt ſtumbled. over me beſore ſhe a me; 
but then not a little pleas d with the accidental Trea- 
ſure, {for Women have a ſtrange Inclination to Dogs) 
king me in her — ſhe expreſs d her Satisfaction in 
my Beauty and Fi 5 ſhew'd-me to be a Dog 
of no mean Co ation. She caus d me, according 
to my Wiſhes,; to be. plentifylly ſed with the be 
Victuals in the Houſe, and the cleareſt Beveridge her 
Servants could get. Having ſatisfy'd the im ning 
hp" of my Appetite, I paid my Acknowledgments 
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by the licking ber Hands and Face, and frisking my 
Tail, and all manner of Dog - like Expreſſions of Gra- 
titude; a Virtue ſomething peculiar to that Animal; 
and which I found my 2 much partake of, that 
I from that Moment took an inviolable Love for m 
Miſtreſs and Benefatreſs. She pleas d with my Fond. 
neſs, to make my Quarters the more agreeable, took 
me to her own Bed, and lodg d me in her own 
Boſom; where the Charms were ſo ſtrong as to make 
me wiſh that Biancha had transform d me into ſome 
Shape more proportion d to my amorous Deſires. 
Tur Morning being come, the fair Renate roſe 
like a Venus trom her Bed of Snow, diſcovering a Skin 
more white, and Beauties ſufficient to charm another 
Mars. Soon after ſhe was up, her Maid brought her 
word that Father Ignatio was below, and delir'd to 
ſpeak with her. The Father (by his Coat) was a 
privileg d Man, and was admitted without thoſe For- 
— 3 that had been obſerv d to the Ladies the Night 
K ace | f 
D1xN Ex not yet being ready, the Father was 
unwilling to loſe this Opportunity of being alone with 
her in her Bed-Chamber. Being therefore fate down 
by her, he addreſs'd himſelf to her in a moſt Cavalier 
manner; proteſted, that he had been long in Love with 
her before her Husband died; who being ſo near a Re- 
lation, and ſo a Friend to the Order, he had with 
a great deal of Difficulty curb'd his Inclinations: But 
that ſince her Widowhood the Flame was grown fo 
ſtrong, that it could only be quenchd in her Arms, 
which ſhe might permit, now the wagiMiſtreis of her 
ſelf, without Injury to any one; that ſhe had no 
reaſon to — to Pleaſure, when in his Chatacter 
ſhe was ſecure of her Reputation, with which Advan- 
tage A might continue the Intriegue as long as ſhe 
leas d. | 3 20 Iv. 
F Sn ſeem'd extremely ſurpriz'd at the-impudent Pe- 
chration and Addreſs, and began to move towards the 
next Room, tor fear the Place and his' Luſt ſhould =. 
4 - pire 


ſide; but finding him too 
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ſpire ſome Rudeneſs which ſhe was not willing to ex- 
perience. But he ſtopp'd her by Force, throwing bis 
Arms about her, and embracing her with all the Ar- 
J —_ he drew her by degrees {till 
nearer the Bed, not without much ſtruggling on her 
for her, ſhe defir'd a 
Parley, demanded her Liberty in diſpoſing of her ſelt, 
with leſs Guilt and Impiety, than by proſtituting her 
ſelf ro a Church- man, who had a folemn Vow 
of Chaſtity, | 

TaT1s Was talking to the Seas and Winds, his Ap- 
petite was tov ſtrong to admit of a Repulſe. But to 
calm her Scruples, and as far as poſlible to comply 
with her Deſire, he gave her a few Minutes Reſpite to 
hear his Juſtification: But to ſecure her from Flight he 
plac'd her in his Lap, and himſelf on the ſide, 
with his Arms faſt lock'd about her Waſte, 
- '« Were the Action (nid he) I perſiſt to commit 
* an Evil, yet you might commit the Deed without 
« Fear, ney peut ſhould ſoon receive an caly Abſolu- 
tion fot agrecable on; Mariana 
* and Suarez, and the ory, we ot our Order, 
a > 755 that you may do Evil that Good may come 
«of it. But where the Ill is in this I cannot con- 
« ceive:. We are both ſingle Perſons, and at our own 
« Diſpoſe in the Pleaſures and Actions of the Body. 
**' But the Good you would do in a gentle Compliance 
« is -manifeſt as the Sun, by eaſing the Pangs of an 
* unhappy Paſſion, that takes up all my Thoughts, 
# and renders me unfit for all the Functions of my 
„Order. The. Good being thus plain, and the Evi! 
« ſo uncertain, and ſo eaſily redreſs d if real; I can by 
t no means diſcover any Shadow of Pretence for your 
4 Scruples. All human Actions are in themſelves in- 
«« different, and only receive the Marks of Good or 


Evil from the End they are directed to. This is 


evident from the Scriptures, and the Practice of 
« our holy Church. Murder was a Merit in F#dits 
and Fae, tho attended with an inhoſpitable. Trea- 


« chery. 
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“ chery. Rev was Piety in the Brothers of 
> — Bitkimahtioh, or, in plain Terms, a Lie, 
« was Prudence in Abraham, David, and St. Paul: 
« So was Theft in the Children of 1/rael before their 
„Departure out of Agypt, becauſe all done for the 
«« greater Glory of God, the Service and Support of 
> fis Church, his People, or his Prieſts. us tho? 
« every Man has a natural Right to Li in his 
*« Conſcience, yet the Church has eſtabliſh'd an In- 
« quiſition to deſtroy that natural Right, becauſe it 
« would be detrimental to the Church, the main Pil- 
« lars of which are our Order; which makes every 
<< thing that is done for the Pleaſure or Service of that, 
« or any Member of it, not only highly innocent, but 
<«« meritorious, Thus all that is given to us is turn d 
into fine Churches, magnificent Altars, and an abun- 
dance of learned Men, And when the Files De- 
votees of our Order oblige us in this, or any other 
way, all is done with that Decency, Decorum, and 
* Manners, that Scandal can never enſue to either 
« Party, For we are reaſonably indulg d the private 
« Gratification of human Frailties, provided we avoid 
the Scandal, which alone is the Crime in all Affairs 
«© of this Nature. For how in Reaſon can the Thing 
« it {elf be a Crime, to which Nature, and the Caute 
* of Nature, has annex d ſuch a Pleaſure? 

Tux throwing her down, — © Refift no more 
* (continu'd he) in vain, for if you ſtrike me you are 
« excommunicated, an Evil far greater than what you 
* d to avoid; and all other Struggling will but 
« heighten the Pleaſure of the rapturous Victory.“ 

Tur Lady unmov'd by all his prophane and impi- 
ous Sophiſtry, not onl ſtruggled with him with all 
her Force and Strength, but ſcratch'd his Face, and 


- 


beat him with her lovely Hands with all her weak 
Power; but as often as ſhe endeavour'd to cry out, he 
ſmother'd her Voice with amr rp va my — = 
vanquiſh'd her, that her Strength being ſpent, ell 
fans was weak, and he almoſt in the 
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th-hodld from his Violence. aan . 
II Piru D tay Lady, and was in. full Indignation 
at the Prieft, but in inp preſent State knew not how 
t0 bring her Relief: To call the Servants was impoſ- 
ſible, 1 wanted Means to convey my-Complaint, as 
well as Time, But taking the only ſe Neceſlity 
had left me, I exerted my Force, and before he was 
abſolute Maſter of his Wiſhes, 1 leap'd at the Calves 
his Legs, and fixd my Teeth fo cagerly in them, 
at. 1 bung down, by them till the Pain made him 
rx, from the Rape, and ſo give Liberty to my 
itrels_to, run immediately into the next Room. 
niatisfy'd with preventing the Miſchief, I was bent 
on a proportionable Revenge; for as ſoon as he turn'd 
about on the Aſſault, I ſeiz d on a more tender and 
Pune Part, not without the deſir d Effect, having 
Eft che Impreſſion of my Teeth where it could not 
e 46. 7 ſecretly cur d. The Agony of the 
ain, and the Danger of the Wound, made the good 
Father 2 away without much Excuſe to the 
Lady for t infolent Attempt. Order was given 
never more to admit either him or any one of his Or- 
der into the Hoyſe; while I was careſs'd in her yet 
trembling Arms, with no ſmall Satisfaction, as 
wonderful Delivercr, _ nt 
Tuns unkapp Cataſtrophe of the good Father's 
Amour alarm the Society with Fear of ſome pub- 
lick Diſcourſe, They therefore, with much ado, and 
by the means of a Favourite Maid, (for in Naples the 
Jeſuits have a mighty Power over all Servants) they 
-obtain'd Admiſſion for a reverend, grave old Father of 
the. Order, who pretended to come from Ignatio to 
her Pardon, without which he could not die, as 
he ſuddenly expected, in Satety and Peace; deſiing 
ber, in his Name, to impute the Looſeneſs of his Ar- 
guments to the blind Prevalence of his wicked Paſ- 
— of which he ſeriouſly, and in Floods of Tears, 
had now repented, To this were added many other 
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agg a HappineG which ſhe gould ſcarce any longer 
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to Spain When his 


Chap · VI. Gorp IN As. 215 


-Innuendoes, that Regard was to be had to the Order, 
;which- ought not to be condemn'd for the Folly or 
Vice of any particular Member, and was too eminent 
really to ſuffer by the Tongue of any one Lady; that 
want ol Silence in the Misfortune of the Penitent 
would redound more to her Diſadvantage than his. 
Fut fair Renate was indeed too bigotted to the 
Order to retain any Reſentment againſt the Father on 
Jo plauſible a Submiſſion, and Acknowledgment of 
his Error, which was facilitated by the natural Pride 
of the Sex, in finding ſo ext nary an Effect of 
her Beauty, as to pervert the Religious themſelves: 
For tho' a Woman like not the Man, ſhe never is really 
angry at the Paſſion; or can long retain an Averſion tu 
him for its moſt violent and impudent Efforts. 
Tuo this Lady was not naturally amorous, yet 
when ſhe: took an Affection to any Particular, it 
ſeem'd, by the Event, to be very unruly, and ſubject 
to riſe up to ſtrong and dangerous Jealouſics,- It 
happen d, thut Julio the Son of Guido Imperiale was 
recommended to her for a Husband, and was intro- 
duced with fo much Advantage, that he in a little time 
vaifd'of her Heart, and over her Liberty; if I may 
y {o of her marrying a Man, who left her not only 
Miſtreſs of her own Actions, but even of his. But 
his Fondneſs and Indu was fo far from hinder- 
ing his unfortunate that they furviſh'd the Means 
of her implacable Revenge, and all thoſe Murders that 
enſu d, till they ht her to an ignominious Fate. 
To give a true tive of the Matter, it is ne- 
ceſſary that I go back ro the Family of her Husband 
r py Occaſion of 
t Tragedies. . 
GUIDO, the Father of Julio her Husband, was a 
Man of an obſtinate Temper, and of no Principles of 
Religion or _— is Affairs calld him away 
y was big with Child; but 


—_ mortal Averſion to Female Children, be or- 
der d 


if ſne brought * to {end it * 
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Far from that Country, if ſhe” could not deſtroy it 
with Convenience and Safety. He laid this Injunction 
with ſuch Earneſtneſs, and ſo many Imprecations, 
that his Wife was too much afraid of his Anger not 
to obey him in ſome meaſure. For being deliver d of 
-a Daughter, 'ſhe ſent to an old Tenant of her Mother's, 
»giving the Child in Charge to her with ſufficient to 
maintain it till a farther Opportunity. On her Huſ. 
band's Return, to prevent his — ſne told him. 
that the had indeed t forth a Daughter, but 


that it died in a Weck, was buried in the Pariſh- 


Church; where ſhe kad indeed taken care that a Coffin 
_ be buried as if it had really contain'd a dead 
ntant. | 
TuE Years paſſing over, ſhe was now arriv'd to a 
marriageble Age, and a very large Share of Innocence 
and Beauty, But the Mother unable to marry her ac- 
<ording to her Birth, ſhe was oblig'd to impart the 
Secret to her Son. He knowing his Father's impla- 
cable Temper, took care to conceal it, and 
over the Piety of a Son, and the Love of a Brother, 
with the Pretence of meer Charity, he takes his Siſter 
Home, as an Orphan without Father or Mother; and 
at aſt out of his own Pocket gave her a Fortune, and 
marries her to a particular Friend of his own. . 
Bur tho all this was perform'd with the utmoſt 
Holineſs and Piety, yet it could not eſcape the male- 
volent Aſpect of Fortune; by whoſe accurſed Influ- 
ence an unlucky and fatal Jealouſy invaded the 
ful Manſion of the innocent Julio, The Secret of 
that Tenderneſs and Intimacy betwixt Julio and her 
ing unknown to his Wife, it gave Riſe to her ſuſ- 
pecting her as the Rival of her Bed, and that being 
xd in her Imagination, it was no wonder that a 
Wornan of fo impetuous # Temper ſhould firſt hate 
Her, and then contrive her Ruin in thoſe Snares her 
Revenge had laid for her Life; which ſhe effected iu 


Having 
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- Havinc ſtobn her Husband's Signet, ſhe retires to- 
x little Villa that ſhe had about half a Mile from̃ Naples; 
and thence immediately ſent to her ſuſpected Rival a- 
Servant too faithful to his Miſtreſs,. and deſerving nos 
Reward for a Fidelity ſo criminal. This Servant was 
to tell her, that Fulio being gone to his Villa,” defir'd: 
her Company without any one with her. That there 
might be no Scruple to hinder her going, he gave her 
the Signet his Miſtreſs had ſton from his Maſter, 
which added Force and Faith to his Words. She 
paying a juſt Deference to her Brothers Commands, 
went ts the Villa alone, as fhe ſuppos d, that her Bro- 
ther had order d her. | ig e: 
- Brine thus betray'd into a Snare ſo unexpected. 
the furious Wife commands her to be ſtripp'd, and 
whipp'd in a cruel and barbaroùs manner; tho' ſhe 
all the while cryd out, that ſhe was his own Siſter,” 
and therefore there was no juſt Ground of a — 
fo enrag d as ſhe d. But ſhe incredulous of a 
ſhe could fy, as if a n —_— _ 
2 burning Spit up her Body, and { ſhe expir'd. ' A Bar- 
oy ſo i 4 ve . Averſion to my — 
made me wiſh for a lucky Opportunity o i 
the Houſe of Wickedneſs "oy On 4 | 24 
Tun Husband coming by chance into the Hilla, 
found his unhappy Siſter thus vwyretchedly dying by 
the Hands of a Woman he lov'd more than Life; and 
whom he could not accuſe, tho Juſtice and Reaſon 
fo loudly call'd on him for Revenge. In. this Agony: 
he fell into a Feaver, and unable to remove, he there 
took his Bed; while his Siſter was by his guilty Wite 
privately buried. aff 
Tux Wife pretending Sorrow for her fatal Miſtake; 
was aſſiduous at his Bed, and that nothing might be 
—— advis d a Phyſician. But ſhe having now 
paſs d the Boundaries of Virtue, and enter d the horrid 
Confines of Murther, thought her ſelt not Gate but by 
committing new. She had therefore taken care to 
poiſon. the Servant, who only was Witneſs of her 
Iva - 4 2 
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Crime; and now had made an Agreement with a 
Doctor of a ſcandalous Principle, tho tolerable R 

tation, for a thouſand Crowns to ſach a Potion 
as ſhould certainly and ſpeedily, carry him out of the 
World; Theſe Matters — — agreed, the Phy- 


ſician pretends, that n recover him but a 


Noftrum of his own, he prepar d with his own 
Hands. The Family being now preſent, with ſome 
Friends and Reptions, as the Doctor was juſt going 

ive the Patient the Doſe before agreed on, the 
bo audacious Woman, that ſhe might remove the 
Witneſs of her Guilt, ele 


to give him for his impious Service, 
4 . 25 2 all the Compeny deliver 7 bes d 


7 dare Hubund (Gil ſhe) al pot drink of 

« this n till you have drank a good Share of it 

your ſelf, for bow elſe ſhould I know, whether it 
Ges nn. te A A SASISN It can 
be no Offence to galten r 7 uf 
Man as you are, i ing, 
e e d a e e in 
neceſſat deln Re Kue d r ce 5 

Tu Phyſician ix d at t —— 
3 an Baring ee 
it {elf in his Countenance, havi 2 Time to 
der, and leſt any Thought by his trembli 


diſcover his Guilt, A AE the ht o — 


tion; and after him Julio made no Scruple to take 
off the reſt. The Doctor would on this have made 
haſte Home to have taken an Antidote to expel. the 
Venom, but the Lady was too accompliſh'd in her 
Impiety to do Miſchief by Halves, and therefore 
would not let him ſtir — — etending * he 
ſhould ſtay and ſee the Operation is Medines but 

* 8 re, 55 his "hes 
of diſcover ſhe any any 

him depart, 


V's $45 1. 4 | roy 
£ 114 5 Bor 


e 


SW 0 _—_— 


of 1« d 


Bur the Poiſon by this time having ſeiz d on his 
Vitals, Rarce drawing his Legs after him, in « dying: 
Condition he reachd his own Houſe, having ſcarer 
{o much Life left as to tell his Wife what had been 
done, and to give her his Order to demand of the 
Lady of Imperiale the Reward of this double Death 
of her Husband and himſelf; and thus over- reach 
this worthy Phyſician went out of the World in a Ve- 
hicle of his own preparing. Fulio ſoon had the fame 
Fate, iring in the Arms, and in the midſt of the 
talſe Sighs and Tears of his treacherous Wiſe 
Tut Mourning for the Dead being now p! 


well over, the Doctor's Wife comes for the Rey 
for the Death of both their Husbands. The Lady 


ways of a Piece, and like her ſelf, putting on a fri 

Countenance, made no Scruple of aſſi her of the 
omis'd Reward; and provided ſhe elp her to 
me more of that Potion to compleat the Buſineſs ſhe 


had but 1 ſhe would double the Money. The 
s Wid 


Doctor's Widow, won by the Lady's cunning Arts, 

and hoping to jngratiate her {elf with a Lady of her 

Wealth — Intereſt, runs Home with all Speed and 

brings ber the whole Box of Poyſon. Imperizle 

having got theſe Materials and Means of greater wy 
i 


chiefs, ſtretch'd out her bloody Hands as far as P 


dence would ſuffer them to reach. * 
SHE had a little Daughter-in-law, who by the 

would inherit her Husband's Eftate, Which on 

Death was ſettled on her. The unfortunate Child Was 


then at Home with her, and not yet remor'd by h 


Father's Relations, but thus defenceleſs expogd to the 


Fury of an avaricious Woman, who had now thrown 


off all Thoughts of Heayen or Hell, or any thing that 
ſtood betwixt her and her cavetous Deſires. 

To exceed all cruel Mothers, as ſhe had already all 
barbarous Wiyes, ſhe went on in the fame hellifh 
Track ſhe had enterd. Haying invited the Dodtoy's 


Widow to Dinner, with a Promiſe of N 


ber 
Money, ſhe poiſon d both ber and her with 


320 APULEIUS's Book IV. 
the fame Doſe. The Strength of the Poyſon imme- 
diately deſtroy d the tender little Creature; but the 
Phyfician's Lady held it out ſomething longer, yet 
— the Shock of her Spirits, and 8 ſome 
Symptoms which mtu her Suſpicion of what 
Was done; taking her Leave of the Lady, ſhe goes 
immediately to the Houſe of the Judge and chiet 
Civil Magiſtrate, where by declaring ſhe had a ſtr 
dar aha to make, ſhe ſoon got Admiſſion to his 
reſence; and having told the whole Hiſtory of the 
Sloody Deeds of my , the fell down with a great 
Gxoan at the 40 (ups ih Feet, and qu yet to ſay 
ſhe expir'd in the very Act of Speaking. The 
Magiftrate not ſuffering this Matter to lie neglected, 
immediately ſeizes her and her Servants, and ſoon by 
the Queſtion diſcover d all her Villainy, and condemn'd 
her to a Puniſhment in ſome Proportion to her Crime, 
being to be broke on the Wheel, and there left with- 
out the Coup de Grace. 
„Tuis Lady confirm'd my Belief, t hat Women are 
not virtuous for Virtue's Sake, but ſhun a Vice t 
take no Pleaſure in, for the Purſuit of that to whic 
they are peculiarly devoted. Thus ſhe could well re- 
ſiſt the Aſſaults of Father Ignatio; but not thoſe of 
Revenge and Avarice, to which the Sullenneſs of her 
Temper more naturally led her. But ſince neither 
Woman nor Man can be exempt from criminal Paſſi- 
ons, thoſe I ſhould moſt eſteem, and think even more 
innocent, whoſe Paſſions were leſs injurious and leſs 
bloody; and which bring none of theſe doleful Ca- 
— to which the cruel Imperiale was thus be- 
tra , 


y'd. 

THe feſuits made a double Uſe of this fad Event, 
under preſſing on her Execution, and openly ca- 
reſſing her till ſhe came to the Wheel: By which they 

t of her, to pray her Soul out of Purgatory, ſome 

wels and Bonds 1 which ſhe had fav'd from the Seizure 


TEPERTIETO >.» = 6, mono. 


of the State. 1 muſt needs Gay, my Lady retain d to 
ber aſt a mighty Kindneſs for me, and W 


Chap. VI, GOLDEN Ag. 3at 


her laſt Breath recommended the Care of me to the- - 
holy Fathers: By which means I then became a Mem- 
ber of the Co — go. wt 
bimſelf ar that time reſided. 


eis U BA Bo. ir. 
of Faitalio's being. carry'd into 
Cr angry or Leg in 
Of a SLE Dire mad. 
| Chamber. The Inveltive of an old” Sodo-- 


mitick Father againſt Women, The Story. of 
the Pane, Seconds © and his — 


ther, &c. co rn VN arty Mer 
Fur K . F 


Conness I was under no little A 
fon of my Life in the Hands of tho Nen, 
ho were Brethren of the Father 
NSA io, whoſe Fri I had ſo valorouſſy 
defeated puniſh'd: Not 1 but da _ 
had ſo little Regard to Humanity in * 
againſt their Enemies of their own Kind, would — — 
no Commiſeration on an impudent that had not. 
only {poil'd a RR Recreation for the preſent, 
but in all P boy pat Sica. peck the I 
the future, and — Hazard of his Life. 
But truſting to the uncommon Beauty which Ran 
had given me, and the greater Deference I might hope 
the good Fathers might pay to a Dog than a Man, I. 
ſubmitted to be carry d in the Arms of the Jeſuit to 
his College, having my laſt Miſtreſs bruis d and 
broken to Pieces betore we retir d. | 


7 1 
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I Was pretty well comforted when I found I was 
to enter another College of the Society, and not the 
Reſidence of good Father Ignatio; where I found 
either no Knowledge, or clic a total Oblivion of the 
Adventure. The Father ſoon 1 me up to his 
Chambers, where I found a Girl i — 4 
Novice's Habit, but Rr ind, and ay 
the Place of her Colours. 

Tuis Girl it- er 


Streets, and d to ſuch Har 

* $ e e 

Maſter, 

to pick her 

Ways conyey d her 

_ Chamber, 2 

keen an. ah — 2 ſhe had 
ood and Wi 

and his v Em 

Want, and the hard Lodg cen of te the _ Streets, and 

the nerveleſs Careſſes of an 

Hey r 

never heard them mention 1 

but I found it had been 

have gotten her with Chi 


ticklifh Affair. 
- FRANCISCO had no —.— open d his Caſe, but 
the old Fellow (whoſe Chamber we were in) ve: 
ravely rebuk d him for a Folly fo uncautious, in 
the Reputation of his Co in Þ fly an Ad. 
venture. Franciſco ſoon fatisfy'd him, that ſhe was 
blind, and knew not where ſhe was, and that the only 
&fcult ' Point, on which he recurr'd to his Advice, 
was to know bow he ſhould convey her away with- 
out a Diſcovery, ſince it was not very likely that ſhe 
would be wiling to return to her former Condi- 
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ou 3 with the Addition of a Baſtard, with- 
6c * v Fool (Hd the old Fellow) what need badſt 


© thou of all this Hazard? Tis true, we cat well, and 
drink well, and have a v4 * Appetite, and 


ovices f 
„Hatha * i, 22 of. ot — 
dient to thy Will, and your: 
« A Pleaſure, 8 12 * oy of by the - Secrely, - 
* and Freedom from Sca which, in the meer 
Frxailties of Life, is thepricncipal part of the Guilt” 
« I Havg no manner ot Guſto (interrupted Father 
« Franciſco) of that ſort of Amour; Nature framd 
ſoſt, delicate Woman for the. Satisfaction as well as- 
« Cauſe of our Defires.. And cate Loy ſocrer on 
admit Region into the Controverſy, (wi eee 
is like an Apothecary's Medicines for our 
* calld — mg not for our ſelves) ph 
has diſcoverd ſo much Wiſdom in the qu, gar 
« of all things, and in its adapting each 40. its pro 812 
Uſe, ought certainly to 2 in theſe nearer En- 
« dearments of Pleaſure and Love, by hich Boy. 
« ſerves that Species which ſhe has made. 4 | 
4 No mote of that hes 1 (aid Lin other. # 
dim up very Wa name nat Woman to me, 
1 late her; where ehh and As mix d make 
up the Feaſt, what Man of Seaſe can have any A 14. | = 


by Mor In my PleaſuresI would, not converſe who 
« with the Body, or owe them entirely to that; 
«would have ſome Senſe to raiſe and dase my 
« Guſto, which 2 Fool muſt always rebate... t let 
1 —— Sketch. of. that 2 . 
Juue the proper « Objects | 
of Letters. | : Qt! 
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Againſt WoMEN. 

" T6xNoRANCE is their univerſal Characteriſtick, and 
| ſeems fix'd on them by Nature it ſelf; for when an 
one of them aims at getting above the common Level, 
and is (for the foohih Experiment of their Parents) 
admitted to ſomething ot s, ſhe finds them like 
ſtrong Wine to a Head, for they intoxicate the 
moth Creatures in wild a manner, that their Imper- 
tinence is tar from being cur'd by their Learn 
that it is heighten'd. It is hard to find one of the 
pretended learned Women of Antiquity, whoſe Follies 
and Vices were not advanc'd by their Twilight of 


Knowledge. It they have any Wit, (that is Pertneſs 


and Repartee) it is but the Bad to their Pleaſures and 
Proftitution, or a Plague to all they converſe with; *tis 
ſo overpois'd with A jon and Vanity, that a Fool 
that would be but filent is far the more c Com- 


{Do this tike re the whole Ruble of the 
Sex, and all their hts, like a Frippery-Shop, are 


full of nothing elſe but Ribbons, or Cloath, of 


Dreſſes and ; of Scandal and Calumny; Luſt, 
Pride, Avarice; dear Intimacies for Moments, and 


Enmities for Ages. 
BV a uſu Hypocri they throw behind the Cur- 
| tain the Filth and Un of the Sex, and brin 
onthe Stage the falſe Appearance of Neatneſs, heighten” 
with;all the Advantages of artificial Beauty, which ſur- 
prizes the u ded Hearts of their fond Adorers ; 
who muſt deſpiſe the Idols they worſhip, could they 
but ſee them in their natural State of Naſtineſs, in 
their Chambers and Beds, unaſſiſted by the Millmer, 
the Taylor, the Perfumer, the Pomatum, the Red and 
White, and the reft of the Female A , whence 
they borrow the Darts that render them ſo formida- 
ble. There is — that a Woman would nat do 
to accompliſh her falacious Deſires, man; 


S -w ac .c.c... * 
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abſurd which ſhe would not endeavour to force on 
your Credulity, either to conceal her Guilt, or pro- 
mote her Pleaſures, | f 


No Mean in Things their 2 Temper knows 5: 
With Rage their Love, with Rage their Hate diſcloſe. 


IF ſhe finds any Coxcomb's Heart really.engag'd by 
her imaginary C ſhe. grows vain and proud of 
the Conqueſt, which ſhe pretends- not to now] ſhe 
has obtain d; with an inſoſent Pride of Cruelty avow- 
ing an Incredulity. in. her Lover's Paſſion, at the fame 
time that it would be an unſpeakable Mortification 
to her to ſuſpect its Reality: As if all Women were 


Circes, they all love to transform their Vaſſals into 


fawning Dogs, or bearing Aſſes, that may. the 
more paſſively bear the. intolerable ade: a Sex. 
fond of Empire, and incapable. of diſtinguiſhing be- 
twixt Worth and. Pretence, or that ever preferr'd the 
firſt to the haſt. 


To fix her Dominion over that Fool whom ſhe 


appears to diſdain, ſhe puts on the Vizor of —_ 


and Modeſty, caſting her Eyes with a baſhful B 
on the Ground when ſhe ſpeaks, or is ſpoke to; as 
Virgil has it, | 1 


—With down caſt Eyes few Words ſhe ſpeaks— 
As if ſhe never had known the ary tt re 
Amour; and yet ſets off her Face, and expoles her 
Boſom, to faſcinate- the Eyes of her Lover, or to 
ſpread her Conqueſt farther than à ſingle Adorer: Re- 

leniſh'd with the Cunning of the Fox, ſhe governs 
y an affeced Simplicity. | 

Tuxsz are the Arms, Weapons, and Arrows of 
Woman-kind. They have the Piety of the Croco- 
dile, wheedling their Lovers with their falſe Tears 
ins „ Deſtruction they cannor eſcape, 3 

g them 


5 
. 
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But, Mantmuan gives you ir 
Rn bee Br Lined „ "I0Y 
If with affected G . . 
4 * 45 14 r of 
Y Gaitty and good Humour ſooth her Brow,. 
2 1 all : faqs ave ſhow ; 
7 atmg Eyes 
r 
2 2 De is ber Mind.” .. 


— 65 laughs, is tame, mad, A | 
Will, pL all . Gr or aS 


Furious, inconſiant, rambling, babbling, vain; 
Enperious, Threats * ond of Gam. 
Onutrapi 3 74 rar! 1 48 


ter redulow of Fall he Legend wi me 
s blood and r acious, ef profuſe, © * 
Envious of othevs; h 8 hon, 320 
Impatient, ffall complaining, ; they, proud, 
A maudling Drunkard, always raſh and loud: . 
Like Aſp a deadly Pojſon 2 her Tongue, 
Weak in her Faith, in Superſtition ſtrong. 
By her the Palate's nicely amderſtoad 
A very Braun in #ſhing out her Food. | 
Her 725 'd Nerves a lifeleſs Sloth 0 oben har atk 
While wanton Dalliances her Thoughts empleo. 
Her Bemity's her Religion," all her Care, 
That brings her to the Church, and not the Pray, r, 
Her Heav'n is to be thought divinely Fair. 
Tenacious of her Anger, and her n | 
re Rewvenge's proper Time Wat. 

Rall 5, mgrateful, impotent a, L 
Cruek; litigious, and à Rebel ſtill. 10 
Her Crimes ſhe murmurs in a mich Tove 3: 
Shell laugh ar Friendſhip, and all Ties diſown. 
J ber own Int'reft fhe is fill confintd,” . 

For that ſhe'll fawn, and flatter, nay be kind. 


Fan- 
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Fantafiick Rumour h. the Crowd fhe ſpreads, 
| | Dr teria Be yoo og boot 7) 


Always 10 one fhe 4 | 1 
From Male-hills ſhe a Monnain can produce. 
Aud turn the ghaſtly Fanrem to, hor UM. 
Inventive of Deceit, for that ſhe's mad 

Fit only for that ignoxinions Trade, &c. 


_ BAPTISTA, MANIUANUS. in. theſe , Verſes 
paints the ſervile Sex in lively Calours,. Nor is there 
any more cruel and barbarous than Weman, a 
proud inſolent Generation, lofty beyond Bounds, 

eaſure, or Reaſon. Regardleſs of the Limits or 
Right and Wrong, and always pleas d with the Ex- 
tremes. All they do, is done with a precipitate 
Raſhne(s, and earneſt Intenſeneſi, or Qbſtinacy of De- 
fire. Woman is either ſlothful and iſh in Exceſs, 
or violently active and haſty: She is ys Winter 
intractably cold, or Midſummer intolerably bot, or 


Woman's a varios, and a chungeful BE. 


Tuo Woman be in her Nature the verict Coward 
of the Creation, yet nothing can be more Bold when 
caught in a Fault, as if from Guilt ſhe deriw d her 
Courage as well as Anger. Plautus calls her, u Sea, 
« that de vous whatever you give her:; ſhe ãs never ſa- 
« tisfy'd, or Hays ſhe n Every Member of 
Woman has a ſtrong Reliſn ot, Avarice, Rapine, Trea- 
chery, Gluttony, or Luxury, making Men, by their 
Witchcrafts, degenerate into Beaſts. : As Woman is 
{aid to have been the firſt Diſcoverer of Sin, fo ſhe 
has ever ſince prov d the perpetual Fuel of Evil: 
Which made Origen call the Woman,. the Head of 
« Sin; the Weapon of the Devil; and the Corruption 
« of the old Law.“ They have bad the Art, and 
their Wickedneſs has been of ſo ſtrong an Infection, 
that thoſe who have reſiſted, and have been Proof 
againſt all other Evils, could not eſcape them, Whence 


\ ſprung 
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rung the ten Years War of 'Tyoy, but from Helen? 

hence the op rene of the Roman Kings, 'but from 
the Pride and Cruelty of Tullia? Who betray'd the 


F 3 Briſeis drew Achilles outof the Field; and Eve 


A” ITY 


all Mankind out of Paradiſe. 


unclenn Animal,” but adventitious Cleanneſs ſhe ac- 
quires by Art, as Mautum expreſies it. 


Her daily Wants ſhe. ſtill prepares by Night, . 

To gk, the — 5 Light ; 

Baths and Pomatums, Powder, Patches, Paint, 

To cure, or to conceal the native Taint : 

All oer Deceit, and Art, all Player, ſhe 

Is ner, alas! the thing ſhe ſeems to be. 

Her Council and her Maſter is the 2 oY 

Where all her wiſe Debates and Conſults paſs. 

Here tis ſhe learns her each peculiar Grace, 

And every Ain, that ſhe would give her Face. 

By this ſhe's taught her Boſom to advance, 

And how to caft the moſt alluring Glauce. 

By this ſhe learns to form th mviting Smile, 

And the becoming Laugh, tho full of Guile. 

By this ſhe learns her Mien, and every Motion, 
0 draw her Bubbles to her curs d Devotion. 

Why thus their naked Breaſts do they diſplay, 

Only to throw Temptations in aur way? 
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To make the penetrating Poyſon ſpread 

The more, and the fo — . — get head, 

While with their Eyes, like Baſilicks, they look us dead. 
Theſe are the Rocks, the Onickſands, and the Shelves» 
Where the unheedful Youth ftill wreck themſelves. 
Fierce Scylla's Dogs, and loud Carybdis Roar, 

Which the incautious Voyager devour. ; 
Of Phineus old theſe are the Birds abſcene, | 
That with their Touch made e ery thmg unclean: _ 
Their Vile Contagion while they ſpread around, 
Nothing ſincere, and nothing ſweet is found; 

Beds, Tables, Temples, the Infection feel; 

Rivers, Seas, Hills, exhale the noiſome Smell: 

Theſe are the dire Meduſis that of Yore, +38 HU 
Turn'd Men to Stone upon the Lybian Shore, &c. _ 


With this the Clitipho of Terence _ | | 
« Doſt thou know the Nature and Temper of Wo- 
« man? She is a Year in combing, waſhing, and 
1 cleanſing her ſelf. | 
Anp Parmeno, in the Eunuch, king to N 
« I muſt tell you another of my Acquiſittons, whic! 
« J think a fin Palm; for it is of uſe for a young 
Fellow to have an early Know of the jiltin 
Tricks of the Whores, that when he is acquainte« 
„with them he may ever deteſt and avoid them. 
« When they are Abroad nothing ſeems more inviting 
« and neat, ſo belle, ſo gay, and fo engaging; but 
« when have got their Cullies to "the Tav 
« they are for devouring the niceſt and deareſt Diſhes 
they can get. But then, when you find them at 
Home, the naſty Scent is too nauſcous to'draw, but 
yet ſuch as is of uſe for a young Man to know, If 
* you are in Love with her, and let her know it, you 
are certainly undone.” | 
Aus thus Parmeno ſays, in the Emnuth, to Phadria, 
« In the Love of Woman there are Truces and War, 
but uncertain Peace.” But not to dwell on the So- 


kcirudes, Ces Fears, Jealous, and Dilquets, which 
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make up your Amour with that Sex, I ſhall conclude 
with the 2 Secundus the Philoſopher. |; 

Tux Philoſopher Secundus flouriſh'd at Athens in 
the Time of the "anger Adrian, and was of. the 
« Pythagorick Sect. Having often heard. from his 
« Maſter, during the courſe of his Studies, that all 
„Women 2 being now come to Man's 
* Eſtate, adorn'd with all Enfigns ot a Phi- 
* lo{opher, as a Staff, a Scrip, a long Beard, and long 
Hair, he return d in that Equi to his own 
« Country, and his Father bein , unknown to 
the Family he came to his Mother's Houſe, and 
* was willing to make the Experiment of the Widow's 
«« Continence, , and whether the Imputation he had 
heard ſo often "ya. *he Sex by his Maſters were 
* true or not. He fore negotiates with one of 
© her Maids, aſſuring her of ten golden Crowns if ſhe 
could re him a Night's Lodging with ber 
« Miltrels, The Maid had too much of the Avarice 
of the Sex to be able to reſiſt the Charms of the 
* Gold, and therefore, manag'd, the Affair ſo dexte- 
6 2 with her Miſtreſß, that the Bargain was 


* ſtruck, and he, by her Conduct, admitted that 


« very Night to her Bed, But to the 2 
1 —— of the lewd Widow, he lay ſtill t 


* whole Night, and ſlept in her Boſom till Morning; 
« when deteſting the Inceſt, he was getting out of 
„ Bed, the ſalacious Woman, impatient. of Venus, 
* catches him in her Arms, and ſays, with an amo- 
„ rous Concern, Why thus do you tempt me to no 
— n and raiie Deſires you deſign not to quell? 
Was this all we came to Bed together for? Will 
you have nothing for all the Money you have given 
« my Maid for hs Opportunity? And are you ſo 
« fooliſh a Prodigal, as to throw away ſo le 
« a Sum for nothing at all? T0 

It is not lawful for me, reply d Secundus, to en- 
joy my own Mother, or to f enter the Veſſel out 
$,at-which I me when I was born.“ She per- 


2 the human. Captivity, in whom, Beauty yas 
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fectly aſtoniſii d at his Words, defir'd him to explain him- 
ſelf, and let her know who and what he was. © Iam, 
«« {aid he, your Son Secundus, 1 ou know me?” 
But 2 fearing that by this Adventure, and 
dae he mi Nd of his Mother's Death 
d on ta Silence. 

OMETIME after this the Emperor Adrian came 
to Athens on purpoſe to ſte and ſpeak with this Phi- 
loſopher. Having ſaluted him with a peculiar Defe- 
rence and Reſpect, he deſited him to Diſcourſe on 
ſome Head that was worthy his Hearing and Learn- 
ing. But the Philoſopher could not be mov'd from 
his Reſolution of = hay either by Threats or Tor- 
ments, but in obſtinate $ilence Fete Death it {elf, 
Adrian admiring his is Conſtancy, order'd him ſome Ta- 
e e he . dn 7 1 Reaſon 
0 ce; If you Will not to m 
et your Hand el your ley with N Pen.” # 

On this Secundus wrote down this l 
« I fear thee not, O Adrian, becauſe. thou art the 
« Prince of this Time; nor was 1 ever afraid of t. 
««./T or thy Puniſhments... It is true, you 

* kill the Body, or inflict many Blows upoù it; bu 
7 what then? Por tho? you are now the moſt power 
« Idol of = ore, 4 Gent not Power Fates 
©« to compel me to AC to your ure 
« againſt my own wa” iy | 

ADRIAN. was pleas d with his Reply, and told 
him he had very well clear'd himſelf, and defir'd him 

therefore to anſwer him ſome Queſtions, which he 
did. But the reſt the Emperor ask d, What 
was Woman? And Seeundus having a perfect Know- 
ledge of that Sex, gave him this Anſwer— . 

„Woman is Man's Confuſion; an inſatiable Beaſt ; 
« a continual Solicitude; the Impediment of Man; 
e the 3 of the Incontinent; the Veſſel ot 


© « Adult Warfare; the worſt of 2 
e of 


Burthens; the incureable A 
< Van« 
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„ Vanquiſher;_ the Fortune of a little time; a fading 
« Flower; a carnal Felicity; an incompoſite Buſineſs.. 

So that it is no common Lot to have a good Wife, 
and it is much happier to bury than marry.a Wife. 
A Woman has no Notion 'or Taſte of any thing that 
is not unlawful. There is no Evil fo near and dange- 
rous asa Woman, The Sea, Fire, and a Woman, are 
three Evils, fays the Greet Monoftick; and ſo 1 leave 
you to a Review of the Caſe, whether this be a Crea- 
ture worthy the Paſſion of a Man of Letters. 

I CanFess, (faid Franciſco after the zealous Som of 
Fodom had done) the Follies and Vices of the Sex are 
not much leis numerous and extended thin you have 
made them; but then, on the other fide, we ſhould 
conſider the Follies and Vices of our own Sex; and 
when we view both with an impartial Eye, we. ſhall 
find their Bulk much of a Size. As therefore, there 
are few Men worthy the Friendfhip of a Man of 
Senſe and Letters, fo there are few Women worthy 
their Love: And that there are ſuch 1 know by Ex- 

rience, not only in France, where their Li is 
greater, but even in Italy it ſelf, whoſe line aud diftin- 
gut ing Wits prov'd their Beauties of Mind equal to 
thoſe of their Body, agreeing in ſuch an Harmony of 
Excellence, that he muſt have a jarring Soul indeed 
that is not touch'd with the Melod 

Bor were all your Invective as univerſally true as 

ou would make it, yet Nature has better fitted them 

r theſe Pleaſures, than your nauſeous Alexes, or Ba- 
thylli, which, without any Thought of Religion, of 
which J have been cured by my Study of our Maxims, 
are moſt ſhocking to me. Natare, for this End, has 
laviſhly beſtow'd all her Favours on the Sex; ſhe has 
given them Tenderneſs, Softneſs of Body, and Sweet- 
neſs db — and ſuch a op Aa tr] 1 
that, like Harmony, penetrates oul, and makes 
the Heart dance un} Motion of her Eyes, her Hands, 
and the very heaving of her Boſom. By Woman Nature 
propagates Mankitd, which elſe muſt periſn in an Age, 


con- 


f 
| 
| 
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contrary to the univerſal Bent and Deſire of Mankind, 
againft which your Pleaſures directly rebel. 
As for your rational Converſation, and ſublime Con- 
templations, they all vaniſh in the Reign of impatient 
Deſire; and in the ſhort Epilepſy of Enjoyment the 
Mind has ſo little to do, that the Senſe and Wit of 
the Obje& is-the leaſt thing we can conſider. The 
Body is all that is then engag d, and all that is requir'd 
to the Height of the Pl ure. | 
WELL, well, (interrupted the old Pathick) every 
Man in his Humour. The Matter we have now in 
Debate, is to remove the Obl your Folly may 
bring upon our Order. My Advice is, therefore, 
that having given her a Doſe of Opium, you have 
her convey d far enough from our College. | 
THarT is, indeed, à hard, but a neceſlary Leſſon to 
expoſe my Child to the Hardſhip of a Beggar's Condition, 
I havelikewiſea Salvo for that, reply d the other, which 
nr Knowing where 
you hy her, I and another of our ſhall come by 
in the Morning, and finding her, examine and catechize 
her for her Tranſgreſſion, and then ſeem out of Charity 
to have her diſpos d to a Place more convenient for 
her Condition, where the Child may be preſerv'd and 
brought up by our Order; and this will get us à Re- 
putation-of Piety and Charity uſeful to our Ends. 


C 00 
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Of ſome Vows, Morals, 2 Maxims, and 
ſecret Myſteries of the Feſuits Order. 
NANO was juſt going to anſwer, 


g pl when the Provincial came m, and put anend 
1 W to the Conference; and ſeeing me in his 


Arms, was ſo taken with my Beauty, that he 
begg'd me of the Father to make a Preſent of me to 


then 


* 
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then at Rome, and who having a very great Influence 
over the Cardinal, a preſent {6 pecuhar might byaſs 
her in the Favour of a Negotiation be 1 ready 


to go about. The Father Franciſco eaſily yielded 
wie p to Clin tes of ſuch — as the In- 
tereſt of their Order. 1 | 7 

Tus perſonal Vices of the Jeſuits! (which I ob- 
ſerv'd during my Stay among them) are of too hav- 
ſeous a Kind to dwell on, or to deſcribe; 1-ſhall there. 
fore only ſay, that the pood old Father who: * 
with Franciſco ſo zealoully againſt Worman-kind, hi 
abundance of Diſciples in "thi ere Fraternity; by 
whoſe Maxims the Intention of any the moſt crimi- 
nal Actions makes them or evil, and ſo leaves 
them indifferent in themſelves; and ſince one of them 
is, that the Opinion of any learned Doctor is ſufficient 
to fix a Probability on the falſeſt arid 'moſt abſurd Do- 
rine that is, they are eaſily ſecure in whatever they 
do. By this means, no doubt, they found a Tran- 
quillity in their Conſciences in the midſt of all theſe 
unnatural Vices, which otherwiſe they muſt certain! 
have wanted; if, at leaſt, it can be properly Gid, 
that a — has any Conſcience at all, having long 
ſince y'd all the Foundations of Religion and Mo- 


or but that we muſt own, that there are ſome 
among them of a very good Lite, and full of ali that 
blind Zeal of a miſtaken Opinion which is 
the Offspring of Ignorance. , But to {ct this in a true 
Light, I muſt give you an Account of what I have 
AabSover d from the Provincial's Diſcourſes with the 
Heads of all theſe five Colleges at Naples: The ſum 
of which will be found in as few Words as poſſible, 
from the following political Maxims of their Order, 
by which they have got not only the | Maſtery and 
Rule of all Naples, but ſo great a Revenue, ſuch im- 
menſe Riches, and fo vaſt a Power and Intereſt in al- 
moſt all Parts of the Clu iſtian World. For tho' the 
Fryars have five times the Number of Convents, _ 
We op , 
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The Carmelites many more, than the Jeſuits; yet the 
Jeſuits have far the greateſt Sway and Intereſt in the 
particular private Families of that City. For they are, 
as it were, the only Offices of Intelligence, and diſpoſe 
of all the Servants in Naples, and by that means have 
a diligent and faithful Spy or two in every Houſe, by: 
whom they know how to attack them for their own» 
Advantage. | | 336 
Tur Arts and Means of this Order of arriving at- 
theſe Riches and Power, which they now polls 
have been and intricate; of which, the few T 
have diſcoyer'd I ſhall communicate to you. 5 
Tu v are always to have Reſpect to theſe follow- 
ing Qualifications in the Perfons whom = admit to- 
their Order. He muſt either be rich, which brings 
Money into their Bank, from whence they draivy one 
of the chief Supports of their Power Grandute; 
or he muſt be a truly, thoroughly believing, credu- 
lous Bigot, who knows little, and thinks leſs, and is 
wholly poſſeſs d with their legendary Worſhip: and 
Religion. Theſe ſcatter'd up and down, and ſet off 
to the beſt 3 they are too cunning 
and ſagacious to neglect, go them the Pretence to, 
and the Reputation of, Holineſs and Piety. For tho 
they will not allow any Faults or Opinions of particu- 
lar Members, or particular Bodies of their to 
reflect on, or include the whole; yet they will ha 
the imaginary Perfections of a few ſanctify the whole 
Body. Or elſe he muſt be a Perſon of a promiſing Ge- 
nius for Learning and Study, by which they get the 
Reputation of Learning : Or he muſt diſcover a Cun- 
ning and Addreſs in Buſineſs, and the Management of 
Affairs, by which they get into the Palaces ot Princes, 
and Burſes of Merchants. And theſe who have the 
Appearance of Religion, Wealth, Leaming, and Cun- 
ning to fight for are à Party too formidable for 
my Pen to cope Witz 
AxoTHERr Obſervation-which I made here, was, 
that beſides the three Vows common to other Ord 


ers, 


the 
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the Jeſuits had three more peculiar to themſelves, Po- 
verty, Chaſtity, and Obedience, all Regulars take. The 
Jeſuits beſides vow a wr Zeal for the Promotion 
of their Order's Intereſt and Grandure, and this they all 
take. After they have been of ſome Years ſtandin 
thoſe who by the Heads are thought fit and ualify'd, 
take another Oath, by which they are let into ſome Se- 
crets of Management and Principle unknown to the reſt, 
But there is a third Oath, or Vow, to be taken, to which 
very few are admitted but ſuch as are, or are defigned 
to be, Heads and Managers of the Order, when the whole 
Myſtery of Iniquity is reveal'd. But this is never done 
but to ſuch whom they have ſufficiently experienc'd, 
and who are ſafe in the Bribes they enjoy by this means 
of Benefit, Power and Truſt, againſt any manner of 
Fear of a Diſcovery, by which they muſt loſe Advan- 
tages they could not otherwiſe obtain. 

I Saw one admitted to this laſt Secret of the Order, 
but asif they were evenatraid of the Preſence of a Dog, 
or it be the Rule of their Maxims, the whole Ceremony 
was not only perform'd ina fort of murmuring Whiſper, 
but in a Language, or Gibberiſh, they only underſtood. 

I Was heartily tir'd with this Seminary of Hell; but 
finding that the Provincial was immediately going for 
Rome, being extremely deſirous of ſeeing my old Miſtreſs 
Donna Thereſa, and in fo ſecure a Diſguiſe be a Witneſs 
of her Actions, and the Cardmal's Reſentment, I did 
not endeavour at an Eſcape, with which my Horror for 
the Place would certainly elſe have inſpir'd me, 
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